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Korean Basic Conversation 2

® Giving Opinions & Preferences — 2|41} F|

eo = 1 (short, open "uh") eu = — (unrounded "00")
kk, tt, pp, ss, jj = tense (tight, unaspirated) consonants

[ 1 = how the word is actually said, where it differs from the spelling

@ Asking for an Opinion — O{2#| A 2}35} 2 Comparing Cities — A20| B H
22 2

O] S} o{EH| dzdlia? MNEstm B =0 ofC|7t o ot
What do you think of this film? [oF)

Between Seoul and Busan, which do you like

ol % aF more?
M| dztoll= =2 xo|

I think it's really good.
0| M2 ECL} I Z0tK. Hict

X=
o

(=]
=]
7t A1 AR S0| TEG K.

I like Busan more than Seoul. It has the sea

and the people are friendly.
I think so too. The music was especially good.

T3 MS0| RLEDHH HR. 0

SOtR. i = H7| T OfF Mo 2. =o| ot

Right. The actors' performances were great < < )

. But Seoul is more convenient than Busan.
00.

The transport is good.
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174 8hotR.

That's true.

@ Preferences — F{I| Lt XS I FOtoiR @ Politely Disagreeing — 2M|2

Lot At Sof|M 2 SotdliR? =07 SO{EL} 022 A Z0tR.
Between coffee and tea, which do you like I think Korean is harder than English.

more?

M. M= =3 dZ0] EEtR. 2

M= AL=L RS O S0 2. S ofX|T U2 4K,

Ilike tea more than coffee. Well. I think a little differently. The grammar

is hard, but the pronunciation is easy.
ofe?

Why? 0 |-,

Oh, I see!

1AL

71I|S OfA|™ FO| oF 2t J=H| Of
Holl= AL 7t ®Y £0tL. 20| thol= "E o2l .
If I drink coffee I can't sleep. But in the But the vocabulary really is hard.

morning coffee is the best.

SR O HME S9dl .

Right! I agree with that.

® About a Drama — 1 E20} o{H0{R? ® Two Friends (casual) — 1

O{X| 2 =20t 2o R? X|Zlo| m| Xt S0 #7t & Fof?

Did you watch that drama yesterday? Which do you like more, chicken or pizza?
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H, ZtoiR. 127t =K. ® 4Ztof| =... = tt £24, X|Zl0| tf Zof!
= ZI=Xo| 74 ZH0} Q. Hmm... both are good, but chicken is better!
Yes. The story is sad. I think it's moving.

LiE! 20 M2 £2 2 ©50[0H
N=dH2ae. 22 X 2R, Same! But my favourite of all is tteokbokki!
I wasn't keen on it. It was a little boring.

Q, A 2IE!
JejR? dae (I e? Oh, fair enough, I agree with that!

Really? How was the ending?

AL MUK, J2iE K= 20|
L7t E0tLR.

The ending was OK. Still, I prefer comedies.

£L Key Phrases — 2% H3

SITUATION POLITE CASUAL

OB W2 R? o y2si?

eo-tteo-ke saeng-ga-kae-yo? eo-tteo-ke saeng-ga-kae?

What do you think?

M dZholl= .. (1) A 2ot LH M2foll= ...(-) A Zot.
| think .. Jje saeng-ga-ge-neun ...(n) geot ga- nae saeng-ga-ge-neun ...(n) geot

ta-yo. ga-ta.

Which do you like 271 o £01R? 271 £0}?

more? mwo-ga deo jo-a-yo? mwo-ga deo jo-a?

ME I 426l L. LEE 2 A AMzZts,

| agree. / | think so too.
jeo-do geu-reo-ke saeng-ga-kae-yo. na-do geu-reo-ke saeng-ga-kae.
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SITUATION POLITE CASUAL

2. =2 Mzto| et
= 1O o™ =] .
Well, | see it a bit =M. L= & et
i geul-sse-yo. jo-geum saeng-ga-gi
differently. geul-sse. na-neun jom dal-la.
dal-la-yo.

OtR. Stot. / 21!

ma-ja-yo. ma-ja. / in-jeong!

That's true.

8 Three Words for Opinions — SA}

EVERYDAY POLITE (-8) FORMAL (-HL|LC}) CASUAL

AMZESIQ AMZESHL|C} A ZH3
to think (*cl,'|7_||"cl)'|'|:|') o= o—d | o=
saeng-ga-kae-yo saeng-ga-kam-ni-da saeng-ga-kae

2ot CHELICE et
= =
to be different (CF2L} =

dal-la-yo da-reum-ni-da dal-la

ot HSLICE S¢ot
to be right; to fit (SfCh
ma-ja-yo mat-sseum-ni-da ma-ja

CIELC} belongs to a small group of "E-irregular" words: before -0t/0 the £ turns into 22}/2
2], so CIECt — 2. The same pattern gives 2ELCH — S22 ("I don't know"), =L}
— 2R ("fast") and EEL} —» =22 (the L2iE 22K of Chapter 2). Before a consonant

ending, nothing changes: CH&L|C}.

= Five Tools for Opinions

1. "I think / it seems" — -(2)L 7 Z0IR

Koreans soften opinions with 21 Z0}R ("it seems that"). Put the describing word before A in
the form you learned in Chapter 4 (-L /-2; -= for ULt/ QLI words), then add Z0tR: HO|U =
Zd 20} ("I think it's fun™), H|4 24 Z'0LR ("it seems expensive"), A Q1 71 ZHOLR ("he

seems to be a student"). For a present action use -= % ZO0I: H[7} 2= 2 Z0IR ("it looks
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like it's raining"). Saying "I think" this way is also humble: even people who are sure often add

it to avoid sounding blunt.
MEANING
&0t jo-eun geot ga-ta-yo it seems good
2 Z0L8 eo-ryeo-un geot ga-ta-yo it seems difficult
24 2Ot ma-sin-neun geot ga-ta-yo it seems tasty

2= A #OIL o-neun geot ga-ta-yo it seems to be coming

2. Comparing — ©C}

HL} after a noun means "than", and ] means "more": A| 20| EAHLCE H 7R ("Seoul is
bigger than Busan"). The order can be switched: 242 LCE A 20| E 7{R. Add EM for "much
more" and Z2 [ for "a bit more". The question is ASt1l B F0I|M |7t & £0tK? ("which

do you like more, A or B?"). To say what you prefer: X| = FI| 2L} X} = O £0}5lR.
KOREAN MEANING
deo / deol more / less
hwol-ssin deo much more
bi-seu-tae-yo it's similar
ttok-ga-ta-yo it's exactly the same

dul da both

3. The best — MY and 7%

Put M (everyday) or 7F& (a little more formal) before the describing word: O| Z0i|A] &| &

OFQUO{ R ("this is the tastiest of them"), F& A ES MY £0I5HR? (Chapter 6). The
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"among" word is Z0f|M (casually Z0]|). If the answer is "none of them", use B = + a negative:

HE Ot ZO0I5 K ("I don't like it much").

4. Agreeing and disagreeing — 2|2} HicH

STRENGTH

strongly agree

acknowledge

hesitate

mild disagreement

disagree

strong

disagreement

wan-jeon ma-ja-yo

Jjeo-do geu-reo-ke saeng-ga-

kae-yo

a, geu-reo-kun-yo

geul-sse-yo

Jjo-geum saeng-ga-gi dal-la-

4

geu-reo-chi a-na-yo

T3 OtL|0 2.

Jjeon-hyeo a-ni-e-yo

MEANING

totally right!

| think so too.

Oh, | see.

Well... (not sure)

| see it a bit

differently.

That's not so.

Not at all.

The polite pattern is: agree first, then add your difference. %0} 2. &M X =...

sounds much gentler than a flat OFL| 2. The ending -X| 20} is the written/formal way to say
"doesn't": EX| 40t

5. Talking about shows and films — E2}0tet Hs}

ENGLISH

fun; interesting

boring; not fun

moving

KOREAN

MO jae-mi-i-sseo-yo
MOojgioR / X2
rag=xafvlv(iel gam-dong-jeo-gi-e-yo
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ENGLISH KOREAN

sad SHR seul-peo-yo

funny AR ut-kkyeo-yo

scary mu-seo-wo-yo
famous yu-myeong-hae-yo
acting yeon-gi

plot; storyline Jul-geo-ri

ending gyeol-mal

M Vocabulary — 0{%]

ENGLISH

saeng-gak thought; opinion

ui-gyeon opinion; view

l-yu reason

mun-beop grammar

ba-reum pronunciation

da-neo word; vocabulary

gyo-tong transport; traffic

Jjul-geo-ri plot; storyline

gyeol-mal ending

yeon-gi acting; performance
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KOREAN ENGLISH

deo adverb
Je-il the most; best adverb
ga-jang the most (more formal) adverb
hwol-ssin far more; much adverb
byeol-lo not particularly (with a negative) adverb
dul da both

saeng-ga-ka-da to think

da-reu-da to be different adjective
mat-tta to be right; to fit

dong-ui-ha-da to agree

Softening an Opinion

Direct disagreement can feel confrontational in Korean, especially with someone older or senior.

Good polite habits: begin with M| or IO}, then use ATIL|; add M| 2t0{|= and 2 202

to your own view; and say 2= ("a little") before 2} 2. A chain like St0t2. 2 M| M| M2t0|=

22 CHE A 20} is both honest and polite.

HC}: Two Words, One Spelling

HLC}is both the verb "to see; to watch" (B2HE ¥} ) and the comparison particle "than" (2= Cf
E2l0p7} o £0}R). The particle is attached to the noun with no space and always goes with C or
a comparison. Context tells them apart: E2}0}ME Bt (I watch a drama) versus E2}0HELCH Ha}

7t & £0}R (1 like films more than dramas).

Opinions on Shows: Taste Words
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A fan says |2 X! ("it hit my taste exactly"). When opinions about something are split, Koreans
say =27} 2K ("likes and dislikes divide"), a polite way to say a show is controversial. And if
a critic says € 7|7} OF¢| | & ("the acting left something to be desired"), that is also a gentle way to

be negative: OF&IC} (Chapter 9) again.

As Heard in Dramas — E2t010]| A
Friends settle debates with Q1™ ("fair enough, I agree") and O X in chat (the same word, Chapter

10 style). A character who disagrees may say OF=l 24 ZF-20|? ("I don't think so...?") using the same

4 Z0tL pattern, with a rising tone.

Grammar Pointer

The describing-word forms before a noun (-L /-2 /-=) are from Chapter 4, the H-irregular words
(2, ¥, FMYK) from Chapter 6, the past tense (EUYHL, XAIFH 0 R) from Chapter 9, and
-(2)™ from Chapter 10. The new 2-irregular group (CI2LCt — E2tR) is introduced here. Chapter

12 is the last one: when things go wrong.

g Try It Yourself — &

1. Ask "What do you think of this film?"

¥ Show answer

2, Say "I think it's really fun."

¥ Show answer

A A 201K,

3. Say "Seoul is bigger than Busan."

¥ Show answer
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MNE0| BMELH AR,

4. Say "I like tea more than coffee."

¥ Show answer

XN= HIO| 2Lt AHS O SOl K.

5. Disagree politely: "Well... I see it a little differently."

¥ Show answer

M. XM=

d

=3 W2Ho| g2t

6. Ask a friend casually, "Which do you like more, chicken or pizza?"

¥ Show answer

X|Zlo|g m| X} Sofl #7t & E0t?
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