KOREAN LESSON

Basic Conversation 1 - Chapter 3 -
Numbers & Contact Details
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Korean Basic Conversation 1

B Numbers, Age & Contact Details — <X}2} HzHA

eo = 1 (short, open "uh")  eu = — (unrounded "00") ae = H (like the vowel in "bed")

[ 1 = how the word is actually said, where it differs from the spelling

@ Part 1— A Room Number — &t HS @ Part 1 — Counting Practice — <X} A&

orEStM . &Oo| H 20 K? 2, 0|, &, Af, 2!

>

Hello. What's the room number?

20| 20| K.

It's room 312.

| =27 ZHAFRILICE.

Room 312? Thank you.

One, two, three, four, five!

(=) o
jzl-, g, EP, ?‘, *IZI!

Six, seven, eight, nine, ten!

o R!

Well done!

@ Part 2 — How Old Are You? — 3 £t0]0j| @ Part 2 — Asking Politely — L}0]7} o]
EMR?

A|BLICE LIO|7} o= A E|M|R?
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How old are you?

A=CHA &0loflR. X ME=R?

I'm 25. And you, Jiyeon?

®) Part 3 — A Phone Number — M3}tHS

otHS 7} 2 0f|R?

What's your phone number?

It's 010, 1234, 5678.

CHA| ohH 50l =M K.

Please say that once more.

Hl. 23, LO|atAl, LEEE0(0| K.

b >

Sure. 010, 1234, 5678.

Excuse me. May I ask your age?

Ot & 200 K.

I'm 42.

Of, J2H? ZtAtStL|LCE.

Oh, I see. Thank you.

® Part 3 — Email and Messaging — O|H|
i g L

O™ =27t A =M R?

What's your email address?

amy =0| gmail  comO|¥| K.

It's amy at gmail dot com.

FIEE A0R?

Do you have KakaoTalk too?

H|, AN K.

Yes, I do.

(D Part 1 — Sino-Korean Numbers 0 to 100 — $tX}0{ =X}
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3/

yeong / gong ' ' yuk chil Jolell qu sip

From 11 you simply put the numbers together, tens first. There is no special word for 11, 12 or

20.

NUMBER BUILT AS

11 10 + 1 si-bil

12 10 + 2 A si-bi

16 10 + 6 sim-nyuk

20 2 x10 Al (-Sip

25 2x10+5 = i-si-bo

30 3x10 sam-sip

40 4 x 10 Al sa-sip

50 5x10 o-sip

60 6 x 10 yuk-ssip

70 7 x 10 chil-ssip

80 8 x 10 pal-ssip

90 9 x 10 qgu-sip

9%x10+9 A gu-sip-gu
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NUMBER BUILT AS KOREAN
100 = baek

312 3 hundreds + 12 sam-baek-si-bi

A or 2? Two Words for Zero

A yeong is zero in counting and sums; & gong is the zero you say when reading out a phone

far Ko ] Jure §

number (010 is 3¥3). Nobody says FLF.

Watch the Sound of 6

The number & is said "yuk" on its own, but after a vowel (or after 2) it is often said & "ryuk": the
digits 5 and 6 read one after another in a phone number sound like 2% "o-ryuk". Number 16, &5,
is said "sim-nyuk". You don't have to write this, only recognise it when you hear it (Korean

Grammar 1, chapter 2).

@ Part 2 — Native Korean Numbers and Age — 1180
o} Lto

ottt = Al ChA A ErE G ot €&

[=]

hana dul net daseot yeoseot ilgop yeodeol ahop yeol

The tens have their own words: 2= seumul 20, A £ seoreun 30, IF2 maheun 40, £l swin

ol

50, of| = yesun 60, =< ileun 70, oHE yeodeun 80, O}= aheun 90. Put the ones after the tens:

AZCH 25, MNESE 32, OIEE 4.

Age with &
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The counter for years of age is & sal. Five numbers change shape in front of it: SfLI — 2F =

SEM MUY AR AR

han sal

se sal

yeol sal

yeo-ra-hop sal
seu-mu sal
seu-mul-da-seot sal
seo-reun sal

Al ma-heun-du sal

To say your age: N|= A= LI &0|H|K. (I am 25.) To ask: H 2F0[0{| 2 ? with people of your

own age or younger, or the more polite L}0|7} {2 #| E|M|R2? The word Lt0| nai means

"Korean Age" Is Gone

For many years a Korean was born "one year old" and gained a year every 1 January, so people were
often one or two years older than their age elsewhere. On 28 June 2023 South Korea adopted the
international way of counting age (the age you would give in Britain) as the official standard. Some
legal areas, such as military service, school entry and the legal drinking and smoking ages, still
count by calendar year. Older Korean speakers, and dramas set before 2023, may still use the old

system, so if you are puzzled by an age, you can ask.

Why Koreans Ask Your Age

Age decides which speech level two people use and what they call each other (older friends are

called by special words you will meet in Chapter 5), so you may be asked how old you are soon after

Korean Lesson - Basic Conversation 1 - Chapter 3 - Numbers & Contact Details - Page 6 of 11




meeting. It is usually normal, not rude, but among adults you've just met it is kinder to wait or to

use the polite LIO| 7} H{EA| E|M|R? — and you are free not to answer.

@ Part 3 — Phone Numbers, Email and Messaging — X3}
tH< 9} O] |

NUMBER

010-1234-5678

010-9012-3456

S O] At =

gong-il-gong, il-i-sam-sa, o-ryuk-chil-pal

gong-il-gong, gu-gong-i-ri, sam-sa-o-ryuk

Pause between the groups. If you want to say the hyphen, you can read it as O (written 2|, said

"e"): U Of] LO|AAL 0ff 2LFEIZ. Most people simply pause. To say "My number is ..."

add 0|0|R or 0K, chosen by the last digit (Chapter 2):

LAST DIGIT
19,34,6%9,7%,

20[,4 A, 52,9+

Contact words

KOREAN

HopHs

jeonhwabeonho
SLHE hyudaepon

AKX yeollakcheo

ENDS IN

Zo consonant

vowel

MEANING

phone number

mobile phone

contact details

ENDING EXAMPLE

0[]0l L2SEE00[L

ofl 2 AR 02

HotHo It 70 R?
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KOREAN MEANING EXAMPLE

OfH| & F=27t OEA |
NR?

O|H|& F2 imeil juso email address

=M0| golbaengi the @ sign (literally a sea snail) amy =0| gmail
H jeom dot gmail & com

KakaoTalk, the messaging app most
71 katok 7S A0 R?
Koreans use

Asking for a Number Politely

HEIHE 22 =M R means "please let me know your contact details", and HetHs & e =
ML "could you tell me your phone number?" The little word = jom softens a request, a bit like
"please" or "just". To ask for something to be said again: C}A| 2HH &6 M| (CHA| = again, B

¥ = once). Korean Grammar 1, chapter 10 explains the polite request ending -M|R.

B Three More Verbs — SA}

EVERYDAY POLITE (-8) FORMAL (-HL|C}H CASUAL

ototx orL|C} oto}
to know (&LCh = = =
arayo amnida ara

=0t DEL|C} =t
to not know (EELC}H = = =
mollayo moreumnida molla

. ol TefLict ot
to say, to speak (HStChH )
malhaeyo malhamnida malhae

M Vocabulary — 0{%]
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KOREAN

yeong

gong

beo-no

Jjeon-hwa-beo-no

hyu-dae-pon

yeol-lak-cheo

i-me-il

Ju-so

gol-baeng-i

Jjeom

ka-tok

ho

myeot

da-si

Jjom

al-da

mo-reu-da

ENGLISH

zero (counting) number

zero (phone numbers) number

number

phone number

mobile phone

contact details

email

address

@ sign

dot; point

KakaoTalk (messaging app)

age

years old (counter) counter

room number (counter) counter

how many; what number question word

again adverb

please; a little (softener) adverb

to know

to not know
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ENGLISH

mal-ha-da to say, to speak

As Heard in Dramas — E2}010f| A

You will hear R &10]|0}? (casual "how old are you?") and & &0]0|&? a lot, because in a drama two
people often work out who is older before deciding how to speak to each other. Phone numbers are
rarely spoken in full on screen; instead characters say HZ & F or 715 off (or 7} B4, "T'

message you"). Ages in dramas are usually given with the native numbers: A& & AE & Of=

Ak
=.

Grammar Pointer

The two number systems are explained in Korean Grammar 1, chapter 9 (including the counters

and the five short forms before a counter). The sound changes in numbers (&€ "sim-nyuk", 2%

"o-ryuk") come from Korean Grammar 1, chapter 2.

# Try It Yourself — H&

1. Say 17, 45 and 100 in Sino-Korean.

¥ Show answer

ME AN, B (Sip-chil, sa-si-bo, baek.)
2. Read out the phone number 010-5678-9012.
¥ Show answer

T+50| (Gong-il-gong, o-ryuk-chil-pal, gu-gong-i-ri.)

3. Say "I am 25" and "I am 30."

¥ Show answer
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Xe= A= A0[0[R. and K= M E &0[0] K.

4. Which number system do you use for an age, and which for a phone number?
¥ Show answer

Age (with &) uses the native numbers; phone numbers use the Sino-Korean numbers,

with & for zero.

5. Ask someone's phone number, then ask them politely to say it again.

¥ Show answer

Mot 7t R0 R? and CHA| SHH 2HEH FAHK.

6. Why is "twenty years old" 2% & and not 2= &f?

¥ Show answer

Five native numbers take a short form before a counter: o, &, M|, 4| and 2A%. So A= (20)

becomes A% in front of &!.
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