KOREAN LESSON

Korean Grammar 2 - Chapter 9 -
Can, Must, May, Seems
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Korean Grammar 2

Ability, Obligation, Permission and Guessing — 7| S,

o2, 52, £

THE SET AT A GLANCE

Can / cannot: -(2)2 & QUCH/QICH- &2 - -X| Z2SICt

Must / need to: -0t/0{0f StCH/=|CH. -(2)= HRIF ULCH

May / may not: -Ot/0{ & E|C}. -(2)H ¢t =|Ct

Probably / seems: -(2)2 2 ZLC}- -Lt EC}. ()2 ”HIG| - (worry) -(2) 27} &2f

1. Ability and possibility: -(2)2 £ UL} / SACt

Put the future modifier -(2)Z on the verb, then the pseudo-noun &, then L} ("there is a
way") or 2ACt ("there is no way"): & 4= JHL "I can doit", HS &= S "I can't eat it". =-
stems keep the 2 (BHE = QO R), and Chapter 3's irregulars change before the vowel (T2 =,

=S A

S2 &, £2 $). Only UCt/SIC} change for tense: the 3= part stays.

S L EAL= 31
offE u M=
hamburgers."

LH A0 FHLICHO]| 2 4~ 812 7{MIR. "I won't be able to go to Canada next year."

=)

= 90| & £ A0{R? "Can you open the door (for me)?" — a polite request.

= U0 R. "I can do that too."
SH
=

H7 CHA FHE HE & AU K. "When I was young I could eat five

=
(L

The particle can follow &=: 71, £, £E. A2 S| & £} Q0 L? "How can you
possibly do that?" shows =7} adding emphasis. The same -(2)2 %= !LC} also means "it is

possible that...", which is why H|7} & £ Q0 is "It may rain".
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2. Cannot: & and -X| 26}C}

% goes directly before the verb and says that something prevented you, or that you could not:
=3 52 ZEE 20K "I couldn't study during that time", O] X7} L{ 2 =t0}A =2 &10f
8 "This shirt is too small, so I can't wear it". The longer form is -X| 23}C}: O] 2X|E O|sli5}X]|
23M0{R "I didn't understand this problem". Compare ¢t / -X] 2L}, a plain negative (you don't,
by choice or fact): M= O{H| A& S Qt 0|2 "I didn't take the test yesterday".

ot 7 -x| gtct 2/ - 23t} -(2)= £ it

Meaning do not (plain could not (something prevented cannot (general

negative) it) inability)

Example 9t 7R 2718 Z a0

The difference between = and -(2)2 = 2iC} is subtle: & is the colloquial, one-off "couldn't"; -
(2)2 £ 1L} is a more general or formal "cannot". Watch the spacing: & & S8 (can't do it
well) differs from &2 {8 (do it wrongly / by mistake), and S=S}C} written as one word means
"be bad at": Lh= £HE 26 "I'm bad at swimming". & is not used with adjectives, so = +

adjective is not a thing (general knowledge).

3. Must and need to

You met -O}/0{Of 8IC} / E|C} in Chapter 6: stem + -OF/0{OF + SIC} (or E|CH) means "have to". 7}
OF s / 710k B2 "I must go". Using =|C} instead of StCt gives exactly the same meaning and
is more usual in speech. Past: 21l S&5| LsHOF HO{R "I had to work hard then"; future: 10
= 20]| 7[of & #oj|2 "We'll have to go in ten minutes". The conversational shortening is -OF/
O{OFX|(R): $2I7} 2| 7I0FX|! "We have to hurry!", and -OF/0{OFILC} expresses a decision
reached on the spot: LI= X|Z 7}0FZUC} "'T'd better go now".

A second phrase is -(2)2 7} C} / ICt "there is / is no need to": LI= & Al
08 "I need to eat”, HIXI2|0| =2 ER7} 1K "You don't need to put it back in its place". &
R3}Ct jtself is an adjective, so the thing needed takes O|/7} and not 2/2: L= 0| 26 "1
need rice". The negative "must not" has its own form below; "must" is also expressed by a

double negative, -X| 2™ QF E|C} "it won't do if you don't" (general knowledge).
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4. Permission and "don't have to": -0}/0{ & k|C}

The ending -0l/0{ & means "even if". Add =|C} (or ZCt, MFLCH) and you get permission: X|& &
2 E0{x i "You may open the door now", with the question M|7} €™ 7} E{R? "May I
leave early?". Alternatives with the same sense: 2H T 2EO0}R and BT £0}R. For O|Ct
use -(ODO{E / -O{ & / -(ODEIE. Past: A L7HE E|RO{R "It would have been fine if you'd
left then"; future: LI7tc & 7{0{| 2.

Put a negative before it and you get "don't have to": LI 77HX| C} 2F SHE £ "You don't need to
do it all by tomorrow", 2| 2t 7} Elf "You don't have to go quickly". It is the opposite of -Ot/
0{0f StCt. The irregular stems change as before -0t/ Q: FE, 2, ST, M.

5. Prohibition: -(2)™ ¢t £|C}

-(2)H ¢t E|Ct "must not" is the ending -(2)™ (Chapter 5) plus 2t E[Ct "doesn't work": & A|
Sl'™H ot Bl "You must not do it like that", O] X}0f| C|S ‘2™ 2t EL|C} "You must not put
diesel in this car", FOIH|A| 32 ZE 5H Ot B "You must not say that to a young child". A
more formal "should not" is -Of/{ A= Qt E|C}: BF2 BEO] HO{M = 2 ER "You shouldn't eat a

lot", AFE S B2 ECE "I M= ¢ Bl "You shouldn't judge people by their looks".

As a question, the same phrase asks politely whether something is acceptable: E 2| 5}H ot

E|2? "Can't you do it faster?". The short answer "No" to a permission question is 2F S{R. A
related positive pattern is -(2)™ E|C} "it's enough if", used for advice: M= 0l|M L{2|H ElL|

C} "You just get off at Seoul Station".

YOU WANT TO SAY PATTERN EXAMPLE
You may... Ol =g OOl B
You don't have to... oF -Ot/0{E =R oF ot EliR
You must... -0t/010F 3 2/5H 2 ook =i

You must not... -(Q)H otEQ
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6. Guessing: -(2)2 A ZCtand -(2)L /= A ZL}

-(2)2 Zi ZLC} (future modifier + 2 + Z Ll "seem") says that something is probably going to
happen or be the case: H|7} & 21 Z0}R "It looks like it will rain", 22|l= =2 A ZOIK
"We will probably be late", 20| E2{ S¥Z A ZOIR "The door is probably open". The subject

can be anything. Other tenses use the Chapter 7 modifiers:

WHAT YOU GUESS EXAMPLE
Future / likely

Present, verb oAot= 7|Cke|a Q= 2 20K "Mum seems to be

(observing) waiting"
Present, adjective | 2 2 A Zoja
Past, with evidence 1517} 2t A Zotx

Past, a guess OHif 7} o|O] %42 Zd ZXO0IR "Dad probably already
paid"

o|Ct A el ol
The sources checked give the future-form examples and the O|C}t and "mum seems to be
waiting" and "dad probably paid" examples; the table's adjective and past-with-evidence rows

follow the Chapter 7 modifier table. Do not say 1& = A Z0IR: the adjective 1Ll loses its &,

giving 1% 21 Z0[R (Chapter 3).

7. "It seems that...": -L} EC} / -(2)L 7} 2L}

Another way to say "it seems, it appears" is -L} ©C} after a verb and -(2) L 7} 2L} after an
adjective or -217} HC} after O|C}. The speaker has seen or heard evidence and infers the cause:
H|7| 2L} 2R "It seems to be raining", AFEH0] %27} Bl "There seem to be a lot of people",

shloI7} Bl "(They) seem to be a student”, RfL} BtR "(They) seem to have been asleep" (past
-t /ALt ELH). It is more observational than -(2)2 Z ZC} and is not used to talk about your
own feelings or plans. The sources checked do not cover this ending: it is from general

knowledge.
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8. Expectation and pity: -(2)2 Hif|

-(2)=2 Hl| is built from the pseudo-noun E + O|C} + -L C|: always -2 /2 + E{ + O|C} + L O. It
says "it should be the case, and...", with a feeling of expectation, worry or "what a shame". It is

a little more sure than -(2)2 Z ZC}:

H|7} & IO "It's probably going to rain (and so...)"

37} &l 812 HIH| "He probably isn't at home (but)..."

20| ¢ A2™ E2 Hif| "It'd be good if there were more food (but there isn't)." (the
author's gloss of the nuance)

Connecting two clauses: Z0| 2t&l BIC| X|5=- 2 7t "The roads will probably be

jammed, so let's take the subway."

It is typically used when the speaker is not the one doing the action. One exception is the
intention form -(2) 2 E||L|7} (here the speaker is the subject): X|2 Z HILIMt =2 O 7|}z
ZFM|8 "I'm leaving now, so please wait a little longer". Ending a sentence with -(2)2 HI{|R

leaves the thought hanging, soft and polite.

9. Worry: -(2)27} 5}

-(2) 2} 8} says "for fear that, in case": the first clause is what you are afraid of, and the
second shows what you do or feel because of it. One source example, MF210| A Xl HSS &
Optint 8} ZHER "I'm worried that the landlord will find the broken mirror", appears only as
a vocabulary example, so the rule is from general knowledge: vowel stem + -27} B}, consonant
stem + -27} Bt (527} Bl, 427 8. Another: H|7} 27} 2 S42 71X 0|2 "I brought an

umbrella in case it rained".

Watch out: 9t E|C} vs 2 S}C}
ot El|8 says something is not allowed or not working ("No"); 5 8 says you can't do it. Compare:

7|M AIEIE BOH ot B2 (not allowed) and M= AFEIE 2 B|0{8 (I'm unable to take photos).

Watch out: the subject changes the guess

-(2)z "] and -Lt 2L} are used to talk about other people and situations; about yourself, say -

(2)2 AR or -F!- (Chapter 4). M7} Z A ZOLR is possible, but it means "I guess I'll go"

Korean Lesson - Korean Grammar 2 - Chapter 9 - Can, Must, May, Seems - Page 6 of 10




(unsure).

In Use — &H| 0|2

@ Can you? May I?

d S+ AN L? |7 == & G7[0f| M ArElS B QB 2|
U AS BI0{oF = K.
Can you make kimchi? May I help? You must not take photos here. And you have

to take your shoes off.

H|, =ot F = &L, ShX|2H0j2 A2
HS A A0 Q. Of, ZASLICt 7t 2 e 7HM 7t &i

Yes, you may help. But I can't eat spicy K?
things. Oh, understood. Don't I need to take my bag?

@ Guesses

ol=2 EMR. 17t = A ZotR. 24
O] AGK?
Look at the sky. It looks like rain. Do you have

an umbrella?

X= BI7L 27 B @42 P20 K.
Yol ALZHOl B27t Ht Q.
I brought one in case it rains. There seem to

be a lot of people outside.

B Quick Reference — 2°H
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MEANING PATTERN

cannot -(2)= = gltt - 2 - -X| ZSiCt
must -0t/010F SHCH/=|Ct
need to / no need -(2)2 BRIt ACk/SiCt
may -0t/ &= &[Ct Jl= =g
don't have to oF -Of/0{ = =|Ct otIlE EliR
must not ()4 IH o =i
probably ()= A &t A zotga
Lt/ -(2) 7t HLt JiLL Hia - 271 ER
should (expectation) -(9)z =g = Hig|

in case / for fear -(Q)27t 5t =27 &}

# Try It Yourself — 9&

1. Say "I can read Korean" and "I can't eat spicy food" (4C}, HL}).

¥ Show answer

° ° uH é! nﬂ-l ¢ 310190

2. Say "I can't make it" with 2F=C} (2-stem) and with 2.
¥ Show answer

UHE +olo. X USoa.
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3. Say "We have to go now" in two ways.

¥ Show answer

X3 7IoF oK. - XIS 710k =K.

4. Ask "May I sit here?" and answer "Yes, you may" and "No, you mustn't".

¥ Show answer

o{7]0fl 2tot= =HR? - U, A0t EHR. - OIL|R, ¥OH 2t =i,

5. Say "You don't have to come tomorrow."

¥ Show answer

LHE: oF ot £,

6. Say "It looks like it will be cold tomorrow" (FL}).

¥ Show answer

ZOIR. (H-irregular: & — £ before -2)

~. Say "He seems to be tired" with -(2) L 7} 2C} (I|28}C}) and "There seem to be a lot of
people" with -Lt 2Ct (AFEH0] To| Ch).

¥ Show answer

o=t} BlR. - AlEto| 20| @L} B,

8. Say "I took an umbrella in case it rains" and "It's a pity there's not more food" (S210|
O A2H =L},

¥ Show answer

H7t 20t 8 2442 FHM0R

Coming up in Chapter 10: Sentence Endings and Putting It Together. The sentence-
final endings -U|2, -2, -&, -HER, -#0IL, -=0|, -(2)24, -(2)22iR and -(2) 27t

sentence-final nuance, and a recap of the whole course: the Course Complete chapter.
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