KOREAN LESSON

Basic Conversation 3 - Chapter 11
- Festivals & Customs
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Korean Basic Conversation 3

44 Festivals & Customs —

eo = 1 (short, open "uh")

kk, tt, pp, ss, jj = tense (tight, unaspirated) consonants

@ Seollal — g0fl= & sliK?

Mdol=E2E 2 dia?

What do you usually do at Seollal?

2 7150 H0{M H=S Ho{R. 18|
1 O{ESH MHIE ol 2.
The whole family gathers and we eat

tteokguk. And we do sebae to the elders.

MIEH 7t = ol 22

What is sebae?

HS StHAM "Ml = B0 ZOM| R 2}
2AFSH= 70 K.

=
2l
It's bowing while greeting them with "Happy

New Year".

eu = — (unrounded "00")

@ Chuseok — =M ZH|

ZM0ll= 0go]| Lz 7tM| 22
Do you go down to your hometown at
Chuseok?

|, SHOICH 71, DA E27}F 9k A A
710 22 Z2|X[2 .
Yes, every year. Though the motorway is

jammed, so it takes a long time.

7tH E otM R?
What do you do when you get there?

Ct 20| $H= 502 . $H &
ZIHCH O K.

We all shape songpyeon together. Shaping
songpyeon is harder than you'd think.
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MEHS otH 8= 2o, MR
mf JAH H Y E/U
When you do sebae you get pocket money too,

as you know. When I was little that was the

best part.

@ Hanbok —

sh=2 Qlof 2 Ho| 2l0jR?

Have you ever worn a hanbok?

Hl, 2=30lA Za] U0 Zo{L. of|
X2t A7 E SHAO L.
Yes, I rented one and wore it at

Gyeongbokgung. It was pretty but a bit

awkward to walk in.

AYO[LE 224]0fl= =S = A
O HHOIR.
Lots of people wear hanbok at Seollal or at

weddings, as you know.

NotR. RF2 A0 &= AHEO
QUL L.
True. They say there are people who even

wear it in everyday life these days.

Taking photos in hanbok is also very popular.

Ml 20 4oje. teE=AE 14
e HR?
I'd like to try it too. May I watch the making?

@ A Wedding Invitation —
ey kel

S=7t 2240 RCisl Hoje. 8 &
H|5HO} S R?

A colleague invited me to the wedding. What
should I prepare?

= S50 20{M 7tR.
A E0tL.

Usually you put gift money in an envelope

and take it. It's best to put in clean notes.

2O0rE W= 2l E37e?

How much would be good to give?

Lot ol et HetR. S = otE| &
H =0{27]= oS L7t CHE ArEfet
H 202N K.

It depends on how close you are. It's awkward

to ask the colleague directly, so ask someone

else.

O3 22 oEHA ojofslie?
And how should I dress?
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® Family Traditions — H|AF2t XI|

O X[ MALOll= 2 74&0] 20| &EOt
Q?

The whole family gathers for Grandfather's

memorial rite, doesn't it?

o, 3412
Zo| elEX|at =R
Yes, we lay out food and bow. Preparing it is

hard but it's an important thing.

S Ct S

I've heard that many families do it simply

these days.

True. It differs from house to house. Our

family thinks keeping tradition is important.

X=CHE Ligte| M &
HE THO[AN K.

=
T

Neat clothes will do. It's better to avoid all-

white.

® Two Friends (casual) — O|tH HA ofl?

OftH Z=A40f| ngF 72 Xt 15| &OF.
Are you going home for Chuseok? The

traffic's terrible, you know.

8, 710k 8if. ot} ol 3=
AME EAHE.

Yeah, I have to go. Eating what Mum cooks is

the best, you see.

BECt L= olof HA = 7t

I'm jealous. I have to work, so I can't go.

= HLH =7, 22| Hor SH™
P SEQUTEOL
Then I'll bring you some songpyeon. My

mum's songpyeon is really delicious, you

know.

i 00r! 7|CHEA.
Really? Thanks! I'll be waiting.
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I find learning about other countries'

traditions really interesting.

/£ Key Phrases — 582

SITUATION

Happy New Year!

Happy Chuseok!

Congratulations (on the wedding).

What do people usually do? HE {EA 82
It differs from family to family. ZIOICH &2t R.

It's a tradition. MEO|} K.

8 Three Verbs for Customs — SA}

EVERYDAY POLITE (-8) FORMAL (-HL|C}) CASUAL
to gather (20| L} P20
to make (2FHSLC}h oS0 R

to keep; to protect (X|7|Ch

= Two Tools for Explaining Customs
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1. "oooas yOu knOW" I -f'al:ol-R

Add -Z#0IR to a stem (verb or adjective) to remind the listener of something they already know

AL0l= H=22 HEOLR ("at Seollal we eat tteokguk, as you know"). For the

or can see:
past, use -%/A=0IR (HA| LHELOIR, "I told you yesterday"), and after a noun, (0]) =0t
(2= BHEO|HOIR). Tt comes from -X| 20}R? ("isn't it?"). The casual form is -Z0}. Two

cautions: it can sound like "don't you know?" when you are annoyed, so be careful with elders,

and if the listener does not know the fact, use -/{=8 (Chapter 7) instead.
2. Verbs as nouns — -= % and -7|

A noun clause turns a whole action into a noun. The common way is -= 2 (present), -(2)L
2 (past) and -(2) 2 A (future): MNEZ X|7|= A2 SRR ("keeping tradition is
important"), TS E= ZS L EGHR ("I watch the making of songpyeon"). In speech Z
0| becomes Al and 242 becomes &, which you met in Chapters 9 and 1: H= 2|, H= 4. The
shorter -7] makes a noun too, and goes with a fixed set of expressions: 27|77} 2HH L

("walking is uncomfortable™), 7| Z0} R ("it looks nice"), Bot7| {2} 2 ("it's hard to

say"), &M Hl7[ ("shaping songpyeon").

"doing" (an action in

O3 R. I like wearing hanbok.
general)

JO| ZHO|JUAFA K. What | saw yesterday
"what was done"

with ZC}/ 2lCt/ FELCt/ = 7| M3 K. These shoes are comfortable
Moot

HH0l|l= 20| 25| &O0FR. The roads jam at

festivals, you know.

"as you know"

M Reading — ¢47|: ¢
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1. O - 2. X (at Seollal families eat tteokguk; songpyeon is made at Chuseok) - 3. 0 - 4. X

(many families keep it simple, others keep tradition closely)

8 Vocabulary — 0{3]
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myeong-jeol

seol-lal

chu-seok

tteok-kkuk

song-pyeon

han-bok

ENGLISH

traditional holiday

Lunar New Year's Day

Harvest festival

rice-cake soup

half-moon rice cake

traditional Korean dress




ENGLISH

se-bae New Year bow to elders

yong-ttol pocket money

Jjeon-tong tradition

Je-sa ancestral memorial rite

gyeol-hon-sik wedding ceremony

chu-gui-geum wedding gift money

mo-i-da to gather

Ji-ki-da to keep; to protect

Xt2|CH cha-ri-da to lay out (food)

XLCHSHC} cho-dae-ha-da to invite

bit-tta to shape (dumplings, rice cakes)

ma-ki-da to be blocked; jammed

bul-pyeon-ha-da to be uncomfortable; inconvenient adj

hae-ma-da every year adverb

Seollal and Chuseok (from the sources)
Guides describe Seollal as the Lunar New Year holiday, with ancestral rites on the first morning
(XH)), the formal kneeling bow M|l to elders, who give M¥i= (gift money, traditionally in a small

silk pouch), and "=, which is said to add a year to your age. Hanbok is traditionally worn for the

sebae. Chuseok is the harvest festival, with a morning X}3| and fresh harvest offerings, and &M as

its defining food: half-moon rice cakes filled with sesame, chestnut, red bean or honey, steamed on
pine needles and often shaped by the whole family the night before. Customs vary widely between

families, and many now keep them simple.
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Weddings and Memorial Rites (general knowledge, unverified here)

The search did not cover wedding gift money, so treat these as general knowledge. Guests
commonly bring 2|3 in an envelope, and the amount depends on closeness, so ask a friend rather
than guess; there is no single correct figure. Guests usually dress neatly and avoid wearing all white.
H|A} is a family memorial rite for an ancestor, with food laid out and bows, and some families have
stopped or simplified it. The children's first-birthday party &%&tX]| is also a major family event, but

its customs were not covered by the search, so ask a Korean friend before you attend one.

As Heard in Dramas — S2}010]| A

Holiday episodes show the family kitchen: ¥ 2 X|= 7 =2} ("help me fry the pancakes"),
arguments about A AEZ|A (holiday stress), and a grandparent saying =0 = Z1ZSHA| X|LY
X} ("let's stay healthy this year too"). Younger relatives dread & 2Z3H? ("when will you get

married?"), a famous holiday question.

Grammar Pointer

The explaining ending -{=8 (Chapter 7) gives new information, while -&0}f reminds the listener
of something they already know. The short noun forms #| and & appeared in Chapter 9 (-= Al £%!
0{R) and Chapter 1; here you see the full noun clause behind them. Reported speech -Ct1! SR
(Chapter 8) is used in dialog 3 and 5 (1= AFEO| ULt s, BICtD S/RAHR).

# Try It Yourself — &

1. Say "At Seollal we eat tteokguk, as you know."

¥ Show answer

HE0= H=S HEOIR.

2. Say "Keeping tradition is important."

¥ Show answer

HES XI|= A2 29K,
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3. Say "Walking in hanbok is uncomfortable."

¥ Show answer

o= g d7|7t 2Hu K.

4. Say "The roads are jammed at Chuseok, you know."

¥ Show answer

=40{= Z0| 25| HotR.

5. Say "It differs from family to family."

¥ Show answer

A0t EEtR.

6. Tell a friend casually "Eating what Mum makes is the best, you see."

¥ Show answer

HOpZLofl == S4 He 2l ME EHE.
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