KOREAN LESSON

Basic Conversation 1 - Chapter 7 -
Days & Time
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Korean Basic Conversation 1

@ Days, Dates & Telling the Time — 2, 2%, A|Zt

yo = 1L ("yo" in "yoga") eo = 1 (short, open "uh") eu = — (unrounded "00")

[ 1 = how the word is actually said, where it differs from the spelling

Part 1 - Days, Months & Dates — 2%, &, ¢

@ What Day Is It? — 20| 22 g20/0|? @ A Birthday — 20| HAH|0L?

Aol AH0R?

What day is it today? When is your birthday?

TR0 K. AlE 2 20[oflR.

It's Wednesday. It's October 8th.

LHE=2R? =0 HAEO|MK?

And tomorrow? What's today's date?

=R0[0 K. Alg 2 20|, Z0|HL!

It's Thursday. It's October 5th. Soon, then!
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Days of the week — ¢

Each day is a one-syllable word plus 2% ("day of the week"). Remember the two sound

changes in the Say it column: the final consonant of the first syllable links to R &.

MEANING OF FIRST SYLLABLE

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

wo-ryo-il

hwa-yo-il

su-yo-il

mo-gyo-il

geu-myo-il

to-yo-il

(-ryo-il

wood

metal; gold

earth

Months — &

Sino-Korean number + #. Two months are irregular: June is & (not &) and October is Al

& (not &E.

IETVETY

February

March

April

May

i-rwol

i-wol

sa-mwol

sa-wol

o-wol

yu-wol
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July

August

September

October

November

December

chi-rwol

pa-rwol

gu-wol

si-wol

si-bi-rwol

sip-i-wol




Dates — &

The day of the month is a Sino-Korean number + &: 2 & (5th), &2 & (15th), O| &l &F &

(e]|
o

a
(23rd). Ask "which month" with 3R 2 and "which day of the month" with Al (never 2).
Korean dates go from big to small: year — month — day, so 10 October 2026 is 0| 0| &

o
ENERYED

Part 2 - Telling the Time — A|Zt

@) What Time Is It? — X|2 © Al0llR? @ Meeting Up — 3 Al0]] BiLER?

ARLIC X5 H AloR?

Excuse me. What time is it now?

M Al A2 20[0 L.

It's 3:15.

AL

Thank you.

Hours — native numbers + A|

LHY S Alof BiLER?

What time shall we meet tomorrow?

LT H& Al HHof 2R,

Let's meet at 7:30 in the evening.

Z0IR. LHE 2!

Great. See you tomorrow!

Four native numbers shorten before Al: $, &, Ml, Ul. So 1 o'clock is 2F A|, not StLt Al

il-gop si

yeo-deol si
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KOREAN KOREAN

M| Al se si : = a-hop si

H| Al ne si yeol si
CHA Al da-seot si yeol-han si

oAl A yeo-seot si yeol-du si

Minutes — Sino-Korean numbers + £

KOREAN
M Al 2 se si o bun
M A& &2 se st sip bun
M Al HL & se si si-bo bun
Ml Al &8 2 or M| Al BF se si sam-sip bun / se si ban
M A A2 &2 se si sa-si-bo bun
8t means "half", so M| A| €l is "half past three". Add 2% (morning, a.m.) or 2%

(afternoon/evening, p.m.) in front when it is not clear from context: 28 & Al =10 a.m., 2F

U&E Al = 7 p.m. To say at a time, add Ofl: M| A[0f] BILIR.

Part 3 - Making Plans — 2%

® A Meeting (formal) — $|2| A|Zt ® Two Friends (casual) — Z=2Ho|  sli?

99| 7F S AUL7t? EQ | AlZERl04?

What time is the meeting? Are you free on Saturday?
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=28

Friday at 10:30 a.m.

|Ck ZFAFEILICE.

Understood. Thank you.

U, S A[Of] ZhLE?

Yeah. What time do we meet?

& Alof| 2FLEXF

Let's meet at two!

A Key Phrases — 2%t H%

SITUATION

What day is it?

What's the date?

When is ...?

What time is it?

What time shall we meet?

Are you free?

POLITE

RS0 F& RE0|0K?

oneurl museun yoirieyo?

Q=0 HEOMK?

oneuri myeochirieyo?

.0l/7F AX[o 272
...[/ga eonjeyeyo?

Xz &R AloL?

Jlgeum myeot siyeyo?

R Alof 2LER?

myeot sie mannayo?

A2t JAAR?

sigan isseoyo?

CASUAL

Q= B& Yo0|of?

oneul museun yoiriya?

Q= HEO|OF?

oneul myeochiriya?

..0l/7t &1H|OF?

...[/ga eonjeya?

Xz R AlOF?

Jigeum myeot siya?

R Aloj 2ELf?

myeot sie manna?

NHEIE

sigan isseo?

# Three Verbs You Can Already Use — SA}
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EVERYDAY POLITE (-8) FORMAL (-HL|LC})

oH IR DHEFL|CE
to meet (THLICH =
mannayo lglelalaleloalallee]

2 ZLICt
to see (EChH = '
bwayo bomnida
AL ASLCt

(sseoyo itseumnida

to have; to exist (ULCH

8 Vocabulary — 0{3]

ENGLISH

o-neul today

nae-il tomorrow

eo-je yesterday

Ji-geum

yo-il day of the week

Jju-mal weekend

saeng-il birthday

wol month

day of the month

o'clock; hour (of the clock)

minute

half; half past
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ENGLISH
o-jeon a.m.; morning
o-hu p.m.; afternoon
si-gan time; free time; hours (duration)
myeot how many; what (number) question word
eon—je when question word
myeo-chil what day of the month question word
man-na-da to meet

bo-da to see; to watch

Two Number Systems in One Sentence

M| Al &2 2 uses both: Ml (native 3) for the hour and 22 (Sino-Korean 15) for the minutes. The
counter decides: A| takes native numbers, while &£, & and € take Sino-Korean numbers. Sound

check: M2 is said "si-bo", and A|'2 (October) has no H at all.

Al vs AJZH
Al names a clock time (M| Al, three o'clock); AlZt is an amount of time (M| A|Z}, three hours) and

also means free time (A ZF QO K2 ?). Mixing them up is a common learner slip.

As Heard in Dramas — E2}0}0j| M

Two things you will hear all the time: 2fZ; ("an appointment, a promise to meet") as in oFE QIR

("I have plans"), and friends suggesting -X}: 5 A|O| BELEXE (Met's meet at two"), as in dialog 6.

Characters also say ® A|OF? in a panic when they are late.

Grammar Pointer
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The two number systems and their counters are in Korean Grammar 1, chapter 9. The particle 0| for
"at (a time)" is covered in Korean Grammar 1, chapter 4, and the copula 0]0|& /0| in Korean

Grammar 1, chapter 5.

g Try It Yourself — &

1. Say "Today is Friday and tomorrow is Saturday."

¥ Show answer

L2 a2Y002. Y2 EQRY0|0 K.

2, Say "June 6th" and "October 10th".

¥ Show answer

o
= Yand Al E A &

3. Ask politely what time it is, then answer "It's 9:20".

¥ Show answer

Xz R AlR? —0ks Al 0| & 20[0f|K.

4. Say "Let's meet at half past seven (p.m.)".

¥ Show answer

5. Which is right for 4:00: Ul Al or A} Al?
¥ Show answer
H| Al. Hours use native numbers (and 4 shortens to 4|).

6. Ask a friend casually whether they're free on Sunday.
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¥ Show answer

LR AlZE RL0{?
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