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Korean Grammar 4

# Written and Spoken Korean — =0{2} 4101

THE RULE IN ONE BOX

Korean has a spoken side (SH2A|, 2f&A|, siAll, with 2 and &LICH and a written side.
The ordinary written style is the plain style (si2Hl): --C} / -=C} for verbs, plain -Ct
for adjectives and O|C}, - /ALt for the past. It has no listener in it, so it uses no polite

endings and avoids colloquial contractions and fillers. See also Korean Grammar 2 1

(Speech Levels) for the seven levels.

One sentence in four styles

MEANING 12K (SPOKEN &M (FORMAL sl PLAIN WRITTEN (&
POLITE) (CASUAL) 2tH))

| go to stmof 7. . stuof| 7. wof] Ztct.

school.
| ate.
It is good.

He is a

student.

| will go. Z 7Hole.
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MEANING M| (SPOKEN gtA M (FORMAL sl PLAIN WRITTEN (3l
POLITE) POLITE) (CASUAL) 2kA])

I do not go. ot 7tR. 7kxl gs&LILt. ot 7t 7kx| 2=t

Forming the plain written style

Present tense

WORD TYPE EXAMPLES

verb, vowel stem stem + -LC} 7ict — ZiC} siCt — St} OFAICE —
op2ict

verb, consonant stem stem + -=C} HC} - HE=C} QL) - =Lt
verb, 2 stem drop 2 + -LC} AL} - AMCH OFSCE - BEEL}

adjective stem + -C} (the dictionary ZLCL 3c} ofjuuct

form)

UL SUACH (and SEAULCE, HY stay -Ct

Ch

O[C} / OfLIC} noun + (O)Ct

Past, future and negative

PLAIN WRITTEN
past -/ACH
future, conjecture -(@)= Zo|Ct
negative -X| Q4=Ct/ -X| @4Ct/ 2t/ 2
honorific -(2)Al- stays

suggestion -X}
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FORM PLAIN WRITTEN

command (signs, rules) -(2)2t / -X| a2t

Watch out: adjectives do not take - /=C}

A common error is to put the verb ending on an adjective: X M7} £=C}. Adjectives (and O|Ct, U

C}, 2ICH keep the plain -C}: Y M7} ZLC}. Compare H|7t 2L} (verb, takes - CtH) with 'EM|7} SC}

>

(adjective, plain -C}).

Questions in written Korean

Direct questions are rare in plain writing, but when a writer asks one (often rhetorically, or in a

title), the endings are different from speech:

TYPE PLAIN WRITTEN EXAMPLE
verb -=71? 2 [MLI=71? Why do people leave?
adjective -(2)L71? O] £27I7 Is this really right?

wondering, "could it be...?" -(@)znr 1S &2 Is it really possible?

ords that change in writing

Besides the endings, writers choose different words. Spoken short forms and fillers are replaced

by fuller ones.
SPOKEN MEANING
ol /37 /XA this / that
what
story, talk

by the way, but
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SPOKEN WRITTEN MEANING
Zint/ =1 A/ AHE Y2 /0 / OFF really, very

Lt/ = Lt=, "XH= (essay)

riters also keep the particles that speech drops (Bf MR 0{? is fine in speech, but writing says

S HRALCH, and they avoid sentence-final fillers and exclamations.

here each style appears

SITUATION USUAL STYLE

diary, essay, article, textbook, thesis plain written (- /=C})

formal letter, speech text, notice, official email, formal polite (-& L|C} / -&L|C}

presentation
blog, message to a friendly reader, social media spoken polite (-0l/0{R) or casual

subtitles, text messages follow the speech of the speaker

news report plain written, with headline style (Chapter
3)

Watch out: plain written is not "rude”

Because {2 is the low-politeness level in speech (Korean Grammar 2 1), learners worry that
writing in it is rude. It is not: the writer is not addressing any one person, so there is no one to be

polite to. The same -L E} that would be rude spoken to a boss is neutral in an essay or a diary.

Reading the endings of a text

To know quickly what kind of text you have, look at the ends of the sentences:

e -LLC}/-=C} /-LC}: plain written (article, essay, diary, narration).

o -HL|C} / -&L|C}: formal polite (notice, speech, official document).
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« -0}R / -0{R: friendly spoken (blog, chat, informal explanation).

e -0} / -01: casual speech (to a friend, in dialogue).

In a novel, narration is in plain written style while the dialogue inside quotation marks

follows the speakers' own levels. That switch is the clearest example of the two sides in one text.

In Use — & H| 0|2

@ A diary entry (plain written)

Tet g

=70 HHEfO| Al SUCE,

Today I went to the Han River with a friend.
The weather was clear and the breeze was

cool.

@ A blog post (i)

& otZof| oK. ZMTt
!

Today I went to the Han River with a friend.

The weather was really nice!

B Quick Reference — %H

@ A formal email (Et&H)

olo| Xtz E Ll EEL|CE =l
EELct.
I am sending you the meeting materials.

Please confirm.

PLAIN WRITTEN
verb present -LC}/-=Ct

adjective present

o|ct

SPOKEN POLITE

-0t /-0

Ot /-0

ol /oo
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PLAIN WRITTEN SPOKEN POLITE

past -Qb/ALt -/

future -(@)z Zo|Ct -(@)z AW

-X| gs=C0t/ K| & ot -0tR / -X| g0t

negative

question =712 /(@)L 7k /()27 -0tR? /-0{R?

demonstratives Ol /3AH /XA

1. Put HO{R, 712, E0}, sHl0]0| into the plain written style.

¥ Show answer

St . Zich. St . Sgo|ct

2. Put &0} (live) and IHE MR (make) into the plain written style.

¥ Show answer

AC} . BEEC} (2 stems drop the 2 before -L-C).

3. Put the past Z¥0{R and the future & 7{0|R into plain written style.

¥ Show answer

ZAct - &2 Zojct

4. Why is M7} E=LF wrong?
¥ Show answer

ZC}is an adjective, so it keeps the plain -Ct: 'EM|7} EC}.
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5. Rewrite for an essay: A= 0| E|#| £0}L.
¥ Show answer

Lt= 0]Zd0] 0 ECt. (or HAt= 0]240] 0f< OFZ 0l =L}

6. Write the plain written question "Why do people leave?" with a verb.
¥ Show answer

ol MRS 2 L=t

7. Which style is each: BLi| ERILIC}, HUHCE HilojR?
¥ Show answer

formal polite (& &A) - plain written (SH2tA]) - spoken polite (SHLA|)

8. Is it rude to write a diary in -L E}? Explain.

¥ Show answer

No. The plain style is neutral in writing because the writer is not addressing a listener.

9. A novel has narration and quoted speech. Which parts use plain written style?

¥ Show answer

The narration; the quoted dialogue follows each speaker's own level.

Coming up in Chapter 2: Formal and Written Connectors. You will learn -H, -(2)L{, -
(2)EE, -(2)=#2] and -= SAI0, the connecting words J12{L}, [L}2fA], EEoF SHH HIHO| and

AICt7}, and how to build a paragraph.
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Korean Grammar 4

& Formal and Written Connectors — 20| HZ&

-1, -X|8t -0}/ 0fA]
-(9)H, -(Q)LL (L) EZ, (L) =z2L]e], -= Al
J2{Lf, if2fA{, EE5F SHE, BHHOff, F

=

THE RULE IN ONE BOX
Clause connectors: -(2)H and / while; -(2)L} but; -(2)2 & because; -(L) 2 2{Z]
not only ... but also; -= SA|0 at the same time as. Sentence connectors: 22{L}
however; [}2} A therefore; B8t / HIC}F} also, moreover; $HH / HHHOJ| meanwhile,

whereas. All of these suit the plain written style; most sound stiff in casual speech.

Formal clause connectors

-(2)H: and, while

Stem + -(2)H (vowel stem: -{; consonant stem: -2MH; noun: (0])M) links two actions or

qualities. It replaces -1 (listing) and -(2)HA] (simultaneous actions) in formal writing.

EXAMPLE MEANING
listing qualities 0| TA|= OIELCIRH =26}t This city is beautiful and quiet.
two actions at once a ot=2 EOM ZAL}L. He walked while listening to music.

50| Z=t7to|LC}. He is a professor and a writer.

-(2)L}: but
The written equivalent of -X|2F. It takes tense markers.
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EXAMPLE MEANING
=NHl= of2{ L s AT £ ALY The problem is hard, but it can be solved.

H|7} &tOL} A= AIAE|RALCE It rained, but the event went on.

-(2)B=: because

The written equivalent of -7| =0l and -OF/0{A]. It states an objective reason and is followed

by a statement, not a command. Past: -%/ALBE; noun: (0)2E.

EXAMPLE MEANING
H|7} @B 2 SHAIS F| A ST}, Because it is raining, the event is cancelled.

AlZito] Bi=sHo O R A2l 2 HiRQULCt. Because time was short, the plan was changed.

Watch out: -(2) 22 against -(2)O02E (M)
-(2)B & means "because". Written together with the noun ending -(2) 10, the pattern -(2)OL &2

(M) means "by doing": .. HE O 2 M M BFUL} "he succeeded by making an effort". The two look

alike, so check the meaning.

-(2)2%02{: not only ... but also

The formal equivalent of -(2)2 28} O}L|2} (Korean Grammar 3 8).

MEANING

This product is not only cheap but of good quality.
-= SA|0]l: at the same time as

erb + -= SA|0l, adjective + -(2)L SA|0|, noun + &1 SA|0. It says two things are true or

appen together, often a pair of roles or two sides of a situation.
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MEANING

He is a student and a businessman at the same time.

SN 2X] The government cut taxes while also increasing

welfare.

Connecting words between sentences

FUNCTION EXAMPLE

however (formal) Zi0| "H|mC}. O2iLt EXo| £L}.
therefore (written conclusion) H|7} 20| St} wf2tA ZA7|1= FHAE|QILCE
also, in addition | ubtH2 JtCtstCt, EEot

moreover (adds a further point) o| gkt A|C}2} H| 7K L}
meanwhile; turning to another matter ot ME= M MMS WEIMCEH
whereas, on the other hand (contrast) T A= m™a|siCt gioj| A2 2 Z256|LC}.
that is o| £,

o€ S0f for example £0f, H

Choosing between similar connectors

DIFFERENCE

gL}/ st Both mean "however". J2{L} is more formal and typical of writing; StX[2t is common

X|at in both speech and writing.

et /3 t2kA gives a logical conclusion in formal writing; 12§ A is the everyday "so" and

2 A appears in speech.

cest /7 AlICH EESH adds a neutral extra point; AICH?t adds a further, often stronger or more

7t surprising point.
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DIFFERENCE

¢HH shifts to a new topic or another side; #FH0| sets two sides of the same subject

against each other.

Building a paragraph

A short Korean paragraph usually follows a simple order: a topic sentence, support (with &£
St / HICEI}), a contrast (22{Lt / BHO||) and a conclusion (I(H2HA]). Notice how each
connector marks the job of the sentence that follows.

Sample paragraph (plain written style)

Of MfH A|ZHE: et

_l

b2k AIZIEHE L

Public transport is essential to city life. First, the fares are cheap and the timetable is reliable. It also helps
the environment. However, it is very crowded at commuting times. Therefore a way of spreading use

across different times is needed.

SENTENCE JOB MARKER
topic
first support M, - (9)H
second support et
contrast gL}

conclusion 2k A

Watch out: do not use these connectors in casual speech
[2tA], -(2)B 2 and -(2)L in a friendly chat sound like a news reader. Use them for essays,

reports and formal emails; in conversation keep to 2 Al, -OF/0{ A, -X| 2t
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In Use — &H| 0|2

@ A report (-(2)B &) @ A review (HHHO0))

A=t BESIEE Z2S W7 oE Of AlE2 S40| StRUCH HHHO| AfH]
Ct. A= OfglLt.

Because the data is insufficient, it is difficult to The food at this restaurant is tasty. The

reach a conclusion. service, on the other hand, is disappointing.

@ A profile (-= SAl0ll)

A= QAR SAl0f| 272 ghSot
Ct.

She is a doctor and, at the same time, works as

a writer.

B Quick Reference — %H

SPOKEN WRITTEN MEANING
and, while
_X|at o but
-Ot/0{ A / -7| Wi Zof (@2 because
-(2)= #akofL|at -(2)=#rE not only ... but also
-(2)HAM / SAl0 -= SAlo]| at the same time
SEX| 2k gLt however

mElPY 2k therefore
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# Try It Yourself — 9&

1. Join with -(2)H: 0] ‘2= #IC}. o] 2= x{o|UAC}.
¥ Show answer

O] le2fi= 1< XO|ACE.

2. Say "He walked while listening to music" in written style.

¥ Show answer

3. Make a "but" sentence with -(2)L}: 20| HIMC} / SE 0] EL}.
¥ Show answer

40| H|MiLt S E o] EL}.

4. Say "Because it rained, the match was cancelled" with -(2)E=.
¥ Show answer

7} D2 FI|7t FAE|ACE

5. Say "The room is not only large but also bright" with -(2)= #C{2.

¥ Show answer

Yo|] SEC2 BiCt.

6. Say "He is a teacher and, at the same time, a singer" with SA|[0]].

¥ Show answer

3= wAel SAof| 7k0|C}.

7. Fill in with J2{L}, [t2}A] or E£E8F: "The method is cheap. it is fast. we choose it."
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¥ Show answer

EESH (adds a point), [H2FA (conclusion): O] BitH2 M{C|, EESH HF2CE, f2}A] O] WtHS

.

8. Choose 2HH or BHHO|: "City life is convenient. country life is peaceful."
¥ Show answer

HIHO{|, because two sides of one subject are being contrasted.

9. Why does X122} O|OF7|S}C}7} f2fA| =RA0{ R sound strange?

¥ Show answer

t2tA] is a stiff written connector; in speech use 12§ A{ (and note that [[t2tA] also needs a

logical conclusion, not just a cause).

Coming up in Chapter 3: Newspaper and Headline Korean. You will learn noun
endings and headline style, common abbreviations, typical news verbs (8f5|Ct, &2 X|C}, M2 E|

CH and reported speech in news, as in -(0)2t12 SIiC},
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Korean Grammar 4

Newspaper and Headline Korean — MZ3} 7|A}

THE RULE IN ONE BOX

Headlines drop particles, endings and verbs: they end in a noun (AE, MY, 22, =

2h or a short verb stem, use commas for "and", quotation marks for speech and ... to

join two ideas. Body text is plain past tense, ending in a reporting verb: -(0])2f1 Bt

Ct ("stated"), -H 22 LHFLCL ("is reported™), -2 MEIC} ("is forecast™).

Reading a headline

A headline is a sentence with the grammar taken out. Put it back by asking: who (the word

before the comma is often the subject), what (the final noun or verb), and when (present tense

often stands for the past).

HEADLINE (INVENTED)
=
Ct

0|/7t, endings

0[/7t, olct

MEANING

Government considering raising next year's

minimum wage.

Prices up for a third straight month... burden on

ordinary people grows.

Summer heatwave forecast... fears of a surge in

electricity demand.
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HEADLINE (INVENTED) WHAT WAS MEANING
DROPPED

0l/7}, endings Citizens' group criticises "retreat in environmental

policy".

Exam results announced; pass rate up slightly.

Noun endings: a headline usually ends with a noun made from a StCt verb with the StCF
removed: ZE (reviewing), & E (announcement), £Z! (pushing ahead), 2| (agreement).
Comma for "and", or to set off the subject: H&, ... ZE = "Government is
considering...".

Ellipsis (...) joins two linked points: cause and effect, or two parts of a story.
Quotation marks for short quotes with the speaker first and the quoting verb last: Cj
BE"."ZX

Present tense for the past: a headline reports yesterday's news in the present, as

English headlines do.

Expectation endings: -2 MY (expected), -2 £ (likely), -2 7}54 (possibility), -2 0

™ (scheduled).

Common headline nouns

MEANING MEANING

raise / cut (prices) increase / decrease

surge / sharp drop 2l expansion / reduction

tightening / easing controversy

concern outlook, forecast

pushing ahead 4 review, consideration

agreement l criticism
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Reading the body: reporting verbs

News articles report what people said, and they are very consistent about how. The speaker

comes first, then the quoted statement in plain style with -1 or -(0])2}11, then the reporting

erb.

PATTERN EXAMPLE (INVENTED)

-(O)2t 2 St

~0f =™ BEO| w=H mjoljxt= SAALL.

Passive and "it is reported" verbs

PATTERN EXAMPLE

Al

At

-L/E ALRE L
EbtCh

MEANING

The Bank of Korea stated on the 10th that it
had held the base rate.

The mayor said, "We will build a park next

year."

Local media reported that an accident

occurred.

He stressed, "We must be careful."

According to the police, there were no

victims.

MEANING

The accident is reported to have

happened in the morning.

This year's growth rate is forecast to be

low.

Rain is expected tomorrow.

The survey found that 60% of

respondents agreed.
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PATTERN MEANING

The cause was confirmed to be an

electrical short circuit.

-2 ofFolCt oll 23 oflgo|c}. The meeting is scheduled to be held next

week.

The commonest news verbs

MEANING MEANING

state, reveal officially et X|C} become known, be reported
be forecast Of| AbE|C} be expected

announce Z=ZXIsICH push ahead with

be confirmed L}EFLICE appear, turn out

raise (an issue) H|TSECH criticise

Time words, numbers and abbreviations

MEANING / USE
on the 10th (past date, day of the month)
on that day / on the same day
meanwhile (turning to a new point)

XM CH| 5% &7} up 5% compared with last year
1.5 trillion won / 300 million won
short for et=23 (the Bank of Korea)

"and so on" at the end of a list
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(=)

Headline writers shorten institution names (823 — 8t2) and often use single Chinese-

character abbreviations such as 81 and £ for the governing and opposition parties. The use of

these characters is declining, so treat them as something to recognise rather than copy.

Watch out: headline style does not belong in your own writing

A headline's clipped nouns and missing particles are a professional convention. In an essay or an

email, restore the particles and the verb: write 7} Z|X 2 QIS HESI AUC} not HE, 2K

e el dE.

In Use — &H| 0|2

(1 A headline and its first sentence

A, LiE {23
City hall pushes plan to build 3 libraries next

year.
AE2 UEH0 M2 3XS M= XS
A=lo|2t 1 SRALCY.

City hall stated that it plans to build three new

libraries next year.

At AR 70%7F A = xHof| £t
A

WO 2 LEFRICE,

The survey found that 70% of citizens support

the new policy.

B Quick Reference — %H

@ A forecast

71 4E0| EH Y2 =0 |7t 2
WO 2 Oof| & EIC}.
According to the weather agency, rain is

expected across the country tomorrow.
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PATTERN MEANING
headline noun ending verb dropped
-(Of)2t11 SH=iCt stated
~0ff =™ according to
is reported
is forecast
-L/= A2 E LIEHLCE was found

-2 o|™o|Ct is scheduled

# Try It Yourself — 9&

1. Read the headline: M5, Af A WH What is the subject and what happened?

¥ Show answer

The government (subject) announced a new policy (& H, with StC} and the particles

dropped).

2. Restore the grammar: 27} &5, A9 85
¥ Show answer

2717} &5l A2l BL2H0| HBCLCE. Prices rose, increasing the burden on ordinary people.

3. Say "The company stated that it would raise prices" in news style.
¥ Show answer

g|A=E 7H4E SEIRC

4. Say "According to the survey, 60% agree."
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¥ Show answer

ZAHO]| 2H 60%7t XHASECE,

5. Say "The accident is reported to have happened at night."
¥ Show answer

AfaiE ol Hdet Ao = v Rict.

6. Say "The meeting is scheduled for next month."

¥ Show answer

2l9| 2ol 8 ofl’go|ct.

~. What do 9!4} and 218t mean, and what is the 5% in M CHH| 5% 7|2

¥ Show answer

raise, 216} = cut. '3 CHH| 5% B 7t = up 5% compared with last year.

8. Which tense does a headline use for yesterday's news?

¥ Show answer

The present (or just a noun); the article body then uses the past tense.

9. Read aloud and translate: M= £2 g5 8.
¥ Show answer

Fears of a surge in electricity demand.

Coming up in Chapter 4: Titles, Address and Social Language. You will learn the
difference between @& and X|&, family and workplace titles, = / M| / MM polite refusals and

requests, and the language of customer service.
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Korean Grammar 4

T~

@ Titles, Address and Social Language — =
o

THE RULE IN ONE BOX

S A is how you call someone to their face; X|H is how you refer to someone when talking
about them. Address a superior by title + '& (not by name alone), a peer or junior by
name + M| or just the name, and avoid &%l for "you". Say "you" by repeating the name

or title.

2 Al and X|A

SITUATION 4l (CALLING) X|%! (REFERRING)
Your own mother oo} 7 o{HL|! 22| Ao}t/ o{HL|
A manager pEHE &Y (to a colleague)

A friend

Family terms

Siblings are named from the speaker's point of view: the word for an older sibling depends on

hether the speaker is male or female.
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RELATIVE MALE SPEAKER FEMALE SPEAKER
Older brother X b}

Older sister =L} ofL|

Younger sibling S (to refer to them); when calling, use their name

Mother / father 210t - O}t (casual, also used by adults); OJI{L| - OFHX| (more formal)

To call a younger person or a close friend by name, add -O} after a final consonant and -OF after a

owel: X|20}, B0}, Never use this with someone older or senior.

orkplace titles

In a company people are called by (surname) + job title + &, not by name. Use the title that

matches the person's position.

TITLE MEANING EXAMPLE
company president; also a polite way to address a shop APEHE] OHASIMIR.
owner
department head

section chief

team leader
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USED FOR

superiors, customers, respected people;

attaches to titles

equals and juniors, after a full name or first

EINIS

teachers, doctors, and respected people in

general

Watch out: "you" is usually a name or title

CAREFUL WITH

Do not add it to your own name or title.

Not for superiors; Z M (surname + M)

sounds rude.

Not limited to teachers: it is a respectful

address for anyone.

Do not translate "you" as &4l in ordinary talk. It is used between married couples or in arguments,

and can sound confrontational otherwise. Repeat the person's title or name instead: &= 2 €|

M2ZESEM|R2? ("What do you think, department head?"). Also prefer 2|Lt2} ("our country”) to X €]

LI2}, because X &| lowers the speaker's own side before an audience, and the country is not

something to humble.

Polite refusals and requests

PURPOSE

Soft refusal

Declining an offer

Postponing

Polite request

Very polite request

Calling attention

ZotEAMAR?

EolFAl

X, dHIx|ot...

Customer-service language

MEANING

I'm sorry, but | think that would be difficult.

No, thank you.

I'll do it next time.

Would you help me?

Might you be able to help me?

Excuse me, but...
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Shops, banks and call centres use a stable set of phrases with -Z&L|C} and the honorific -(2)

tLHSH =2l A SLCt.

Watch out: do not honour things

MEANING

How can | help you, sir/madam?

| will check.

Please wait a moment.

We apologise for the inconvenience.

| will guide you / explain it to you.

Staff sometimes say {I| LER2MEL|C} ("the coffee has come out", with the honorific -Al- on the

coffee). Many Koreans consider this wrong, because -(2)A|- honours a person, not an object. The

standard form is {I| L}&t&L|C}.

In Use — &H| 0|2

(1) At the office

M, X5 &7 A2 RN R?

Manager Kim, do you have a moment now?

H|, ZZ5oHMIR.

Yes, go ahead.

3 At a service desk

@ Declining politely

= MH0| 20| AlArstEE e
Would you like to have dinner together this

evening?

I'm sorry, but I think today is difficult. Next

time.
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ks

Ctef A L.

I will check for you. Please wait a moment.

B Quick Reference — %4H

Call a superior (surname) + title + =

Call an equal or junior name + M|, or name + O}/Of for close friends

Say "you" repeat the name or title

Older sibling & / SLI (male speaker), 21t / AL| (female speaker)
Refuse softly SoHX|2H o= A 2Lt

Request politely -Ot/0f FAIZO K72

# Try It Yourself — 9&

1. You are male. What do you call your older sister, and what would a female speaker call

her?
¥ Show answer

You say %L}; a female speaker says @1L].

2. Call your friend X2 by name, casually.

¥ Show answer

X|20}! (ends in a consonant, so -0
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3. Call your section chief, whose surname is 0O|.

¥ Show answer

4. Which is polite for a younger colleague: 215~ M| or 214 E?

¥ Show answer

Bl M. ' is for superiors and customers.

5. Ask your department head "What do you think?" without using &4I.

¥ Show answer

2 ojg| WBIR?

6. Politely decline an offer of coffee.

¥ Show answer

MESLICH ZAFELCL

7. Ask a colleague, very politely, whether they could help you.
¥ Show answer

TolFEM = ASNK?

8. What is wrong with Z{I| L}2M&LIC} and what is the standard form?

¥ Show answer

It puts the honorific -Al- on an object. Say 10| L}t&L|LC}.

9. As a shop assistant, say "Please wait a moment."

¥ Show answer

FHAlh ook FHAML.
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Coming up in Chapter 5: Sino-Korean and Native Vocabulary. You will learn how 2tX}

=

0] and 1 RN differ, how common roots build words, the prefixes and suffixes -&, -3}, -M, &-
and -, and the StCt / E|C} / A|7|Ct noun verbs.
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¥ Sino-Korean and Native Vocabulary — $tX}0{2} 150

THE RULE IN ONE BOX
Native words feel everyday and concrete; Sino-Korean words feel formal and
abstract. Sino-Korean roots are one syllable each and combine like building blocks
(gt + o — etul). Add -H, -8}, - to make new abstract words, &-, - to make

negatives, and StC} / E|C} / A|Z|C} to turn a noun into a verb.

Native and Sino-Korean pairs

Many ideas have both a native and a Sino-Korean word. The Sino-Korean one is usually the

more formal or written choice.

NATIVE (EVERYDAY) SINO-KOREAN (FORMAL) MEANING
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Two number systems

The same split runs through numbers. Sino-Korean numbers (&, 0|, 4}...) are used for dates,
minutes, money, floors and phone numbers. Native numbers (StL}, &, 4l...) are used for

counting items, people and hours.

Date, money (Sino) &8 Y, oM &
Counting people, things (native) M3 5

Clock time (both) M| Al O|& & (hour native, minute Sino)

Common roots

Learn the root from words you already know, then spot it in new ones.

MEANING

learning

person

country

electricity M™7|, M3}, Hxt
speech T3l chst, 2=t

vehicle XS X} 7\1KF =Xt

Suffixes: -H, -3}, -M

SUFFIX EFFECT EXAMPLES

= "-ic", "-al"; makes a noun describe something FHA, JHIH, LUty
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SUFFIX EFFECT EXAMPLES
"-ization", becoming MAISL, #ichst, EA|S)
"-ness", "-ity"; a quality JHsM =M TIQM

a person who does st} 7|X}, AH|X}

-X word attaches to a following noun with -2 (AH|&Ql 2|, "an economic problem") or to a

erb with -2 (AMAM 2 E 0{EL}, "economically difficult").

Prefixes: =-, -, H|-, O]-

PREFIX MEANING EXAMPLES
not, un-

without, lacking

not yet

Before the sounds £ and X, - becomes §-: 2% ("shortage"), 8 ("denial™).

Noun + StC} / £|C} / A|Z|C}

A Sino-Korean noun becomes a verb by adding one of three endings. Choose by the direction of

the action.

ENDING MEANING EXAMPLE

-otct do it (active) 2|AL7t A&l A™JMLE. The company decided the

plan.

it happens / is done (passive, A &lo] BHE|ALCL. The plan was decided.

intransitive)
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ENDING MEANING

-Al7|C} make someone or something do

it (causative)

EXAMPLE

MMelo] st iE O|sHA|ZCE. The teacher made the

student understand.

The same noun can take all three: A|ZFSFC} ("start”, with an object), AlZHE|C} ("begin", on its

own).

Watch out: formal does not always mean better

Sino-Korean words sound formal and precise, but a chain of them in speech can sound stiff. Say % ™

AR ? to a friend, not MAFSHELIM? unless the situation is formal. Also, a sound can stand for

several roots, as with AfZ ("accident") and A} ("thinking"). Context decides.

In Use — &H| 0|2

(D Suffix -M

o] Al&l2 & 7t5d0| =Ct.

= — =

This plan has a high chance of being realised.

@ Prefix £-

O] Z2 L5 &O0tA =HILY.

This road is so narrow that it is inconvenient.

B Quick Reference — %H

@ Suffix -2}

T A=tot b= A| TIHE| 0 QLT

Urbanisation is progressing quickly.

MEANING

-al, -ic

EXAMPLE

AN
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MEANING EXAMPLE

-ization M|A|=}

-ness, -ity

not, un-

without

-SICt / -E|Ct / -A|Z|C} do / be done / make do

# Try It Yourself — 9&

1. What is the formal (Sino-Korean) word for 0| §?
¥ Show answer

AlH
©o.

2. Which number system for "two thousand won": Sino or native?

¥ Show answer

Sino: O] &,

3. Say "three people" with the correct number system.

¥ Show answer

Native: M| &.

4. What does the root 2f mean, and what is one word containing it?

¥ Show answer

"Learning"; for example €1 (school) or €M (student).
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5. Make a noun meaning "possibility" from 7}s.

¥ Show answer

IS8,

6. Add =- to ™ to say "inconvenient".

¥ Show answer

=M (so MSILC} = to be inconvenient).
7. Why is it & and not 2&?
¥ Show answer

Before X, - changes to £-.

8. Choose: 2™3ULC} or AH™E|ALCE — "The plan was decided."
¥ Show answer

Alglo] ZHE|RALCE. -=|Ct gives the passive.

9. Say "She made her child understand" using O[5l and the causative.
¥ Show answer

314 ool ol A ZACt.

Coming up in Chapter 6: Onomatopoeia and Mimetics. You will learn 2|40{ (sound
words) and 2|E{{0] (manner words), pairs such as HP&HI% and HAEHN how mimetics work in a

sentence, and the commonest 40.
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4 Onomatopoeia and Mimetics — 2|40{2} 2|E{0]

THE RULE IN ONE BOX

2| M0{ copy a sound (HH, "woof"); 2lEH0] describe how something moves, looks or feels
(SPREER "twinkling"). Most are doubled. They go straight before the verb as

adverbs: EHO| SPUERE BILICE To use one as an adjective or verb, add -6}C} or -7{2|C}.

dog barking cat meowing

pig oinking bird chirping

knocking doorbell

thud bang, slam

pop, boom glass shattering

ticking clock coughing

stomach rumbling slurping noodles

laughing aloud sobbing loudly
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MEANING

stealthily, on tiptoe

hopping

rolling

swaying, wobbling

in a flustered rush

MEANING

twinkling, sparkling

blinking

beaming with smiles

Texture and appearance

MEANING
bumpy, uneven
sticky

soft and cushiony

Order and progress

MEANING

crawling slowly

striding

spinning around

strolling about idly

MEANING

flashing, glaring

heart pounding

MEANING

smooth and shiny

soft and springy

colourful, multi-coloured
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MEANING MEANING

neatly piled up jumbled, in a mess

e growing fast smoothly, fluently

That makes 16 sound words and 24 manner words: the commonest 40 to start with.

How the sound changes the feeling

Mimetics come in families that differ by a vowel or consonant. As a rule of thumb, light vowels
( F, L) give a smaller, lighter, brighter feel and dark vowels (1, T) a bigger, heavier, duller

one; tense or aspirated consonants (7, L, X...) are usually stronger than plain ones.

LIGHT / SMALL DARK / BIG
UERHEER twinkling B flashing
HZE big leaps

ZEZ a thin trickle EE a heavier flow

Using them in a sentence

EXAMPLE
word alone adverb before a verb EN7t 358 SF FoZICE. The rabbit hops away.

word + -StCt  adjective or verb; before a SEE5% Z a bumpy road;, FHMFH

noun: -8t cushiony bed

word + -A2|  verb meaning "keep doing it" A&o| £27ZICE My heart is pounding.
Ct

a few verbs before a noun: -= %0|= "8 a twinkling star

Watch out: keep them out of formal writing
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Mimetics belong to speech, stories, comics, adverts and children's language. News, reports and
essays (Chapters 1 to 3 of this course) normally use plain descriptive words instead. Also, not every
doubled word is a mimetic: check it before adding -8tE}, because some take -2{2|C} and some take

neither.

In Use — &H| 0|2

@ Night sky @ Nerves

otS 0l A EO| HHEHHE BIET, HE Mo 7t=0| =252 FUCL

Stars are twinkling in the night sky. My heart pounded before the presentation.

@ Kitchen

MW7t 2223 = L2(7t .

There was the sound of the stew bubbling.

B Quick Reference — %H

PATTERN

Adverb word + verb

Adjective / before noun word + -8t

"Keep doing" word + -72|Ct

Bigger or duller dark vowels

# Try It Yourself — H&
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1. Which is a sound word and which a manner word:

¥ Show answer

Ha is a sound word (2]-d0{); BFEHER js a manner word (2/EH0T).

2. Say "The cat is meowing."
¥ Show answer

20| 7} ok30kE 2Lt

3. Say "The child crawls slowly."
¥ Show answer

oo|7t d=L= 710iZtct.

4. Say "a bumpy road" with a mimetic.

¥ Show answer

5. How does Z&’2% differ from BS54 S?

¥ Show answer

The light vowels of Z%&’24% give small hops; the dark vowels of A& 74 Z give bigger leaps.

6. Make a verb meaning "to keep pounding" (heart) from FZ252.
¥ Show answer

F2Hzict.

7. Say "a sticky hand".
¥ Show answer

DX IS A
—_ T "1 = -
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8. Which fits "The room is a mess": X}=X}= or FSHIS?
¥ Show answer

o

9. Should you use mimetics in a news report? Why?

¥ Show answer

Normally not: they belong to speech, stories and comics, while news uses plain descriptive

words.

Coming up in Chapter 7: Idioms, Proverbs and Four-Character Phrases. You will

learn 8+, £ & and AHXH 0], and the body-part idioms such as 20| 3C} and 20| SiC}.
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Idioms, Proverbs and Four-Character Phrases — £&
7, &, AFKHAO]

THE RULE IN ONE BOX
An idiom has a figurative meaning and a fixed form: do not translate it word by
word and do not swap its words. The verb ending still changes with tense and speech
level (20| SiC} — &o| Y0{R), and before a noun it takes the modifier form (0] &

AF2h. Proverbs are usually quoted: "..."2l= &EH0] QULC}.

Body-part idioms — 227

LITERAL MEANING
the hand is big generous; gives or cooks in big amounts
the feet are wide well connected; knows many people
o] 2Uct the mouth is heavy tight-lipped; keeps secrets
olo| 71} the mouth is light talks too freely; can't keep a secret
the eyes are high has high standards; picky
7t SfCt the ears are thin easily swayed by what others say

Zto| ALt the liver is big bold, daring
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LITERAL

no time to open eyes and nose

sell one eye

the stomach hurts

MEANING

extremely busy

let your attention wander

(figurative) jealous of another's success

E|Z 220} Ej 2

HE0| = LIFo|A EHof

£IC

—

Al=to] o]k

LITERAL

the going words must be lovely for the

coming words to be lovely

birds hear day talk, mice hear night talk

even a tiger comes if you talk about it

even a sheet of paper is better lifted

together

gather dust and it becomes a mountain

even monkeys fall from trees

fix the barn after losing the cow

habits at three last until eighty

a frog in a well

the start is half
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speak kindly and you will be

answered kindly

walls have ears

speak of the devil

many hands make light work

little by little adds up

anyone can make a mistake

locking the stable door after

the horse has bolted

old habits die hard

someone with a narrow view

well begun is half done




Four-character phrases — AFXH404

MEANING EXAMPLE USE

two gains from one action (two birds, one =L g3 =5 OpyyjL] LAo] =0

stone)

a resolution that lasts three days

after hardship comes joy nxizEl2tEL] EC|of gA34Ct.

turning misfortune into fortune

making a bad situation worse 714 O 2 H|NX| ALt

understanding without words

answering a different question

being prepared means no trouble

reaping what you sowed

many give a little to help one
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COMMON FRAME
Idiom conjugate normally
Idiom before a noun modifier form
Proverb "."2he HEO| QUCEH/ .1 STk "AlZto| Hto|Ct 2= 2o ALt

AR O noun + O|C}/ O 2 /2= &

Watch out: idioms are not literal and not flexible
#£0]| =L} has nothing to do with eye position, and 20| 3L} is not about hand size. Do not change
the words either: 20| 2 is fine as a modifier, but swapping in 0] AL} means nothing. Context also

matters: H|Z} OFZELC} can be a real stomach ache or the idiom for jealousy.

In Use — &H| Ol 2

(D A well-connected friend @ A resolution

WOl HM HE= ALEO| 8 23 Al=0] ZadeEz XK.

My exercise plan lasted only three days.

Minsu knows so many people that there is A|ZHO| HFO|2}T1 SFL|7IF CFA| 3l E Al
nobody he doesn't know. a

They say the start is half the job, so try again.

@ A generous grandmother

ML= £0] HAM g S4S EOl
TEMR.

Grandmother is generous with portions, so

she always makes lots of food.

Korean Grammar 4 - Page 45




B Quick Reference — S2H

EXAMPLE MEANING

dto| SiCt well connected

ool FAcCt keeps secrets

E|Z 20 EjA little by little adds up

A|ZHO| Hio|C} well begun is half done
two gains at once

NN LYy resolve lasting three days

# Try It Yourself — H&

1. What does 0] FZC} mean, and what is its opposite?
¥ Show answer

Tight-lipped, keeps secrets. The opposite is 40| 7}HLC}.

2., Say "She is well connected" in polite speech.

¥ Show answer

3 ARER2 Ho| 0.
3. Put |7} &fC} before the noun A2
¥ Show answer

H7F 22 Al someone easily swayed.

4. Which proverb means "many hands make light work"?
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¥ Show answer

WRISE SHEH Lt

5. A friend keeps meaning to start studying but never does. Which proverb encourages

them?

¥ Show answer

A|ZHO] BEO|LC}: starting is already half the job.

6. Which four-character phrase fits "Bad luck, and then it rained too"?

¥ Show answer

HY7HY: 4871422 HINEX| XLt

7. Complete: CIO|{E T} O 2 BYIC} ("My diet lasted only three days").

¥ Show answer

8. Quote the proverb E|Z 20} E{4F in a sentence with "2f= &E".
¥ Show answer

"E|Z 20} Ef&"0[2H= £E0] UL

9. Why is B§7} OFZEC} ambiguous?
¥ Show answer

It can mean a real stomach ache or the idiom for being jealous of someone's success.

Context decides.

Coming up in Chapter 8: Spoken Korean: Contractions, Slang and Dialects. You will
learn the spoken shortenings (12 — &, 340| — 17)), ¥t in dramas, common slang, and a

first look at &=, M2tT and H|ZF speech.
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® Spoken Korean: Contractions, Slang and Dialects —

THE RULE IN ONE BOX

In speech, particles and syllables merge (€ — &, 3210] — 3)); B (casual

speech) is for close friends and younger people; slang is short-lived and belongs to a
group or an age; and a AHE2| (regional dialect) has its own endings and vocabulary.

Recognise all of these, but use the polite standard form with people you do not know well.

Common contractions

FULL FORM SPOKEN FORM EXAMPLE

2 "HEZ? What will you eat?
olA| 7 2 O|A| §OF? What's this?
ojzi /1A 324 OFL|OF. That's not it.

olZ2,/1Z 34 M0]. | bought that.

#ot, |2 I'm fine, you?
0. Trust me.

2O 2H? But why?

33 IR} Then let's go.
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FULL FORM SPOKEN FORM

71X|11 Zn 2 240 240, | brought a book.

The noun 2 ("thing") shrinks to 21 and joins the particles in the same way: & Z{0F ("I will"), &

= Al ("eating, as subject"), H= Z ("eating, as topic"), He= & ("eating, as object").

Utk — casual speech

HHEE (the SHA| style from Korean Grammar 2 1) drops £ and is used among close friends, family

and towards younger people. Dramas are full of it, along with a handful of endings.

FEELING EXAMPLE

plain statement or question X2 # sll? what are you doing now?
"right?", confirmation 2X|? Right?

giving a reason HittfA 52 7} O] BEFHE. I'm busy, you see.
"you know", "as | said" (from -X| @40} LYo} 234 EOL. | told you.

noticing something H|7} M. Oh, it's raining.

"you" / "hey" OF, L4 OfC| 7}? Hey, where are you going?

Slang and text-speak — #Z0]

Slang changes quickly and is tied to age groups, so any list is a snapshot. These are widely

understood examples.

MEANING
wow, amazing (or a huge success)

"oh my god", surprise or dismay
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MEANING
o the best, great
B/ very fun / not fun
oI} / O} popular insider / outsider
33 /335 laughter in texts

crying face

"yes" (from 88

Regional dialects — A& 2]

The standard language (EZ0]) is based on educated speech from Seoul. Other regions keep

their own endings and words. These are only the best-known features.

FEATURES EXAMPLE

question endings -L} (yes/no) and - Uk HRALE? 0fC| 7tc? Have you

(Gyeongsang) (with a question word) eaten? Where are you going?

MEtT (Jeolla) emphatic endings such as -&MH|, and the Y. 1t really is so.

filler Z4Al7] ("that thing, you know")

X (Jeju) so different that it is often treated as a ZX SMl. Welcome, please

separate language, M|Z=0{ come.

Watch out: /2| and 0{™53} sound alike
= A| means "how" ({BA| 5|? "How do you do it?"), while O{*&3l is a contraction of O{HA| &
meaning "what shall I do?" ({Hsl! X|2ZHE 2L0{HZL0]. "Oh no! I lost my wallet."). Also, never use &t

2t with someone older or a stranger, and do not copy slang you only half understand.

In Use — &H| 0|2
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@ Friends @ Surprise

OF, 12 O{C|A] At0{? & O|A| ZIxtof? CHHh

Hey, where did you buy that? Wow, is this real? Amazing!

2L M AKX MAHE.

Online, of course. It's cheap, you see.

3 Gyeongsang speech

B HRALL?

Have you eaten?

B Quick Reference — %4H

o2 o

# Try It Yourself — 9&
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1. Contract & HE2H? in speech.
¥ Show answer

FEELE

2. Contract 1Z0| 2220]0|R? in speech.

¥ Show answer

JA Hole?

3. Say "I am a student" in contracted casual speech (L= ..

¥ Show answer

Lt 0| Of.

-1 o

4. Which means "What shall I do?": HEA| or O{=dH?

¥ Show answer

ofzia?

5. What does -%0} add to LH7} 240>

¥ Show answer

LH7} 23U EEO} means "I told you (as you know)".

6. Whom is it acceptable to address in gH2?

¥ Show answer

Close friends, family and younger people, not strangers or elders.

~. What does 2 mean?

¥ Show answer

Very fun.
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8. Say "Where are you going?" in Gyeongsang speech.
¥ Show answer

oiC| 7tic?

9. Which contraction of Z means "as object": |, Z1 or Z°?
)

¥ Show answer

A=),

Coming up in Chapter 9: Particles in Depth. You will compare 2/= with 0|/7}, learn the
choice between O], Of| A, Ol A|, $tEi| and 7H|, meet the focus particles 2F, &=, Z=X}, OtX, 22E{ and 7t

X|, and see how particles behave with passives and causatives.
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& Particles in Depth — XA} &3}

THE RULE IN ONE BOX
0| /7} presents the subject as new or answering a question; 2/ marks a topic or a
contrast. 0l goes with things and places, 0| Al /StE|| with people and animals, | with

respected people, and 0| A with where an action happens or where something comes
from. Focus particles replace 0]/7} and /& but stack after O], 0l A, Of|Al.

2 /£ versus 0| /7}

ol/7t
introduces something new talks about something already known
answers "who / what?" sets a topic ("as for...")

focuses on the subject contrasts it with something else

SITUATION EXAMPLE
Answering "who?" F71 0|2 - QILT} 20| Q. Minsu came.

Story: new, then cihofl st 2to| AUAoiR. 1 &2 olF BXR0{R. Once upon a time a king

known lived. That king was very rich.
Contrast FIO|= OrA|X|9F Xj= QF OFM L. | drink coffee, but not tea.

After €It/ ORLICE o] A7} EIACh BHA80] OfLICH
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SITUATION EXAMPLE

Topic + subject X = M2|7} OOt As for me, my head hurts.

of / oflA / il / Stell / I

PARTICLE

] time; destination; where something exists; thing

receiving an action

where an action happens; "from" a place; an T A ZM 222, AM20]|

organisation as the actor M 2ol

"to" a person or animal (written) XA MES FO .
the same, spoken 2.
honorific "to"

OlIAIM / BtEl  “from" a person
M

The honorific subject particle JHIM replaces O|/7} for a respected person: MM EH A 2N L.

Focus particles

PARTICLE  MEANING
only S0t 0fM 8. | drink only water.
only (with a negative) StLEEl| 21018, There is only one.
also, too e ZAR. 'l go too.

even (unexpected, usually negative) O|EX=X} 22IR. | don't even know the

name.
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PARTICLE MEANING EXAMPLE

ot even / the last one too (feels sad or L{0kA [HLf=FELE. Even you are leaving.

severe)

from (a starting point) OFEIELE{ H|7} 2IR. It has rained since

morning.

until; also "even" XYntx| LMK, | worked until evening.

Stacking particles

ou can add 2/=, T or 2t after Ofl, Ol A, Ol|A|, StEl|, 52 E{, M} X]| to add contrast or emphasis, but

they replace 0| /7} and 2/Z rather than sitting beside them.

COMBINATION MEANING
oM + = M= =23 8. At home it is quiet (but not elsewhere).
ol A + ZAME 2l L. | work at the office too.
o[ Al + Lo AIDH 2hetA|. I'll tell only you.
ot 20| . | read only books.

H| = 2. It rains too.

Particles with passives and causatives

hen a sentence becomes passive, the object becomes the subject (0|/7}), and the doer is

marked with O|#| / tE| (a person or animal) or 0| (a thing).

EXAMPLE
Active 0|7t F & FULL. The cat caught the mouse.

Passive F71 120l A| HRACE. The mouse was caught by the cat.
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EXAMPLE
Passive (thing) Hizhof| 20| ERICE. The door was shut by the wind.
Causative O{MHL|7} oto]0f|AH| 22 AURULE. Mother dressed the child.

Causative, intransitive verb O{HL|7} O}0| & THFICE. Mother put the child to sleep.

Watch out: three common slips

(1) Do not write {2t or H|7}£; the focus particle replaces /2 and 0|/7}. (2) Use 0l for places
and things, 0l 2| /8tEl| for people: Stad0f] ZEC} X120 AH| ZECE (never 10| for a person). (3) 0l and Ol
M are different: Ol YOI (it exists there) but FOIM $10{& (the action happens there).

In Use — & H| 0|2

@ Who and as-for @ Only and even

=7t 0] 2 E HSUKQ? JMNE2 0| XA =EtR. E=20 Y
Who made the cake? OlR.
M7t BHEQI0{ Q. AHo|3 = H=o|0e I don't even know that person's name. I only

[EL— VN
. . . . know the face.
I made it. As for cake, it's my first time.

3 Passive

M| LH0] HEEOf| 'HOrXt0 K.

My umbrella was blown away by the wind.

B Quick Reference — % H
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PARTICLE
New subject / answer to "who?" 0[/7t
Topic or contrast
Destination, existence, time
Where an action happens; from a place ol A
To a person / honorific Ol A|, Stedl /
Only / even oF, gfoil / =X, 0k

From / until BEE /K|

# Try It Yourself — H&

1. Choose /= or 0| /7}: 2t0{R2? (Who came?)
¥ Show answer

7. A question word takes 0|/ 7.

2. "I like coffee but not tea." Which particles?
¥ Show answer

FHI|= £0fstX| 2t X} = ot £0l8|R. 2 /= marks the contrast.

3. Choose Of| or 0| A{: E=A{ 2t SR,
¥ Show answer

OllA{ (the action happens there).

4. Choose 0| or Of|A|: XI5t mXx|

¥ Show answer
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OIA| (a person).

5. Say "I gave it to my teacher" with the honorific particle.

¥ Show answer

HMUEHN ER0R.

6. Say "I read only books" correctly.

¥ Show answer

ot 10{R. Tt replaces /5.

7. Say "There is only one" using 5f0i.

¥ Show answer

StLFEO 8101 K. 510 needs a negative.

8. Make the passive of 107} FE T UL
¥ Show answer

F7t noloj|AH| ZRACt.

9. Say "Mother put the child to sleep."

¥ Show answer

oL} OtO] = RHZICL.

Coming up in Chapter 10: Reading Real Texts and Putting It Together. You will read a
news paragraph, an email, a social post and a short story, see the whole grammar track on one

map, work through an error clinic, and finish the course.
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Korean Grammar 4

M Reading Real Texts — & & 2 27|

THE RULE IN ONE BOX
Before you read, ask what kind of text it is. The register tells you what to expect: a
news report uses plain past tense and reporting verbs; a formal email uses 224 and
titles; a social post uses fragments, mimetics and slang; a story mixes plain narration with
idioms. Then read for the verb at the end, which carries the tense, the style and the

attitude.

Text 1 — A news paragraph

MEAlE 128 LHARE AUHA Q57

= 100 CIABICH D HHAICH Al =

H|et 2148|722 2F HXHoF AR
o UL ofof et fE =2

= O M
1,500 0|M 1,6002 2 E QE 710 =
MUEICEH oHH ARIEHRI= "M T 25
Of FHZICH"'™ HITH S| ALS BFRALCE.
The Seoul city government stated on the 12th
that it will raise city bus fares by 100 won from
next year. The city explained that fuel and
labour costs had risen and operating losses
had grown. As a result, the standard fare is
forecast to rise from 1,500 to 1,600 won.

Meanwhile, a citizens' group voiced
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opposition, saying "the burden on ordinary

people grows".

at to notice: plain style throughout (Korean Grammar 4 1); -1 &iC}, AHMC} and -H

2 MAEIC} (Korean Grammar 4 3); 0|0l I}2} and MM as linking words (Korean Grammar 4 2);

Sino-Korean nouns such as @1Z1H|, MX}, Q14 (Korean Grammar 4 5).

Text 2 — A formal email

e
i

nro mN
oo o
of

=
lo M

fot

To Department Head Kim Minsu,

Good day. This is Lee Jieun of the marketing
team.

I am writing about next week's meeting
schedule. I would like to move the meeting,
scheduled for Tuesday at 2 pm, to Wednesday
at 10 am. I apologise for the inconvenience. I
would be grateful if you could confirm
whether that is possible.

Respectfully, Lee Jieun

hat to notice: title + '/ and honorific endings (Korean Grammar 4 4); the formal 44|
endings -HL|C} and -Z&LI|LCI; the formal purpose ending -1 &} ("intending to"); a polite

request, 2HQ15H F=A|H.
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bt
s
=—
W
|
>
7))
Q
€
d
£,
4=
Qo
7))
=

2t

mo JZ 0o

MI re o
BorA omr
H 2

onl
o

Rode a bike by the Han River for the first time
today and it was totally awesome lol. The
breeze blew gently and the sunset sparkled.
But my backside hurts so much :'( Going again

tomorrow!

hat to notice: dropped particles (KF97 Et=0|); slang and text-speak (Ef8t, 3 A, 7r1T) and
the spoken 20| (Korean Grammar 4 8); mimetics & 2H&tgl, UPRHIRE (Korean Grammar 4 6);

and the noun-style endings -& typical of casual posts, a cousin of the headline style.

Text 4 — A short story

I.

T

L=)

2 O X| 7t
T M O= AL

e

=

ot I
o

> M 2

o
0 = o

mo rir p

fuin
=
=
i

J

[ od nx »8
r $Q
" i

B
ge)
op O
oH

E L o
mjo |J T
I
Ral
=
mjo

Hu sl

"

L0} SO X|H| Z7FMZkCt &
d 20 H0[ 2LIEL], 2
=0| 20| L2t RO ML,

o

2
T
Ral
rir

Once upon a time a grandfather who knew
everyone lived in a village. He was generous
too, and always shared food with the villagers.
One day heavy snow fell and the road was
blocked. Then the villagers each gave a little,
gathered rice and took it to the grandfather.
He smiled and said, "They say joy comes after

hardship, and today is that day."
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hat to notice: 0] /7| for the new character, then 2 /= (Korean Grammar 4 9); idioms 20|
&L}, 20| 3L}, the four-character phrase fl A28t and the proverb 114 20| =0] 2L} (Korean

Grammar 4 7); the mimetic W for heavy snow; the honorific 20HHX|MH| and 2 ML}.

The whole grammar track on one map — &% MA| x|

COURSE BIG IDEA MAIN TOPICS

Korean Basic sentences sentence order, topic and subject, objects and places, "to be",
Grammar 1 polite present, past and future, adjectives and questions,

numbers and time

Korean Speech and speech levels, sentence endings, honorifics, irregular verbs,
Grammar 2 connection tenses and aspect, "and / but / so", purpose, time and
condition, modifiers, reported speech, can / must / may /

seems

Korean Voice and meaning passive and causative, degree and comparison, noun clauses,
Grammar 3 auxiliary verbs, reasons and results, contrast and concession,

recall and discovery

Korean Written Korean, written and spoken style, formal connectors, news Korean,
Grammar 4 register and titles and address, word formation, mimetics, idioms, spoken

vocabulary Korean and dialects, particles in depth

Watch out: register is a choice you make every sentence

The commonest advanced errors are not wrong grammar but wrong register: a polite ending in a
report, a contraction in an essay, slang in an email, a plain ending to a superior. Before you write,

name the register, then keep every verb ending consistent with it.

In Use — &H| 0|2
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@ Report (plain) @ Email (formal)

g|9= Lhg F2 7| = Ut g|o7t ChE =2 HI| =
The meeting was postponed until next week. 2IL|C}.

I am writing to inform you that the meeting

has been postponed until next week.

@ Friend (casual)

2|9 L5 = O|F|/CH.

I heard the meeting got pushed to next week.

B Quick Reference — 2%4H

TEXT TYPE REGISTER MARKERS
News plain past; 8tR4Ct, MY EICE Sino-Korean nouns
Formal email 2r& A, title + 'E; polite requests

o

Social post dropped particles; slang; mimetics; -&= endings

Story plain narration; idioms and proverbs; honorifics for elders

# Try It Yourself — 25 37| 2|4

2. In a report: 0| 2H|= 01 AM2sH.
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¥ Show answer

0] 28|= 0i A2ZSICE. A report uses the plain style, not s 24| (Korean Grammar 4 1).

3. To your department head: 'S

¥ Show answer
BRI S o] M2ZSEMIR? Use the title, not &4, and an honorific (Korean Grammar 4

4).

4. A café worker says: {I| LI M&L|LC}.
¥ Show answer

FI| Lf2HELICE. The honorific -Al- is for people, not objects (Korean Grammar 4 4).

5. =0| 258 1.
¥ Show answer

=0| B Z8l|8. =- becomes £- before X (Korean Grammar 4 5).

6. Introducing your country to an audience: X8| L}2}= O} &LIC}.
¥ Show answer

22|Li2t= oS HSLICE. (Korean Grammar 4 4)

7. 30 M=2 HoiK.

¥ Show answer

A MES L. A person takes | Z|/BHE|, not 0| (Korean Grammar 4 9).

8. In an essay: 14| 7t ZQ35|Cl.

¥ Show answer

3Z10] 71 ERSILCL. Do not use spoken contractions in formal writing (Korean Grammar

4 8).
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9. You lost your wallet: {2 #|! X|Z}

¥ Show answer

ofwdsl! X242 L0 TI0]. {5l is "what shall I do?" (Korean Grammar 4 8).

3 Course Complete — £t &L|CH

CHAPTER TOPIC YOU CAN NOW...

Written and Spoken Korean Write in the plain style and tell it apart from the polite

spoken styles.

Formal and Written Join clauses with -(2)H, -(2)L}, -(2)E £ and link

Connectors paragraphs with J2{L}, [}2tA and EESL,

Newspaper and Headline Read headlines and reporting verbs such as -(0[)2t1

Korean SH2iCt and -2 MY EICEH

Titles, Address and Social Choose forms of address, polite refusals and

Language customer-service phrases.

Sino-Korean and Native Use roots, -&, -3}, -M, &-, £- and the SICt / E|C} / Al

Vocabulary 7|Ct verbs.

Onomatopoeia and Mimetics Use sound and manner words and sense their light or

heavy shades.

Idioms, Proverbs and Four- Recognise and use common &7, £& and AFXHE 04,

Character Phrases

Spoken Korean: Contractions, Understand contractions, £t2, slang and regional

Slang and Dialects speech.

Particles in Depth Choose among 2/=, 0[/7t, of], of| A, oi|#H| and the

focus particles, and use them in passives and
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CHAPTER TOPIC YOU CAN NOW...

causatives.

10 Putting It Together Read texts in four registers and correct typical errors.

ell done. Keep reading real Korean, such as news, emails, posts and stories, and ask yourself

the register question each time. That habit will keep improving everything you learned in these

four courses.
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