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Spanish Grammar 3

[ The Tense Map — El mapa de los tiempos

THE RULE IN ONE BOX

A simple tense is one word: hablé, hablaba, hablaré, hablaria. A compound tense is
haber + past participle: he hablado, habia hablado, habré hablado, habria hablado.
The participle never changes in these tenses (ha hablado, han hablado); only haber

changes with the person.

Simple tenses and compound tenses

TIME FRAME SIMPLE (ONE WORD) COMPOUND (HABER + PARTICIPLE)
present hablo (present) he hablado (present perfect)
past hablé (preterite) - hablaba (imperfect) habia hablado (pluperfect)
future hablaré (future) habré hablado (future perfect)

conditional hablaria (conditional) habria hablado (conditional perfect)

The moods

WHAT IT DOES EXAMPLE

indicative states facts: what is, was or will be Hablo. Hablé. Hablaré. this course
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MOOD WHAT IT DOES EXAMPLE

conditional what would be: hypothesis, Hablaria. ;Podria this course

politeness, advice ayudarme? (Chapter 10)

imperative commands and requests jHabla! jHable usted! this course
(Chapter 11)

subjunctive wishes, doubt, emotion, Quiero que hables. Spanish Grammar

hypotheses 4

Some grammar books count the conditional as a tense of the indicative; teaching it as its own
item is a convenience. The subjunctive has its own course, but its forms appear in the negative

commands of Chapter 11, as a set pattern.

The tenses at a glance

FORM (HABLAR, TYPICAL MEANING CHAPTER
YO)

present hablo now, habit, near future (Spanish Grammar 2) revision

near future voy a hablar going to speak (Spanish Grammar 2 11) revision,
5

preterite a completed action in the past: "l spoke"

imperfect habit, description, background: "l used to

speak, | was speaking"
present perfect he hablado "l have spoken", recent past

pluperfect habia hablado "I had spoken": earlier than another past

event
future hablaré " will speak”; probability

future perfect habré hablado "l will have spoken"
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FORM (HABLAR, TYPICAL MEANING CHAPTER
170))

conditional hablaria "I would speak”; politeness

conditional habria hablado "l would have spoken”

perfect

imperative habla, hable, commands
hablad

The past participle and the gerund

HOW IT IS MADE EXAMPLE

-ar — -ando; -er, -ir — - hablando, comiendo, Spanish Grammar 2

lendo viviendo 11

past -ar — -ado; -er, -ir — -ido hablado, comido, vivido Chapter 2

participle

The participle has two jobs: it follows haber in the compound tenses (he comido), and it works
as an adjective that agrees with the noun (la puerta cerrada, Spanish Grammar 2 3). Only the

adjective use changes its ending.

One verb across every tense

Here is hablar in all six persons for each simple tense, so you can see how the endings relate.

ou will learn them one by one in the chapters ahead; for now, notice the patterns.

PRETERITE IMPERFECT FUTURE CONDITIONAL
ELE hablaba hablaré hablaria
hablaste hablabas hablaras hablarias

él / ella / usted hablo hablaba hablara hablaria
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nosotros

vosotros

ellos / ellas / ustedes

él / ella / usted

nosotros

vosotros

ellos / ellas /

ustedes

PRETERITE

hablamos

hablasteis

hablaron

PRESENT
PERFECT

he hablado

has hablado

ha hablado

hemos

hablado

habéis

hablado

han hablado

Watch out: three patterns to notice

IMPERFECT

hablabamos

hablabais

hablaban

PLUPERFECT

habia hablado

habias hablado

habia hablado

habiamos
hablado

habiais hablado

habian hablado

FUTURE

hablaremos

hablaréis

hablaran

FUTURE PERFECT

habré hablado

habras hablado

habra hablado

habremos
hablado

habréis
hablado

habran
hablado

CONDITIONAL

hablariamos

hablariais

hablarian

CONDITIONAL
PERFECT

habria hablado

habrias hablado

habria hablado

habriamos
hablado

habriais hablado

habrian hablado

1. The future and the conditional are built on the whole infinitive (hablar-¢é, hablar-ia), and

the endings are the same for all three verb groups. 2. The imperfect is nearly regular for every verb:

-aba for -ar verbs and -ia for -er / -ir verbs. 3. The preterite has the most irregulars, and the first

and third person singular carry a written accent (hablé, hablo), which is what separates it from the

present (hablo, hablamos looks the same in both for -ar verbs, so context decides).

Time words that point to a tense
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TIME WORDS

ayer, anoche, el aiio pasado, hace dos dias, en 2020
siempre, todos los dias, de nifio, mientras

hoy, esta mafnana, este afo, ya, todavia no, nunca
manana, la semana que viene, pronto, el afio préximo

si pudiera..., me gustaria..., jpodrias...?

Latin America note

TENSE THEY SUGGEST

preterite

imperfect

present perfect (in Spain)

future (or ir a)

conditional

The choice between the present perfect and the preterite differs by region. In Spain people say

Hoy he comido ya. for something earlier today; in most of Latin America Hoy ya comi. is the

usual form, and the present perfect is rarer in speech. The simple future is also heard less in

speech everywhere, where ir a + infinitive takes over (Voy a hablar manana); the future remains

common in writing and for probability. The forms themselves are the same, and the vosotros forms

(hablasteis, habéis hablado) are used only in Spain.

In Use — En situacion

@ Yesterday @ Today and tomorrow

¢Qué hiciste ayer? ¢Trabajabas?
What did you do yesterday? Were you

working?

Si, trabajé hasta las seis. Luego sali

con mis amigos.
Yes, I worked until six. Then I went out with

my friends.

¢Has terminado el informe?

¢Cuando lo entregaras?
Have you finished the report? When will you

hand it in?

Ya lo he terminado. Lo entregaré

manana.
I've already finished it. I'll hand it in

tomorrow.
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@ Polite request

¢Podria ayudarme, por favor? Me

gustaria saber la hora.
Could you help me, please? I'd like to know

the time.

Claro. Son las tres. Digame si

necesita algo mas.
Of course. It's three o'clock. Tell me if you

need anything else.

B Quick Reference — Resumen

CONCEPT SUMMARY

simple tense one word: hablé, hablaba, hablaré, hablaria

compound tense haber + past participle: he hablado

participle -ado (-ar), -ido (-er, -ir); invariable after haber

future, whole infinitive + endings (hablaré, hablaria)

conditional

imperfect -aba (-ar), -ia (-er, -ir)

preterite completed past; accents on the 1st and 3rd singular

moods indicative, conditional, imperative (this course); subjunctive (Spanish Grammar
4)

# Try It Yourself — Ejercicios
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1. Simple or compound? hablé - he hablado - hablaba - habia hablado - hablaré - habria
hablado

¥ Show answer

simple - compound - simple - compound - simple - compound.

2. Name the tense: comi - comia - he comido - comeré - comeria
¥ Show answer

preterite - imperfect - present perfect - future - conditional.

3. Form the past participle of: hablar, comer, vivir, trabajar, beber, partir.

¥ Show answer

hablado - comido - vivido - trabajado - bebido - partido.

4. Which part of the compound tense changes with the person: haber or the participle?

¥ Show answer

Haber (he, has, ha, hemos, habéis, han). The participle stays the same: han hablado.

5. Complete: "hablar — hablar (future) — hablar (conditional)" for yo.

¥ Show answer

hablaré - hablaria.

6. Which tense do the time words suggest? "ayer" - "todos los dias" - "mafiana" - "esta
mafnana" (Spain)
¥ Show answer

preterite - imperfect - future - present perfect.

7. Say in Spanish (first person): "I spoke" - "I used to speak" - "I have spoken" - "I will
speak" - "I would speak"
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¥ Show answer

hablé - hablaba - he hablado - hablaré - hablaria.

8. Which mood is each? "iHabla!" - "Hablaria" - "Hablo" - "Quiero que hables."

¥ Show answer

imperative - conditional - indicative - subjunctive (Spanish Grammar 4).

9. Give the six forms of the present perfect of comer.
¥ Show answer

he comido - has comido - ha comido - hemos comido - habéis comido - han comido.

10. A friend in Madrid and one in Mexico City each say "I've already eaten today." How

might they differ?
¥ Show answer

Madrid: Hoy ya he comido. (present perfect). Mexico City: Hoy ya comi. (preterite).

Coming up in Chapter 2: Past Participles and the Compound Tenses in Outline. The
regular endings (-ado, -ido); the irregular participles (hecho, dicho, visto, puesto, escrito,
abierto, vuelto, roto, muerto); participles used as adjectives; and haber against tener +

participle.
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Spanish Grammar 3

= Past Participles — Los participios

THE RULE IN ONE BOX
Regular: -ar — -ado, -er / -ir — -ido (hablado, comido, vivido). With haber the
participle never changes (ha cerrado la puerta); as an adjective it agrees in gender

and number (la puerta cerrada). Nothing may come between haber and the participle.

Regular participles

ENDING EXAMPLES
-ado hablar — hablado - trabajar — trabajado - cantar — cantado
-ido comer — comido - beber — bebido - aprender — aprendido

-ido vivir — vivido - partir — partido - salir — salido

A written accent: -ido

hen the stem ends in a strong vowel (a, e, 0), the -ido keeps its own syllable and takes an

accent:

INFINITIVE PARTICIPLE INFINITIVE PARTICIPLE

leer leido traer traido
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INFINITIVE PARTICIPLE INFINITIVE PARTICIPLE
creido caido
oido i reido

erbs in -uir have no accent (construir — construido, huir — huido), because ui is a diphthong.

Irregular participles

INFINITIVE PARTICIPLE EXAMPLE
abrir abierto La tienda esta abierta.
cubrir cubierto El cielo esta cubierto.
decir dicho Lo dicho, dicho.
escribir escrito una carta escrita a mano
hacer hecho Esta bien hecho.
morir muerto La planta esta muerta.
poner puesto La mesa esta puesta.
resolver resuelto El problema esta resuelto.
romper roto El plato esta roto.

visto una pelicula muy vista

volver vuelto He vuelto a casa.

Compounds of these verbs share their participle: descubrir — descubierto - describir —
descrito - deshacer — deshecho - satisfacer — satisfecho - componer —
compuesto - proponer — propuesto - devolver — devuelto - prever — previsto -

predecir — predicho.
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Watch out: two participles for a few verbs

A few verbs have a regular form (used with haber) and an irregular one (used as an adjective): freir
— he freido / patatas fritas - imprimir — he imprimido / un texto impreso - proveer

— he proveido / provisto de. Learn the irregular one first; it is the one you will see most.

Participles used as adjectives

As an adjective the participle follows the rules of Spanish Grammar 1 5: it agrees with the noun
in gender and number. It appears after estar (a result, Spanish Grammar 2 3), ser (the passive),

tener, llevar, and directly after a noun:

PATTERN EXAMPLE ENGLISH

noun + participle una puerta cerrada - los libros a closed door - the written books

escritos
estar + participle Las tiendas estan abiertas. The shops are open.

ser + participle La carta fue escrita por Ana. The letter was written by Ana.

(passive)

tener + participle Tengo escritas tres cartas. | have three letters written. (stresses
the result)

llevar + participle Llevo leidas cincuenta paginas. I've read fifty pages so far.

Haber against tener + participle

HABER + PARTICIPLE TENER + PARTICIPLE

participle invariable: He escrito tres agrees with the object: Tengo escritas tres

cartas. cartas.

meaning the action itself: a perfect the resulting state; less common, a little

tense emphatic
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HABER + PARTICIPLE TENER + PARTICIPLE

nothing Ya he comido. (not He ya words can come between: Tengo ya escritas

between comido) tres cartas.

For ordinary past events use haber. Tener is a different verb (to have, to possess; tener que) and

does not form the perfect tenses: Tengo comido is not "I have eaten".

The compound tenses in outline

Every compound tense uses a different form of haber plus the same invariable participle.

Chapters 7 and 8 teach each tense in full; here is the pattern:

HABER IN FORMS OF HABER (YO, TU, EL, NOSOTROS, EXAMPLE
THE VOSOTROS, ELLOS)

present perfect present he, has, ha, hemos, habéis, han He comido.

pluperfect imperfect habia, habias, habia, habiamos, habiais, Habia

habian comido.

future perfect habré, habras, habra, habremos, habréis, Habré

habran comido.

conditional conditional habria, habrias, habria, habriamos, habriais, Habria

perfect habrian comido.

Watch out: word order with haber

Pronouns and no go before haber, as one block, and nothing separates haber from the participle:
No lo he visto. - Me lo han dicho. - ¢Se lo has dado? Attached pronouns are not possible
with a conjugated haber: He vistolo is wrong. In questions, haber moves up with its participle: ¢Ha

llegado Ana?

Latin America note

Participles are the same in Spain and Latin America, including the irregular ones. What differs is

how often the compound tenses are used in speech: Latin America often prefers the preterite to the
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present perfect (Chapter 7), but the participle is still essential for the passive, for estar + participle
and for the other perfect tenses. The two-participle verbs (freido / frito, imprimido / impreso)

behave the same everywhere.

In Use — En situacion

@ Lost keys @ Work done

¢Has visto mis llaves? Las he puesto

en la mesa y ya no estan.
Have you seen my keys? I put them on the

table and they're not there now.

No las he visto. ¢Has mirado en la

cocina? La puerta esta abierta.
I haven't seen them. Have you looked in the

kitchen? The door is open.

@ A broken cup

¢Quién ha roto la taza? Esta rota en

dos partes.
Who has broken the cup? It's broken in two

pieces.

Yo no la he roto. Se ha caido de la

mesa; la he recogido y la he tirado.

¢Has escrito el informe? ¢Y has

resuelto el problema?
Have you written the report? And have you

solved the problem?

El informe esta escrito y el
problema est4 resuelto. He vuelto a

la oficina esta manana.
The report is written and the problem is

solved. I went back to the office this morning.

Spanish Grammar 3 - Page 14




I didn't break it. It fell off the table; I picked it

up and threw it away.

B Quick Reference — Resumen

TOPIC SUMMARY

regular -ar — -ado - -er, -ir — -ido

accent -ido after a strong vowel: leido, creido, traido, caido, oido, reido

irregular abierto, cubierto, dicho, escrito, hecho, muerto, puesto, resuelto, roto, visto, vuelto
compounds descubierto, descrito, deshecho, satisfecho, compuesto, devuelto, previsto, predicho
with haber invariable; nothing between; pronouns before haber

as an adjective agrees with the noun; with estar, ser, tener, llevar

compound tenses he, habia, habré, habria + participle

# Try It Yourself — Ejercicios

1. Give the participle of: trabajar, beber, vivir, salir, aprender.
¥ Show answer

trabajado - bebido - vivido - salido - aprendido.

2. Give the participle of: leer, creer, traer, oir, construir.

¥ Show answer

leido - creido - traido - oido - construido (no accent: ui is a diphthong).
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3. Give the irregular participle of: abrir, decir, escribir, hacer, poner, ver, volver, romper,

morir.

¥ Show answer

abierto - dicho - escrito - hecho - puesto - visto - vuelto - roto - muerto.

4. Give the participle of: descubrir, describir, devolver, proponer.

¥ Show answer

descubierto - descrito - devuelto - propuesto.

5. Make agree: "La puerta esta (abierto)." - "Las cartas estan (escrito)." - "Los platos estan

(roto)."
¥ Show answer

abierta - escritas - rotos.

6. Say in Spanish: "I have opened the door." and "The door is open."

¥ Show answer

He abierto la puerta. - La puerta esta abierta.

7. Choose: "Ana ha (escrito / escrita) tres cartas." - "Tiene (escrito / escritas) tres cartas."

¥ Show answer

escrito (invariable with haber) - escritas (agrees with cartas after tener).

8. Put in order: "visto / he / no /10" and "ya / he / comido".

¥ Show answer

No lo he visto. - Ya he comido. (nothing between he and the participle)

9. Give the six present-perfect forms of ver.

¥ Show answer
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he visto - has visto - ha visto - hemos visto - habéis visto - han visto.

10. Correct the mistakes: He escribido una carta. - Hemos hacido el trabajo. - Las cartas

han escritas. - He vistolo. - He ya comido.

¥ Show answer

He escrito una carta - Hemos hecho el trabajo - Las cartas han sido escritas / Han escrito las

cartas - Lo he visto - Ya he comido.

Coming up in Chapter 3: The Preterite: Regular Forms and Spelling. The endings of -
ar, -er and -ir verbs; spelling changes (busqué, pagué, empecé, leyo, construyo); and the stem

changes of -ir verbs in the third person.
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Spanish Grammar 3

[ The Preterite — El pretérito indefinido

THE RULE IN ONE BOX
-ar: -¢é, -aste, -0, -amos, -asteis, -aron - -er / -ir: -i, -iste, -i0, -imos, -isteis, -ieron. The 1st
and 3rd person singular carry a written accent. Spelling changes: -car — qu, -gar —
gu, -zar — c (yo only); i — y between vowels in the 3rd person (leyd, leyeron); -ir stem

verbs: e — i, 0 — u in the 3rd person (pidid, durmio).

The regular endings

-AR: HABLAR -ER: COMER -IR: VIVIR

él / ella / usted

nosotros

vosotros

ellos / ellas / ustedes

hable

hablaste

hable

hablamos

hablasteis

hablaron

Watch out: the accents, and nosotros
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comiste

comio

comimos

comisteis

comieron

vivi

viviste

vivio

vivimos

vivisteis

vivieron




The accent on -é / -6 / -i / -i6 separates hablo (present) from hablé (preterite) and termino

from termind@. The nosotros forms of -ar and -ir verbs are identical in the present and the

preterite (hablamos, vivimos) and only context tells them apart: Ayer hablamos (preterite)

against Hoy hablamos (present). -er verbs differ: comemos (present) / comimos (preterite).

hat the preterite is for

EXAMPLE

a completed action at a Ayer trabajé diez horas. - El afio

definite time pasado vivi en Madrid.

the start or end of an La pelicula empez6 a las ocho y

Cladlely termind a las diez.
a sequence of events Llegué, comi y me acosté.

an action with a stated Estudié tres horas.

duration, now over

Spelling changes: -car, -gar, -zar

ENGLISH

Yesterday | worked ten hours.

Last year | lived in Madrid.

The film began at eight and

ended at ten.

| arrived, ate and went to bed.

| studied for three hours.

To keep the sound of the stem before -é, verbs in -car, -gar, -zar change spelling in the yo

orm only (the other five forms are regular):

ENDING CHANGE EXAMPLES (YO)

c—qu buscar — busqué - tocar — toqué - sacar — saqué - practicar —

practiqué

pagar — pagué - llegar — llegué - jugar — jugué - apagar — apagué

empezar — empecé - cruzar — crucé - almorzar — almorcé - comenzar

— comenceé

averiguar — averigué
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These are the same changes mentioned in Spanish Grammar 2 2: in the present tense these
erbs do not change (busco, pago, empiezo), but in the preterite the yo form does. Compare:

Busco (I look for) / Busqué (I looked for).

Between vowels: i —»y

A verb whose stem ends in a vowel cannot keep an i between two vowels in the third person, so -

10, -ieron becomes -yo0, -yeron. The other forms take an accent on the i:

CONSTRUIR
lei i i construi
leiste caiste construiste

él / ella / usted leyo 5 cayo construyo
nosotros leimos caimos construimos
vosotros leisteis oisteis caisteis construisteis

ellos / ellas / ustedes leyeron oyeron cayeron construyeron

erbs that follow this pattern: creer (creyod), poseer, proveer, huir (huyo), incluir (incluyo),

destruir, contribuir. Verbs in -uir have no accent anywhere (construiste, construimos).

Stem-changing -ir verbs: e - i,0 > u

-ar and -er verbs with a stem change in the present (pensar, volver) have no change in the
preterite: pensé, penso, volvi, volvié. Only -ir verbs change, and only in the third persons (él,

ellos): e - 1and o — u.

PEDIR (E - 1) SENTIR (E - 1) DORMIR (O - U)
pedi senti dormi

pediste sentiste dormiste
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PEDIR (E - 1) SENTIR (E - 1) DORMIR (O - U)
él / ella / usted pidio sintio durmio
nosotros pedimos sentimos dormimos
vosotros pedisteis sentisteis dormisteis

ellos / ellas / ustedes pidieron sintieron durmieron

Others: servir (sirvid), repetir (repitio), vestir(se) (se vistio), preferir (prefirio), sequir (siguio),

elegir (eligio), divertirse (se divirtio), morir (imurio).

Latin America note

The regular preterite is the same everywhere. For vos the preterite is the same as for ti (vos
hablaste, comiste, viviste), and vosotros forms (hablasteis) are used only in Spain, replaced by
ustedes hablaron. In much of Latin America the preterite is also used for things earlier today and
for recent events where Spain would use the present perfect (Hoy comi / Hoy he comido); Spanish

Grammar 3 7 covers this.

In Use — En situacion

@ Yesterday @ At the restaurant

¢Qué hiciste ayer? ¢A qué hora ¢Qué pidieron ustedes anoche en el

empezaste a trabajar? restaurante?
What did you do yesterday? What time did What did you order last night at the

you start work? restaurant?

Empecé a las nueve, almorcé a las Mi hermana pidi6 pescado y yo pedi
dos y terminé a las seis. Luego carne. Pagué yo y el camarero nos

llegué a casa y cené. sirvio el postre.
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I started at nine, had lunch at two and finished My sister ordered fish and I ordered meat. I

at six. Then I got home and had dinner. paid and the waiter served us dessert.

@ A story

¢Leiste el correo? ¢Quién lo
escribio?

Did you read the email? Who wrote it?

Lo lei ayer. Lo escribi6 mi jefe;
busco una solucion y la envié a

todos.
I read it yesterday. My boss wrote it; he looked

for a solution and sent it to everyone.

B Quick Reference — Resumen

SUMMARY

-, -aste, -6, -amos, -asteis, -aron

-er, -ir -i, -iste, -i0, -imos, -isteis, -ieron

-car, -gar, -zar yo: busqué, pagué, empecé (and averiglié)

vowel stem -6 — -y0, -ieron — -yeron: leyd, oyo, cayo, construyd; accents: leiste, leimos

-ir stem changes 3rd person only: pidid, sintié, durmid; none in -ar / -er verbs

identical forms nosotros of -ar / -ir verbs: preterite = present

# Try It Yourself — Ejercicios
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1. Conjugate trabajar in the preterite.
¥ Show answer

trabajé - trabajaste - trabajo6 - trabajamos - trabajasteis - trabajaron.

2. Conjugate beber and salir in the preterite.
¥ Show answer

bebi - bebiste - bebid - bebimos - bebisteis - bebieron. sali - saliste - sali6 - salimos - salisteis -

salieron.

3. Say the yo form: buscar, pagar, empezar, llegar, tocar, cruzar.
¥ Show answer

busqué - pagué - empecé - llegué - toqué - crucé.

4. Say the él and ellos forms: leer, oir, construir, creer.
¥ Show answer

ley6, leyeron - oy, oyeron - construyd, construyeron - creyd, creyeron.

5. Say the él and ellos forms: pedir, dormir, servir, preferir, repetir.
¥ Show answer

pidio, pidieron - durmi6, durmieron - sirvio, sirvieron - prefirio, prefirieron - repitio,

repitieron.

6. Do these change in the preterite? pensar, volver, jugar, empezar
¥ Show answer

pensar: no stem change (pensé, penso) - volver: no (volvi, volvid) - jugar: spelling only, yo

Jjugué - empezar: spelling only, yo empecé (empezo has no stem change).

7. Say in Spanish: "I looked for my keys and paid the bill."

¥ Show answer
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Busqué mis llaves y pagué la cuenta.

8. Say in Spanish: "We lived in Madrid" (preterite) and "We live in Madrid" (present).
¥ Show answer

Vivimos en Madrid. (both are identical; context decides: El afio pasado vivimos... / Ahora

vIVIMoS...)

9. Say in Spanish: "She read the email and wrote the report.”

¥ Show answer

Leyo el correo y escribio el informe.

10. Correct the mistakes: Yo buscé una casa. - Ella lei6 el libro. - El pedié café. - Ayer yo

trabajo diez horas..

¥ Show answer

Busqué una casa - Ella ley6 el libro - El pidi6 café - Ayer trabajé diez horas.

Coming up in Chapter 4: The Preterite: Irregular Verbs. Ser / ir, dar / ver, hacer,
tener, estar, poder, poner, querer, saber, venir, decir, traer; the irregular stems and the shared

endings.
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M Irregular Preterites — Pretéritos irregulares

THE RULE IN ONE BOX
Irregular stem + -e, -iste, -0, -imos, -isteis, -ieron (no accents). After a stem ending
in j the last ending is -eron (dijeron, trajeron). Ser and ir share one preterite: fui,

fuiste, fue, fuimos, fuisteis, fueron.

Irregular stems with shared endings

STEM TYPE EL / ELLA

estar estuvo

tener tuvo

andar anduvo

poder pudo

poner puso

saber supo

haber hubo (hay — hubo)

querer quiso

venir vino

Spanish Grammar 3 - Page 25




STEM TYPE EL / ELLA

hacer hice hizo (¢ — z before o)

decir ] dije dijo

traer traje trajo

conducir conduje condujo

traducir traduje tradujo

Full tables for three of them:

tuve hice dije

tuviste hiciste dijiste

él / ella / usted tuvo hizo dijo

nosotros tuvimos hicimos dijimos

vosotros tuvisteis hicisteis dijisteis

ellos / ellas / ustedes tuvieron hicieron dijeron

Watch out: -eron after j, and no accents

After a stem ending in j the ending -ieron loses its i: dijeron, trajeron, condujeron (not
dijieron). The 1st and 3rd person singular of these verbs carry no written accent, which is the sign
that the stem is irregular (compare regular hablé, hablo). For the same reason the third person of

hacer is hizo, not hico.

Ser and ir, dar and ver
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SER / IR

fui di

fuiste diste
él / ella / usted fue dio
nosotros fuimos dimos vimos
vosotros fuisteis disteis visteis

ellos / ellas / ustedes fueron dieron vieron

Ser and ir are identical in the preterite; the sentence tells you which: Fui al cine. (I went:
ir, with a) - Fui profesor. (I was a teacher: ser). Dar and ver take the -er / -ir endings but are

monosyllables, so di, vi, dio, vio, fui, fue have no written accent.

erbs that change meaning in the preterite

PRESENT / IMPERFECT PRETERITE
IDEA

saber to know Supe la noticia ayer. | found out the news yesterday.
conocer to know (a person) Conoci a Ana en 2020. | met Ana in 2020.

querer to want Quise ayudarte. | tried to help you. - No quise ir. | refused to

go.

poder to be able Pude terminarlo. | managed to finish it. - No pude venir. |

couldn't (and didn't) come.

to have Tuve noticias de Ana. | heard from Ana (got news).

The preterite presents the action as a completed event, which is why the meaning shifts. Spanish

Grammar 3 6 compares these with the imperfect (sabia, conocia, queria, podia).

Latin America note
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The irregular preterites are the same everywhere. For vos the forms equal those of ti (vos fuiste,
hiciste, dijiste), and vosotros forms (fuisteis, dijisteis) are replaced by ustedes (fueron, dijeron). A
common spoken error in some areas is adding -s to the tit form (fuistes, dijistes); it is not standard,

so write fuiste, dijiste.

In Use — En situacion

@ Last weekend @ News

¢Adonde fuiste el fin de semana?
¢Qué hiciste?
Where did you go at the weekend? What did

you do?

Fui a Madrid con mi hermana.
Estuvimos en el museo y vimos una

exposicion.

I went to Madrid with my sister. We were at

¢Qué dijo el jefe? éTuvo tiempo para

hablar con vosotros?
What did the boss say? Did he have time to

talk to you?

Dijo que vino tarde, pero nos trajo

los informes. Supe la noticia anoche.
He said he came late, but he brought us the

reports. I found out the news last night.

the museum and saw an exhibition.

@ Couldn't

¢Por qué no viniste a la fiesta? Hubo

mucha gente.

Why didn't you come to the party? There were
lots of people.

Quise ir, pero no pude. Puse el

despertador y me dormi igual.
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I tried to go, but I couldn't. I set the alarm and
fell asleep anyway.

B Quick Reference — Resumen

GROUP VERBS AND FORMS

endings -g, -iste, -0, -imos, -isteis, -ieron (no accents)

u-stem estuve, tuve, anduve, pude, puse, supe, hubo

i-stem quise, vine, hice (hizo)

j-stem (-eron) dije, traje, conduje, traduje: dijeron, trajeron

ser/ir fui, fuiste, fue, fuimos, fuisteis, fueron

dar di, diste, dio, dimos, disteis, dieron

Vi, viste, vio, vimos, visteis, vieron

meaning shifts supe, conoci, quise, no quise, pude, no pude

# Try It Yourself — Ejercicios

1. Conjugate estar and poder in the preterite.

¥ Show answer

estuve - estuviste - estuvo - estuvimos - estuvisteis - estuvieron. pude - pudiste - pudo -

pudimos - pudisteis - pudieron.

2. Conjugate ser / ir, dar and ver in the preterite.

¥ Show answer
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fui - fuiste - fue - fuimos - fuisteis - fueron. di - diste - dio - dimos - disteis - dieron. vi - viste -

vio - vimos - visteis - vieron.

3. Say the yo form: hacer, venir, querer, saber, poner, traer, tener, decir.

¥ Show answer

hice - vine - quise - supe - puse - traje - tuve - dije.

4. Say the ellos form: decir, traer, conducir, hacer, venir.

¥ Show answer

dijeron - trajeron - condujeron - hicieron - vinieron.

5. Say the él form: hacer, querer, poner. What happens to hacer?

¥ Show answer

hizo - quiso - puso. In hizo, c becomes z before o to keep the sound.

6. Say in Spanish: "I went to the cinema." and "I was a teacher."

¥ Show answer

Fui al cine. - Fui profesor (or profesora). (ir and ser share fui.)

7. Say in Spanish: "We saw Ana and gave her the book."

¥ Show answer

Vimos a Ana y le dimos el libro.

8. Explain the difference: No quise ir / No pude ir.

¥ Show answer

I refused to go / I couldn't go (and didn't).

9. Say in Spanish: "There was a party last night." (haber)

¥ Show answer
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Hubo una fiesta anoche. (hubo is invariable, singular or plural)

10. Correct the mistakes: Yo haci la cena. - Ellos dijieron la verdad. - El trajé el libro. - Yo

estuvé en casa. - Yo fui al cine.

¥ Show answer

Hice la cena - Dijeron la verdad - Trajo el libro - Estuve en casa - Fui al cine (fui, vi, di, dio

have no accent).

Coming up in Chapter 5: The Imperfect. The regular endings; the three irregulars (ser, ir,

ver); habit, description, background, age and time; estaba + gerund; and iba a.

Spanish Grammar 3 - Page 31




Spanish Grammar 3

THE RULE IN ONE BOX
-ar: -aba, -abas, -aba, -dbamos, -abais, -aban - -er / -ir: -ia, -ias, -ia, -ilamos, -iais, -ian.
Irregular: ser (era), ir (iba), ver (veia). No stem changes and no spelling changes. Use it

for habits, descriptions, background, age, time and actions in progress in the

-AR: HABLAR -ER: COMER -IR: VIVIR

hablaba comia vivia

hablabas comias vivias

él / ella / usted hablaba comia vivia

nosotros hablabamos comiamos viviamos

vosotros hablabais comiais viviais

ellos / ellas / ustedes hablaban comian vivian

Watch out: the yo and él forms are the same

In every imperfect, yo and él / ella / usted have the same form (hablaba, comia), so use a pronoun

or a name when it is not clear who is meant: Yo comia. / Ella comia. The -er / -ir endings all
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carry an accent on the 7, and the -ar nosotros form carries one on the 4 (hablabamos).

The three irregular verbs

ibas

él / ella / usted iba

nosotros éramos ibamos veiamos

vosotros erais ibais veiais

ellos / ellas / ustedes iban

Every other verb is regular in the imperfect, including those that change in the present or the

preterite: pensaba, podia, pedia, dormia, jugaba, buscaba, tenia, hacia, decia,

estaba. Haber gives habia (there was, there were).

Uses of the imperfect

USE

habits, repeated

actions

description of people

and things in the past

background, scene-

setting

EXAMPLE

Cada verano ibamos a la playa.

- De nifo, jugaba al futbol

todos los dias.

Mi abuela era alta y tenia el
pelo blanco. - La casa era

grande.

Llovia y hacia frio. - Habia

mucha gente en la calle.
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Every summer we used to go to the
beach. As a child | played football
every day.

My grandmother was tall and had

white hair. The house was big.

It was raining and cold. There were

lots of people in the street.




EXAMPLE ENGLISH
age Tenia diez anos. | was ten.

time of day Eran las tres. - Era la una. It was three o'clock. It was one

o'clock.

feelings, thoughts, Queria ir. - Pensaba que era | wanted to go. | thought it was

wishes facil. - Sabia la respuesta. easy. | knew the answer.

reported statements Dijo que venia mafana. He said he was coming tomorrow.

Estaba + gerund and iba a + infinitive

PHRASE MEANING EXAMPLE

estaba + was doing (in progress) Estaba trabajando cuando llamaste. - ;Qué

gerund estabas haciendo?

ibaa+ was going to (a plan, an Iba a llamarte, pero no tuve tiempo.

infinitive intention)

solia + used to Solia levantarme a las seis.

infinitive

seguia + was still doing Seguia lloviendo.

gerund

staba + gerund stresses that the action was in progress; the simple imperfect says the same

ith less emphasis (Trabajaba cuando llamaste is also correct).

Time words that call for the imperfect

siempre - todos los dias - cada verano - de niio / de pequeiio - a menudo -

normalmente - generalmente - a veces - mientras - en aquella época - antes

Watch out: "used to" and "would” in English
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English "I used to go" and "I would go every summer" (habit) are both the Spanish imperfect:
fbamos cada verano. English "would" for the conditional (I would go if...) is different (Spanish
Grammar 3 10). And English "was ... -ing" is often just the imperfect: Leia un libro. = I was

reading a book.

Latin America note

The imperfect is formed the same everywhere. Vos uses the tii forms (vos eras, tenias,
hablabas), and vosotros forms (hablabais) are replaced by ustedes hablaban in Latin America. The
uses are also the same; the main regional difference between past tenses concerns the preterite and

the present perfect (Spanish Grammar 3 7).

In Use — En situacion

(1 Childhood @ The scene

¢Como era tu vida de nifio? ¢Donde ¢Qué tiempo hacia aquel dia? é¢Qué

vivias? hora era?
What was your life like as a child? Where did What was the weather like that day? What

you live? time was it?

Viviamos en un pueblo pequeno. Llovia y hacia mucho frio. Eran las

fbamos a la playa en verano y ocho y habia poca gente en la calle.

comiamos siempre en casa de mi It was raining and very cold. It was eight
o'clock and there were few people in the street.

abuela.
We lived in a small village. We went to the
beach in summer and always ate at my

grandmother's.

@ A change of plan
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¢Qué estabas haciendo? Te llamé

tres veces.
What were you doing? I called you three

times.

Estaba duchandome. Iba a llamarte,
pero pensaba que estabas

trabajando.
I was in the shower. I was going to call you,

but I thought you were working.

B Quick Reference — Resumen

SUMMARY

-aba, -abas, -aba, -abamos, -abais, -aban

-er, -ir -ia, -1as, -ia, -lamos, -iais, -ian

irregular ser: era - ir: iba - ver: veia; habia from haber

habit, description, background, age, time, feelings, reported speech

phrases estaba + gerund, iba a + infinitive, solia + infinitive

time words siempre, de nifio, normalmente, mientras, a menudo, antes

no change no stem or spelling changes in any other verb

# Try It Yourself — Ejercicios

1. Conjugate trabajar and vivir in the imperfect.

Spanish Grammar 3 - Page 36




¥ Show answer

trabajaba - trabajabas - trabajaba - trabajabamos - trabajabais - trabajaban. vivia - vivias -

vivia - viviamos - viviais - vivian.

2. Conjugate ser, ir and ver in the imperfect.
¥ Show answer

era - eras - era - éramos - erais - eran. iba - ibas - iba - ibamos - ibais - iban. veia - veias - veia -

velamos - veiais - veian.

3. Fill in the imperfect: "De nino, yo (jugar) al fatbol." - "Mis padres (vivir) en Valencia." -

"Nosotros (ir) a la playa."
¥ Show answer

jugaba - vivian - ibamos.

4. Say in Spanish: "It was raining and it was cold." - "It was three o'clock." - "I was ten."

¥ Show answer

Llovia y hacia frio. - Eran las tres. - Tenia diez afos.

5. Say in Spanish: "My grandmother was tall and had white hair."

¥ Show answer

Mi abuela era alta y tenia el pelo blanco.

6. Say in Spanish: "I was working when you called." (two ways)

¥ Show answer

Estaba trabajando cuando llamaste. / Trabajaba cuando llamaste.

7. Say in Spanish: "I was going to call you, but I had no time."

¥ Show answer

Iba a llamarte, pero no tenia tiempo.

Spanish Grammar 3 - Page 37




8. Do pensar, poder and pedir change their stem in the imperfect? Give the yo forms.

¥ Show answer

No: pensaba, podia, pedia.

9. Say in Spanish: "We used to eat at my grandmother's every Sunday."

¥ Show answer

Comiamos en casa de mi abuela todos los domingos. / Soliamos comer en casa de mi

abuela...

10. Correct the mistakes: El hablabo. - Nosotros ibabamos. - Eran la una. - Veibamos la

tele.

¥ Show answer

El hablaba - Nosotros ibamos - Era la una (singular: one o'clock) - Veiamos la tele.

Coming up in Chapter 6: Preterite or Imperfect? The contrast with worked stories; the
time words that signal each; the same verb in both (conoci / conocia); interrupted actions

(dormia cuando sond...).
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sa Preterite or Imperfect? — ¢Pretérito o imperfecto?

THE RULE IN ONE BOX

PRETERITE = a completed event, a snapshot, the plot: llegué, abri, vi, dijo.

IMPERFECT = a habit, a description, an action in progress, the scene: llegaba, abria,

veia, decia. Ask: "Did it happen, start or finish at a moment? Or was it going on

/ usual / what things were like?" First case: preterite. Second: imperfect.

Side by side

role in a

story

time

repetition

English

example

PRETERITE

the events, the action

a point, or a period with an end

a stated number of times: fui tres

veces

“| went, | arrived, | said"

Abri la puerta.

Signal words

IMPERFECT

the scene, the background

open-ended, no beginning or end

given

habit: iba todos los dias

"l used to go, | was going, | was"

Abria la puerta cada manana.
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WORDS THAT SUGGEST THE PRETERITE WORDS THAT SUGGEST THE IMPERFECT

ayer, anoche, anteayer - el lunes, el afo siempre, a menudo, a veces - todos los dias,
pasado - una vez, dos veces - de repente - cada verano - de nifo / de pequefio -
en 2020, hace dos dias - por fin, entonces - normalmente, generalmente - mientras - en

durante tres afios aquella época - antes

These are helpful guides, not rules: the meaning decides. Siempre fui puntual en la

escuela. (a closed period viewed as a whole: preterite) can follow siempre.

orked story

Un dia de lluvia

Era un domingo de noviembre y llovia mucho. Yo estaba en casa y leia un libro.

It was a Sunday in November and it was raining a lot. I was at home reading a book. (scene: imperfect)

De repente sono el teléfono. Contesté y era mi hermana.

Suddenly the phone rang. I answered and it was my sister. (events: preterite; description: imperfect)

Me dijo que estaba en la estacion y que necesitaba ayuda. Cogi el paraguas, sali

y fui a buscarla.
She told me she was at the station and needed help. I grabbed the umbrella, went out and went to pick her

up. (sequence of events: preterite; her situation: imperfect)

Interrupted and simultaneous actions

PATTERN EXAMPLE ENGLISH

imperfect (in progress) + Dormia cuando soné el teléfono. | was sleeping when the phone
preterite (interruption) . Estaba cocinando cuando rang. | was cooking when you

“egaste_ arrived.
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PATTERN EXAMPLE ENGLISH

two simultaneous actions: Mientras yo cocinaba, ella leia. While | cooked, she read.

imperfect + imperfect

a sequence: preterite + Llegué, cené y me acosté. | arrived, had dinner and went

preterite to bed.

an action that happened Cuando era nifio, me rompi el When | was a child, | broke my

during a scene brazo. ik

The same verb in both tenses

PRETERITE: AN EVENT IMPERFECT: A STATE

conocer Conoci a Ana en 2020. | met Ana. Conocia a Ana desde ninos. | knew Ana

(already).
saber Supe la noticia ayer. | found out. Sabia la noticia. | knew the news.

querer Quise ayudarte. | tried to help. - No Queria ayudarte. | wanted to help (a wish). -

quise ir. | refused. No queria ir. | didn't want to go.

poder Pude terminarlo. | managed to. - No Podia terminarlo. | was able to (it was

pude. | couldn't (and didn't). possible).
Tuve un accidente. | had an accident. Tenia un coche rojo. | had a red car.

Estuve en Madrid tres dias. | was Estaba en Madrid cuando llamaste. | was
there three days. in Madrid.

La reunidn fue a las tres. The meeting Era tarde. It was late.

took place at three.

Watch out: duration with the preterite
A stated length of time with a clear end takes the preterite, even when it was long: Vivi en

Madrid cinco aios. - Trabajo alli toda su vida. The same time in the background takes the
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imperfect: Vivia en Madrid cuando nacidé mi hijo. If you say how long and it is finished, use

the preterite.

quick decision test

1. Could you put "then" or "suddenly" in front of it? Yes — preterite.

2. Could you put "used to" or "was -ing" in front of it? Yes — imperfect.

3. Is it a description (people, places, weather, age, time)? — imperfect.

4. Is it a single complete event, or a counted number of times? — preterite.

5. Is it a mental state (knew, wanted, thought, believed)? — usually imperfect; use

the preterite to say it started or was a one-off.

Latin America note

The choice between preterite and imperfect is the same in Spain and Latin America; the only regional
difference is the preterite against the present perfect for recent events (Spanish Grammar 3 7). In
stories, both regions use the same two tenses. Vos uses tii's forms in both (vos fuiste, vos eras), and

vosotros forms are replaced by ustedes.

In Use — En situacion

@ Meeting someone

¢Qué hacias cuando te llamé? ¢Como conociste a tu marido?

What were you doing when I called? How did you meet your husband?

Dormia. Me desperté cuando son6 Lo conoci en una fiesta. Yo tenia
el teléfono, pero no contesté a veinte afos y él trabajaba en un bar.

tiempo. Hablamos toda la noche.
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I was sleeping. I woke up when the phone I met him at a party. I was twenty and he

rang, but I didn't answer in time. worked in a bar. We talked all night.

@ The trip

¢Qué tal el viaje? ¢Hizo buen

tiempo?

How was the trip? Was the weather good?

Estuvimos una semana en Valencia.
Hacia sol cada dia, y todas las tardes

ibamos a la playa. Fue genial.
We spent a week in Valencia. It was sunny
every day, and every afternoon we went to the

beach. It was great.

B Quick Reference — Resumen

QUESTION

A completed event, a snapshot, a sequence of actions? preterite

A habit, "used to"? imperfect

A description (weather, age, time, people, places)? imperfect

An action in progress, interrupted? imperfect (interruption: preterite)
Two actions at the same time? imperfect + imperfect (mientras)
A stated duration with an end? preterite

A counted number of times? preterite

Mental state (knew, wanted)? imperfect; preterite = started or one-off
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# Try It Yourself — Ejercicios

1. Fill in: "Cuando (ser) nino, (vivir) en Madrid."
¥ Show answer

era - vivia.

2, Fill in: "Mientras yo (cocinar), ella (leer)."
¥ Show answer

cocinaba - leia. (two simultaneous background actions)

3. Fill in: "(Dormir, yo) cuando (sonar) el teléfono."
¥ Show answer

Dormia - sono.

4. Fill in: "(Hacer) frio y (Ilover) cuando (salir, yo) de casa."

¥ Show answer

Hacia - llovia - sali.

5. Fill in: "Anoche (conocer, yo) a Ana. Antes no la (conocer)."

¥ Show answer

conoci - conocia.

6. Fill in: "El afio pasado (ir, yo) a Madrid tres veces." - "Cada verano (ir, nosotros) a la
playa.”

¥ Show answer

fui (counted: preterite) - ibamos (habit: imperfect).

7. Say in Spanish: "I wanted to go, but I couldn't."
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¥ Show answer

Queria ir, pero no pude.

8. Say in Spanish: "He was tired, so he went to bed."

¥ Show answer

Estaba cansado, asi que se acosto.

9. Explain the difference: Vivi en Madrid cinco anos / Vivia en Madrid cuando nacié mi

hijo.
¥ Show answer

A finished period of five years (preterite) / the situation that formed the background to

another event (imperfect).

10. Correct the mistakes: De nifnio, fui a la playa cada verano. - Ayer llegaba a las ocho. -

Eran las tres cuando sonaba el teléfono.

¥ Show answer

De nifo, iba a la playa cada verano (habit) - Ayer llegué a las ocho (a single event) - Eran las

tres cuando sono el teléfono (an event that interrupted).

Coming up in Chapter 7: The Present Perfect. He, has, ha, hemos, habéis, han +

participle; where Spain uses it (recent past, "this morning", "this week"); where Latin America

prefers the preterite; and the position of pronouns and negation.
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® The Present Perfect — El pretérito perfecto

THE RULE IN ONE BOX

he, has, ha, hemos, habéis, han + past participle (invariable): he comido, has
visto, ha dicho. Use it for the recent past and for periods that are not finished (hoy,
esta semana, este ano, nunca, alguna vez, ya, todavia no). For a finished time (ayer, el
arno pasado, hace dos dias) use the preterite. Pronouns and no go before haber; nothing

goes between haber and the participle.

IRREGULAR: HACER -
DECIR - VER

-AR: HABLAR -ER: COMER -IR: VIVIR

he hecho - he dicho - he

visto

he hablado he comido he vivido

ta

WA [ EWATS 1|

nosotros

vosotros

has hablado

ha hablado

hemos

hablado

habéis

hablado

has comido

ha comido

hemos

comido

habéis

comido

has vivido

ha vivido

hemos

vivido

habéis

vivido

Spanish Grammar 3 - Page 46

has hecho

ha hecho

hemos hecho

habéis hecho




-AR: HABLAR -ER: COMER -IR: VIVIR IRREGULAR: HACER -

DECIR - VER

ellos / ellas / han hablado han comido han vivido han hecho

ustedes

Participles are in Spanish Grammar 3 2. The participle never changes here: ellas han escrito

(not escritas).

here Spain uses the present perfect

a period that includes now: hoy,
esta mafiana, esta semana, este

mes, este ano, este verano

experience up to now: alguna vez,

nunca, siempre, muchas veces

just done, or not yet: ya, todavia

no, aun no, ultimamente

recent events with relevance now

a situation still true: he vivido aqui

diez afios

EXAMPLE

Hoy he trabajado diez horas.

- Esta semana hemos tenido

mucho trabajo.

¢Alguna vez has estado en
Madrid? - Nunca he visto el

malr.

¢Ya has comido? - Todavia no

he terminado.

Se ha ido hace un momento. -

¢Qué ha pasado?

He vivido aqui diez afos. (I

still live here.)

Watch out: finished time takes the preterite

ENGLISH

Today I've worked ten
hours. This week we've

had a lot of work.

Have you ever been to
Madrid? I've never seen

the sea.

Have you eaten yet? |

haven't finished yet.

He left a moment ago.

What's happened?

I've lived here ten years.

With a time word that is over (ayer, anoche, la semana pasada, el aiio pasado, en 2020, hace dos

dias) use the preterite, even in Spain: Ayer trabajé diez horas. (not Ayer he trabajado).

Compare: He vivido aqui diez ainos. (I still live here) / Vivi aqui diez afios. (I don't any

more). The Spanish equivalent of "I've lived here for ten years" is often Llevo diez afios viviendo

aqui (Spanish Grammar 2 11).
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Preterite or present perfect?

PRESENT PERFECT (PERIOD STILL OPEN) PRETERITE (PERIOD CLOSED)

Esta manana he desayunado pronto. Ayer por la manana desayuné pronto.
Este afio he viajado mucho. El aflo pasado viajé mucho.

Esta semana ha llovido mucho. La semana pasada llovié mucho.

¢Has estado alguna vez en Escocia? iEstuviste en Escocia el verano pasado?

Pronouns, negation and adverbs

EXAMPLE

object and reflexive pronouns Lo he visto. - Me lo han dicho. - Se ha levantado tarde.

before haber
no before the pronouns No lo he visto. - No se lo he dicho.

nothing between haber and the Ya he comido. or He comido ya. (not He ya comido)
participle

questions: haber + participle ¢Ha llegado Ana? - ;Lo has terminado?
together

negative words Nunca he estado alli. - No he visto a nadie. - Todavia no he

comido nada.

here Latin America prefers the preterite

ENGLISH SPAIN (TYPICAL) MUCH OF LATIN AMERICA
(TYPICAL)

Have you eaten yet? ¢Ya has comido? iYa comiste?
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ENGLISH

| haven't seen it today.

What happened?

I've been very busy this

week.

Latin America note

SPAIN (TYPICAL)

Hoy no lo he visto.
¢Qué ha pasado?

Esta semana he estado muy

ocupado.

MUCH OF LATIN AMERICA
(TYPICAL)

Hoy no lo vi.

¢Qué paso?

Esta semana estuve muy

ocupado.

This is the largest regional difference among the past tenses. Many Latin American speakers (for

example in Mexico, the Caribbean and the River Plate) use the preterite for recent events and for

"today", and keep the present perfect mainly for experience or results with a link to now (¢Has

estado en Cuba?, Nunca he fumado); in parts of the Andes the present perfect is used more, as in

Spain. Both are correct, and you will be understood either way. The vosotros form (habéis) is used

only in Spain; elsewhere, ustedes han.

In Use — En situacion

@ Today

¢Qué has hecho hoy? ¢Ya has

comido?
What have you done today? Have you eaten

yet?

Esta mafiana he trabajado y he
escrito tres correos. Todavia no he

comido; ayer comi a las dos.
This morning I worked and wrote three
emails. I haven't eaten yet; yesterday I ate at

two.

@ Experience

¢Has estado alguna vez en Espana?

¢Has probado la paella?
Have you ever been to Spain? Have you tried

paella?

Si, he estado dos veces, pero nunca
he probado la paella. El afio pasado

fui a Valencia y no tuve tiempo.
Yes, I've been twice, but I've never tried paella.

Last year I went to Valencia and had no time.
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¢Qué ha pasado? ¢Alguien ha

llamado?
What's happened? Has anyone called?

Si, Ana ha llamado hace un

momento. Me ha dicho que se ha

perdido, pero ya la he encontrado.
Yes, Ana called a moment ago. She told me

she's got lost, but I've already found her.

B Quick Reference — Resumen

SUMMARY

form he, has, ha, hemos, habéis, han + participle (invariable)

open period hoy, esta manana, esta semana, este ano, ultimamente

experience alguna vez, nunca, siempre, muchas veces

already, not yet ya, todavia no, ain no

closed period preterite: ayer, anoche, el afio pasado, hace dos dias

position pronouns and no before haber; nothing between haber and the participle

regional Spain: present perfect for recent past; much of Latin America: preterite

# Try It Yourself — Ejercicios
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1. Conjugate comer and escribir in the present perfect.
¥ Show answer

he comido - has comido - ha comido - hemos comido - habéis comido - han comido. he

escrito - has escrito - ha escrito - hemos escrito - habéis escrito - han escrito.

2. Choose present perfect or preterite: "Esta manana (trabajar, yo) mucho." - "Ayer

(trabajar, yo) mucho."

¥ Show answer

he trabajado (this morning is still open) - trabajé (yesterday is closed).

1

3. Say in Spanish (Spain): "Have you ever been to Madrid?" and "I've never seen the sea.'

¥ Show answer

¢Has estado alguna vez en Madrid? - Nunca he visto el mar.

4. Say in Spanish: "I haven't finished yet." and "Have you eaten yet?"
¥ Show answer

Todavia no he terminado. - ¢Ya has comido?

5. Say in Spanish: "I've done it." (lo) and "I haven't said it." (lo)
¥ Show answer

Lo he hecho. - No lo he dicho.

6. Put in order: "visto / he / no / 10" and "han / me / dicho / lo".
¥ Show answer

No lo he visto. - Me lo han dicho.

7. Say in Spanish: "She has got up late." (levantarse)

¥ Show answer
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Se ha levantado tarde.

8. Explain the difference: He vivido aqui diez afios / Vivi aqui diez anos.
¥ Show answer

I've lived here for ten years (and I still do) / I lived here for ten years (and I no longer do).

9. A friend in Madrid says ¢Ya has comido? How might a friend in Mexico City say it?

¥ Show answer

¢Ya comiste? (preterite)

10. Correct the mistakes: He ayer comido. - Ayer he ido al cine. - He ya terminado. - Ellas

han escritas la carta.

¥ Show answer

Ayer comi / He comido hoy - Ayer fui al cine - Ya he terminado - Ellas han escrito la carta.

Coming up in Chapter 8: The Pluperfect and the Other Compound Tenses. Habia +
participle; acabar de and haber + participle; the future perfect (habré) and the conditional

perfect (habria); and the past anterior for reading.
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®¥ Other Compound Tenses — Otros tiempos

compuestos

THE RULE IN ONE BOX

Pluperfect: habia + participle = "had done" (an action before another past action).

Future perfect: habré + participle = "will have done" (finished before a future moment;

also a guess about the past). Conditional perfect: habria + participle = "would have

done". All use the same participle, invariable, with the same word order as Spanish

Grammar 3 7.

The pluperfect: habia + participle

yo

ta

él / ella / usted

nosotros

vosotros

ellos / ellas / ustedes

HABLAR

habia hablado

habias hablado

habia hablado

habiamos hablado

habiais hablado

habian hablado

habia comido

habias comido

habia comido

habiamos comido

habiais comido

habian comido
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habiais hecho
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EXAMPLE ENGLISH

an action before Cuando llegué, ya se habia ido. - When | arrived, he had already
another past action Ya habiamos cenado cuando left. We had already had dinner

llamaste. when you called.

experience up to a past Nunca habia visto el mar. | had never seen the sea.

moment

reported speech (a past Dijo que habia terminado. - Me He said he had finished. He told
reported) conté que habia vivido en me he had lived in Madrid.

Madrid.

with ya, todavia no, Todavia no habian llegado. - They hadn't arrived yet. By then

nunca, antes, para Para entonces, ya habia he had already finished.

entonces terminado.

Watch out: the pluperfect only for “earlier than"

Use habia + participle only when one past event is earlier than another past event or moment. Two
events in sequence stay in the preterite: Llegué y ella se fue. (I arrived and she left) against
Cuando llegué, ella ya se habia ido. (she left first). Spanish speakers often use the simple

preterite where English insists on "had" if the order is clear from antes, después, ya.

The future perfect: habré + participle

HABRE + PARTICIPLE

habré terminado

habras terminado

él / ella / usted habra terminado

nosotros habremos terminado

vosotros habréis terminado
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HABRE + PARTICIPLE

ellos / ellas / ustedes habran terminado

USE EXAMPLE ENGLISH

finished before a Mafana a esta hora ya habré By this time tomorrow I'll have
future moment terminado. - Para el viernes finished. By Friday we'll have

habremos acabado el proyecto. finished the project.

a guess about the Ya habra llegado. - No habra He'll have arrived by now. He
past or the present encontrado el camino. probably hasn't found the way.

result

The conditional perfect: habria + participle

HABRIA + PARTICIPLE
habria ido
habrias ido
él / ella / usted habria ido
nosotros habriamos ido
vosotros habriais ido

ellos / ellas / ustedes habrian ido

EXAMPLE ENGLISH

what would have Habria ido, pero no pude. - Yo no | would have gone, but | couldn't. |

happened lo habria hecho. wouldn't have done it.

reported future in Dijo que habria terminado para el He said he would have finished by

the past lunes. Monday.
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USE EXAMPLE ENGLISH

regret, criticism iMe lo habrias dicho! - Nos habria You should have told me! We would

gustado ver la pe||'cu|a' have liked to see the film.

The full "if I had known, I would have come" sentence needs the subjunctive in the si-clause (Si

hubiera sabido, habria venido); it is taught in Spanish Grammar 4.

Acabar de + infinitive against haber + participle

PHRASE EXAMPLE ENGLISH

acabo de + Acabo de llegar. - Acaban de I've just arrived. They've just left. (very

infinitive salir. recent)
he + participle He llegado a las ocho. I've arrived (at eight, earlier today).

acababa de + Acababa de salir cuando | had just left when you called.

infinitive llamaste.

habia + participle Habia salido a las cinco. | had left at five.

Acabar de stresses that the action happened just now; the compound tenses do not. It is only

used in the present and the imperfect for this meaning (acabo de, acababa de).

The past anterior (for reading)

HUBE + PARTICIPLE

yo hube terminado

ta hubiste terminado

él / ella / usted hubo terminado

nosotros hubimos terminado
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HUBE + PARTICIPLE
vosotros hubisteis terminado

ellos / ellas / ustedes hubieron terminado

The past anterior appears in literary writing after apenas, en cuanto, cuando, después de que:
penas hubo llegado, soné el teléfono. ("No sooner had he arrived than the phone
rang.") In speech and ordinary writing it is replaced by the preterite (Apenas llego, sono el

teléfono) or the pluperfect.

Latin America note

The pluperfect and the conditional perfect are used in the same way in Spain and Latin America. For
guesses about the past, speakers everywhere also use debe de haber + participle (Debe de haber
llegado), and in Latin America the future perfect for probability (habra llegado) is heard less than in
Spain. The past anterior is purely literary in both. Vosotros forms (habiais, habréis, habriais) are

used only in Spain.

In Use — En situacion

@ Too late @ Deadlines

¢Por qué no te quedaste? Cuando ¢Para cuando habras terminado el

llegué, ya te habias ido. informe?
Why didn't you stay? When I arrived, you had By when will you have finished the report?
already left.

Para el viernes ya lo habré enviado.

Acababa de salir cuando llamaste. Mi jefe dijo que lo habria revisado el
Habria vuelto, pero no tenia bateria. s
I had just left when you called. I would have By Friday I'll have sent it. My boss said he

come back, but I had no battery. would have reviewed it by Monday.
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@ A guess

Ana no contesta. ¢Habra llegado ya?

Ana isn't answering. Will she have arrived yet?

Seguro que si. Me dijo que habia
salido temprano, asi que ya habra

llegado.
I'm sure she has. She told me she had left

early, so she'll have arrived by now.

B Quick Reference — Resumen

TENSE FORM MEANING

pluperfect habia, habias, habia, habiamos, habiais, habian had done (before another

+ participle past event)

future perfect habré, habras, habra, habremos, habréis, habran will have done; probably did

+ participle

conditional habria, habrias, habria, habriamos, habriais, would have done

perfect habrian + participle

past anterior hube, hubiste, hubo, hubimos, hubisteis, literary: "no sooner had"

hubieron + participle

acabar de acabo de / acababa de + infinitive have / had just done

# Try It Yourself — Ejercicios

1. Conjugate ver in the pluperfect.
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¥ Show answer

habia visto - habias visto - habia visto - habiamos visto - habiais visto - habian visto.

2, Say in Spanish: "When I arrived, she had already left."

¥ Show answer

Cuando llegué, ella ya se habia ido.

3. Say in Spanish: "I had never seen the sea."
¥ Show answer

Nunca habia visto el mar.

4. Say in Spanish: "He said he had finished."

¥ Show answer

Dijo que habia terminado.

5. Conjugate terminar in the future perfect.

¥ Show answer

habré terminado - habras terminado - habra terminado - habremos terminado - habréis

terminado - habran terminado.

6. Say in Spanish: "By Friday we'll have finished." and "She'll have arrived by now."

¥ Show answer

Para el viernes habremos terminado. - Ya habra llegado.

7. Say in Spanish: "I would have gone, but I couldn't."

¥ Show answer

Habria ido, pero no pude.

8. Say in Spanish: "I've just arrived." and "I had just left."
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¥ Show answer

Acabo de llegar. - Acababa de salir.

9. Explain the difference: Llegué y ella se fue /| Cuando llegué, ella ya se habia ido.

¥ Show answer

First: I arrived, then she left (two events in sequence). Second: she had left before I arrived

(the pluperfect marks the earlier one).

10. Correct the mistakes: He habido comido. - Habria yo ido. - Acabo de llegué.

¥ Show answer

He comido (he habido is not used as a perfect) - Yo habria ido (nothing between habria and

the participle) - Acabo de llegar (infinitive after acabar de).

Coming up in Chapter 9: The Simple Future. The regular endings on the infinitive; the
twelve irregular stems (tendré, haré, diré, podré, saldré, vendré, pondré, querré, sabré, cabré,

habré, valdré); future against ir a; and the future of probability.
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B The Simple Future — El futuro simple

THE RULE IN ONE BOX

Infinitive + é, as, a4, emos, éis, an (the same for -ar, -er, -ir): hablaré, comeras,

vivird. Twelve verbs use an irregular stem instead (tendré, haré, diré, podré...), with the

same endings. In speech, ir a + infinitive is often used instead (voy a llamar); the

future is more formal and also expresses probability.

The regular forms

él / ella / usted

nosotros

vosotros

ellos / ellas / ustedes

-AR: HABLAR

hablaré

hablaras

hablara

hablaremos

hablaréis

hablaran

Watch out: accents, and no stem changes

-ER: COMER

comereé

comeras

comera

comeremos

comereéis

comeran

-IR: VIVIR

viviré

viviras

vivira

viviremos

viviréis

viviran

Every form carries a written accent except nosotros (hablaremos). Verbs with a stem change in

the present keep the infinitive: pensaré, volveré, pediré, dormiré, jugaré. Reflexive and
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object pronouns go before the verb, since the future is one word: Me levantaré. - Te llamaré. -

Se lo diré.

The twelve irregular stems

INFINITIVE COMPOUNDS
vowel replaced by tener tendré mantener — mantendré - detener
d
poner pondré componer — compondré - proponer
salir saldré sobresalir — sobresaldré
venir vendré convenir — convendré - intervenir

valer valdré equivaler — equivaldré

contracted hacer haré deshacer — desharé - satisfacer —

satisfaré
decir (predecir is regular: predeciré)
vowel dropped poder
querer
saber
caber

haber hay — habra

Full table of two of them:

tendré

tendras
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él / ella / usted tendra hara

nosotros tendremos haremos

vosotros tendréis haréis

ellos / ellas / ustedes tendran haran

hat the future is for

USE EXAMPLE ENGLISH

a future event, a Manana llovera en el norte. - El It will rain in the north
prediction afio que viene viajaremos a tomorrow. Next year we'll travel

Madrid. to Madrid.

a promise, a decision Te llamaré esta noche. - Lo haré, I'll call you tonight. I'll do it, |

te lo prometo. promise.

formal or written El tren saldra a las ocho. The train will leave at eight.

announcements

an order (strong) Me diras la verdad. You will tell me the truth.

Future orir a?

IR A + INFINITIVE FUTURE

style everyday speech more formal, written, or emphatic

near plan, Voy a llamar a Ana. Llamaré a Ana. (possible, but less usual in

intention speech)

predictions Va a llover. (the clouds are Llovera manana. (forecast)

there)
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IR A + INFINITIVE FUTURE
promises less usual Te lo prometo, lo haré.

probability Estara en casa.

The present tense is also used for a fixed plan: Mafiana salgo para Madrid. (Spanish

Grammar 2 11 covers ir a.)

The future of probability

The future also expresses a guess about the present: (D6nde esta Ana? — Estara en
casa. ("She'll be at home", "She's probably at home".) The future perfect (habra llegado,

Spanish Grammar 3 8) does the same for the past.

EXAMPLE ENGLISH

¢{Qué hora sera? — Seran las tres. What time can it be? — It must be about three.
Ana no contesta; estara trabajando. Ana isn't answering; she's probably working.
Tendra unos cuarenta afos. He must be around forty.

¢Cuanto costara? | wonder how much it costs.

Watch out: not after cuando or si

After cuando (when, for the future), en cuanto and similar time words, Spanish uses the
subjunctive, not the future: Cuando llegue, te llamaré (not cuando llegara). After si ("if", real
conditions) it uses the present: Si llueve, me quedaré en casa. (the if-clause stays in the

present; the result clause has the future). These patterns are in Spanish Grammar 4.

Latin America note

In everyday Latin American speech (as in Spain) the future is largely replaced by ir a + infinitive or

the present (Voy a llamarte, Manana te llamo), and keeps its place in writing, in promises and in
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in Spain.

In Use — En situacion

probability. Vos uses the same future forms as ti (vos tendras); vosotros (hablaréis) is used only

(1 Promise

¢Me llamaréas cuando llegues?

¢Vendras a la fiesta?
Will you call me when you arrive? Will you

come to the party?

Si, te llamaré. Saldré a las ocho y

estaré alli a las diez. Te lo prometo.
Yes, I'll call you. I'll leave at eight and be there

at ten. I promise.

@ A guess

Pablo no contesta. ¢Donde estara?

¢Qué hora sera?
Pablo isn't answering. Where can he be? What

time can it be?

Seran las diez. Estara en el trabajo;

tendra mucho que hacer.
It must be ten. He'll be at work; he'll have a lot

to do.

@ Forecast

¢Qué tiempo hara manana?

What will the weather be like tomorrow?

Llovera por la mafiana y por la tarde
habré sol. Las temperaturas
bajaran.

It will rain in the morning and there will be

sun in the afternoon. Temperatures will drop.
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B Quick Reference — Resumen

TOPIC SUMMARY

endings infinitive + &, as, a, emos, éis, an (all groups)

accents on every form except -emos

vowel — d tendré, pondré, saldré, vendré, valdré

contracted haré, diré

vowel dropped podré, querré, sabré, cabré, habré
future events, predictions, promises, formal announcements, probability
everyday near future; future for formal, promises, probability

not after cuando (subjunctive), si (present)

# Try It Yourself — Ejercicios

1. Conjugate hablar and vivir in the future.

¥ Show answer

hablaré - hablaras - hablara - hablaremos - hablaréis - hablaran. viviré - viviras - vivira -

viviremos - viviréis - viviran.

2. Give the yo form of: tener, poner, salir, venir, valer.

¥ Show answer

tendré - pondré - saldré - vendré - valdré.

3. Give the yo form of: hacer, decir, poder, querer, saber, caber.

¥ Show answer
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haré - diré - podré - querré - sabré - cabré.

4. Conjugate poder in the future.

¥ Show answer

podré - podras - podra - podremos - podréis - podran.

5. Say in Spanish: "I'll call you tonight." - "We'll travel next year." - "It will rain tomorrow."

¥ Show answer

Te llamaré esta noche. - Viajaremos el afio que viene. - Llovera manana.

6. Say in Spanish: "I'll tell you the truth." (use te and a pronoun for la verdad)
¥ Show answer

Te la diré. (la verdad is feminine, so the pronoun is la.)

7. Say in Spanish: "I'm going to call Ana" (ir a) and "I'll call Ana" (future).
¥ Show answer

Voy a llamar a Ana. - Llamaré a Ana.

8. Make a guess: "He's probably at home." - "What time can it be?" - "She must be forty."

¥ Show answer

Estara en casa. - ¢Qué hora sera? - Tendra cuarenta anos.

9. Fix: "Cuando llegara, te llamaré." and "Si llovera, me quedaré en casa."

¥ Show answer

Cuando llegue, te llamaré (subjunctive after cuando). Si llueve, me quedaré en casa

(present after si).

10. Correct the mistakes: Yo tenderé tiempo. - Ellos haceran la cena. - Nosotros

hablarémos.
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¥ Show answer

Tendré tiempo - Ellos haran la cena - Nosotros hablaremos (no accent in -emos).

Coming up in Chapter 10: The Conditional. The same endings on the same stems;

politeness (me gustaria, ¢podria...?); advice (deberias); the conditional of probability in the

past; and the reported future (dijo que vendria).
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@ The Conditional — El condicional

THE RULE IN ONE BOX
Infinitive + ia, ias, ia, iamos, iais, ian (the same for -ar, -er, -ir): hablaria,
comerias, viviria. The twelve irregular stems are the same as in the future (tendria,
haria, diria, podria...). Uses: politeness, advice, hypotheses, the reported future,

probability in the past.

-AR: HABLAR -ER: COMER -IR: VIVIR IRREGULAR: TENER - HACER
- PODER

hablaria comeria viviria tendria - haria - podria

hablarias comerias vivirias tendrias

él / ella / usted hablaria comeria viviria tendria

nosotros hablariamos comeriamos viviriamos tendriamos

vosotros hablariais comeriais viviriais tendriais

ellos / ellas / hablarian comerian vivirian tendrian

ustedes
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IRREGULAR STEMS (SAME AS THE FUTURE)

tener, poner, salir, venir, valer

hacer, decir

poder, querer, saber, caber, haber

haria, diria

Watch out: endings, accents and no stem changes

CONDITIONAL (YO)

tendria, pondria, saldria, vendria, valdria

podria, querria, sabria, cabria, habria

The conditional endings are the imperfect -er / -ir endings (-iq, -ias...) added to the infinitive, so

every form carries an accent on the i. Verbs with a stem change in the present keep the infinitive:

pensaria, volveria, pediria, dormiria. Pronouns go before the verb: Me gustaria. - Te lo

diria.

Uses of the conditional

politeness: requests

and wishes

advice, suggestions

hypotheses: what

would happen

reported future
(future seen from the

past)

probability in the
past

EXAMPLE

¢Podria ayudarme, por favor? - Me
gustaria reservar una mesa. - ¢Le

importaria abrir la ventana?

Deberias descansar. - Yo en tu lugar
hablaria con ella. - Yo que tu, no

iria.

Me compraria una casa en

Valencia. - ;Qué harias ta?

Dijo que vendria manana. -

Prometio que me llamaria.

Serian las tres cuando llego. -

Tendria unos veinte ahos entonces.
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Could you help me, please? I'd
like to book a table. Would you

mind opening the window?

You should rest. In your place I'd
talk to her. If | were you, |

wouldn't go.

I'd buy a house in Valencia. What

would you do?

He said he would come
tomorrow. He promised he'd call

me.

[t must have been about three
when he arrived. He must have

been about twenty then.




Poder, deber, querer: softening

DIRECT SOFTER (CONDITIONAL) ENGLISH

¢Puede ¢Podria ayudarme? Can you / Could you help me?

ayudarme?
Debes descansar. Deberias descansar. You must / You should rest.

Quiero un café. Querria un café. - Me gustaria un | want / I'd like a coffee.

café.

Es mejor ir ahora. Seria mejor ir ahora. It's better / It would be better to go

now.

Conditional or imperfect?

CONDITIONAL IMPERFECT

English "would" for a Me gustaria ir. (I would

hypothesis like to go.)

English "would" for a De nifo, ibamos a la playa cada verano.

past habit (We would go every summer.)

reported future Dijo que vendria. (he Dijo que venia. (he was coming, a plan)

would come)

a polite request ¢Podria ayudarme? Queria preguntarle algo. (| wanted to ask

you something, a polite opening)

The "would have" forms (habria ido) are the conditional perfect (Spanish Grammar 3 8). The
full "if..., I would..." sentences (Si tuviera dinero, compraria una casa) need the imperfect

subjunctive in the si-clause and are in Spanish Grammar 4.

Latin America note
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The conditional is formed and used the same way in Spain and Latin America. For polite requests

Latin American speakers also use quisiera (Quisiera un café, Quisiera preguntar...), a form of the

imperfect subjunctive that you will see in Spanish Grammar 4; querria sounds a little more formal.

Vos uses the same forms as ti7 (vos tendrias), and vosotros forms (tendriais) are used only in

Spain.

In Use — En situacion

(1 At the hotel

Buenos dias. Querria una habitacion
para dos noches, por favor. ¢Podria

decirme el precio?
Good morning. I'd like a room for two nights,

please. Could you tell me the price?

Por supuesto. Seria ochenta euros
por noche. é¢Le importaria esperar

un momento?
Of course. It would be eighty euros a night.

Would you mind waiting a moment?

3 Reported

¢Qué dijo Ana? ¢Vendria a la fiesta?
What did Ana say? Would she come to the
party?

Dijo que vendria, pero no sé a qué

hora. Serian las diez cuando me

@ Advice

Estoy muy cansado. No sé qué

hacer.

I'm very tired. I don't know what to do.

Deberias descansar. Yo en tu lugar
pediria unos dias de vacaciones y

me iria a la playa.
You should rest. In your place I'd ask for a few

days off and go to the beach.
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llamb.
She said she would come, but I don't know at
what time. It must have been ten when she

called me.

B Quick Reference — Resumen

SUMMARY
endings infinitive + ia, ias, ia, iamos, iais, ian

irregular stems same as the future: tendr-, pondr-, saldr-, vendr-, valdr-, har-, dir-, podr-,

querr-, sabr-, cabr-, habr-
politeness podria, me gustaria, querria, ;le importaria?
advice deberias, yo en tu lugar..., yo que tu...
hypothesis me compraria una casa
reported future dijo que vendria

probability in the serian las tres, tendria veinte anos

past

"would" of habit imperfect (ibamos), not the conditional

# Try It Yourself — Ejercicios

1. Conjugate hablar and vivir in the conditional.
¥ Show answer

hablaria - hablarias - hablaria - hablariamos - hablariais - hablarian. viviria - vivirias - viviria

- viviriamos - viviriais - vivirian.
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2. Give the yo form of: tener, hacer, decir, poder, querer, saber, venir, salir.

¥ Show answer

tendria - haria - diria - podria - querria - sabria - vendria - saldria.

3. Make polite: "¢Puede ayudarme?" - "Quiero un café." - "Es mejor ir ahora."

¥ Show answer

¢Podria ayudarme? - Querria / Me gustaria un café. - Seria mejor ir ahora.

4. Say in Spanish: "You should rest." and "In your place I would talk to her."
¥ Show answer

Deberias descansar. - Yo en tu lugar hablaria con ella.

5. Say in Spanish: "I would buy a house in Valencia." and "What would you do?" (t11)

¥ Show answer

Me compraria una casa en Valencia. - ¢Qué harias?

6. Say in Spanish: "She said she would come." and "He promised he would call me."

¥ Show answer

Dijo que vendria. - Prometi6 que me llamaria.

7. Say in Spanish: "It must have been three o'clock." and "He must have been twenty."

¥ Show answer

Serian las tres. - Tendria veinte afos.

8. Conditional or imperfect: "As a child we (would) go to the beach every summer." and "I

(would) like to go."

¥ Show answer

fbamos a la playa cada verano (imperfect: habit) - Me gustaria ir (conditional: wish).
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9. Is this a conditional or a future? "Dice que vendra." / "Dijo que vendria."
¥ Show answer

Future (the report is in the present) / conditional (the report is in the past: the future seen

from the past).

10. Correct the mistakes: Yo tenderia tiempo. - Ellos harien la cena. - Me gustaria ir. - Dijo

que vendra ayer.

¥ Show answer

Tendria tiempo - Ellos harian la cena - Me gustaria ir (accent on the 1) - Dijo que vendria (a

past report takes the conditional).

Coming up in Chapter 11: The Imperative. T and usted, vosotros, nosotros; the irregular
tit commands (di, haz, ve, pon, sal, sé, ten, ven); negative commands (the subjunctive forms, as

a set pattern); and pronouns with commands.
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Spanish Grammar 3

& The Imperative — El imperativo

THE RULE IN ONE BOX

ta: the él form of the present (habla, come, escribe), with 8 irregulars: di, haz, ve, pon,

sal, sé, ten, ven. vosotros: infinitive with -r — -d (hablad). usted / ustedes /

nosotros and every negative command: the "opposite-vowel" form (hable, hablen,

hablemos, no hables). Pronouns attach to a positive command (dimelo) and go before

a negative one (no me lo digas).

Positive commands

PERSON

nosotros

(let's...)

vosotros

ustedes

HOW IT IS MADE

= él form of the present

"opposite vowel" (-e for -ar; -a for

-er / -ir)

opposite vowel + -mos

infinitive, -r - -d

opposite vowel + -n

-AR:
HABLAR

habla

hable

hablemos comamos
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-IR:
ESCRIBIR

escribe

escriba

escribamos

escribid

escriban




Examples: Habla mas despacio, por favor. - Coma algo. - Escribid vuestro nombre

aqui. - Hablemos maiiana. - Abran el libro.

The eight irregular tG commands

INFINITIVE J INFINITIVE
decir salir
hacer

tener

poner pon venir

Compounds follow their verb: deshacer — deshaz - componer — compon - mantener

— mantén - convenir — convén - prevenir — preveén.
The same forms for usted: irregular

For usted, ustedes and nosotros the forms come from the yo form of the present: tengo —
enga - hago — haga - digo — diga - pongo — ponga - salgo — salga - vengo —

enga. Five verbs do not follow that rule:

vaya (usted), vayan sea, sean esté, estén dé, den sepa, sepan

For "let's go" the normal form is Vamos. (not vayamos): Vamos a casa.

Negative commands: a set pattern

Every negative command uses no + the "opposite-vowel" form. For ti take the yo form of the

present, drop -o, and add -es (for -ar verbs) or -as (for -er and -ir verbs):

POSITIVE (TU) NEGATIVE (TU) HOW

habla no hables hablo — habl- + -es
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POSITIVE (TU) NEGATIVE (TU)
no comas como — com- + -as
escribe no escribas escribo — escrib- + -as
haz no hagas hago — hag- + -as
di no digas digo - dig- + -as
no pongas pongo — pong- + -as
no vayas irregular

no seas irregular

PERSON POSITIVE NEGATIVE

ta Habla. No hables.
usted Hable. No hable.
nosotros Hablemos. No hablemos.
vosotros Hablad. No habléis.

ustedes Hablen. No hablen.

Watch out: spelling and the other irregulars

The vowel change keeps the sound of the stem, so verbs in -car, -gar, -zar change spelling again:
no busques (buscar), no pagues (pagar), no empieces (empezar). Irregular negative tif forms
to learn: no vayas, no seas, no estés, no des, no sepas. Stem-changers keep their changes:

no pienses, no duermas, no pidas.

Pronouns with commands
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EXAMPLE

positive pronouns are attached to the end, indirect Dimelo. - Hazlo. - Diselo. -

before direct, reflexive first Levantate.

negative pronouns go before the verb No me lo digas. - No lo hagas. -

No te levantes.

accent a written accent keeps the stress where it habla — hablame - di — dimelo -

was dé — dénos
usted same: attached in positive Digame. - Siéntese. - Hagalo.

nosotros final -s dropped before nos / se Levantémonos. - VAmonos. -

Démoselo.

vosotros final -d dropped before os Levantaos. - Sentaos. (exception:

reflexive Idos.)

Using commands politely

A bare command can sound abrupt. Soften it with por favor, a question (¢Puedes...?,
¢Podria...?, Spanish Grammar 3 10), or use usted with strangers. Notices, recipes and

instructions often use the infinitive instead: No fumar. - Ailadir sal y mezclar. -

Empujar.

Latin America note

In Latin America vosotros commands (hablad) are not used: for a group, use ustedes (hablen,
vengan, siéntense). In the vos areas the positive command drops the -r of the infinitive and stresses
the last vowel: habla, comé, vivi, veni, deci, hacé, poné; the negative command normally

uses the ti7 form (no hables). Vamos for "let's go" is general.

In Use — En situacion
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@ A friend

Dime qué pasa. No te preocupes,

siéntate y cuéntamelo.
Tell me what's wrong. Don't worry, sit down

and tell me about it.

Ven aqui y no hables tan alto. Pon la

tele méas baja.
Come here and don't talk so loudly. Turn the

TV down.

@ A group

Chicos, abrid los libros, leed la

pagina tres y no habléis.
Kids, open your books, read page three and

don't talk.

Vamos a empezar. Sentaos, por

favor, y escribid vuestro nombre.
Let's begin. Sit down, please, and write your

name.

B Quick Reference — Resumen

@ A stranger

Perdone, écomo llego a la estacion?

Excuse me, how do I get to the station?

Siga todo recto, gire a la derecha y
cruce la plaza. No se pierda;

pregunte alli.
Go straight on, turn right and cross the

square. Don't get lost; ask there.

SUMMARY

él form: habla, come, escribe; irregular: di, haz, ve, pon, sal, sé, ten, ven
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TOPIC SUMMARY

usted, ustedes, opposite vowel: hable, hablen, hablemos; vamos = let's go

nosotros

vosotros -r — -d: hablad (reflexive: levantaos; idos)

negative (all persons) no + opposite vowel: no hables, no hable, no hablemos, no habléis, no
hablen

negative irregular no vayas, no seas, no estés, no des, no sepas

spelling no busques, no pagues, no empieces

pronouns attached to a positive command (with accent); before a negative one

# Try It Yourself — Ejercicios

1. Give the ti command of: hablar, comer, escribir, abrir.

¥ Show answer

habla - come - escribe - abre.

2, Give the irregular t1 command of: decir, hacer, ir, poner, salir, ser, tener, venir.
¥ Show answer

di - haz - ve - pon - sal - sé - ten - ven.

3. Give the usted and ustedes commands of: hablar, comer, tener, venir.

¥ Show answer

hable, hablen - coma, coman - tenga, tengan - venga, vengan.

4. Give the vosotros command of: hablar, comer, escribir. And "let's speak”.

¥ Show answer
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hablad - comed - escribid. Hablemos.

" " n_zn

5. Make negative (ti1): "habla" - "come" - "haz" - "di" - "ve" - "sé".

¥ Show answer

no hables - no comas - no hagas - no digas - no vayas - no seas.

6. Make negative (t11): "busca" - "paga" - "empieza".
¥ Show answer

no busques - no pagues - no empieces (spelling keeps the sound).

7. Add the pronoun: "Di + me + lo" - "Haz + lo" - "Levanta + te" - "Dé + nos + lo (usted)".
¥ Show answer

Dimelo - Hazlo - Levantate - Dénoslo.

8. Make negative with the pronouns before the verb: "Dimelo" - "Hazlo" - "Levantate".

¥ Show answer

No me lo digas - No lo hagas - No te levantes.

9. Say in Spanish (usted): "Sit down, please." and "Tell me."

¥ Show answer

Siéntese, por favor. - Digame.

10. Correct the mistakes: Hace la cena. - No habla tan alto. - Dime lo. - No ve alli. -

Levantadvos.

¥ Show answer

Haz la cena (irregular ti7) - No hables tan alto (negative t17) - Dimelo (attached, with accent)

- No vayas alli - Levantaos (drop the d before o0s).
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Coming up in Chapter 12: Putting It Together. The tense map completed; a decision

procedure; an error-spotting clinic; and the Course Complete recap, with a pointer to Spanish

Grammar 4.
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Spanish Grammar 3

¥ Putting It Together — Todo junto

THE RULE IN ONE BOX

Simple tenses are one word (hablé, hablaba, hablaré, hablaria); compound tenses

are haber + an invariable participle (he hablado, habia hablado, habré hablado, habria

hablado). Choose by time (past, present, future), by view (event or background, a closed

or open period), and by attitude (fact, politeness, command). The first verb always

carries the person; the participle never changes.

The completed tense map

preterite

imperfect

present perfect

pluperfect

future

future perfect

FORM (HABLAR,
YO)

hablé

hablaba

he hablado

habia hablado

hablaré

habré hablado

USE IN ONE LINE CHAPTER

a completed event in the past

habit, description, background, action in

progress

recent past, an open period, experience up

to now

earlier than another past event

will; promises; probability (now)

will have; probably did
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FORM (HABLAR, USE IN ONE LINE CHAPTER
170))

conditional hablaria would; politeness; advice; reported future

conditional habria hablado would have

perfect

imperative habla - no commands
hables

past anterior hube hablado literary, for reading only

One verb through every tense: hacer

EL / ELLA NOSOTROS VOSOTROS ELLOS /
/ USTED USTEDES

present haces hace hacemos hacéis hacen
JEEIE hiciste hizo hicimos hicisteis hicieron
imperfect hacias hacia haciamos haciais hacian

present he has ha hecho hemos habéis han hecho

perfect hecho hecho hecho hecho

pluperfect habia habias habia habiamos habiais habian

hecho hecho hecho hecho hecho hecho
future haré haras hara haremos haréis haran
conditional haria ENES haria hariamos W EREIS harian

imperative haz - no haga - no hagamos haced - no hagan - no

hagas haga hagais hagan

The same story in every tense
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SENTENCE
preterite Ayer hice la cena.

imperfect Mientras hacia la cena, son¢ el

teléfono.

present perfect Hoy ya he hecho la cena.
(Spain)

pluperfect Cuando llegaste, ya habia hecho

la cena.
future Manana haré la cena.

future perfect Para las ocho ya habré hecho la

cena.

conditional Yo haria la cena, pero no tengo

tiempo.

conditional perfect Habria hecho la cena, pero no

pude.

imperative Haz la cena y no hagas ruido.

decision procedure

MEANING

Yesterday | made dinner.

While | was making dinner, the

phone rang.

Today I've already made dinner.

When you arrived, | had already

made dinner.

Tomorrow I'll make dinner.

By eight I'll have made dinner.

| would make dinner, but | have no

time.

| would have made dinner, but |

couldn't.

Make dinner and don't make a noise.

1. When is it? Past, present or future. Past: go to step 2. Future: ir a in speech, the future in

writing, promises and probability (Chapter 9). Command: imperative (Chapter 11).

. Past: one event or a scene? A completed event, a sequence, a stated duration with an

end — preterite. A habit, a description, an action in progress, age and time — imperfect

(Chapters 3 to 6).

. Is the period still open? hoy, esta manana, esta semana, ya, todavia no, alguna vez —

present perfect in Spain; the preterite is common in much of Latin America (Chapter 7).

. Earlier than another past event? — pluperfect (habia + participle). Earlier than a

future moment — future perfect (Chapter 8).
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5. Hypothetical, polite or advising? — conditional (me gustaria, podria, deberias);
"would have" — conditional perfect (Chapters 8 and 10).

6. Which stem? The irregular stems (tuv-, hic-, dij-, tendr-, har-) are shared between the
preterite and the future / conditional groups, so learn them together (Chapters 4, 9, 10).

7. Participle? Invariable after haber; irregular participles: hecho, dicho, visto, puesto,
escrito, abierto, vuelto, roto, muerto (Chapter 2).

8. Pronouns and negation? Before haber or before the conjugated verb; attached to a

positive command; before a negative one (Chapters 7 and 11).

Latin America note

The tense system is the same across the Spanish-speaking world. The differences to keep in mind:
present perfect against preterite for recent events (Chapter 7); the future being replaced by ir
a or the present in speech (Chapter 9); quisiera as a polite request alongside querria (Chapter 10);

and the vos forms and ustedes commands (Chapter 11). Vosotros and os are used only in Spain.

Error-spotting clinic

He escribido una carta. He escrito una carta. irregular participle (Chapter 2)

Yo buscé una casa. Busqué una casa. ¢ — qu in the preterite (Chapter 3)
El pedié café. El pidio café. e — (in the 3rd person (Chapter 3)
Ellos dijieron la verdad. Ellos dijeron la verdad. -eron after j (Chapter 4)

Yo fui al cine. Fui al cine. no accent on fui (Chapter 4)

De nifo fui a la playa De nifio iba a la playa habit: imperfect (Chapters 5 and 6)

cada verano. cada verano.
Ayer he comido en casa. Ayer comi en casa. closed period: preterite (Chapter 7)

He ya comido. Ya he comido. nothing between haber and the

participle (Chapter 7)
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Cuando llegué, ella se

fue.

Yo tenderé tiempo.

Dijo que vendra ayer.

No hace la cena.

(command)

Dime lo.

Cuando llegué, ella ya se
habia ido.

Tendré tiempo.

Dijo que vendria.

No hagas la cena.

Dimelo.

In Use — En situacion

earlier event: pluperfect (Chapter 8)

irregular stem (Chapter 9)

reported future: conditional (Chapter
10)

negative command (Chapter 11)

pronouns attach, with an accent
(Chapter 11)

@ Telling a story

@ Plans and politeness

¢Qué paso el sabado? Estabas muy

raro.

What happened on Saturday? You were acting

strange.

Llovia y yo volvia a casa cuando vi a

Ana. Habia perdido las llaves, asi

que la invité a venir conmigo;

hicimos la cena juntos.

It was raining and I was going home when I

saw Ana. She had lost her keys, so I invited her

to come with me; we made dinner together.

¢Podrias ayudarme manana? Habré
terminado el informe a las cinco y

me gustaria revisarlo contigo.
Could you help me tomorrow? I'll have
finished the report by five and I'd like to go

over it with you.

Claro, iré. Dime a qué hora y no te

preocupes; lo haremos juntos.
Of course, I'll come. Tell me what time and

don't worry; we'll do it together.
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@ Regrets

¢Por qué no viniste ayer? Habria

sido divertido.
Why didn't you come yesterday? It would have

been fun.

Quise ir, pero tuve que trabajar.
Hoy he descansado y manana saldré

contigo.
I wanted to go, but I had to work. Today I've

rested and tomorrow I'll go out with you.

B Quick Reference — Resumen del curso

CHAPTER KEY POINT

The tense map simple and compound tenses; moods

Past participles -ado, -ido; irregulars; haber against tener

Preterite: regular -é, -aste, -0...; spelling; stem changes in -ir

Preterite: irregular irregular stems, shared endings; fui, di, vi

Imperfect -aba, -ia; era, iba, veia

Preterite or imperfect events against background

Present perfect open period; Spain against Latin America

Other compound tenses habia, habré, habria + participle

Simple future infinitive + &; 12 irregular stems; probability

Conditional politeness, advice, reported future
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CHAPTER TOPIC KEY POINT

11 Imperative habla, hable, hablad; no hables

# Try It Yourself — Ejercicios

1. Give the yo form of tener in: preterite, imperfect, present perfect, future, conditional.

¥ Show answer

tuve - tenia - he tenido - tendré - tendria.

2. Give the él form of decir in: preterite, imperfect, pluperfect, future, conditional.

¥ Show answer

dijo - decia - habia dicho - dira - diria.

3. Preterite or imperfect: "Cuando (ser) nifo, (vivir) en Madrid." - "Ayer (llegar) a las ocho."

¥ Show answer

era - vivia - llegué.

4. Say in Spanish: "I was sleeping when the phone rang."

¥ Show answer

Dormia cuando sono el teléfono.

5. Say in Spanish (Spain): "Today I've worked ten hours." and (in the past) "Yesterday I

worked ten hours."
¥ Show answer

Hoy he trabajado diez horas. - Ayer trabajé diez horas.

6. Say in Spanish: "When I arrived, she had already left."
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¥ Show answer

Cuando llegué, ella ya se habia ido.

7. Say in Spanish: "I'll have finished by Friday." and "I would have gone, but I couldn't."

¥ Show answer

Habré terminado para el viernes. - Habria ido, pero no pude.

8. Say in Spanish: "Could you help me, please?" and "You should rest."
¥ Show answer

¢Podria ayudarme, por favor? - Deberias descansar.

9. Say in Spanish (ti1): "Tell me, but don't tell her." (use decir)
¥ Show answer

Dimelo, pero no se lo digas a ella. (pronouns attached in the positive, before the verb in the

negative)

10. Correct the mistakes: Ayer he comido tarde. - Dijo que vendra ayer. - He ya

terminado. - No hace ruido (command).

¥ Show answer

Ayer comi tarde - Dijo que vendria - Ya he terminado - No hagas ruido.

Course complete! g You now have the whole indicative system: the past, present, future,
conditional and imperative, with the compound tenses. The next step is Spanish Grammar 4,

which adds the subjunctive, clauses, the passive, reported speech and written Spanish.
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