KOREAN LESSON

Korean Grammar 2 - Chapter 3 -
Irregular Verbs

Korean Lesson - Korean Grammar 2 - Chapter 3 - Irregular Verbs - Page 1 of 9




Korean Grammar 2

THE RULE IN ONE BOX

First find the last sound of the stem and the first sound of the ending:
vowel-initial ending (-0F/ L, -} /-, -0} /0 A, -(L)L, -(2) =, -(2)H, -(2)L|7, -
(2)MIR) — many irregulars change.

consonant-initial ending (-11, -X|2t, -&L|C}, -=) — most irregulars stay as they are
(the main exception is 2).

Learn each class by its final letter: 5 . C . X . & . —. = . 2,

Where you met these before

Korean Basic Conversation 2 (chapter 4, Describing) introduced the H-irregular, and chapter 11
(Opinions) the E-irregular. Korean Grammar 1 (chapter 6, Verbs 1: The Everyday Polite Present)
gave the vowel rule for -0t2/-0{2 and the —-stem contractions you need here: ACt — M K. This
chapter collects them in one place, adds the others, and shows each with the endings from later

chapters.

1. Quick map of the classes

CLASS WHICH WORDS WHAT HAPPENS EXAMPLE

many adjectives, some verbs H — £ before a vowel EC} - =2

verbs only C — 2 before a vowel
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WHICH WORDS WHAT HAPPENS EXAMPLE
a few verbs and StCt A drops before a vowel ziCt - Xjoje

colour adjectives, 1ZL} and kin & drops, and Of/0f uwZbC} - W

merges

stems ending in — — drops before Ot/04 ML - MR
most stems ending in 2 2 - = 2 before O}/ Dn2C} - 2218
stems ending in 2 2 drops before L, H, A AC} > AbL|CEH

ZLZ2C} O| 2Lt (arrive), = 2Lt (be ending is 21, not O 2r} -

yellow)

2, The H-irregular

When a stem ends in H and the ending begins with a vowel, H becomes %, and the & merges
with H to ¥: HCt — FL K. Before a consonant-initial ending the & stays: &1, S&LIC}.
Most H-irregulars are adjectives: BC} (hot), &Lt (easy), {&ALt (difficult), WL} (spicy), 7FZLCH
(near), FALC} (heavy), MECt (cute), ABIC} (miss), and the verb &Lk (lie down).

Special case: SCt and &C}. The two stems &Lt (help) and &Ll (pretty) change & to 2}
before Ot/01: EQIR, 112K ; before other vowels it is the normal : =M.

Regular look-alikes (no change): 2Lt (wear), &L} (catch), HLt (narrow), WLt (chew), &
Ct (pick), WL} (wide): YL, F0IL, K. You must learn which -H words are regular.

3. The C-irregular

A verb stem ending in £ changes to 2 before a vowel: EC} — S0 R (listen), ZCt — HO K
(walk), 2CF — 208 (ask). It is verbs only. Regular look-alikes: ®tC} (receive), EC}
(close), BL} (believe), YL} (get). =Lt "to bury" and 2L} "to roll up" are regular, so check the
meaning: 228 2 (ask) but B0l EHL (bury).
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4. The A-irregular

A stem ending in A drops the A before a vowel: B} — X|H L (build; make), 5C} — LIOIR
(get better), RC} — B20{& (pour; swell), AL} — O]{R (connect). The two vowels stay
separate: X|0{ 2, not 2. Regular look-alikes: 2C} (laugh), 4IC} (wash), HC} (take off): £
o{R, Mo, Boig.

5. The s-irregular

This class is made of colour adjectives and a few "how/like that" adjectives: WZC} (red), ko
2} (yellow), IFELCE (blue), SFELC} (white), IFECE (black), AZLC} (be so), OIZLC}, YL} (be

how). The & drops before a vowel and the vowel of the ending merges with the stem, so Of/0{
becomes Of (or OH after F): 2} — W SFLECH - St 2L — 2R, HELCE - of

IfR. Before -(2)L the & simply drops: HZk, 2t 6}9F Before -=L|Ct and consonant

XD

WASL|CH W20 =L} is regular (E0IR, £2), and so are HC}, 2HELC

endings it stays: 255

Ct and the verbs '&C}, ELC}, &C}.

6. The —-irregular

A stem whose last vowel is — loses it before O}/0. To choose between OF and O, look at the

vowel in the syllable before the —: | or - gives Of, anything else gives ¢, and a one-syllable

stem (M, 3, 17) takes 1:

H{UC} ., HH R (preceding vowel b — Of), OFXC} — OO} LI¥SCE . LptHtR SIICE
— IR

ofjsuct — ot (4 — 0f), XLl - MK, 7|8LC} - J[H KR

ML} - MR, ACt - HL, NCF - THY, EECE — [H Y (one syllable — Of)

EHICH - &71, ©§Ct - IR (preceding vowel F — O}

Before consonant endings or -(2)™, -(2)L|7}, -(2) L nothing changes: A Hitd1 of 8 HfE
L|C}. A few stems ending in £ follow this class and not the 2-class: 2L} — 2[R (follow),
X|2Ct - X|218 (pay), 2Lt —» =2{ K (drop in). Learn them as exceptions.
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7. The E-irregular

Most stems ending in £ double the 2 before OF/0: the £ splits, the — drops and the 2 joins
the previous syllable. 2L} — 2R (2= + 2tR), Ct2Ct - 2l N2ECt - S2tR, H=C}
— Wale XI2Ct - &2te, LEL - 22, 2L - 223K, SELt —» Z2{ . The choice
of 2 or 21 follows the same vowel rule as Ot/0: | and L give 2, all others give 2. Before other
endings, nothing changes: BEH REL|CH DE.

8. The E-irregular (" E'dI'Op")

A stem ending in 2 loses the 2 before L, H and A: &fC} — &FL|C} (8), AL} (L), AN
(A of -(2)Al-), & (modifier -1 ), Al= (-£). Before every other ending the 2 stays, and endings
that normally add 2 (-(2)%) do not add it after 2: &'H (not &2 H), &0l #11. Common
2-stems: &L} (live), 2Lt (know), HSC} (make), B} (sell), SLF (open), SCI (play), AL}
(long), WL} (far).

9. The 2{-irregular and O|C} / OFL|C}

Three adjectives take 2] instead of 0: ZEELC} - ZEE22{ R (be blue-green), O|2LC} — 0|22
(reach), ¥2LCt —» FE2{ R (be yellow). They are rare; the verb 2L} "press" is the 2-class (&

218). A related oddity is ZEC} (scoop): I{ & (the £ drops).

O|C} and OFL|C} are special in a different way: O|C} attaches to the noun and changes with the
final sound: gHd00l|R / 2|At0l|R, sHdo|A0|R / 2AlHo R, st do|1n, StHo|H SHHQl Shl

QiLICE; OfL|c: otL{olL, otL|{o{L, OtL|x, OFL|H, OF:l, OFEL|CE.

10. Full conjugation tables

One example for each class, with a regular look-alike for comparison. The columns: SH 24|
present, past, -(2)H (if), -1 (and), -(2) L (modifier, for adjectives; for verbs the past

modifier), and g A&H|.
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DICTIONARY FORM e
&L} cold (&)

Lt wear (regular)

=L} listen (&)

HIC} receive (regular)

HC} build (4)

Lt laugh (regular)

"YACtred (3) e

Zr} good (regular) ol

ML} write (—) Me

HFBEC} busy (—) bttt 2 by HEIRE Hi = HHE LI
BE2C} not know (2) e BELCt
ALt live (=) s

OLEL} make (2) atELct

Watch out: the "-L" column mixes two jobs

For adjectives, -(2)L is the present modifier (& Y, "a cold day"). For verbs, -(2)L is the past

modifier (2 &2l "a song I heard"), and the present modifier is -= (B= k=2l|, "a song I'm

listening to"). Modifiers are the topic of Chapter 7.

Watch out: how to spot the class from the dictionary form
The letters give you only a guess: H, £, A, 3, — E and 2 at the end of the stem might be
irregular, but many are regular (! CF, 2tC}, 2CF, ZC}). Dictionaries mark the class; learn each new

word with its S 4| form (FC}t / FHR) and you will never have to guess.
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In Use — &H| oI 2

@ A cold morning (H, £)

Qs Y TR M U= S0 K.

It's really cold today. I'm listening to music.

e HRoR. JM ZES HAU
.

I was hot. So I took my coat off.

@ Describing colours ()

E=0| off O|F A &EIHR?

Why is your face so red?

MEE Roia. B 2N

I put on a white shirt. I'm hot and I feel shy.

B Quick Reference — 2°%H

@ Atwork (—, E, 2)

RFE 0| Hittf? O] S L0tR?
Are you very busy these days? Do you know
about this job?

H|, GO| Bt R, 2|1 & =2k, A
2AE Holg,
Yes, very busy. And I don't know it well. The

office is far, too.

CHANGE BEFORE VOWEL-INITIAL

ENDING

BEFORE CONSONANT-INITIAL
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CHANGE BEFORE VOWEL-INITIAL BEFORE CONSONANT-INITIAL
ENDING

A drops X|oiR, X|2H, X|2
& drops; Ot/0{ — Off e, WIHH, w2t
— drops before Ot/01 M, tible

2 - 2:cl/22] before 222, 8
Of/0f

2 drops before L, H, aiL|Ch, ARMlR, AL, A

A

# Try It Yourself — H&

1. Give the S 24A| of: EC}, SC}, AL}
¥ Show answer

Cee T2 - o (Ctis regular)

2. Give the past of: &C}, ZC}, BiC},
¥ Show answer

SA0{2 - AAo{R . BA0{ R (HIC} is regular)

3. Give the sl 24| of: ZIC}, L}, WL},
¥ Show answer

X0 - 20 (regular) - LIOIR

4. Say "The house is white" and "a red apple" with SI'¥LC} and 2L},

¥ Show answer

Korean Lesson - Korean Grammar 2 - Chapter 3 - Irregular Verbs - Page 8 of 9




Zlo] slofR. - izt Alx}

5. Give the ol 24| and past of AL}, f|88C} and 3L},
¥ Show answer

MK / Mol . oS / cilHole . HL / ol

6. Give the 8| @Al| of RELC}H B2C} N2C}
¥ Show answer

208 - 28R - SR

7. Give the &£ 4| and the honorific 31 4| of 2Lt and BHSC}.
¥ Show answer

$fLICE / AMIR - BHSLICH/ BEEMIR

8. Which is regular: 2L}, 2L} (ask) or RE}? Give the S 24| of each.

¥ Show answer

ot and O are regular. L} "to ask” is C-irregular: 20 8R.

Coming up in Chapter 4: Tenses and Aspect. The past, the past perfect (-2f/AA-),
future and intent (-Z!-, -(2)2 Ho|R), -1 ULt versus -0F/H AL}, the "remembered past” -F

and the "since" pattern -(2)L X|.
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