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Korean Grammar 2

£ Honorifics and Humble Forms —

THE RULE IN ONE BOX
Honour the doer of the action, never yourself.

A respected subject — -(2)Al- on the verb (and H| A after the subject); or a special
honorific word.

A respected receiver of your action — a humble verb (=2|C}, 2 Ct, (L} ZA|CH.

X / 3] replace L} / 22| when you speak to someone senior.

1. The honorific suffix -(2)Al-

Attach -Al- to a vowel stem and -2A|- to a consonant stem, before any tense or ending: 7}C}
— JtA|C} BiC}h  BrO AC} EFCh . ZFO AL Tt works on verbs and adjectives alike. Then the

ending is added as usual.

PLAIN VERB HONORIFIC s AN PAST (s12 FUTURE (&
STEM (PRESENT) (PRESENT) 1)

7kt go 7tMI8 ZhadLict 7t iR

2Lt read o gieMR oA Aol

HfBu A 2 Hpas A L|C} HimAlole  HEgd Hof
22
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PLAIN VERB HONORIFIC s AN PAST (312 FUTURE (3l
STEM (PRESENT) (PRESENT) A 24)

AT} live (2 AFAL- AM|2 ApaiL|ck Aol A 7{oll2

stem)

OIC} be (OD)Al- Mol
(noun) oe

How the forms come about: -Al- + 2 — -M|®& (the everyday polite ending contracts), -Al- +
HL|C} — -ML|C} and the past is -41-. A stem ending in 2 drops the 2 before -Al-, as it does
before - = L|C} (&Ct — AFA|CEH BHELCEH — BEEA|CH. The casual form is -A| (MME0] @M, "the
teacher is coming"). The command -(2)M|& and the formal command -(2)&A|L are the

same suffix. In 84X the question is -(2)&L|N}?.

Watch out: never honour yourself
Say M= &tul0]]l 7IR, never A= S ul0f] ZFM|L. -(2)Al- is for the person you respect. For your own

action toward a senior, use a humble verb (section 4), or the plain verb.

2. Special honorific verbs and nouns

A few common words do not take -(2)A|-. They are replaced by a different word. You must

memorise the pairs.

HONORIFIC EVERYDAY POLITE MEANING
HONORIFIC

ALt A AL AML be (somewhere); stay

ULt (to A2 AL} ASH 2 have (A2t A2 AMIR7?)

have)

oL} / OFA| E AL} (also EHEA| eat: drink
C} Ch

FRNR
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PLAIN HONORIFIC EVERYDAY POLITE MEANING
HONORIFIC

= s, LESHMR speak; say
Al ZSEAICE AlEstAl be hungry

E0}7IACH =0l7IAl0i2 pass away (a respectful way to
say it)

HONORIFIC NOUN MEANING
XX meal
HAM| age

M
(<]

house; home
words; speech

Ab2h person

Kinship terms also take - for elders: 8MHL| — MY, OFHX| — OFH'E. Questions you will
hear: AeH0| Of2HA| £|M[R2? ("may I have your name?") and HMI7} HHEA| E|MIR? ("how old
are you, sir/madam?"). Remember the speech level (Chapter 1) must also match: honorific

nouns are used with a polite level, not with casual speech.

3. Particles: HIA and |

When the subject is respected, the subject particle 0] /7} changes to M, and the topic 2/ to
HIME. The dative Of|A| / $HE| ("to™) changes to M. The place particle 0| has no honorific form
for things.

HONORIFIC

MMLIO] 2MIR. MMM QM. The teacher is coming.
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HONORIFIC
HL|HAM = F2MK. Grandmother is sleeping.

H0A MES FS. MES E2R. | give a present to the teacher.

Notice the last row: giving to a respected person needs both the particle | and the humble
verb E2|C}.

4. Humble forms: lowering yourself

A humble verb is used for your own action directed at someone you respect. It does not

honour the subject: it honours the receiver.

HUMBLE EXAMPLE

FLt give ce|ct MM ME EX0{K. | gave the teacher a
book.

-0t/0{ =L} do for -0}/0 E2|C} o ERAIR. Il help you.
HC} / BLICE see; meet Zct LHY BIMESLICE I'll see you tomorrow.

=L} ask SiL GIF Rt ElNFR? May | ask something?

42| 7IC} take DA 7tct BHOHE A 71K, | take my parents along.

(someone)

LSICE tell H7t YEEZHAIR. 1l tell you.

The pronouns follow the same logic: Lt — X ("I") and 2| — X&| ("we", humble) when
speaking to a senior or a customer. B is two-faced: it is the honorific word for their speech

(MY T2 and the humble word for your speech to them (E&E2|C}H.

Watch out: no "you" for a senior
Second-person pronouns are avoided in honorific speech. Use the person's title + &

Y1) or a name, not L. The pronoun &4l is described as used only between married partners, or
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sarcastically between strangers, so it is not a safe "you" for a learner. For a respected third person

who is present or absent you can say & ("that person", honorific), from = above.

5. Titles: & and M|

e -4l is the highest form of address. It goes on titles and kinship terms (4%, ApEE
1) and is used for customers, guests and people you do not know (£%). A title is not
used bare to someone senior: A not AFEL.

-M| is used between people of about equal rank, after a full name or first name: 2l4= M|,
Ol M. A surname alone with M| (Z M) can sound rude.
A person's name with a space and 2 (214 ') is also heard, especially online and in

service settings.

Watch out: honouring a person who is below another senior

Traditional etiquette (2=, "relative honorifics") dropped the honorific for someone junior to the
person you are speaking to: a child told a grandparent 2O0HHX|, OFtHX| 7} O}Z] oF Rt&L|C}
("Grandfather, father hasn't come yet"), without the honorific on father. Today at work this is
considered out of date, and people use the honorific for their own senior even to a more senior
listener: S2&Y, O] BHEL 2 X|Z Ai2|of] QF AALICE ("Director, Manager Lee is not at his desk at

the moment"). Family usage still varies.

Watch out: do not honour objects
A common service-language habit is to use -(2)Al- on objects: HI| LERMELIC} ("your coffee has

come out, sir/madam"). The honorific goes with people, so the correct form is Z{I| LIgt&LIC}. This

is general knowledge about usage and was not in the sources consulted for this chapter.

In Use — &H| 0|2

@ Visiting grandparents @ A phone call
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L, X EXOR? d 28H AMe?

Grandmother, have you had your meal? Is Director Kim there?

T2, HRACE L= HALI? X2 29| Fol4LICh o2 YA £
Yes, I've eaten. Have you eaten? nea?

He is in a meeting at the moment. Shall T

leave a message for him?

@ In the classroom @ Meeting someone senior

M, otLf o=t ER? HE0] oA E[MR?

Teacher, may I ask something? May I have your name?

|, SR, =gL|ct. okt &
Yes, go ahead. |C}.

I'm Park Minsu. I'm glad to meet you.

B Quick Reference — 2°H

FORM EXAMPLE
honour the subject -(@)Al- + ending M2, dloMe
special words AlACEH EAICE, F2A|CH ZESHAICH ENR FRM2
honorific nouns ZIX|, HAl, det o, 25, & Meto| o€ =lMR?
honorific particles HAM, HAME, H MR, M
humble verbs =2|C}, ACH FCH 2AC HEEE|CH ot EEAIR
humble pronouns X, X3

titles =l (senior, customers); M| (equals)
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# Try It Yourself — €&

1. Make these honorific (24)): 7}, {0, HHHR.
¥ Show answer

MR - gi2M|R - HIHAIR

2. Make it honorific: @HL|= & HO0{R. (Grandmother is eating.)

¥ Show answer

SHHL|HMS FIX|2 CH 9.

3. Make it honorific: MH 0] XK. (The teacher is sleeping.)
¥ Show answer

MMM EZ2MR.

4. Say "I'll give this to the teacher."

¥ Show answer

ojAS M MEHH EEAIK.

5. What is wrong with = LHY 7tM|R? Correct it.
¥ Show answer

It honours the speaker. Correct: M= LY 7|R.

6. Say in & £:X|: "The president is in the office."
¥ Show answer

AP E2 AP Ao Al LI

7. Ask politely for someone's name and age.
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¥ Show answer

deto] oA £lMIR? HAMITE o EA £lMIR?

8. Say "May I ask you something?" to a teacher.

¥ Show answer

StLt o ¥=tE Enta?

Coming up in Chapter 3: Irregular Verbs and Adjectives. You will learn the H-, C-,
A-, &-,—, E-and 2-irregulars, with a full conjugation table for each, since the clause

endings in the chapters after that need them.
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