KOREAN LESSON

Basic Conversation 3 - Chapter 7 -
My Story
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Korean Basic Conversation 3

B Telling Your Story — Ll 0|0}7]

eo = 1 (short, open "uh") eu = — (unrounded "00")

kk, tt, pp, ss, jj = tense (tight, unaspirated) consonants

(1 Where Are You From? — O{C|0f|A{ EfO{ %} @ Childhood — R I}

0jQ?

1eF0| o]0l 2?

Where is your hometown?

Xz S= 2|HE0[A EHO{LEM 7|0
M XK.
I was born in Liverpool in the UK and grew

up there.

O oh=ofl= A 24 o ?

Then when did you come to Korea?

Aot 20| /At & =0

After graduating from university I ended up

coming because of work.

O{ZIS I Ot OfO|RO{ K2
What kind of child were you when you were

little?

Z 805t M= F0I5h= OO0 R K.
SEWO| A A 2H0f| RE== 2401 K.

I was a quiet child who liked books. I often

went to the library at school.

A58t 1 0| UK R?

What was your dream in primary school?

Omj= MAEO| |1 HA0 L. X|Z
2 CHE Y2 kX2t Q.
Back then I wanted to be a teacher. Now I do

something else, though.
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XE0 o= deo| elSX] ggAK?

Wasn't life in Korea hard at first?

SANR. =70 S otLt: =7
2.

It was a bit hard. You see, I didn't know any

Korean.

® School and University — &t 0]0}7|

CHstwof M FAE HEY0R?

What did you major in at university?

I majored in economics. But around the time
of graduation I became interested in

computers.

JefiM X5 3 €S ot ZoR?

So is that how you came to do that work now?

. RIF7 A0 F{ M ZH2 2| ARO[ A
L5t oK.
Yes. A friend introduced me, so I ended up

working at a small company.

2 €+ fldlR.

Life really is unpredictable.

Me o2 o H4t A7t B3 HA0
2.

When I was little I wanted to be a football

player.

@ Korean Age and Real Age — 3 &0|0f|R7?

2| X|ZE Sl LIO|7 oA =M R?

Excuse me, how old are you this year?

MOz ME 40[0|R. ot= LI0|Z2=
MESILILE MESO|0 K.
I'm thirty in international age. In Korean age

I'd be thirty-one or thirty-two.

Z2 OFLIO|S M ARHO| BEX|3H

E7|2| = OFA = oh= LtO| = |

These days many people use international

age, but friends still often talk in Korean age.

2iM X Z T &2 A MIX] =20
HE 3R ERAER.
So when people first meet, they often ask

what year you were born. You see.
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® Big Changes — Q12| H3}

= A 5HA| JojR?

When did you get married?

HAOR. St 0] =GOl A THH ALE
I 2=5HA R0,
Last year. I ended up marrying someone I

met in Korean class.

Y= o 21HO] A%}

Really? So it began when you were learning

Korean.

Yes. It was pure chance. When I was little I

didn't know much about Korea, you see.

ACZ OfC[of| M A1 20{R?

Where would you like to live in the future?

710l &0 LS 2
T oK.

Ne e H40/0 2.

I was born in '95.

® Two Friends (casual) — 2| {3 uj

22| oS m oY =O0[E oM =R
A[?
When we were little we played at the

playground every day, didn't we?

Oft L= e ol 7F & mi7kx] eF SO
X].

Right! You never went home until the sun set.

.2 XlI=z

I used to get scolded by mum all the time. But

now I can't play because of work.

O{£0]| =[H A[Zt0] §lo]. 2= 22|
oFx| I,
Time vanishes once you're an adult. But we're

still friends, right?

SHSHA|! L2 FE0f| ZHpAL,

Of course! Let's meet next weekend.
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For now here, and later I might go back to my

hometown.

£L Key Phrases — 2% H3

SITUATION POLITE CASUAL

Where were you born? OC|Of[ M EfO{'SHO{ R7? O{C|A ENO{%RE0{?
Where did you grow up? |0 M KR R? OfC| A XIEO{?
What did you study? HaMolr? H3M0?
When | was little... ... OE ...

| ended up... WA SR, A SO

What year were you born? = HM0[0f|R? R HA0[oF?

8 Three Verbs for Life Stories — SA}

EVERYDAY POLITE (-R) PAST (-4/2101R) CASUAL
to be born (EHO{LtLC}) EHO{LIR EHH{StH 2
to grow up (Xt2tCH NI X&tol 2

to graduate (S SILCH =8 =30l

@ Three Tools for Telling a Story

1. "When..." — ()= Ij
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Attach -2 I to a vowel stem and -2 Il to a consonant stem: 2F O] Z I ("when I go to

school"), HZ M, ot=0{ = Hi=2 M. It is the same form as the future modifier from Chapter 4,
followed by I ("time"). The tense of the last verb tells you whether it is past or present. For a

past moment, attach the past ending first: {5 = [l (when I was small), 2SSt W 0| CHA S

[. With a noun, use noun + If: 2SSF 1 I ("when I was at primary school"), &S} . Don't
confuse it with -7| M0]| (before) and -(2)L 20| (after) from Chapter 2.

2. "Come to / end up" — -A| E|C}

Add -A| E|C} to a verb or adjective stem when a situation comes about, often not entirely by
your own choice: F=0f| 2A| I ("I ended up coming to Korea™), -1 L= S}A| RO ("1
came to do that job"), ot SAIZ Z0}5HH| I R ("I came to like Korean food™). It is

usually used in the past (-AHl 0{R) to explain how things turned out, or in the future (-l & 7{
0llR) for what is likely to happen.

3. "You see..." — -HER

The sentence ending -Z{£8 gives a friendly explanation or reason, as if saying "you see, ..." or
"the thing is, ...". It follows a stem directly: 2F=HE S7H=Q ("I didn't know any Korean,
you see"), HIBH7{E Q. For the past, put the past ending before it (-%/AHELR). The casual

form is -7{=. It also introduces a new topic or an answer that you expect the listener not to
know. Use it for background, not for plain statements, and not with a superior as a blunt

excuse.

PATTERN EXAMPLE ENGLISH

o2 o) =3 OfMO 2. When | was little | liked football.

£l i Z20f| o= E B Al =HOq | ended up learning Korean because of a

friend.

-Al =T

-HER H7t E|E 2ot HER. You see, | can't cook.

M Reading — £17]: M2 M2| o]0}
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M2 mef ojof7]

ML M= = 2[HEO| A EHO{LEM 7|0 A f sMELlCh oS o S £0

OFOI‘R‘;%LIEL CHet ol M= EH A miZF HFE ol 20|
2Ol 22 SAtof| M 2otA H, 3 S|t [[HTOH ot=0il A HELICH %
E%W%R. M o= # Off L 7] MRS LICE =0l M X

Z2JSLICEL M2 M= XS MSollM 22 X[ LS| gl otz

Word list: Ol (wife) - 2tA10| M7|Ct (to become interested) - CtL| 7| A|ZSICE (to start attending) -
Lt=0fl (later)

True or false? (2™ O, E2|H X)

1. HYA M= 2[HZ0l| A EfO{LIN XpRHELICE.

2. HUA M= Cistuof| M HFEE HMSHSLICE

3. MYA M= 2| AL mfZ 0] ot=20i| 27| FHSLICE.

4. HIYA M= ot=0 =0l M X|Z 2| Ot E BHetS LT
¥ Show answers

1. O - 2. X (he studied economics; the interest in computers came around graduation) - 3.
0:-4.0

M Vocabulary — 0{%]

ENGLISH

go-hyang hometown

cho-deung-hak-kkyo primary school

Jjung-hak-kkyo middle school

go-deung-hak-kkyo high school

dae-hak-kkyo university

Jjeon-gong major; field of study

Korean Lesson - Basic Conversation 3 - Chapter 7 - My Story - Page 7 of 10




EHO{LtCF

XF2FCt

Jjo-reop

(n-saeng

kkum

gyeol-hon

eo-reun

tae-eo-na-da

jJja-ra-da

Jjo-eo-pa-da

Jjeon-gong-ha-da

gyeol-hon-ha-da

do-ra-ga-da

eo-ri-da

him-deul-da

ENGLISH

graduation

age

life (one's whole life)

dream

marriage

adult; elder

to be born

to grow up

to graduate

to major in

to get married

to go back; to return

to be young; little

to be hard; tiring

Korean Age and International Age (check official sources)

On 28 June 2023 South Korea made the international age system (2t L}O], counted from birth) the
standard for most legal and administrative purposes, through amendments to the Civil Act. Reports
say some areas, such as the school year, still follow a separate "year age" calculation, and sources
differ on exact details such as the age at primary-school entry, so check an official source like the
Ministry of Education before relying on a figure. In everyday talk the old Korean age (everyone is 1

at birth and gains a year each 1 January) is still often used, especially between friends and when

discussing children. People may also ask B 40| 0f| 2? ("what year were you born?") to work out
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who is older, which decides who uses which speech level. For your own age, use Native Korean

numbers: 22 4t (20), A E 4t (30), OFE 4 (40).

The School Ladder

The usual stages are S8t (primary), & i ki (high school) and CHE
(university). Years are counted with 2F'H: is "third grade of primary". The school
year begins in March, according to sources. People often shorten the stage names to £, & and

& in casual talk, but those are slangy.

As Heard in Dramas — S2}0}0]| A

Flashback scenes begin with {52 ... or A =... ("back then..."), and a character explaining
an awkward fact will say M|7 &2l 221 AIZO|HER ("I'm just that kind of person, you see"). A
common surprised reaction to a life story is 21" 2 & = §l= MO ("you never know in life").

Tense school reunions often mention which 5 'H4 everyone is.

Grammar Pointer

The past tense -4 /A H R is from Korean Basic Conversation 2, Chapter 9 (The Past); the future
modifier -(2) 2 is from Chapter 4 of this course, and -7| M0l and -(2)L 20| from Chapter 2. -(2)
L M0| UL} (Chapter 5) describes experiences, while -(2) 2 [ff sets the time. The connection with

the "when I was little" stories continues in Chapter 12, where time spent abroad is counted with -
(@)L X ... o2,

g Try It Yourself — &

1. Say "I was born in Liverpool and grew up there."

¥ Show answer

K= 2|HZ0l A EHO{LEA HZ[0| M RO K.

2, Say "When I was little I wanted to be a teacher."
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¥ Show answer

RS o A0 2|10 HARAHK.

3. Say "I ended up coming to Korea because of work."

¥ Show answer

2 W20 eh=0i] 27| Fo .

4. Explain with -{E8Q: "I didn't know any Korean, you see."

¥ Show answer

=0 S ofLtE SUHER.

5. Ask someone "What year were you born?" and "What did you major in?"

¥ Show answer

R ddolog? £

6. Tell a friend casually "When we were little we played at the playground every day, didn't
we?"

¥ Show answer

22| oFlS o Y SO[E0f|l A =AX[?
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