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Korean Grammar 2

X Tenses and Aspect — A|H|2} A

ALA

THE TENSE MAP
Past - /- - Past, now cut off -/} - - Future / plan -(2)2 0|2 - On-the-
spot guess or will -Z!- - In progress -1 ULl - Resulting state -0f/0{ QIC} -

Remembered / habitual past -& - Time since -(2)L X|.

1. The past: -% /-

You know the forms from Korean Grammar 1: -Qf- after I or - in the last stem vowel, -%i-

after other vowels, and -3}~ for SIC}. It covers the simple past and the "present perfect": & HU

012 ? means both "Did you eat?" and "Have you eaten?", and = =M & 0j] 2|2 "Minsu
o

has already gone home". Adjectives take it too: M= FR 01K "It was cold yesterday".
Irregular stems follow Chapter 3: SU K, E30{ R, HIY0{R.

The honorific -(2)Al- sits before the tense marker (Chapter 2): EAO{R, 7I410{R.

2. The past, now cut off: - /A -

Doubling the marker gives a past situation that is over, reversed or no longer holding. It is not
the English "had done" for plain anteriority. A|20|AM & H AR R says you lived in Seoul
for a year, and (the form implies) you do not live there now. O|=0{] ZtRXH L can mean "I went
to the U.S. (and have since come back)". Compare O|=20]| Z¥0{ R, which on its own says only
that the going happened.
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Use -4 /AU - when the contrast with now matters; if it does not, the plain -2f/%!- is the normal

choice, and learners who put -/} %!- on everything sound odd.

3. The future: -(2)2 7{0||2

Attach -2 7{0|R to a vowel stem and -& 7{0|R to a consonant stem. 2-stems keep the 2 and
add only 70{|2: & O|L. Irregular stems change first (Chapter 3): £ {02, £ 7{0{K,
X2 7o, & 7o, B & 7K. It covers plans and expectations: O sto]| & & A
0|2 "I'm going to Europe this vacation". For a more formal register use -(2)2 ZL|C}: Z& ZL|

Ct. With O|C}: St 0| "(they) will be / must be a student".

Korean often uses the plain present with a time word for a firm plan: LH¥ 7[& "I'm going

tomorrow".

4. On-the-spot will and guess: -2!-

The suffix -Z}!- attaches directly to the stem, before the ending. It leans toward conjecture
from what you see now, willingness and immediate intention, where -(2)2 0|2

leans toward a planned or expected future.

MEANING
Conjecture Sl=2 EL| 2 H|7} 270 _. Looking at the sky, it's going to rain soon.
Conjecture . That looks tasty.
Willingness . I'll do it.
Plan 2o Z Holl2. I'm going to Europe this vacation. (not -Z!-)
Frozen phrase AASLICE 220, Understood. / | don't know.

Frozen phrase Z HASL|CH Thank you for the meal. (said before eating)

In a question, -Z!- asks about the listener's will or a polite offer: # EA|0{R? "What will you
have?" (Chapter 2's =A|C}H). Be careful with your own plans: 2 MR is the usual way to

report a plan, and 7FH0{ 2 sounds like a decision made just now.
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Watch out: ¥ SLICt is not "I will know"
The phrases ¥ SLICH 2E 0L and & HAELIC} are learned as wholes. 2R / SASLIC}is

the polite "OK, understood" you say when given an instruction.

5. In progress: -1 2!C}

Stem + -1 ULt is "be doing": X|= BE H1 Q0| "I'm eating right now". It takes any tense:
M AR L "was eating”, H11 UYZ UK "will be eating”. Korean uses the plain present
more than English uses "-ing" in many contexts, so do not add -1 UL} to everything; use it
when the "in the middle of" idea matters. For an honoured subject the /Lt becomes A[A|C}

(Chapter 2): MMH2 MS 211 AM|K "The teacher is reading a book".

6. A state that remains: -0t/0{ QUC}

With intransitive verbs of change, -OF/0] QUC} describes the state left behind by a completed
action: 20| E&{ AL "The door is (standing) open", 2|X}0f| 20} AL "(someone) is seated

on the chair". Compare:

MEANING
o is in the act of sitting down

-0t/0{ RULCt o is seated (already sat down)

Other common verbs: M AL} (be standing), % ULt (be lying), HX ULt (be on), B ULt
(be closed). The honorific uses Al A|Ct: 20} AMIR. For verbs of wearing (ICF, AICH AMLCH),
Korean uses -0 QIC} for the resulting state: BAHE M 11 Q10| R "(they) are wearing a hat". This

last point is general knowledge, not from the sources checked for this chapter.

<. The remembered past: -H and -t/ H

Before a noun, the past modifier -(2)L says the action was finished, while -5 says it was in
progress, habitual or left unfinished, as remembered. Compare: C} O} HI| X2 o{7| &=
ML "Put the coffee cups you've finished here" and OtA|EH Z{O|= L2 F M| "Leave the
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coffee you were drinking as it is". The rule of thumb: if you can say "used to" or "was -ing" in

English, use -&.

MEANING
the rice | ate (completed)
the rice | was eating / used to eat

-/} uf the rice | ate (that time, now recalled and done with)

More examples: 2|7} Xt 71H FHH|7} 22 AR "The café we used to go to a lot has
closed down"; Of|F0f| A% SLjjo] 2EHDt0]| 7} 2t0{R "I visited the neighbourhood I used to
live in, for the first time in ages". Unlike -(2) L, -E does not change after a vowel or consonant
stem: 7tE, BFST MO while the -(2)L forms are 2, 2= and H2. Modifiers in general

come in Chapter 7.

8. Time since: -(2)L X]|

Verb stem + -(2)L X|, then a length of time, then SR (or X%t K), says how long it has
been since something happened: $t=0{& Hi2 x| & 40| F40{R "It's been a year since I
started learning Korean". Use -L X| after a vowel stem or 2-stem (£t X|, 3= X|) and -2 X|
after a consonant stem (2 X|). The X| is a separate word, so leave a space before it. A long
gap works the same way: Bt X] QEJEHO{ R "It's been a long time since we met". It is for verbs,
not adjectives. The forms and examples in this section come from general knowledge, not from

the sources checked for this chapter.

9. Experience: -(2)L H0| QIC} / giC}

Verb stem + -(2)L HO0| UL} says "I have (ever) done it"; -(2) L HO| IC} says "I have never

done it". Use -L after a vowel or 2 stem and -2 after a consonant stem: 2t=10f| ZF 0| QL
"I have been to Korea", AX|E€ 3= HO0| 21018 "I have never made kimchi". The question is ™
0] 2 H0| Q0{R? "Have you ever tried eating it?" (£ = 2L} "try", the same helper as -0t/ &
CH. Compare -(2) L X|, which counts time since; M is the "occasion" itself. This section is from

general knowledge, not from the sources checked for this chapter.
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Watch out: the AL} aspects with irregulars and honorifics
-1 QIC} uses the bare stem, so there is no irregular change: 10 YK, 11 Y0 is not used

because adjectives do not take it. An honoured subject needs A|A|Ct: F2AZ HMIK "is sleeping”.

In Use — &H| 0|2

@ Plans (past and future) 2 On the phone (progressive)

Ofx & RHojR? Y2 A & Hol? Xz # 5t lojR?
What did you do yesterday? What will you do What are you doing now?

tomorrow?

1 A0, Ot X[ = O
O{x= Eof AU L. LY
oret 70| 2. I'm listening to music. My father is sitting

I was at home yesterday. I'm meeting a friend down.

tomorrow.

@ Time and memory

M=0f| A & X| ZOtLt ZHoje?
How long has it been since you started living

in Seoul?

O] A o, Foj|= FLof M AAA

L.

Two years. I used to live in Busan before (and

no longer do).

B Quick Reference — 2°H
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MEANING EXAMPLE
past; present perfect
past, now over
plan; expectation
on-the-spot guess or will
-1 ok in progress
-0t/01 ALk resulting state
& remembered / habitual past (modifier)
-(2)L HOo| ALt experience

-Q)L X .. o time since

# Try It Yourself — g9&

1. Put into the past: HCI, EC}, HYUC} (S L A)).
¥ Show answer

8012 - S0IR - HolR

2. Say "I'm going to cook tomorrow" and "I'm going to live in Seoul" (-(2)2 H0|L; B+SCt
and &LC}).
¥ Show answer

LY 0t= 7K. - M20|A] & UK. (=-stems keep the 2 and add only 0 2.)

3. Which suits better, -Z!- or -(2)2 70| R: "It looks delicious!" and "I'm going to Jeju in
July"?

¥ Show answer
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018! (-7!-, a guess from what you see) - 720 H|Fx0f| Z 7{0|R. (a plan)

4. Say "The door is open" and "I'm reading a book now".

¥ Show answer

20| €2 AoiK. - Xz WS i1 Yo K.

5. Give the honorific i 28| of "My grandfather is sleeping" (FFAICH + -1 QAUCH.
¥ Show answer

SOt X| = FE2A D AMIR.

6. Choose -(2)L or -E: "the book I finished" and "the song I used to sing as a child".

¥ Show answer

Ct 212 M (finished) - & Wl 225 Y2l (habitual, in the past)

7. Say "It's been two years since I started working" (2 SIC}).

¥ Show answer

st x| o] A HojK.

8. What is the difference between 5.4H0f] ZF
¥ Show answer

The first simply says you went to Busan. The second suggests the trip is over and no longer

relevant, for example that you went and came back.

Coming up in Chapter 5: Connecting Clauses 1: And, But, So. Joining two clauses with
-0, -X|8 (@)L /=4, -0t/ A, -(2)L7} -(2)H, -7{L} and -(2) 2 [, and the contrast
between the two "because" endings, -OF/0{Al and -(2)LI|7t.
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