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Spanish Grammar 2

[ The Verb Map — El mapa del verbo

THE RULE IN ONE BOX
A Spanish verb = stem + ending. The dictionary form is the infinitive, which ends in -
ar, -er or -ir. Remove those two letters to get the stem: habl-ar, com-er, viv-ir. In the

present tense the ending shows the person and number (hablo, hablas, habla...), so the

subject pronoun is usually dropped.

Stem and ending

INFINITIVE ENDING ENGLISH

hablar 1st group to speak

2nd group to eat

vivir Viv- [ 3rd group to live

The group number is only a label (some books number them the other way); what matters is the
owel, because each group has its own set of endings. -ar verbs are by far the commonest,

and most new verbs coined in Spanish are -ar verbs (chatear, googlear, formatear).

Person and number
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A verb has six present-tense forms: three persons, singular and plural. Here they are with the
regular endings of the three groups (the full treatment, with the spelling changes, is Spanish

Grammar 2 2).

PERSON PRONOUN

1st singular yo hablo

2nd singular (familiar) ta hablas vives
3rd singular él, ella, usted habla vive

1st plural nosotros, nosotras hablamos comemos vivimos
2nd plural (familiar, Spain) vosotros, vosotras hablais coméis vivis

3rd plural ellos, ellas, ustedes hablan viven

Watch out: usted takes the 3rd-person verb

usted (formal "you") shares the verb form of él / ella, and ustedes shares the form of ellos / ellas. In
Latin America ustedes also replaces vosotros completely, so the -dis / -éis / -is column is not used

there. See Spanish Grammar 1 9 for the whole pronoun system, including vos.

Subject pronouns: when to drop them

Because the ending tells you the person, the pronoun is normally left out. You add it only for

emphasis, contrast or to clear up an ambiguous form.

SITUATION EXAMPLE ENGLISH

normal: pronoun Vivo en Edimburgo. - Trabajamos en | live in Edinburgh. We work in IT.

dropped informatica.

contrast Yo hablo espaiiol; ella habla aleman. | speak Spanish; she speaks

German.

emphasis ¢Quién vive aqui? — Yo. Who lives here? — | do.
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SITUATION EXAMPLE ENGLISH

ambiguous form ;Quién habla? ;El o ella? (habla could he or she?

be él, ella or usted)

politeness with ¢Usted vive aqui? Do you live here? (formal, a little

usted more courteous)

English needs "I", "you", "she" every time; Spanish does not, and a learner who keeps the

pronoun everywhere sounds stiff.

The forms this course builds

A verb has more than one family of forms. This course covers the present indicative, plus the

two forms you need to build verb phrases, and the chapters below fill in each part of the map.

EXAMPLE (HABLAR)

infinitive hablar dictionary form; after other verbs (quiero

hablar); Spanish Grammar 2 11

present, regular hablo, hablas,

habla...

Spanish Grammar 2 2

present, ser and estar soy, eres, es - estoy, Spanish Grammar 2 3

estas, esta

present, irregular yo and

common irregulars

present, stem-changing

reflexive verbs

gustar-type verbs

tengo, voy, hago,

digo

pienso, puedo, pido

me levanto, te

llamas

me gusta, me

duelen

Spanish Grammar 2 4

Spanish Grammar 2 5

Spanish Grammar 2 6

Spanish Grammar 2 7
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FORM EXAMPLE (HABLAR) WHERE

gerund (-ando / -iendo) hablando (estoy Spanish Grammar 2 11
hablando)

Not in this course
The past participle (hablado) and all the past and future tenses (preterite, imperfect, future,
conditional) belong to Spanish Grammar 3, and the subjunctive to Spanish Grammar 4. This

course stays in the present, which is the tense you will use most.

Types of verb: a first sort

Every Spanish verb falls into one of a handful of types. Spotting which type you have is the first

step in conjugating it.
WHAT HAPPENS EXAMPLES CHAPTER

regular stem never changes; hablar, comer, vivir

regular endings

regular with only the spelling shifts to coger — cojo (not cogo) - seguir

spelling changes keep the sound — sigo (not siguo)

stem-changing a stem vowel changes in pensar — pienso, pensamos -

("boot") verbs 4 of the 6 forms poder — puedo, podemos
irregular yo only the yo form is odd hacer — hago - salir — salgo

fully irregular most or all forms are ser, estar, ir, haber

individual

reflexive takes me, te, se...; levantarse, llamarse

infinitive ends in -se

Latin America note
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The vosotros forms (hablais, coméis, vivis) are used only in Spain. In Latin America the plural "you"
is always ustedes with the 3rd-person plural verb (ustedes hablan), and in some regions (Argentina,
Uruguay, parts of Central America) the singular familiar "you" is vos, with its own stressed endings

(vos hablas, comés, vivis). Everything else in this course is shared.

In Use — En situacion

@ Meeting @ Contrast

¢Donde vives? Mi hermana habla aleméan y yo

Where do you live? hablo espanol.

My sister speaks German and I speak Spanish.

Vivo en Edimburgo. Trabajo en

soporte técnico. ¢Y vosotros hablais inglés en casa?
I live in Edinburgh. I work in technical And do you (both) speak English at home?
support.

@ Formal

Perdone, ¢usted trabaja aqui?

Excuse me, do you work here?

Si, trabajo en la recepcién. ¢Busca a
alguien?
Yes, I work at reception. Are you looking for

someone?

B Quick Reference — Resumen
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CONCEPT SUMMARY

structure verb = stem + ending; infinitive in -ar, -er, -ir

person and 6 forms: yo, tu, él / ella / usted, nosotros, vosotros, ellos / ellas / ustedes

number
pronoun drop it normally; use it for emphasis, contrast or clarity
usted / ustedes 3rd-person verb forms

this course present tense in all its types, ser / estar, gustar, negation and questions, object

pronouns, por / para, verb phrases

Spanish Grammar 2 2: the regular endings in full

# Try It Yourself — Ejercicios

1. Give the stem and the group of: cantar, beber, escribir, trabajar, aprender.

¥ Show answer

cant- (-ar) - beb- (-er) - escrib- (-ir) - trabaj- (-ar) - aprend- (-er).

2. Which person and number is each? hablamos - comes - viven - vivo - hablais - habla
¥ Show answer

1st plural - 2nd singular - 3rd plural - 1st singular - 2nd plural (vosotros) - 3rd singular.

3. Say in Spanish: "I live in Edinburgh." (no pronoun)
¥ Show answer

Vivo en Edimburgo.

4. Say in Spanish: "She speaks German and I speak Spanish." (contrast)

¥ Show answer

Spanish Grammar 2 - Page 7




Ella habla aleméan y yo hablo espafiol. (pronouns kept for the contrast)

5. Fill in with the present of comer: "Nosotros en casa." - "Ellos tarde." - "Ta

mucho."

¥ Show answer

comemaos - comen - comes.

6. Which verb form goes with usted: hablas, habla, hablais?

¥ Show answer

habla (3rd singular, like él and ella).

7. You are in Mexico speaking to two friends. Do you say habldis or hablan?
¥ Show answer

hablan (with ustedes); vosotros hablais is Spain only.

8. Sort by type: hablar, pensar, hacer, ser, levantarse.

¥ Show answer

hablar: regular - pensar: stem-changing - hacer: irregular yo (hago) - ser: fully irregular -

levantarse: reflexive.

9. Is the pronoun needed? "(Yo) vivo en Madrid." - "Yo vivo en Madrid, no ti1."
¥ Show answer

First: no, drop it (Vivo en Madrid.). Second: yes, for the contrast.

10. Name the six present-tense forms of vivir in order.
¥ Show answer

ViVO - vives - vive - vivimos - Vivis - viven.
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Coming up in Chapter 2: Regular Verbs: -ar, -er, -ir. The endings in all six persons in

full, the spelling changes (-car, -gar, -zar), the nosotros and vosotros forms of the -ir verbs, and

verbs in -uir and -iar / -uar.
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Spanish Grammar 2

¢ Regular Verbs — Los verbos regulares

THE RULE IN ONE BOX
Drop -ar / -er / -ir and add the endings: -ar: -o, -as, -a, -amos, -ais, -an - -er: -o, -
es, -e, -emos, -€is, -en - -ir: -0, -es, -e, -imos, -is, -en. The -er and -ir sets differ

only in the nosotros and vosotros forms.

The three sets of endings

-AR: HABLAR -ER: COMER -IR: VIVIR

hablo vivo

hablas vives

él / ella / usted habla vive

nosotros WEET comemos vivimos

vosotros hablais coméis vivis

ellos / ellas / ustedes hablan viven

Watch out: the pattern is easy to remember

The -ar verbs use a in the endings (-as, -a, -amos, -dis, -an) and the -er verbs use e (-es, -e, -emos,
-éis, -en); the -ir verbs borrow the -er endings except for -imos and -is. The only accents are in -dis,

-eis, -1s, to mark the stress.
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Some common regular verbs

trabajar to work - estudiar to beber to drink - aprender to escribir to write - abrir to open

study - cantar to sing learn - leer to read - recibir to receive

comprar to buy - necesitar to vender to sell - correr to run subir to go up - decidir to

need - escuchar to listen - creer to believe decide - partir to leave, split

Spelling changes

A regular verb sometimes changes its spelling (not its sound) so that the pronunciation stays
the same. In the present tense the change appears only in the yo form of verbs whose stem

ends in a soft g or c.

INFINITIVE ENDING CHANGE IN YO EXAMPLE

-ger, -gir g — j (keeps the "h" coger — cojo, coges - dirigir — dirijo,

sound before o) diriges - escoger — escojo
-guir qu-—g9 distinguir — distingo, distingues

-cer, -cir after a vencer — Venzo, vences - ejercer — ejerzo

consonant

The rest of the verb is regular: cojo, coges, coge, cogemos, cogéis, cogen.

Watch out: -car, -gar and -zar do not change in the present

Verbs in -car, -gar, -zar keep their spelling in the present tense: busco, buscas - pago, pagas -
cruzo, cruzas. The changes (¢ — qu, g — gu, z — c) appear in the preterite and the

subjunctive (busqué, pagué, crucé), which are in Spanish Grammar 3 and Spanish Grammar 4.

The -ir verbs: nosotros and vosotros
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Compare the two plural forms of -er and -ir verbs, the only place where they differ:

-ER: COMER -IR: VIVIR
nosotros comemos vivimos

vosotros comeis Vivis

This is easy to forget in speech: vivemos and escribemos are mistakes; the forms are

vivimos, escribimos.

erbs in -uir

erbs ending in -uir (not -guir or -quir) add a y before the endings that start with o, a, e. They

ave no stress changes, only the y:

CONSTRUIR (TO BUILD) EXAMPLES OF THE GROUP

construyo, construyes, construye, incluir to include - destruir to destroy - huir to flee -
construimos, construis, construyen contribuir to contribute - distribuir to distribute -

sustituir to replace

The nosotros and vosotros forms keep the i and have no y: construimos, construis.

erbs in -iar and -uar

Many verbs ending in -iar and -uar put a stress accent on the i / u in all forms except

nosotros and vosotros:

ENVIAR (TO SEND) CONTINUAR (TO CONTINUE)
envio contindio
tu envias continaas

él / ella / usted envia continaa
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ENVIAR (TO SEND) CONTINUAR (TO CONTINUE)
nosotros enviamos continuamos
vosotros enviais continuais

ellos / ellas / ustedes envian contintian

WITH THE ACCENT WITHOUT (FULLY REGULAR)

enviar, guiar, esquiar, confiar, variar, vaciar, criar - estudiar, cambiar, copiar, limpiar, odiar,

continuar, actuar, graduar, situar, acentuar anunciar - averiguar (averiguo)

There is no rule that tells you which -iar verbs take the accent, so learn the common ones: the

most useful verbs without it are estudiar, cambiar, copiar, limpiar.

Latin America note
The regular endings are the same everywhere except for the vosotros column, which is replaced by
ustedes (ustedes hablan, comen, viven). In the vos areas the vos forms are the vosotros forms

without the i: vos hablas, comés, vivis.

In Use — En situacion

@ Family

¢Qué haces en tu trabajo? Mis padres viven en Valencia y

What do you do in your job? comen en casa de mi abuela los

domingos.
My parents live in Valencia and eat at my

Recibo llamadas, escribo informes y
grandmother's on Sundays.

envio correos todo el dia.
I receive calls, write reports and send emails

all day.
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Nosotros escribimos a los abuelos

cada semana.

We write to the grandparents every week.

@ Projects

¢Donde construyen la nueva

oficina?
Where are they building the new office?

La construyen cerca del rio. Yo
contintio con el diseno y escojo los

colores.
They're building it near the river. I'm
continuing with the design and choosing the

colours.

B Quick Reference — Resumen

SUMMARY

-0, -as, -a, -amos, -ais, -an

-0, -€s, -e, -emos, -éis, -en

-0, -€s, -e, -imos, -is, -en
-ger / -gir yo: g = j (cojo, dirijo)
-guir yo: gu — g (distingo)

-cer / -cir after a yo: ¢ = z (venzo)

consonant
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SUMMARY
-car / -gar / -zar no change in the present (busco, pago, cruzo)
-uir y before o, a, e (construyo, construyen)

-iar / -uar many take i / U except nosotros, vosotros (envio, continuo); others regular

(estudio)

# Try It Yourself — Ejercicios

1. Conjugate trabajar in all six persons.

¥ Show answer

trabajo - trabajas - trabaja - trabajamos - trabajais - trabajan.

2. Fill in: "Nosotros (vivir) en Edimburgo." - "Vosotros (escribir) mucho." - "Ellos (beber)

Zn

te.

¥ Show answer

vivimos - escribis - beben.

3. Give the yo form of: coger, dirigir, vencer, distinguir.
¥ Show answer

cojo - dirijo - venzo - distingo.

4. Give the yo form of: buscar, pagar, cruzar. Is there a spelling change?

¥ Show answer

busco - pago - cruzo. No change in the present; the changes (busqué, pagué, crucé) come in

the preterite.

5. Conjugate construir in the present.
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¥ Show answer

construyo - construyes - construye - construimos - construis - construyen.

1

6. Fill in: "Yo (enviar) un correo." - "Ta (continuar) aqui." - "Nosotros (enviar) dos.'

¥ Show answer

envio - continuas - enviamos.

7. Fill in: "Yo (estudiar) espanol." - "Ellos (cambiar) de piso."
¥ Show answer

estudio - cambian. (estudiar and cambiar take no accent.)

8. Correct: vivemos - escribemos - nosotros come - construen.

¥ Show answer

vivimos - escribimos - nosotros comemos - construyen.

9. Say in Spanish: "I read, you read, we read." (leer)
¥ Show answer

leo - lees - leemos.

10. Say in Spanish: "I open the door and she opens the window." (abrir)

¥ Show answer

Abro la puerta y ella abre la ventana.

Coming up in Chapter 3: Ser and Estar. The two verbs for "to be": identity, origin, material
and time against location and state, adjectives that change meaning (ser / estar listo, aburrido,

bueno), and ser or estar with -ado / -ido forms.
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Spanish Grammar 2

sz Ser and Estar — Ser y estar

THE RULE IN ONE BOX
SER = identity and definition (who / what, where from, made of, whose, when). ESTAR
= location (where) and state (how, now). soy, eres, es, somos, sois, son - estoy,

estas, esta, estamos, estais, estan. With an adjective: ser describes what the thing is

like, estar what condition it is in now.

estoy
estas
él / ella / usted esta
nosotros estamos
vosotros estais

ellos / ellas / ustedes estan

star is regular except for the yo form (estoy) and the accents on estds, esta, estan; ser is fully

irregular and has to be learned as a set.

Spanish Grammar 2 - Page 17




hen to use SER

USE EXAMPLE ENGLISH

identity, relationship Soy Philip. - Ana es mi I'm Philip. Ana is my sister.

I ETEN

profession (no article, Soy técnico informatico. I'm an IT technician.

Spanish Grammar 1 4)

origin, nationality Somos de Escocia. - Es We're from Scotland. She's

escocesa. Scottish.
material La mesa es de madera. The table is (made of) wood.
possession Es de Ana. - Es mio. It's Ana's. It's mine.

time, date, day Son las tres. - Es lunes. - Es el It's three o'clock. It's Monday.

nueve de noviembre. It's the ninth of November.

inherent characteristics Es alto. - Edimburgo es He is tall. Edinburgh is beautiful.

bonita. - Ana es simpatica. Ana is nice.
where an event takes place La fiesta es en mi casa. The party is at my house.

price, quantity Son diez euros. That's ten euros.

hen to use ESTAR

EXAMPLE ENGLISH

location of people and Estoy en la oficina. - Madrid I'm in the office. Madrid is in the

things esté en el centro de Espafa. centre of Spain.

state, mood, health Estoy cansado. - Esta I'm tired. He's ill. How are you?

enfermo. - ;CoOmo estas?
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USE EXAMPLE ENGLISH

condition now El café esta frio. - La puerta The coffee is cold (how). The door is

(changeable) esta abierta. )2l

progressive (estar + Estoy trabajando. I'm working.
gerund, Spanish

Grammar 2 11)

fixed phrases estar de vacaciones - estar de to be on holiday - to agree - It's the

acuerdo - Estamos a nueve de ninth of November (a variant of Es

noviembre. el nueve de noviembre)

Watch out: time and place

Ser for an event and estar for a thing or person: La reunion es en la sala 2. (the meeting
happens there) against El proyector esta en la sala 2. (the projector is physically there). Time

uses ser: La reunion es a las tres.

djectives that change meaning

ith most adjectives the choice is about permanent against current: Es nervioso. (a nervous

person) against Esta nervioso. (nervous today). Some adjectives have a different meaning

ith each verb:

ADJECTIVE  WITH SER WITH ESTAR
listo Es listo. He is clever. Esta listo. He is ready.

aburrido Es aburrido. He / it is Esta aburrido. He is bored.

boring.

Es bueno. He / it is good. Esta bueno. It tastes good (food); in Spain also "he is

attractive".
Es malo. He / it is bad. Esta malo. He is ill; the food has gone off.

Es rico. He is rich. Esta rico. It is delicious.
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ADJECTIVE  WITH SER WITH ESTAR

seguro Es seguro. It is safe. Estoy seguro. | am sure.
cansado Es cansado. It is tiring. Estoy cansado. | am tired.
vivo Es vivo. He is sharp, lively. Esta vivo. He is alive.

despierto Es despierto. He is quick- Esta despierto. He is awake.
witted.

Es atento. He is courteous. Esta atento. He is paying attention.

Es verde. It is green. Esta verde. It is unripe.

Ser or estar with a participle

ith a past participle (-ado, -ido, which acts like an adjective and agrees with the noun), the two

erbs mark two different ideas:

MEANING EXAMPLE

estar + a result: the state after the action La puerta esta cerrada. - Las tiendas

participle estan abiertas.

ser + the passive: the action itself, La puerta es cerrada por el portero a

participle usually with por las diez.

The ser passive is formal and written; everyday Spanish usually prefers an active sentence or se:
El portero cierra la puerta a las diez. The tenses that make the passive natural (fue

construido) are in Spanish Grammar 3.

Latin America note

In the vos areas of Argentina and Uruguay the forms are vos sos and vos estas. Estar bueno
meaning "attractive”" is common in Spain and in much of Latin America, but the food meaning (estd

rico, esta bueno) is understood everywhere. Otherwise ser / estar is shared.
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In Use — En situacion

@D Meeting someone @ How are you?

¢De donde eres? ¢Y qué haces? ¢Como estas hoy?

Where are you from? And what do you do? How are you today?

Soy de Edimburgo. Soy técnico de Estoy cansado. El trabajo es muy

soporte. Ahora estoy de vacaciones. cansado y hoy estoy enfermo.
I'm from Edinburgh. I'm a support technician. I am tired, yes. The work is very tiring and

Now I'm on holiday. today I'm ill.

@ At the restaurant

¢Donde esti el restaurante? ¢Es

caro?

Where is the restaurant? Is it expensive?

Esta en la plaza. No es caro, y la

comida esta muy rica.
It's in the square. It isn't expensive, and the

food is very tasty.

B Quick Reference — Resumen

QUESTION

Who / what is it? (identity, profession, nationality)
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QUESTION

Where is it from? What is it made of? Whose is it? ser + de

What time / day / date is it?

Where is it (a person or thing)? estar

Where does the event take place? ser + en

How is it now? (mood, health, condition) estar

What is it like (by nature)?

Result of an action (cerrada) estar + participle

Passive (es cerrada por) ser + participle

# Try It Yourself — Ejercicios

1. Fill in ser or estar: "Yo de Escocia." - "Nosotros en Madrid." - "Ana

médica." - "Ellos cansados."

¥ Show answer

soy - estamos - es - estan.

2. Say in Spanish: "It's three o'clock." - "It's Monday." - "The table is wooden."
¥ Show answer

Son las tres. - Es lunes. - La mesa es de madera.

3. Say in Spanish: "The party is at my house." and "My keys are at my house."

¥ Show answer

La fiesta es en mi casa. - Mis llaves estan en mi casa. (event: ser; thing: estar)
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4. Explain the difference: Es aburrido / Esta aburrido.
¥ Show answer

Es aburrido: he (or it) is boring. Esta aburrido: he is bored.

5. Explain the difference: Es listo / Esta listo.
¥ Show answer

Es listo: he is clever. Esta listo: he is ready.

6. Say in Spanish: "The soup is delicious." and "He is rich."
¥ Show answer

La sopa esta rica. - Es rico.

7. Choose: La tienda (es / esta) cerrada. (it is closed now) and La tienda (es / esta) en la

plaza.

¥ Show answer

La tienda esta cerrada (a result). La tienda esta en la plaza (location of a thing).

8. Say in Spanish: "I'm sure." and "It's safe."

¥ Show answer

Estoy seguro (or segura). - Es seguro.

9. Say in Spanish: "How are you?" and "Where are you from?" (1)

¥ Show answer

¢CoOmo estas? - éDe donde eres?

10. Correct the mistakes: Soy cansado. - Estoy de Escocia. - La reunion esta a las tres. -

Ella esta médica.

¥ Show answer
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Estoy cansado (state) - Soy de Escocia (origin) - La reunion es a las tres (time) - Ella es

meédica (profession).

Coming up in Chapter 4: Tener, Haber, Ir, Hacer and the Irregular Yo Forms. The
common irregular verbs (tener, haber, hay, ir, hacer, decir, venir, salir, poner, traer, saber,

ver, oir), the idioms with tener (tener hambre, tener anos), and hay against estar.
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Spanish Grammar 2

* Irregular Verbs — Los verbos irregulares

THE RULE IN ONE BOX
Most irregular verbs have an odd yo form only: tengo, vengo, hago, digo, salgo,
pongo, traigo, veo, oigo, sé. Ir (voy, vas, va, vamos, vais, van) and haber (he, has,
ha, hemos, habéis, han and the impersonal hay) are irregular throughout. Hay

introduces something new (hay un banco); estar places something known (el banco esta

aqui).

Tener, venir, decir (e — ie, e — i and an odd yo)

TENER (HAVE) VENIR (COME) DECIR (SAY, TELL)
yo tengo vengo digo
ta tienes vienes dices
él / ella / usted tiene viene dice
nosotros tenemos venimos decimos
vosotros tenéis venis decis

ellos / ellas / ustedes tienen vienen dicen

These three also change the stem vowel in ti, él, ellos (tienes, viene, dicen); that change is the

subject of Spanish Grammar 2 5. Here, just learn the forms.
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Irregular yo only

él / ella / usted

nosotros

vosotros

ellos / ellas /

HACER (DO,
MAKE)

hago

haces

hace

hacemos

hacéis

hacen

SALIR (LEAVE, GO
ouT)

salgo

sales

sale

salimos

salis

PONER
(PUT)

pongo

pones

pone

ponemaos

ponéis

TRAER
(BRING)

traigo

traes

trae

traemos

traéis

salen ponen traen

ustedes

SABER (KNOW) VER (SEE) OiR (HEAR) DAR (GIVE)
oigo doy
sabes oyes
él / ella / usted sabe oye da
nosotros sabemos oimos damos

vosotros sabéis i dais

ellos / ellas / ustedes saben oyen dan

Ofir also changes i — y in oyes, oye, oyen (and oigo). Dar (doy) is included because it is one of

the commonest verbs and follows the same -oy pattern as ir (voy), ser (soy) and estar (estoy).

Watch out: the same pattern in -cer and -cir verbs

Verbs in -cer / -cir after a vowel add a z: conocer — conozco - parecer — parezco -

conducir — conduzco - traducir — traduzco. Compare Spanish Grammar 2 2, where vencer

(after a consonant) gives venzo. Other verbs ending in -ger / -gir give cojo, dirijo as there.
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IR (GO) HABER (AUXILIARY, AND HAY)
voy he
has
él / ella / usted ha - impersonal: hay
nosotros hemos
vosotros habéis

ellos / ellas / ustedes han

r takes a for the destination (Spanish Grammar 1 10): Voy a Madrid. Haber as an auxiliary

(he hablado) belongs to Spanish Grammar 3; in this course you need its impersonal form hay.

Tener idioms

here English says "to be" + adjective, Spanish often uses tener + noun:

EXAMPLE ENGLISH
tener ... afos Tengo treinta afos. I'm thirty years old.
tener hambre / sed Tengo hambre. I'm hungry.

tener frio / calor Tienes frio. You're cold.

tener suefio / miedo / prisa Tenemos prisa. We're in a hurry.
tener razén Tienes razon. You're right.

tener suerte / cuidado Ten cuidado. Be careful.

tener ganas de + infinitive Tengo ganas de viajar. | feel like travelling.
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EXAMPLE ENGLISH

tener que + infinitive Tengo que trabajar. | have to work. (Spanish Grammar 2 11)

Because the noun is the thing you "have", it takes mucho, not muy: Tengo mucha hambre.

(not muy hambre). Do not use estar for these: Estoy hambre is wrong.

Hay against estar

Both can be translated "there is" / "is", but they are not interchangeable. Hay says that
something exists or is present (new information). Estar says where something already known

is.
HAY: INTRODUCES ESTAR: LOCATES

Hay un banco en la plaza. There is a bank in the El banco esta en la plaza. The bank is in

square. the square.

Hay dos libros en la mesa. (hay is the same singular Mis libros estan en la mesa.

or plural)

¢Hay agua? - No hay problema. iDonde esta el agua?

Watch out: no definite article after hay
Hay goes with an indefinite noun (un, una, dos, mucho, ningiin or no article): Hay un
restaurante. - Hay mucha gente. - No hay leche. With a definite noun (el, la, mi, este) use

estar: El restaurante esta aqui. Never Hay el restaurante.

Latin America note

In the vos areas the present forms of these verbs are vos tenés, hacés, decis, venis, salis,

ponés, traés, sabés (stress on the ending, no stem change in tener, venir, decir). Vos vas, vos

ves and vos sos do not change.

In Use — En situacion
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@ Plans @ Hunger and weather

¢Qué haces esta noche? ¢Sales con Tengo mucha hambre y mucho frio.
tus amigos? I'm very hungry and very cold.

What are you doing tonight? Are you going out

with your friends?
Vamos a un bar. Hay uno en la

esquina; viene mucha gente alli.
No, tengo que trabajar. Pero el Let's go to a bar. There's one on the corner;

viernes salgo y voy al cine. lots of people come there.
No, I have to work. But on Friday I'm going

out and going to the cinema.

3 Where is it?

Perdone, ¢hay una farmacia por

aqui?

Excuse me, is there a pharmacy around here?

Si, la farmacia est4 al final de la

calle. No sé si esta abierta.
Yes, the pharmacy is at the end of the street. I

don't know if it's open.

B Quick Reference — Resumen

OTHER FORMS

tienes, tiene, tenemos, tenéis, tienen
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OTHER FORMS

venir vengo vienes, viene, venimos, venis, vienen
decir digo dices, dice, decimos, decis, dicen
hacer - salir - poner - traer hago - salgo - pongo - traigo regular otherwise
saber - ver - oir - dar sé - veo - oigo - doy sabes - ves - oyes - das ...

voy vas, va, vamos, vais, van
haber he has, ha (hay), hemos, habéis, han
-cer / -cir after a vowel conozco, parezco, conduzco

hay / estar hay + indefinite (new); estar + definite (known)

# Try It Yourself — Ejercicios

1. Give the yo form of: tener, venir, decir, hacer, salir, poner, traer, saber, ver, oir.

¥ Show answer

tengo - vengo - digo - hago - salgo - pongo - traigo - sé€ - veo - oigo.

2. Conjugate ir in all six persons.
¥ Show answer

VOy - vas - va - vamos - vais - van.

3. Fill in: "Nosotros (hacer) la cena." - "Ellos (venir) manana." - "Ta (decir) la verdad."

¥ Show answer

hacemos - vienen - dices.

4. Say in Spanish: "I'm hungry." - "We're cold." - "You're right." (t17) - "She's thirty."
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¥ Show answer

Tengo hambre. - Tenemos frio. - Tienes razon. - Tiene treinta afnos.

5. Say in Spanish: "I'm very hungry." Why is muy hambre wrong?

¥ Show answer

Tengo mucha hambre. Hambre is a noun, so it takes mucha (feminine, agreeing with

hambre), not muy.

6. Give the yo form of: conocer, parecer, conducir.

¥ Show answer

CONOZCOo - parezco - conduzco.

7. Choose hay or esta / estan: "(Hay / Estd) un banco en la plaza." - "El banco (hay / est4)

en la plaza." - "éDonde (hay / estan) mis llaves?"

¥ Show answer

Hay un banco - El banco esté - ¢éDonde estan mis llaves? (hay for new items; estar for

known ones)

8. Say in Spanish: "There are three books on the table." and "There isn't any milk."

¥ Show answer

Hay tres libros en la mesa. - No hay leche.

9. Say in Spanish: "I know Ana, but I don't know where she lives." (conocer and saber)

¥ Show answer

Conozco a Ana, pero no sé€ donde vive. (conocer for people and places with the personal a;

saber for facts)

10. Correct the mistakes: Yo hacemos la cena y yo pono la mesa. - Estoy hambre. - Hay el

restaurante.

¥ Show answer
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Hago la cena y pongo la mesa. - Tengo hambre. - El restaurante esta aqui (or: Hay un

restaurante).

Coming up in Chapter 5: Stem-Changing Verbs. The three patterns e — ie, 0 — ue, e — i;
the "boot" shape of the present; jugar (u — ue); verbs in -ir with changes; and verbs that do not

change (comer, vivir).
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Spanish Grammar 2

& Stem-Changing Verbs — Los verbos con cambio

ocalico

THE RULE IN ONE BOX

e — ie (pensar — pienso), o — ue (poder — puedo), € — i (only -ir verbs: pedir —
pido). The change occurs in yo, ta, él / ella / usted, ellos / ellas / ustedes and not
in nosotros and vosotros, where the stress is on the ending. Drawn as a line round the

forms, this looks like a boot.

E — IE: PENSAR O - UE: PODER E - I: PEDIR
pienso puedo
piensas puedes
él / ella / usted piensa puede
nosotros pensamos podemos pedimos
vosotros pensais podéis pedis

ellos / ellas / ustedes piensan pueden piden

Watch out: the endings are regular
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Only the stem vowel changes: -ar verbs keep -o, -as, -a, -an; -er and -ir verbs keep -o, -es, -e, -en

(Spanish Grammar 2 2). The nosotros and vosotros forms are exactly as in a regular verb.

ENGLISH

pensar pienso to think

querer quiero (quieres, quiere, queremos, queréis, to want, to love

quieren)
empezar - comenzar empiezo - comienzo to begin
cerrar cierro to close
entender - perder entiendo - pierdo to understand - to lose

preferir - sentir - prefiero - siento - miento to prefer - to feel - to

mentir lie

ENGLISH
poder puedo to be able, can
volver vuelvo to return

dormir duermo (duermes, duerme, dormimos, dormis, to sleep

duermen)

encontrar - encuentro - cuento to find - to count, to

contar tell

costar - recordar cuesta - recuerdo to cost - to remember
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ENGLISH

almorzar - morir almuerzo - muero to have lunch - to die

e — i (only -ir verbs)

ENGLISH
pedir pido to ask for, to order
servir - repetir sirvo - repito to serve - to repeat
vestir(se) - competir visto - compito to dress - to compete
seguir sigo (sigues, sigue, seguimos, seqguis, siguen) to follow, to continue
elegir elijo (eliges, elige...) to choose

decir digo (Spanish Grammar 2 4) to say

eguir and elegir combine the change with a spelling adjustment (Spanish Grammar 2 2): sigo

(not siguo), elijo (not elego).

Special cases

PRESENT

jugar (to play) juego, juegas, juega, jugamos, jugais, the only verb with u — ue;

juegan Jugar al futbol

oler (to smell) huelo, hueles, huele, olemos, oléis, huelen o — ue with an added h at the

start of the word

adquirir (to adquiero, adquieres, adquiere, adquirimos, i — ie, rare and formal

acquire) adquiris, adquieren
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erbs that do not change

Having an e or an o in the stem does not mean a verb changes. Many common verbs are fully

regular:

NO CHANGE CHANGES

comer, beber, vender, correr, deber, meter, temer - querer, perder, entender,

tomar, esperar, cenar pensar

hablar, comprar, tomar, escuchar, trabajar, cocinar poder, volver, contar,
costar

-ir verbs vivir, escribir, abrir, subir, partir, decidir dormir, pedir, preferir,

seguir

There is no rule to predict which verbs change, so a good dictionary or verb table shows the

change in brackets: pensar (ie), poder (ue), pedir (i). Learn the change as part of the verb.

Latin America note
The stem changes are the same in Spain and Latin America. In the vos areas the change disappears,
because the stress is on the ending: vos pensas, querés, podés, volvés, dormis, pedis,

jugas (against tu piensas, quieres, puedes, vuelves, duermes, pides, juegas).

In Use — En situacion

@ Plans @ At the café

¢Qué prefieres, cine o teatro? ¢Qué pedimos? Yo pido un café y
What do you prefer, cinema or theatre? una tostada.

What shall we order? I'll have a coffee and a

piece of toast.
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Prefiero el cine. La pelicula empieza
a las ocho y cuesta seis euros. Yo no puedo comer mucho. Pido

I prefer the cinema. The film starts at eight solo un té; aqui sirven muy bien.

and costs six euros. I can't eat much. I'll just have tea; they serve

very well here.

3 Weekend

Mi hermano juega al fatbol y

duerme poco los sabados.

My brother plays football and sleeps little on
Saturdays.

Nosotros volvemos a casa a las diez,

pero él vuelve mas tarde.

We return home at ten, but he returns later.

B Quick Reference — Resumen

CHANGE EXAMPLE
e —ie pensar — pienso, pensamos yo, tu, él, ellos
poder — puedo, podemos yo, tu, él, ellos
pedir — pido, pedimos -ir verbs only
jugar — juego, jugamos one verb
no change comer, vivir, hablar nosotros and vosotros never change

+ spelling seguir — sigo - elegir — elijo yo

Spanish Grammar 2 - Page 37




# Try It Yourself — Ejercicios

1. Conjugate querer in all six persons.

¥ Show answer

quiero - quieres - quiere - queremos - queréis - quieren.

2. Conjugate poder in all six persons.

¥ Show answer

puedo - puedes - puede - podemos - podéis - pueden.

3. Fill in: "Yo (pedir) un café." - "Nosotros (pedir) dos." - "Ellos (pedir) té."
¥ Show answer

pido - pedimos - piden.

4. Fill in: "T (dormir) mucho." - "Nosotros (dormir) poco." - "Yo (volver) a las ocho."
¥ Show answer

duermes - dormimos - vuelvo.

A

5. Fill in: "La tienda (cerrar) a las ocho." - "Nosotros (cerrar) a las nueve." - "La pelicula

(empezar) ya."

¥ Show answer

cierra - cerramos - empieza.

6. Conjugate jugar in the present. What is special?

¥ Show answer

juego - juegas - juega - jugamos - jugais - juegan. It is the only verb that changes u — ue.

7. Which of these change? comer, entender, vivir, preferir, hablar, costar, escribir, seguir
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¥ Show answer

entender (ie), preferir (ie), costar (ue), seguir (i). No change: comer, vivir, hablar, escribir.

8. Say in Spanish: "I can't, but I want to." and "We prefer the cinema."

¥ Show answer

No puedo, pero quiero. - Preferimos el cine.

9. Give the yo form of: sequir, elegir, decir, tener. What do they have in common?
¥ Show answer

sigo - elijo - digo - tengo. All combine a stem change with another irregularity in yo (spelling

or an extra consonant).

10. Correct: Nosotros pienzamos - Yo pedo un café - Ellos poden venir - Tii volves tarde.

¥ Show answer

Nosotros pensamos (no change in nosotros) - Yo pido un café - Ellos pueden venir - Ta

vuelves tarde (volvés is the vos form).

Coming up in Chapter 6: Reflexive Verbs. Levantarse, ducharse, llamarse; the reflexive
pronouns me, te, se, nos, os, se and where they go; reflexive, reciprocal and pronominal uses

(irse, quedarse); and reflexives with the infinitive and the gerund.
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Spanish Grammar 2

$ Reflexive Verbs — Los verbos reflexivos

THE RULE IN ONE BOX

Infinitive ends in -se: levantarse. The pronoun matches the subject: me, te, se, nos,

0s, se, and goes before the conjugated verb (ime levanto) or attached to the end of an

infinitive or gerund (voy a levantarme, levantandome). The verb itself is conjugated as

PRONOUN

él / ella / usted
nosotros
vosotros

ellos / ellas / ustedes

The daily routine

LEVANTARSE (TO GET UP)

me levanto

te levantas

se levanta

nos levantamos

os levantais

se levantan

LLAMARSE (TO BE CALLED)

me llamo

te llamas

se llama

nos llamamos

os llamais

se llaman
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EXAMPLE ENGLISH
despertarse (ie) Me despierto a las siete. | wake up at seven.
levantarse Me levanto enseguida. | get up straight away.

ducharse - lavarse Me ducho y me lavo los | have a shower and brush (wash) my

dientes. teeth.
vestirse (i) Me visto rapido. | get dressed quickly.

peinarse - El se afeita cada dia. He shaves every day.

afeitarse
acostarse (ue) Nos acostamos a las once. We go to bed at eleven.
dormirse (ue) Me duermo enseguida. | fall asleep straight away.

sentarse (ie) ¢Te sientas aqui? Are you sitting here?

Watch out: body parts and clothes take the article

With a reflexive verb, the body part or clothes take el / 1a / los / las, not a possessive: Me lavo las
manos. - Se pone el abrigo. - Me quito los zapatos. The pronoun already shows whose they

are. Stem changes (Spanish Grammar 2 5) work as usual: me acuesto, nos acostamos.

here the pronoun goes

SITUATION POSITION EXAMPLE

conjugated verb before the verb Me levanto temprano.
negative after no, still before the verb No me levanto temprano.
question before the verb ¢Te acuestas tarde?

conjugated verb + before the first verb or attached to the Me quiero levantar. = Quiero

infinitive infinitive levantarme.
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SITUATION POSITION EXAMPLE

ir a + infinitive same two options Me voy a duchar. = Voy a

ducharme.

estar + gerund before estar or attached to the gerund Me estoy duchando. = Estoy

(with a written accent) duchandome.

The pronoun must always match the subject: Nosotros queremos levantarnos. (not

levantarse), and an infinitive on its own keeps -se only in the dictionary.

Reflexive, reciprocal and pronominal

True reflexive: the action returns to the subject

Me lavo. (I wash myself.) - Se mira en el espejo. (He looks at himself in the mirror.) Many

reflexives have a non-reflexive twin where the action goes to someone else:

REFLEXIVE NOT REFLEXIVE
Me lavo. | wash. Lavo el coche. | wash the car.
Me levanto. | get up. Levanto la mano. | raise my hand.

Me llamo Philip. My name is Philip. Llamo a Ana. | call Ana.

Reciprocal: "each other"

Plural subjects (nos, os, se) can mean "each other":

Nos queremos. (We love each other.) - Se ven cada semana. (They see each other every

eek.) - Os escribis mucho. (You write to each other a lot.)

Context decides between reflexive and reciprocal; Se miran. can mean "they look at

themselves" or "they look at each other". Add el uno al otro or mutuamente to be sure.

Pronominal: the pronoun is simply part of the verb
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Some verbs have the pronoun but no reflexive meaning, and some change meaning with it:

WITHOUT THE PRONOUN WITH THE PRONOUN

ir to go irse to leave, go away: Me voy.

quedar to arrange to meet, to fit, to be left quedarse to stay: Me quedo en casa.

dormir to sleep dormirse to fall asleep

poner to put ponerse to put on; to become: Me pongo nervioso.
parecer to seem parecerse a to resemble: Me parezco a mi padre.

llevar to take, carry llevarse bien / mal con to get on well / badly with

ALWAYS WITH THE PRONOUN ENGLISH
quejarse (de) - arrepentirse (de) to complain (about) - to regret

darse cuenta (de) - acordarse (de) to realise - to remember

sentirse - portarse to feel (well, ill) - to behave

Latin America note

In Latin America the plural reflexive for "you" is always se (ustedes se levantan), since vosotros / os
is not used. In the vos areas the forms are vos te levantas, te llamas, te acostas. The reflexive

verbs and their meanings are otherwise the same everywhere.

In Use — En situacion

@ Morning routine @ Introductions

¢A qué hora te levantas? ¢Coémo te llamas?
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What time do you get up?

Me despierto a las seis, me ducho y

me visto. Luego desayuno.

I wake up at six, shower and get dressed. Then

I have breakfast.

Me voy a casa. ¢Te quedas aqui?

I'm going home. Are you staying here?

Si, quiero quedarme un rato. Voy a
sentarme y estoy leyendo el
periddico.

Yes, I want to stay a while. I'm going to sit

down and I'm reading the paper.

B Quick Reference — Resumen

What's your name?

Me llamo Philip. Mi hermana se

llama Ana. Nos llevamos muy bien.
My name is Philip. My sister is called Ana. We

get on very well.

SUMMARY

pronouns me, te, se, nos, os, se

position before the conjugated verb; or attached to infinitive and gerund

negative no me levanto

body, clothes use the article: me lavo las manos

reciprocal nos queremos = we love each other

pronominal irse, quedarse, dormirse, ponerse, quejarse, darse cuenta
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TOPIC SUMMARY

gerund with pronoun written accent: duchdndome

# Try It Yourself — Ejercicios

1. Conjugate llamarse in the present.

¥ Show answer

me llamo - te llamas - se llama - nos llamamos - os llamais - se llaman.

2, Fill in with the pronoun and the verb: "Yo (levantarse) a las siete." - "Ellos (acostarse)

tarde." - "Nosotros (ducharse) por la manana."
¥ Show answer

me levanto - se acuestan - nos duchamos.

3. Say in two ways: "I want to get up early."
¥ Show answer

Quiero levantarme temprano. - Me quiero levantar temprano.

4. Say in two ways: "I'm having a shower."
¥ Show answer

Me estoy duchando. - Estoy duchandome.

5. Make negative: "Me levanto temprano." - "Nos acostamos tarde."
¥ Show answer

No me levanto temprano. - No nos acostamos tarde.

6. Say in Spanish: "I wash my hands." and "She puts on her coat."
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¥ Show answer

Me lavo las manos. - Se pone el abrigo. (the article, not mis / su)

7. Explain the difference: Lavo el coche /| Me lavo and Llamo a Ana / Me llamo Ana.

¥ Show answer

I wash the car / I wash (myself). I call Ana / My name is Ana.

8. Say in Spanish: "We love each other." and "They write to each other every week."
¥ Show answer

Nos queremos. - Se escriben cada semana.

9. Say in Spanish: "I'm leaving." - "He's staying at home." - "She resembles her mother."

¥ Show answer

Me voy. - Se queda en casa. - Se parece a su madre.

10. Correct the mistakes: Yo levanto a las siete. - Nosotros quiere acostarnos. - Me lavo

mis manos. - Voy a ducharse.

¥ Show answer

Me levanto a las siete - Nosotros queremos acostarnos - Me lavo las manos - Voy a

ducharme (the pronoun matches the subject).

Coming up in Chapter 7: Gustar and Verbs Like It. Me gusta / me gustan; encantar,
interesar, molestar, doler, parecer, faltar, quedar; the indirect-object pronoun; a mi me gusta

for emphasis; and gustar + infinitive.
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Spanish Grammar 2

¥ Gustar — Gustar y verbos como gustar

THE RULE IN ONE BOX
[me / te /le / nos / os / les] + gusta / gustan + the thing liked. Gusta for one
thing or an infinitive (ie gusta el café, me gusta leer); gustan for more than one (me

gustan los libros). The pronoun shows who likes it; the verb shows what is liked.

The pattern

WHO LIKES IT PRONOUN ONE THING SEVERAL THINGS
me gusta el café me gustan los libros
you (tu) te gusta el café te gustan los libros
he, she, you (usted) le gusta el café le gustan los libros
nos gusta el café nos gustan los libros
you (vosotros) os gusta el café os gustan los libros

they, you (ustedes) les gusta el café les gustan los libros

Watch out: the verb agrees with the thing, not the person

Me gustan los gatos. (plural thing, plural verb) - Me gusta el gato. Never Yo gusto el café or
Me gusto el café. In practice you almost only need gusta and gustan, because the liker is shown by

the pronoun, and the thing liked is nearly always third person.
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Gustar with an infinitive

hen what you like is an action, use the infinitive after gusta, always in the singular, even

hen there are two or more actions:

Me gusta leer. - Nos gusta viajar. - Le gusta cocinar y comer. (not gustan) - No me

gusta madrugar.

Emphasis and clarity: a mi, a ti, a Ana...

Because le and les can mean he, she, you, they, and because you sometimes want to stress or
contrast, Spanish adds a + person in front. It is in addition to the pronoun, never instead of

it.
EXAMPLE ENGLISH

clear up le / A Ana le gusta el té. - A mis padres les Ana likes tea. My parents like

les gusta Escocia. - A usted le gusta, ;verdad? Scotland. You like it, don't you?

contrast A mi me gusta el café, pero a ella le gusta | like coffee but she likes tea.

el té.

answer a ¢Te gusta el futbol? — A mi, si. - ;Y a ti? Do you like football? — | do. And

question you?

agree / — Me gusta. — A mi también. - — No me — | like it. — Me too. — | don't.

disagree gusta. — A mi tampoco. — Me neither.

The pronouns after a are mi, ti, él, ella, usted, nosotros, vosotros, ellos, ellas, ustedes (Spanish

Grammar 1 10); there is no conmigo form here: A mi, not a conmigo.

erbs like gustar
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encantar

interesar

molestar

importar

preocupar

doler (ue)

parecer

faltar

quedar

apetecer

(Spain)

EXAMPLE

Me encanta el chocolate. - Nos

encantan las fiestas.

Me interesa la historia.

Te molesta el ruido.

No me importa. - ;Te importa

esperar?
Le preocupan los examenes.

Me duele la cabeza. - Me duelen los

pies.

Me parece bien. - Me parecen

interesantes. - ;Qué te parece?

Me falta tiempo. - Faltan dos sillas.

Me quedan dos euros. - Esa

chaqueta te queda bien.

¢Te apetece un café?

Watch out: gustar with people

ENGLISH

| love chocolate. We love parties.

(stronger than gustar)

History interests me.

The noise bothers you.

| don't mind. Do you mind waiting?

The exams worry him.

My head hurts. My feet hurt.

It seems fine to me. They seem

interesting to me. What do you think?

I'm short of time. Two chairs are

missing.

| have two euros left. That jacket suits

(fits) you.

Do you fancy a coffee?

Me gusta Ana. says that you are attracted to her, and TG me gustas. is a declaration of

attraction. To say you simply like a person as a friend, use Ana me cae bien. (caer bien, which

works the same way) or Quiero a Ana. (I love her; personal a, Spanish Grammar 1 10).

Latin America note
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Apetecer is common in Spain. In Latin America you will hear éQuieres un café? or éTienes
ganas de un café?, and in Mexico éSe te antoja un café? The gustar pattern itself is the same

everywhere, with les for ustedes (A ustedes les gusta) and no os.

In Use — En situacion

@ At the doctor

¢Te gusta la musica clasica? ¢Qué le pasa? ¢Le duele algo?

Do you like classical music? What's the matter? Does anything hurt?

A mi me encanta. {Y a ti? Me duele la cabeza y me duelen los

I love it. And you? 0jos.

My head hurts and my eyes hurt.

A mi no me gusta mucho, pero me

interesa el jazz.

I don't like it much, but jazz interests me.

® Shopping

Esa chaqueta te queda muy bien.

¢Te gusta?
That jacket really suits you. Do you like it?

Me encanta, pero me faltan veinte

euros. Me quedan solo treinta.

I love it, but I'm twenty euros short. I only

have thirty left.
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B Quick Reference — Resumen

SUMMARY
pattern me /te / le / nos / os / les + gusta / gustan + the thing liked
agreement verb agrees with the thing: gusta (singular, infinitive) - gustan (plural)

emphasis, amime..., aAna le..., a ellos les... (in addition to the pronoun)

clarity

agree / a mi también / a mi tampoco

disagree

similar verbs encantar, interesar, molestar, importar, preocupar, doler, parecer, faltar, quedar,

apetecer

people me gusta Ana = attraction; Ana me cae bien = | like her

# Try It Yourself — Ejercicios

1. Fill in gusta or gustan: "Me el té." - "Me los libros." - "Nos viajar." - "Te

las peliculas."

¥ Show answer

gusta - gustan - gusta - gustan.

2, Fill in the pronoun: "(A mi) gusta el café." - "(A ti) gusta el té." - "(A ellos)

gusta Escocia." - "(A nosotros) gusta cantar."
¥ Show answer

me - te - les - nos.

3. Say in Spanish: "Ana likes tea." and "My parents like Edinburgh."

¥ Show answer
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A Ana le gusta el té. - A mis padres les gusta Edimburgo.

4. Say in Spanish: "I like reading and writing." (one verb, not two)

¥ Show answer

Me gusta leer y escribir. (gusta, singular, with infinitives)

5. Answer "Me gusta el café." with "Me too." and "I don't like it." with "Me neither."

¥ Show answer

A mi también. - A mi tampoco.

6. Say in Spanish: "I love chocolate." - "The noise bothers me." - "History interests me."

¥ Show answer

Me encanta el chocolate. - Me molesta el ruido. - Me interesa la historia.

7. Say in Spanish: "My head hurts." and "My feet hurt."

¥ Show answer

Me duele la cabeza. - Me duelen los pies.

8. Say in Spanish: "I'm short of time." - "I have ten euros left." - "That jacket suits you."

¥ Show answer

Me falta tiempo. - Me quedan diez euros. - Esa chaqueta te queda bien.

9. Say in Spanish: "What do you think?" (#17) and "It seems fine to me."

¥ Show answer

¢Qué te parece? - Me parece bien.

10. Correct the mistakes: Yo gusto el café. - Me gusta las peliculas. - A mi gusta el té. -

gustan nadar.

¥ Show answer
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Me gusta el café - Me gustan las peliculas - A mi me gusta el té - Me gusta nadar.

Coming up in Chapter 8: Negation and Questions. No and its position; nunca, jamads,
nadie, nada, ningiin, tampoco; double negatives; yes/no questions; question words and their

accents; indirect questions; and tag questions (dverdad?).
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Negation and Questions — La negacion y las

preguntas

THE RULE IN ONE BOX

Negation: put no directly before the verb (and before any object pronoun): no hablo, no
me gusta. A negative word after the verb needs no before it: No veo a nadie; before the
verb it does not: Nadie viene. Questions: ¢ ... ? at both ends, rising voice for yes/no
questions, and an accent on every question word: qué, quién, cudl, cuando, cuanto,

donde, como.

No and its position

SENTENCE NEGATIVE ENGLISH

Hablo espaiiol. No hablo espafiol. | don't speak Spanish.

Me gusta el No me gusta el | don't like coffee.

café. café.

Lo veo. No lo veo. | don't see it.

Quiero ir. No quiero ir. | don't want to go.

¢Quieres café? No, no quiero. No, | don't want any. (the first no answers, the second

negates)
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There is no "do / does" in Spanish: No hablo is just "no" + the verb.

Negative words and the double negative

POSITIVE NEGATIVE EXAMPLE

siempre always nunca, jamas never No llego nunca tarde. - Nunca llego

tarde.
alguien someone nadie nobody No conozco a nadie. - Nadie lo sabe.
algo something nada nothing No quiero nada. - Nada me interesa.

algun, alguno/a/os/ ningun, ninguno / a No tengo ningin problema. - ;Algin

as some no, none libro? — Ninguno.

también also tampoco neither, No como carne. — Yo tampoco. - Ella

either tampoco viene.

Yy, O ... 0 and, either ... or Nni ... ni neither ... nor No hablo ni aleman ni francés. - Ni él ni

ella vienen.

Watch out: the double negative is correct

After the verb, a negative word needs no in front: No veo a nadie. - No quiero nada. - No voy
nunca. - No tengo ningin amigo alli. Before the verb the no is dropped: Nadie viene. -
Nunca voy. - Nada me gusta. The English "I don't see nobody" is wrong, but the Spanish pattern
is standard. Ningtin is used before masculine singular nouns, ninguna before feminine ones, and
there is no plural: no tengo ningunos libros is wrong (say no tengo ningiin libro). Remember the

personal a before nadie and ninguno when they refer to people (Spanish Grammar 1 10).

es/no questions

yes/no question is a statement with a rising voice, framed with ¢ ... ? in writing. The subject

can stay before the verb or move after it, and it is often dropped:
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STATEMENT

Hablas espanol.

Ana vive en Madrid.

Tienen hijos.

QUESTION

¢Hablas espanol?

¢Ana vive en Madrid? - ;Vive Ana en Madrid? - ;Vive en Madrid?

¢Tienen hijos? - ;Tienen ustedes hijos?

There is no "do" and no need to rearrange the sentence, only the intonation and the

punctuation.

Question words

¢qué?
iquién? / jquiénes?

¢cual? / jcuales?

¢donde? / ;adonde?
icuando?

icomo?

icuanto / cuanta / cuantos /

cuantas?

ipor qué?

WORD ORDER

verb before the

subject

EXAMPLE

MEANING

what

who

which (of a set),

what

where / where to

when

how

how much, how

many

why

EXAMPLE

¢Qué haces? - ;Qué libro quieres?

¢Quién es ella? - ;Quiénes son?

¢Cual es tu teléfono? - ;Cuales

prefieres?

¢Donde vives? - ;Adonde vas?
¢Cuando llegas?

¢Como estas? - ;Como te llamas?

¢Cuanto cuesta? - ;Cuantos anos

tienes?

¢Por qué estudias espaiiol?

¢Donde vive Ana? (not ;Dénde Ana vive?)
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WORD ORDER EXAMPLE

preposition first iDe donde eres? - ;Con quién hablas? - ;A qué hora llegas? - ;Para qué

sirve?

Watch out: qué or cual, and por qué or porque

¢Qué? asks for a definition or comes before a noun in Spain: éQué es esto? - ¢Qué libro
quieres? ¢Cual? asks you to choose from a set: ¢Cual es tu nombre? - ¢Cual prefieres?
éPor qué? (two words, accent) asks "why"; porque (one word, no accent) answers "because": —

¢Por qué estudias espainol? — Porque me encanta Madrid. El porqué is "the reason" (no

entiendo el porqué).

Indirect questions

question inside a longer sentence keeps its accent but loses the ¢ ?, and the verb comes after

the question word as usual. For yes/no questions use si (if, whether, no accent):
DIRECT INDIRECT
¢Donde vive? No sé dénde vive. - Dime donde vives.
¢Qué quiere? Me pregunto qué quiere.
¢Viene manana? No sé si viene mainana.

¢Cuanto cuesta? ¢Sabe usted cuanto cuesta?

Tag questions

To ask for agreement, add a short tag at the end:

EXAMPLE

iverdad? after a positive or a negative sentence Hace frio, ;verdad? - No vienes, ;verdad?
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USE EXAMPLE

¢no? after a positive sentence Vives en Edimburgo, ;no?

ieh? - ;si? informal Es muy bueno, ;eh?

¢vale? "OK?" (Spain) Nos vemos a las ocho, ;vale?

There is one invariable tag instead of the English "isn't it? don't you? aren't they?".

Latin America note

In Mexico you will hear éMande? for "Pardon?" where Spain says ¢Como? or éPerdon? The tag
écierto? is common in many Latin American countries, and éverdad? is understood everywhere.
Cual before a noun (¢Cudl libro quieres?) is heard in parts of Latin America; Spain says ¢Qué libro

quieres?

In Use — En situacion

@ Getting to know you @ Nobody home

¢De donde eres? ¢Y qué haces aqui?
Where are you from? And what are you doing

here?

Soy de Escocia. No hablo bien

espanol, pero estudio mucho.
I'm from Scotland. I don't speak Spanish well,

but I study a lot.

@ Checking

¢Hay alguien en casa? ¢Quieres
algo?

Is anyone at home? Do you want something?

No hay nadie y no quiero nada.

Nunca estoy en casa los lunes.
There's nobody in and I don't want anything.

I'm never at home on Mondays.
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Sabes cuando llega el tren, ¢verdad?

You know when the train arrives, right?

No, no sé a qué hora llega. Ni yo ni

mi hermana lo sabemos. éPor qué?
No, I don't know what time it arrives. Neither

I nor my sister knows. Why?

B Quick Reference — Resumen

SUMMARY
directly before the verb (and its object pronouns)
negative words nunca, jamds, nadie, nada, ningun / a, tampoco, ni ... ni
double negative no + verb + negative word; no no if the negative word comes first
yes/no questions ¢ ... 2 with rising voice; subject optional; no "do"
question words qué, quién, cudl, dénde, adénde, cudando, cémo, cudnto, por qué (all with accents)
word order question word + verb + subject; preposition before the question word
indirect questions accent kept, no ; ?; si for yes/no

tags ¢verdad? ;no? ;vale? ;cierto?

# Try It Yourself — Ejercicios

1. Make negative: "Hablo aleman." - "Me gusta el té." - "Lo conozco."

¥ Show answer
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No hablo aleman. - No me gusta el té. - No lo conozco.

2, Say in Spanish in two ways: "I never go." and "Nobody knows."

¥ Show answer

Nunca voy. / No voy nunca. - Nadie lo sabe. / No lo sabe nadie.

3. Say in Spanish: "I don't want anything." - "I don't see anyone." - "I don't have any

brothers." (one or the other)

¥ Show answer

No quiero nada. - No veo a nadie. - No tengo ningin hermano.

4. Say in Spanish: "I don't speak German or French."
¥ Show answer

No hablo ni aleman ni francés.

5. Say in Spanish: "Where do you live?" - "What time do you arrive?" - "Who are you
speaking with?"
¥ Show answer

¢Dénde vives? - ¢A qué hora llegas? - ¢Con quién hablas?

" "e

6. Choose qué or cual: "¢ es esto?" - "¢ es tu nombre?" - "¢ prefieres, el rojo o el
azul?"

¥ Show answer

Qué (a definition) - Cual (a choice) - Cual (a choice from a set).

7. Choose por qué or porque: "¢ estudias espanol?" - "Estudio espaiol me

encanta."

¥ Show answer

¢Por qué estudias espaiiol? - Estudio espaiol porque me encanta.

Spanish Grammar 2 - Page 60




" "

8. Make indirect: "é¢D6nde vive?" — "No sé..." - "é¢Viene manana?" — "No sé...
¥ Show answer

No sé donde vive. - No sé si viene manana.

9. Add a tag: "Vives en Edimburgo" - "Hace frio"

¥ Show answer

Vives en Edimburgo, éno? / éverdad? - Hace frio, ¢verdad?

10. Correct the mistakes: No tengo ningunos problemas. - ¢Donde Ana vive? - No sé donde

¢vive? - Yo no también.
¥ Show answer

No tengo ningin problema (ningiin has no plural) - éDénde vive Ana? - No sé donde vive -

Yo tampoco (or yo también for agreement).

Coming up in Chapter 9: Object Pronouns. The direct pronouns lo, la, los, las and the
indirect le, les; le — se before lo; position before the verb and attached to the infinitive and

gerund; a mi, a ti for emphasis; and leismo in Spain.
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@ Object Pronouns — Los pronombres de objeto

THE RULE IN ONE BOX
Direct: me, te, lo, la, nos, os, los, las. Indirect: me, te, le, nos, os, les. They go
before the conjugated verb (La veo, Le doy el libro) or attach to the infinitive or
gerund (verla, dandole). With two pronouns: indirect first, direct second (me lo

da), and le / les — se before lo, la, los, las (se lo doy).

The forms

PERSON DIRECT INDIRECT

you (tu) te

him, it (m.), you (usted, m.) le (him, her, it, you)

her, it (f.), you (usted, f.)

you (vosotros)

them (m.), you (ustedes) les (them, you)

them (f.)
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Only the third person differs between direct and indirect. For me, te, nos, os the same word does

both jobs.

Direct object pronouns: lo, la, los, las

WITH A NOUN WITH A PRONOUN

Veo la casa. La veo.

Compro el pan. Lo compro.

Tengo los libros. Los tengo.

Llamo a Ana. La llamo. (the personal a disappears)
No conozco a tus padres. No loes conozco.

¢Quieres un café? Si, lo quiero.

Watch out: the pronoun cannot be left out

English can say "I see" or "I buy" with the object understood; Spanish needs the pronoun when the
object is already known: — éTienes el billete? — Si, lo tengo. Not Si, tengo. The pronoun takes

the gender and number of the noun it replaces, not of the speaker.

Indirect object pronouns: le, les

EXAMPLE ENGLISH
dar Le doy el libro a Ana. | give Ana the book.
decir Les digo la verdad. | tell them the truth.

escribir - enviar Te escribo mainana. - Le envio un I'll write to you tomorrow. | send him

correo. an email.
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EXAMPLE

ENGLISH

preguntar - Le pregunto la hora. - Les pido | ask him the time. | ask them for help.

pedir ayuda.

regalar - Nos regalan flores. - Me muestra They give us flowers. He shows me the

mostrar la foto.

photo.

hen the person is named, Spanish usually keeps the pronoun as well: Le doy el libro a

a. The a Ana says who; the le is still needed.

Two pronouns together

The indirect pronoun comes first, then the direct one: Me lo da. (He gives it to me.) Te la

envio. (I send it to you.) The two pronouns are never separated and nothing goes between

them.

order: indirect, then direct

le / les — se before lo, la, los, las

so se can mean he, she, you,

they

negative: no first

EXAMPLE

Me lo dice. - Nos las envian.

Doy el libro a Ana — Se lo doy. (not le lo doy)

Se lo doy a ella. - Se lo digo a ustedes. (clarify with a +

person)

No se lo digo.

Position: before the verb or attached

SITUATION POSITION

conjugated before it

verb

EXAMPLE

La veo. - Se lo doy.

verb + before the first verb or attached Lo quiero ver. = Quiero verlo. - Se lo voy a

infinitive to the infinitive

dar. = Voy a darselo.
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SITUATION POSITION EXAMPLE

estar + before estar or attached to the Lo estoy leyendo. = Estoy leyéndolo.

gerund gerund

Watch out: written accents when pronouns attach
Attaching one pronoun to an infinitive needs no accent (verlo, darle); attaching two adds an accent
to keep the stress where it was (darselo, decirmelo). On a gerund, even one pronoun needs the

accent: leyéndolo, dandomelo.

Emphasis and clarity: ami, a ti

As with gustar (Spanish Grammar 2 7), a + pronoun / person can be added in addition to

the pronoun for emphasis or contrast, and to clarify le / les:

A mi me ve, pero a ti no te ve. (He sees me but not you.) - A ti te lo digo. (I'm telling

you.) - A Ana la conozco bien. (A Ana placed first for focus; the pronoun is required.)

The neuter lo

Lo also stands for a whole idea, a situation or an adjective, with no gender: No lo sé. (I don't

now.) - ¢Estas cansado? — Si, lo estoy. (Yes, I am.) - Es dificil, pero lo entiendo.

Leismo in Spain

In much of Spain, speakers use le instead of lo for a masculine person as the direct object:
Le veo. (about Juan) instead of Lo veo. This leismo is accepted for masculine singular people;
for things you say lo (Lo veo, about a car). Using la for a feminine indirect object (laismo: La

digo la verdad) and lo for a masculine indirect object (loismo) are considered incorrect.

Latin America note

In Latin America lo / la is used for direct objects, people included (Lo veo, La llamo), so leismo is

not a feature to copy. There is no os: for "you all" use les (indirect) and los / las (direct): Les digo la
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verdad. - Los veo mafiana. In Spain, vosotros takes os (Os veo marniana).

In Use — En situacion

@ A present @ The ticket

¢Le compras un regalo a tu madre? ¢Tienes los billetes? ¢Me los das?
Are you buying your mother a present? Have you got the tickets? Will you give them

to me?

Si, se lo compro hoy. éMe ayudas a

elegirlo? Si, los tengo. Te los doy ahora. Voy a

Yes, I'm buying it for her today. Will you help enviartelos también por correo.
me choose it? Yes, I have them. I'll give them to you now. I'm

going to email them to you as well.

3 News

¢Conoces a Pablo? Lo veo todos los

dias en la oficina.
Do you know Pablo? I see him every day at the

office.

No lo conozco, pero a su hermana la

conozco bien. Se lo digo mafiana.
I don't know him, but I know his sister well.

I'll tell him tomorrow.

B Quick Reference — Resumen
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SUMMARY

direct me, te, lo, la, nos, os, los, las

indirect me, te, le, nos, os, les

two together indirect + direct: me lo, te la, se lo

le /les + lo/ becomes se: se lo doy

la

position before the conjugated verb; or attached to infinitive and gerund (accent for two

pronouns, or one on a gerund)
emphasis a mime..., a ti te lo digo

leismo le veo (masculine person, Spain) is accepted; laismo and loismo are not

# Try It Yourself — Ejercicios

1. Replace the noun with a pronoun: "Veo la casa." - "Compro los libros." - "Tengo el

billete." - "Conozco a Ana."
¥ Show answer

La veo. - Los compro. - Lo tengo. - La conozco.

2, Replace the indirect object: "Doy el libro a Ana." - "Digo la verdad a mis padres." -

"Escribo a ti."

¥ Show answer

Le doy el libro. - Les digo la verdad. - Te escribo.

1

3. Replace both: "Doy el libro a Ana." - "Envio los correos a mis padres." - "Digo la verdad a

t."

¥ Show answer
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Se lo doy. - Se los envio. - Te la digo.

4. Say in two ways: "I want to see it." (el libro) - "I'm going to give it to her." (el libro)

¥ Show answer

Lo quiero ver. / Quiero verlo. - Se lo voy a dar. / Voy a darselo.

5. Say in two ways: "I'm reading it." (el periddico)
¥ Show answer

Lo estoy leyendo. - Estoy leyéndolo. (accent on the gerund)

6. Answer with a pronoun: "¢Tienes las llaves?" - "éVes a Pablo?" - "é¢Me das el teléfono?"
¥ Show answer

Si, las tengo. - Si, lo veo. - Si, te lo doy.

7. Make negative: "Se lo digo." - "La veo." - "Te lo doy."
¥ Show answer

No se lo digo. - No la veo. - No te lo doy.

8. What does lo stand for here: "No lo sé." - "¢Estas cansado? — Si, lo estoy."
¥ Show answer

A whole idea ("it", what was said) - an adjective (cansado).

9. Say in Spanish: "I'm telling YOU, not him." (emphasis)
¥ Show answer

A ti te lo digo, no a él.

10. Correct the mistakes: Le lo doy. - ¢Tienes el billete? — Si, tengo. - Quiero lo ver. - Lo

digo a ella.

¥ Show answer
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Se lo doy - Si, lo tengo (the pronoun is needed) - Quiero verlo / Lo quiero ver - Se lo digo a

ella.

Coming up in Chapter 10: Por and Para; Prepositions II. Por (cause, exchange,
duration, through) against para (purpose, destination, deadline, recipient); entre, sobre, bajo,

tras, segun, contra; and prepositions of place and time.
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B8 Por and Para — Por y para; preposiciones II

THE RULE IN ONE BOX
PARA = where it is heading: purpose (para aprender), destination (para Madrid),
deadline (para el lunes), recipient (para ti). POR = what is behind or through it:
cause (por eso), exchange (por diez euros), duration (por dos horas), movement through

a place (por el parque), means (por teléfono), agent (escrito por Ana).

EXAMPLE ENGLISH

purpose: in order to Estudio para aprender. - ;Para qué | study (in order) to learn. What

sirve? is it for?
destination Salgo para Madrid mafana. | leave for Madrid tomorrow.
deadline El informe es para el lunes. The report is due Monday.

recipient Este regalo es para ti. - Es para mi This gift is for you. It's for my

madre. mother.
opinion Para mi, es muy facil. In my opinion, it's very easy.

comparison: Para ser extranjero, habla muy For a foreigner, he speaks very

considering bien. well.
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USE

employer

EXAMPLE

Trabajo para una empresa de

informatica.

ENGLISH

| work for an IT company.

cause, reason

exchange, price

duration

through, along,

around

means, channel

agent (passive)

per, rate

part of the day

on behalf of,

instead of

fixed phrases

EXAMPLE

Gracias por tu ayuda. - Llego tarde

por el trafico. - Por eso estoy aqui.

Pago diez euros por el libro. -

Cambio mi coche por otro.
Estudio por dos horas.

Paseo por el parque. - Paso por tu

casa. - ;Hay un banco por aqui?

por teléfono, por correo, por avion

escrito por Ana

cien kilometros por hora - el diez

por ciento

por la manana, por la tarde, por la

noche

Lo hago por ti. - Trabajo por mi

padre hoy.

por favor - por fin - por ejemplo -

por supuesto - por lo menos

Watch out: the same sentence, two meanings
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Thanks for your help. I'm late because

of the traffic. That's why I'm here.

| pay ten euros for the book. | swap

my car for another.

| study for two hours.

| walk through the park. I'll pass by
your house. Is there a bank around

here?

by phone, by post, by air

written by Ana

a hundred kilometres per hour - ten

per cent

in the morning, in the afternoon, at

night

| do it for your sake. | work for my

father today (in his place).

please - at last - for example - of

course - at least




Trabajo para mi padre. = he is my employer. Trabajo por mi padre. = I'm working in his
place, or for his sake. - Voy para el mercado. = I'm heading to the market. Voy por pan. = I'm
going to get bread. - Estudio para médico. = to become a doctor. - éPara qué? asks about the

purpose; éPor qué? asks about the cause.

Other prepositions

PREPOSITION MEANING EXAMPLE

entre between, among entre las cinco y las seis - entre amigos - entre tu y

yo

on, over; about; El libro esta sobre la mesa. - una charla sobre

approximately Escocia - sobre las ocho
bajo under (also figurative) bajo la lluvia - bajo control
tras after, behind dia tras dia - tras la puerta
segun according to segun el mapa - segun tu
contra against contra el viento - en contra de
hacia towards; around (time) hacia el norte - hacia las nueve

durante during durante el verano - durante la reunion

ntre and segun take subject pronouns (entre tit y yo, segun ti1), as in Spanish Grammar 1

10.

Prepositions of place

PREPOSITION MEANING EXAMPLE

en - sobre / encima de in, on - on top of en la caja - encima de la mesa

debajo de under debajo de la cama
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PREPOSITION MEANING EXAMPLE
delante de - detras de in front of - behind delante de la casa - detras del banco
al lado de next to al lado del museo

cerca de - lejos de near - far from cerca de aqui - lejos de casa
enfrente de - frente a opposite enfrente de la estacion

dentro de - fuera de inside - outside dentro de la caja - fuera de la
ciudad

a la derecha de - a la izquierda to the right / left a la derecha del hotel
de of

Most of these end in de, which contracts with el (del, Spanish Grammar 1 4). Before a pronoun

use mi, ti, él...: cerca de mi, delante de ti.

Prepositions of time

PREPOSITION MEANING EXAMPLE

antes de - después before - after antes de las ocho - después de

de comer
durante during durante la cena
dentro de in (from now) Llego dentro de dos dias.

hace + time ago Llegué hace dos dias. (Spanish

Grammar 3)

desde / hasta-a / from / until - at / in (Spanish desde las nueve - a las tres - en

en Grammar 1 10) mayo

Latin America note
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In much of Latin America (especially Mexico) people say abajo de, adelante de and atras de
instead of debajo de, delante de, detras de; both sets are understood everywhere. Por and para work

identically; in casual speech you may hear pa' for para.

In Use — En situacion

@ A gift

¢Para qué estudias espanol? Este regalo es para mi madre. Pago
What are you studying Spanish for? veinte euros por él.

This present is for my mother. I'm paying

. .. » twenty euros for it.
Estudio para viajar por Espana.

Estudio una hora por la mafiana y

otra por la noche. Muy bien. Gracias por avisarme; yo

I study to travel around Spain. I study an hour lo envio por correo antes del

in the morning and another at night. viernes.

Very good. Thanks for letting me know; I'll

send mine by post before Friday.

@ Directions

Perdone, ¢hay una farmacia por

aqui?

Excuse me, is there a pharmacy around here?

Si, esta al lado del banco, enfrente
de la estacion. Est4 hacia el norte,

cerca de aqui.
Yes, it's next to the bank, opposite the station.

It's to the north, near here.

Spanish Grammar 2 - Page 74




B Quick Reference — Resumen

QUESTION ANSWER

purpose, goal, "in order to" para

destination (salir para), deadline, para

recipient, opinion, employer

cause, thanks, "because of"

exchange, price

duration, part of the day

through, along, around

means (por teléfono), agent (por Ana),

rate (por hora)

other prepositions entre, sobre, bajo, tras, segun, contra, hacia, durante

place encima de, debajo de, delante de, detrds de, al lado de, cerca

de, lejos de, enfrente de, dentro de, fuera de

# Try It Yourself — Ejercicios

1. Fill in por or para: "Estudio aprender." - "Gracias tu ayuda." - "Es t." -

"Pago diez euros el libro."

¥ Show answer

para (purpose) - por (cause) - para (recipient) - por (exchange).
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2, Fill in: "Salgo Madrid manana." - "Paseo el parque.” - "El informe es el

lunes." - "Hablo teléfono."

¥ Show answer

para (destination) - por (through) - para (deadline) - por (means).

3. Say in Spanish: "I study in the morning." - "I study for two hours."

¥ Show answer

Estudio por la mafiana. - Estudio por dos horas.

4. Explain the difference: Trabajo para mi padre / Trabajo por mi padre.
¥ Show answer

He is my employer / I'm working in his place or for his sake.

5. Say in Spanish: "What is it for?" and "Why are you late?"
¥ Show answer

¢Para qué sirve? - ¢Por qué llegas tarde?

6. Say in Spanish: "In my opinion, it's easy." and "For a foreigner, he speaks well."

¥ Show answer

Para mi, es facil. - Para ser extranjero, habla bien.

7. Say in Spanish: "The book is on the table." - "The bank is next to the station." - "I live

near here."

¥ Show answer

El libro esta sobre / encima de la mesa. - El banco est4 al lado de la estacion. - Vivo cerca de

aqui.

8. Say in Spanish: "between five and six" - "according to the map" - "after eating" - "before

eight".
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¥ Show answer

entre las cinco y las seis - seglin el mapa - después de comer - antes de las ocho.

9. Say in Spanish: "I'll arrive in two days." (from now)

¥ Show answer

Llego dentro de dos dias.

10. Correct the mistakes: Estudio por aprender. - Es por ti, el regalo. - Trabajo por una

empresa. - Cerca a mi.

¥ Show answer

Estudio para aprender (purpose) - El regalo es para ti (recipient) - Trabajo para una

empresa (employer) - Cerca de mi (cerca de).

Coming up in Chapter 11: Verb Phrases. Poder, querer, saber, deber, tener que, hay que +
infinitive; ir a, acabar de, volver a, empezar a and seguir + gerund; estar + gerund; and llevar

+ gerund or time.
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Spanish Grammar 2

& Verb Phrases — Perifrasis verbales

THE RULE IN ONE BOX
Conjugated verb + infinitive: puedo ir, quiero ir, debo ir, tengo que ir, voy a ir.

Conjugated verb + gerund: estoy leyendo, sigo leyendo, llevo un afio leyendo. The
first verb changes with the person; the infinitive or gerund never changes. Object

pronouns go before the first verb or attach to the second (Spanish Grammar 2 9).

erb + infinitive

PHRASE MEANING EXAMPLE

poder + inf. can, may, be able to iPuedes ayudarme? - No puedo

venir hoy.
querer + inf. want to Quiero aprender espafiol.
saber + inf. know how to Sé cocinar. - No sabe nadar.

deber + inf. should, ought to (moral Debes descansar. - No debo

obligation, advice) comer tanto.
tener que + inf. have to (personal obligation) Tengo que trabajar el sabado.

hay que + inf. one must, it is necessary Hay que reservar con tiempo.

(impersonal)
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PHRASE MEANING

necesitar + inf. - need to - prefer to

preferir + inf.

soler (ue) + inf. usually do

Watch out: tener que, deber and hay que

EXAMPLE

Necesito dormir. - Prefiero

quedarme.

Suelo levantarme a las siete.

Tener que is a real obligation for a specific person (Tengo que irme); deber is a softer "should"

(Debo estudiar mas); hay que never changes and has no subject (Hay que estudiar, "one has to").

In the negative they differ: No tengo que ir. (I don't have to) against No debo ir. (I shouldn't).

Tener que always has que before the infinitive; poder, querer, saber, deber never have a preposition.

erb + preposition + infinitive

PHRASE MEANING

ira + inf. be going to (near

future)
acabar de + inf. have just

volver a + inf. do again

empezar a - comenzar a + begin to

inf.
ponerse a + inf. start to (suddenly)

dejar de - terminar de + inf. stop - finish

The gerund

EXAMPLE

Voy a llamar a Ana. - ;Vais a venir?

Acabo de llegar. - Acaban de salir.

Vuelvo a intentarlo. - Vuelven a

llamar.

Empieza a llover.

Se pone a cantar.

Dejo de fumar. - Termino de comer.
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VERB TYPE

vowel + -iendo — -

yendo

stem-changing -ir: e

—-i,o0o—-u

ENDING

-ando

-iendo

-yendo

EXAMPLE

hablar — hablando - trabajar — trabajando

comer — comiendo - vivir — viviendo

leer — leyendo - construir — construyendo - oir —» oyendo -

ir - yendo

pedir — pidiendo - decir — diciendo - dormir — durmiendo -

venir — viniendo - poder — pudiendo

Gerunds never agree with anything: estoy comiendo, estamos comiendo, estan comiendo.

Estar, seguir and llevar + gerund

PHRASE

estar + gerund

seguir - continuar

+ gerund

llevar + time +

gerund

llevar + time (no

gerund)

ir - andar + gerund

MEANING

EXAMPLE

an action in progress, Estoy trabajando. - ;Qué estas haciendo?

happening now

keep on, still

Sigo estudiando espaiol. - Contintian
hablando.

have been doing for (a Llevo dos afios estudiando espanol.

period)

have been (somewhere) Llevo dos afos aqui. (compare vivo aqui desde

for

hace dos anos, Spanish Grammar 1 10)

gradually - going around Voy mejorando. - Anda buscando trabajo.

Watch out: estar + gerund is not “always"

The Spanish simple present covers what English splits in two: Trabajo en Edimburgo. (habit)

and often Trabajo ahora. (now). Use estar + gerund only when you want to stress that the

action is in progress right now. It is not used for the future (Maniana voy a Madrid, not Estoy

yendo), nor with states (Sé la respuesta, not Estoy sabiendo), and is rare with ir and venir.
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Pronouns with verb phrases

Object and reflexive pronouns (Spanish Grammar 2 9 and Spanish Grammar 2 6) can go before

he first verb or attach to the infinitive or gerund, with the accents explained there:

BEFORE THE FIRST VERB ATTACHED

Lo puedo hacer. Puedo hacerlo.

Me voy a duchar. Voy a ducharme.

Se lo tengo que decir. Tengo que decirselo.
Lo estoy leyendo. Estoy leyéndolo.

No lo sigo haciendo. No sigo haciéndolo.

Latin America note
The verb phrases are the same in Spain and Latin America; the vos forms are vos podés, querés,
sabés, tenés que, seguis. In Mexico andar + gerund is very common (anda buscando), and you

will hear ahorita voy a... for "I'm about to". Soler and acabar de are used throughout.

In Use — En situacion

D Invitation @ On the phone

¢Puedes venir a cenar el sdbado? ¢Qué estas haciendo? éSigues

Can you come to dinner on Saturday? trabaj ando?

What are you doing? Are you still working?

Quiero ir, pero tengo que trabajar.
Voy a llamarte el viernes. Si, acabo de empezar. Llevo dos

horas esperando un correo y no
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I want to come, but I have to work. I'm going puedo parar.

to call you on Friday. Yes, I've just started. I've been waiting two

hours for an email and I can't stop.

@ Learning

¢Sabes hablar espanol? éCuanto

tiempo llevas estudiandolo?

Can you speak Spanish? How long have you

been studying it?

Llevo un ano. Suelo estudiar por las
mafnanas y no debo dejar de

practicar.
A year. I usually study in the mornings and I

mustn't stop practising.

B Quick Reference — Resumen

PATTERN PHRASES

verb + infinitive poder, querer, saber, deber, necesitar, preferir, soler

with que tener que (personal), hay que (impersonal)

with a preposition ir a, acabar de, volver a, empezar a, ponerse a, dejar de, terminar de
gerund -ar — -ando; -er, -ir — -iendo; leyendo, durmiendo, pidiendo
gerund phrases estar, sequir, continuar, llevar + time, ir, andar

negative no tengo que = | don't have to; no debo = | shouldn't

pronouns before the first verb or attached to the infinitive / gerund
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# Try It Yourself — Ejercicios

1. Say in Spanish: "I can come." - "She wants to learn." - "We know how to cook."
¥ Show answer

Puedo venir. - Quiere aprender. - Sabemos cocinar.

2, Fill in tener que, deber or hay que: "Yo trabajar el sdbado." - "Ta descansar

"

. reservar con tiempo."

¥ Show answer

tengo que - debes - Hay que.

3. Say in Spanish: "I'm going to call Ana." - "We're going to travel." - "I've just arrived."
¥ Show answer

Voy a llamar a Ana. - Vamos a viajar. - Acabo de llegar.

4. Say in Spanish: "It's starting to rain." - "I'm trying again." (volver a) - "I'm giving up
smoking." (dejar de)
¥ Show answer

Empieza a llover. - Vuelvo a intentarlo. - Dejo de fumar.

5. Give the gerund of: hablar, comer, vivir, leer, dormir, pedir, decir, construir.
¥ Show answer

hablando - comiendo - viviendo - leyendo - durmiendo - pidiendo - diciendo - construyendo.

6. Say in Spanish: "I'm working." - "They are eating." - "What are you doing?" (ti1)

¥ Show answer

Estoy trabajando. - Estdn comiendo. - ¢éQué estas haciendo?
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7. Say in Spanish: "I still study Spanish." - "I've been studying Spanish for two years.'

¥ Show answer

Sigo estudiando espanol. - Llevo dos anos estudiando espanol.

8. Say in two ways: "I can do it." (lo) - "I'm going to tell her." (se lo)

¥ Show answer

Lo puedo hacer / Puedo hacerlo. - Se lo voy a decir / Voy a decirselo.

9. Explain the difference: No tengo que ir / No debo ir.
¥ Show answer

I don't have to go (no obligation) / I shouldn't go (it would be wrong).

10. Correct the mistakes: Tengo trabajar. - Voy llamar a Ana. - Estoy sabiendo la

respuesta. - Estoy comer.

¥ Show answer

Tengo que trabajar - Voy a llamar a Ana - Sé la respuesta (no gerund with states) - Estoy

comiendo.

Coming up in Chapter 12: Putting It Together. One verb in every present-tense form; a
decision procedure; an error-spotting clinic; and the Course Complete recap, with a pointer to

Spanish Grammar 3.
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¥ Putting It Together — Todo junto

THE RULE IN ONE BOX

Build a verb in this order: 1 choose the verb and its type (regular, stem-changing,
irregular, reflexive) — 2 choose the person — 3 add pronouns (reflexive, indirect, direct)
in the order se / me / te... + lo / la — 4 add no or a question — 5 add a verb phrase if
needed (infinitive after the first verb, gerund after estar). The first verb always carries the

person; pronouns stay next to it.

The master table

EL / ELLA NOSOTROS VOSOTROS ELLOS /
/ USTED ELLAS /
USTEDES

hablar (-ar) hablas hablamos EIETS hablan
comer (-er) comemos comeéis
vivir (-ir) vivo vives vive vivimos vivis viven

pensar (e — pienso piensas piensa pensamos pensais piensan

ie)

poder (o — podemos

ue)
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EL / ELLA NOSOTROS VOSOTROS ELLOS /
/ USTED ELLAS /
USTEDES

pedir (e — i) pide pedimos piden

tener tiene tenemos tienen
(irregular yo +

e —ie)

hacer hacemos

(irregular yo)

voy vais

e} Sois

estar estoy estamos estais estan

levantarse me te 5E nos (O se levantan

(reflexive) levanto SYERIES levanta levantamos levantais

One verb through the whole course: querer

WHAT IT SHOWS EXAMPLE CHAPTER

stem change e — (e, boot quiero, quieres, quiere, queremos, queréis,

shape quieren

no subject pronoun Quiero un café. (contrast: Yo quiero caféy

needed ella quiere té.)

+ infinitive (verb phrase) Quiero aprender espafol.

negation No quiero nada. - Nunca quiero levantarme.
question ¢Qué quieres? ;Por qué quieres ir?

direct pronoun ¢Quieres café? — Si, lo quiero.
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WHAT IT SHOWS EXAMPLE CHAPTER
reflexive + infinitive Me quiero levantar. = Quiero levantarme.

two pronouns + verb Se lo quiero dar. = Quiero darselo.

phrase
purpose with para Quiero ahorrar para viajar.

with the personal a: "to Quiero a mi familia. Spanish Grammar
love" 110

stative, so no gerund Quiero ir. (not Estoy queriendo) 11

decision procedure

1. Which verb, which type? Regular (hablar), stem-changing (pensar, poder, pedir),
irregular yo (tengo, hago), fully irregular (ser, estar, ir) or reflexive (levantarse)?
(Chapters 1to 6.)

. Ser or estar? What it is (identity, origin, material, time) — ser. Where it is and how it is
now — estar. Existence — hay. (Chapters 3 and 4.)

3. Who does what to whom? Subject — verb ending. Person direct object — personal a.
Receiver — le / les; thing — lo / la / los / las. For gustar-type verbs, the person is the
indirect object and the thing is the subject. (Chapters 7 and 9.)

. Pronouns, in order. Reflexive or se first, then indirect, then direct: se lo, me lo, te la.
(Chapters 6 and 9.)

. Negative or question? No before the verb and pronouns; negative words after the verb
need no; questions use ¢ ?, an accented question word and verb before subject. (Chapter
8.)

6. Verb phrase? Ability, duty, near future — infinitive (puedo, tengo que, voy a). In
progress or continuing — gerund (estoy, sigo, llevo). Put pronouns before the first verb or
on the end of the second. (Chapter 11.)

7. Por or para? Goal, destination, deadline, recipient — para. Cause, exchange, duration,

path — por. (Chapter 10.)

Latin America note
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Everything in this course is shared across the Spanish-speaking world, with three regular differences:

vosotros and os are used only in Spain (Latin America uses ustedes, se, les, los); the vos forms (vos

sos, estas, tenés, querés, podés, hacés) in Argentina, Uruguay and parts of Central America; and

leismo and apetecer are mainly Spanish. Learn the Spain forms as the baseline and the Latin

American alternatives as recognition.

Error-spotting clinic

Soy cansado.

Hay el banco en la plaza.

Nosotros puedemos.

Yo levanto a las siete.

Me lavo mis manos.

Yo gusto el café.

Nadie no viene.

¢(Donde Ana vive?

Le lo doy.

Estudio por aprender.

Tengo trabajar.

Estoy sabiendo la

respuesta.

Estoy cansado.

El banco esta en la

plaza.

Nosotros podemos.

Me levanto a las siete.

Me lavo las manos.

Me gusta el café.

Nadie viene.

¢Donde vive Ana?

Se lo doy.

Estudio para aprender.

Tengo que trabajar.

Sé la respuesta.

In Use — En situacion

state: estar (Chapter 3)

known thing: estar, not hay (Chapter
4)

no stem change in nosotros (Chapter
5)

reflexive pronoun (Chapter 6)

body part takes the article (Chapter 6)

the thing is the subject (Chapter 7)

no no before the verb (Chapter 8)

verb before subject (Chapter 8)

le — se before lo (Chapter 9)

purpose: para (Chapter 10)

tener que (Chapter 11)

no gerund with states (Chapter 11)
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) Settling in @ A favour

¢Como te llamas? ¢De donde eres? ¢Puedes ayudarme? No encuentro

¢Cuanto tiempo llevas aqui? mis llaves y no sé donde estan.
What's your name? Where are you from? How Can you help me? I can't find my keys and I

long have you been here? don't know where they are.

Me llamo Philip y soy de Las tienes en la mano. Y el coche

Edimburgo. Llevo una semana, pero esta enfrente de la casa; te lo busco

ya tengo que volver. Me encanta yo.
esta ciudad. You have them in your hand. And the car is

My name is Philip and I'm from Edinburgh. Tipipesh e e o [ iadl Ko .

I've been here a week, but I already have to go

back. I love this city.

@ Plans

¢Qué estas haciendo? ¢Quieres

venir al cine esta noche?
What are you doing? Do you want to come to

the cinema tonight?

No puedo; estoy escribiendo un
informe para el lunes. Pero se lo voy
a mandar a mi jefa hoy y mafiana

salgo contigo.
I can't; I'm writing a report for Monday. But
I'm going to send it to my boss today and

tomorrow I'll go out with you.

Spanish Grammar 2 - Page 89




B Quick Reference — Resumen del curso

CHAPTER TOPIC KEY POINT

The verb map stem + ending; drop the pronoun

Regular verbs -0, -as, -a, -amos, -dis, -an and the -er / -ir sets

Ser and estar what it is against where and how it is

Irregular verbs tengo, voy, hago...; hay against estar

Stem-changing verbs boot shape: ie, ue,

Reflexive verbs me, te, se, nos, os, se

Gustar the thing is the subject: me gusta, me gustan

Negation and questions double negative; accented question words

Object pronouns lo, la, le; se lo

Por and para cause against goal

Verb phrases infinitive and gerund

# Try It Yourself — Ejercicios

1. Give the six present forms of pensar and of ir.

¥ Show answer

pienso - piensas - piensa - pensamos - pensais - piensan. voy - vas - va - vamos - vais - van.

2, Ser or estar: "Ana de Escocia." - "Ana en Madrid." - "La puerta cerrada.” -

"La reuni6n a las tres."

¥ Show answer
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es - esta - esta - es.

3. Say in Spanish: "I have a sister and I'm very hungry."
¥ Show answer

Tengo una hermana y tengo mucha hambre.

4. Say in Spanish: "My feet hurt." and "I like these books."
¥ Show answer

Me duelen los pies. - Me gustan estos libros.

5. Say in Spanish: "I don't see anybody and I don't want anything."
¥ Show answer

No veo a nadie y no quiero nada.

6. Say in Spanish: "Where does Ana live?" and "Why are you studying Spanish?" (t11)
¥ Show answer

¢Donde vive Ana? - ¢Por qué estudias espaiiol?

7. Replace the nouns: "Doy el libro a Ana." and "Quiero ver la pelicula.”
¥ Show answer

Se lo doy. - La quiero ver. / Quiero verla.

8. Say in Spanish: "I get up at seven and I have a shower."
¥ Show answer

Me levanto a las siete y me ducho.

9. Say in Spanish: "I've been studying Spanish for a year, in order to travel." (llevar, para)

¥ Show answer
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Llevo un ano estudiando espafol para viajar.

10. Correct all the mistakes: Yo soy cansado y tengo trabajar. - Le lo doy por ti. - Me gusto

los libros.

¥ Show answer

Estoy cansado y tengo que trabajar - Se lo doy a ti (or Te lo doy; por ti would mean "for

your sake") - Me gustan los libros.

Course complete! g You now have the whole present tense: every verb type, ser and estar,
gustar, negation and questions, object pronouns, por and para and verb phrases. The next step
is Spanish Grammar 3, which adds the rest of the tenses: the past participle, the preterite and

imperfect, the present perfect, the future, the conditional and the imperative.
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