KOREAN LESSON

Basic Conversation 1 - Chapter 6 -
Your Job
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Korean Basic Conversation 1

= Talking About Your Job — ¢!

eo = 1 (short, open "uh") eu = — (unrounded "00") ae = H (like the vowel in "bed")

[ 1 = how the word is actually said, where it differs from the spelling

(1 What Do You Do? — £& U2 siM|R? @ A Student — CHEHH0j0f|2

S otMlR? Yo FHolR?

What do you do for a living? What's your occupation?

K= =2AFE 00 K. MZS0[A ZaliK. K= eHdojo| . tietuof CHAR.

I'm an office worker. I work in Seoul.

I'm a student. I go to university.

Of, J2fR? HO| MO|AHK?
R 3RS
Oh, really? Is the work interesting?

What do you study?

L, ZHO| AN 2.
d7E 3REda.
Yes, it is.

I study computing.
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@ A Teacher — MAMLIO|M|2? @ Working With Computers — ZRE| 2|A}
ol A

LS SHM|R?
D& AL oHHR?
What do you do?
What do you do?

SuoM oS 72X K.
ARE 2lAM 7|s X[E LS 8K,
I teach English at a school.

I work in technical support at a computer

Ol', MY EHOIMR? company.

Oh, you're a teacher?

HEHE A2

L'”, MAEHO[0 K. Are you busy?

Yes, I am.

|, O3 HittR. J2i = RHO|U0 2.

Yes, very busy. But it's fun.

® Two Friends (casual) — XI3177|2]

L £ & ol?

OC[Of| M ZSH&iL|77t?
What do you do?

Where do you work?

Lt 20| A Lo,

9 glAof| M &
o

ol|C

I work at a bank.

o
I work at a trading company. I'm a section

chief in the sales team.
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A bank clerk? Cool!

S.4He?

Yeah. And you?
Oh, you're a section chief? Nice to meet you.

L Key Phrases — 2% E3

SITUATION

=0 al 3
f& A l?
What do you do?
museun il-eul haseyo? museun il hae?

20| Ho?
What's your occupation? Jjigeobi mwoyeyo?

(formal: 2] 40| FAUL[7}?)

2ol #of?

Jjigeobi mwoya?

e ..ooe /. e Lt= ...0|OF / ...0F

Jjeoneun ...ileyo / ...yeyo naneun ...lya /...ya

Nz A=A LS8R Lt= Zt= At 22 ol

| work as a ... (job + work)
jeoneun ganhosa il-eul haeyo naneun ganhosa il-eul hae

HHEHOM Lol HEO A L

byeongwon-eseo ilhaeyo byeongwon-eseo ilhae

| work at a ...

OfC|ofl M Lot O C|0f[ A 23H?

Where do you work?
eodi-eseo ilhaseyo? eodi-eseo ilhae?

shiolofl 2. cHstwof| CHeR. St 0[Of. CHSF W of CHLe.
I'm a student haksaeng-ieyo. daehakgyo-e haksaeng-iya. daehakgyo-e

danyeoyo. danyeo.
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SITUATION

HZ 8Q7 DA ZE

What do you study?

museun gongbu-reul haeyo?

Are you a teacher? MO M 27

(not used)

(respectful) seonsaengnim-iseyo?

8 Three Verbs You Can Already Use — SA}

museun gongbu hae?

EVERYDAY POLITE (-R) FORMAL (-HL|LC})

AR
ilhaeyo

to work (&SFCh

CHH R

to attend (CHL|Ch)
danyeoyo

7IEMR

to teach (2 X|LC})
gareuchyeoyo

€ Jobs and Workplaces —

EREIS,

iglelaglallele]

CHELIC

danimnida

Zt=ELct

gareuchimnida

A1} 2E

CASUAL

ELl

ilhae

C}LA

danyeo

TIEX

gareuchyeo

Jobs

student

teacher

professor

hak-ssaeng

seon-saeng-nim

gyo-su
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doctor

office worker

bank clerk

civil servant

engineer

(software) developer

cook; chef

police officer

singer

actor

journalist

writer

KOREAN

=

=7}

ui-sa

gan-ho-sa

hoe-sa-won

eun-haeng-won

gong-mu-won

en-ji-ni-eo

gae-bal-jja

yo-ri-sa

gyeong-chal

ga-su

bae-u

gi-ja

Jjak-kka

Many job words end in the same handful of syllables: -2 means a member or worker (2| AFH,

, S22, -Al a trained professional (Al ZtZ AL, R E2|A}), -KF a person who does

something (ZHE XL, 7| X} and -7} a specialist or artist (2f7}). Spotting these helps you guess

new words.

Places of work and study

KOREAN | WORK/STUDY THERE

company 2| Al hoesa 2| AtOf| M Lol
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| WORK/STUDY THERE

hospital

bank

school

restaurant

university

M Titles at Work and Respectful Forms — %

In a Korean office a colleague or boss is usually addressed by surname + job title + &, not

by name. The ' is a respectful suffix and shouldn't be left out for someone senior.

ROUGH MEANING
AEY sajangnim company president

Y bujangnim department head

'" timjangnim team leader

A gwajangnim section chief; manager

CH2I'" daerinim assistant manager

When you ask a respected person whether they hold a job, the copula changes too: 0/0|2 /0|2
becomes O|MIR/MIL.

RESPECTFUL
MMEO]0f| 27 (after a consonant) MMEO|M|R? seonsaengnim-iseyo?

O|ALO|| 27 (after a vowel) O|AIMILR? uisa-seyo?
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RESPECTFUL

A IL|CE 7 IHEE oo 2 oHEEO| ML 72 gwajangnim-isimnikka? (formal question)

M Vocabulary — 0{%]

ENGLISH

Jji-geop occupation; job

work; job; task

hoe-sa company

hoe-sa-won office worker

hak-ssaeng student

dae-hak-kkyo university

seon-saeng-nim teacher

ui-sa doctor

gan-ho-sa

eun-haeng-won bank clerk

en-ji-ni-eo engineer

gae-bal-jja developer

gong-bu study

il-ha-da to work

da-ni-da to attend; to go regularly to
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ENGLISH

ga-reu-chi-da to teach

mu-seun what (kind of) question word
sa-jang-nim company president; boss

tim-jjang-nim team leader

gwa-jang-nim section chief; manager

Two Ways to Ask — and to Answer

To ask what someone does, F& €2 SIMR? ("what work do you do?") is the standard polite
question. 0| HHIL? ("what's your occupation?") is polite and a little more direct, like a form;
the very formal version is X0 2 IL|7? You can answer with just the job: A& ZtZAIH|R, or
by naming the work: M= Zt2 Al 2E S ("I do nurse's work"). To add where, put the place and

Ol M in front: HR A Y8 L (Korean Grammar 1, chapter 4).

Titles Replace Names

In Korean companies people are called by surname + title + &, such as 2 &4, 1t would

sound rude to call a senior colleague by their first name. The same pattern covers other roles: ul

= (professor), 7| AHE (driver or technician). Newer or junior staff are, according to one source,

often addressed by name + '& or M| instead of a rank; rank titles are also being questioned in some
companies today, so listen to what colleagues around you say. Outside work, a shop or restaurant

owner is often called AP too.

As Heard in Dramas — E2}0}0j| M

Office dramas show the ladder in action: &Y, &Y, 2245 and APEE or CHEY (the head of a
company) are used in nearly every scene, with polite endings (-M|&, -HL|C}). Juniors reply U,
&LICt ("yes, understood"). Away from the office the same characters switch to casual speech with

friends. Students often say they 2H} ("part-time job") on the side.

Grammar Pointer
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0|0il2/0|R is explained in Korean Grammar 1, chapter 5; the particle 0l A] (where an action
happens) in Korean Grammar 1, chapter 4; the polite endings and the respectful -M|& in Korean

Grammar 1, chapter 10; and how verbs like 28| 2 are built in Korean Grammar 1, chapter 6.

g Try It Yourself — &

1. Say "I'm a student" and "I'm a doctor" politely.

¥ Show answer

K= et MO0, and M= QAN L.

2, Ask a stranger what they do for a living (polite), and then a friend (casual).

¥ Show answer

& LS SHMR? and F& L olf?

3. Say "I work at a bank."

¥ Show answer

20| A Lol R. (Eunhaeng-eseo ilhaeyo.)

4. Say "I'm a teacher and I teach English at a school."

¥ Show answer

M= 0|0, SuoM HHE 7IE2MK.

5. How do you address Mr Kim, a department head, politely?

¥ Show answer

Zel (surname + title + ).

6. Choose 0/0f|2 or 0ll2: Z|AFR O[A}
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¥ Show answer

S|AROI0 R, oAt R, M d'HOl R, HEXIC L.
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