KOREAN LESSON

Basic Conversation 1 - Chapter 1 -
Greetings & Goodbyes
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Korean Basic Conversation 1

§ Greetings & Goodbyes — 2lA}

eo = 1 (short, open "uh")  eu = — (unrounded "00") ae = H (like the vowel in "bed")

[ 1 = how the word is actually said, where it differs from the spelling (Korean Grammar 1, chapter 2)

(D Haven't Seen You for a While — 22Hato]| @ At the Office — S|AOIAM

oHFotMIR, Bl M.
Hello, Minsu. (M| is a polite "Mr/Ms"; see
Chapter 2.)

oHASIAIR? & XILHAIR?

Of, QHaSHM| R, X[H M!
Hello. How have you been?

Oh, hello, Jiyeon!

|, & XL, ZHAFL(C
& XLiM?
Yes, I've been well. Thank you.

How are you?

Moo .
|, & X|LHR. & 2.
Not at all.

Yes, I'm well. See you again.
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@ Sorry! — E|&ELIC}

E| S CH

I'm so sorry!

I'm really sorry.

OtL|0ll 2, 2HEOIR.

No, really, it's fine.

® Leaving a Friend's Home — Z0j|A

ergs| A M K.

Goodbye. (I'm leaving, you're staying.)

HAS| 7M. £ QM K.

Goodbye. (You're leaving, I'm staying.) Come

again.

|, ZAAFL|CE QP3| F2AM|R.

Yes, thank you. Good night.

@ Knocking at a Door — &2 20IA

ARt

Excuse me. (May I come in?)

4|, E0{2AM 2.

Yes, please come in.

orgotMlR. ZHAretLICt.

Hello. Thank you.

® Two Friends (casual) — XI310{|A|

oHE! & X|L?

Hi! How've you been?

Yeah, I'm well. And you?

Lt & X|LH. 23 & B2

Me too. Well then, see you!
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S, & 7H 100!

Yeah, bye! Thanks!

/£ Key Phrases — 382

SITUATION POLITE CASUAL

otdstAlR ord
annyeonghaseyo annyeong
2 X|LiNR7? = X|LY?

How have you been?
Jjal jinaeseyo? jaljinae?

ZEAFSELICE 7 DBEAL|IC
(] |'|=| | |'/J—|:||=| | |' —_'Lul"?’-l

gomawo

Thank you gamsahamnida [ZAFELICH / gomapseumnida

[2EfELICH

Mool OfL|Of

cheonmaneyo

You're welcome

Z[SgLCh/ of kgLl
I'm sorry
Jjoesonghamnida / mianhamnida

H&O0FR

It's okay
gwaenchanayo [#IXILI L] gwaenchana

Excuse me (entering, passing, AlgletL|Ct
. . (not used)
interrupting) sillyehamnida

ohds| JkMIR &7
Goodbye (you are staying) 0l 7t = 7
annyeonghi gaseyo Jjal ga
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SITUATION POLITE CASUAL

rEs| AM K E A

Goodbye (you are leaving)
annyeonghi gyeseyo Jal isseo

IE HQ L A

See you again
tto bwayo tto bwa

M| ERHIR (to elders) SR

annyeonghi jumuseyo jalja

Good night

| / OtL| R S / OfL

ne / aniyo eung / ani

8 Three Verbs You Can Already Use — SA}

EVERYDAY POLITE

(-2) FORMAL (-HL]|C}) CASUAL RESPECTFUL (-MR)

7t ZLICE 7t 7tH 2

to go (ZICh )
gayo gamnida ga gaseyo

et SLICt of N

to come (2Lh :
wayo omnida wa oseyo

UASLICt AN 2

to be, to stay AR . . B _
itseumnida [2& gyeseyo (special

(UALCh isseoyo
L/ch respectful form)

How the Goodbyes Work

QHAS| means "in peace". The person who stays says 2H'd35] 7FM|R ("go in peace", from 7tC}) to the
person leaving. The person who leaves says 2H'd3| HMR ("stay in peace", from the respectful form
of L. The casual versions work the same way: the one staying says & 7}, the one leaving says &

Q0. If you are both walking away, say 2t'd38] 7tM|R to each other.
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< Hello, Thanks and Sorry — QlA}, ZHAL, Afa}

MEANING KOREAN HOW IT IS USED
hello QHASIM| R annyeonghaseyo  the everyday greeting, all day, to anyone

oHF St L7t speeches, announcements, news, very
hello (very formal) )
annyeonghasimnikka formal settings

hello (casual) ot annyeong friends and family; also means "bye"

hello (on the ) .
HE MR yeoboseyo answering or starting a phone call
phone)

thank you YAFSLICE gamsahamnida safe in every setting; shops, hotels, offices

R equally polite, often heard between people
thank you (warm) &LICE gomapseumnida
who know each other

apologising to strangers, customers,
I'm very sorry Z| & SLICt joesonghamnida .
superiors

I'm sorry 0| t&LICE mianhamnida a lighter apology; 0|26l to friends

excuse me (calling ) ) )
X718 jeogiyo getting a waiter's or a stranger's attention
someone)

8 Vocabulary — 0{3]

ENGLISH

an-nyeong-ha-se-yo hello

_ goodbye (said to the one
an-nyeong-hi ga-se-yo eaving)
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ENGLISH

. goodbye (said by the one
an-nyeong-hi gye-se-yo leaving)

an-nyeong hi / bye (casual)

gam-sa-ham-ni-da thank you

go-map-sseum-ni-da thank you (warm)

Jjwe-song-ham-ni-da I'm very sorry

mi-an-ham-ni-da I'm sorry

sil-lye-ham-ni-da excuse me (entering, passing)

gwaen-cha-na-yo it's okay; I'm fine

yes

a-ni-yo

jal ji-nae-se-yo how have you been?

cheon-ma-ne-yo you're welcome; not at all

tto bwa-yo see you again

an-nyeong-hi ju-mu-se-

Yo

good night (respectful)

Jal ja-yo good night (to someone close)

deu-reo-o-se-yo please come in

Jjeo-gi-yo excuse me (calling someone)

yeo-bo-se-yo hello (on the phone)
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Real Korean Tip — Bowing (2!A})

A greeting is often accompanied by a bow. For everyday hellos and thanks a small nod of the head
(sometimes with a slight bend from the waist) is enough. A deeper bow, from the waist at about 30
degrees, is used in business and to show respect; the deepest bow, at about 45 degrees, is for sincere
thanks or apology. Bow to people who are older than you or senior to you, such as teachers, bosses

and officials.

One Hello for the Whole Day

Unlike English "good morning / good afternoon / good evening", 2F'd6tMIR works from morning to
night, and it is also the greeting you give a stranger when you make eye contact. It isn't really a
question, so you don't answer "I'm fine"; you just say it back. To ask how someone has been,
especially if you haven't seen them for a while, use & X|LHM|2? The word 2t itself means peace or
well-being, which is why 2H'ESHM| R is often explained as "are you at peace?" Casual 2'd? is a short

form of it.

Which Goodbye in a Shop or Café?

The rule "the one who leaves says 2t'd 3| AH[M|R" is clearest at someone's home or office. In a shop,
restaurant or café, staff usually say 2H'85] ZFMIR to you as you leave, and customers often just say &
AFEILICE. Learners' sources disagree about whether customers should also say 2H'd 3| AM R, so treat

this as a tendency, not a rule: a smile and ZFAFEHL|C} is always safe.

As Heard in Dramas — E2}0}0]| A

In Korean TV shows you will mostly hear casual speech (2t'2) between friends and family: 2Hd,
E 7L, g, notey, ojetsl, EOF? ("Are you okay?", very common in dramas). The same sentences
with -8 or -HL|LC} on the end appear when characters speak to bosses, elders or strangers, so
switches between the two levels tell you how characters feel about each other. On the phone,
characters answer with ({2 M| 2. Don't copy casual speech with strangers or older people, though,

even if characters do among themselves.

Grammar Pointer

The endings you saw here are explained in Korean Grammar 1, chapter 6 (the everyday polite -R),

chapter 10 (the formal -HL|C} and the respectful -M|2) and chapter 2 (why ZFAFZHLIC} is said "gam-

sa-ham-ni-da" and O "gwaen-cha-na-yo").
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g Try It Yourself — H&

1. You meet the receptionist at your hotel. What do you say?

¥ Show answer

Ot ASIM|R. (Annyeonghaseyo.)

2. You bump into a stranger on the street. What do you say, and how might they reply?

¥ Show answer

Z| &L Tt (Joesonghamnida.) They might reply 210l L . (Gwaenchanayo.)

3. You are leaving a friend's flat and your friend is staying. What do you say, and what

does your friend say?

¥ Show answer

You say 2HE S| A|M| 2. (Annyeonghi gyeseyo.) Your friend says 2HE S| 7IM| K.
(Annyeonghi gaseyo.)

4. You knock at an office door and want to ask permission to enter. What do you say?

¥ Show answer

Al2d|2fL|C}. (Sillyehamnida.) The person inside might say SH M. (Deureooseyo.)
5. Which is casual and which is polite: 2t'8 and PHISIHN| 2
¥ Show answer

QFd is casual (friends and family); HASHM| R is polite (everyone else).

6. What is the difference in meaning between 7tAM|2 and A|M| 2 in the goodbyes?

¥ Show answer
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7FM|R comes from ZICt, "to go", so it is said to the person who is leaving. A|M| 2 comes

from the respectful form of UL, "to be, to stay", so it is said to the person who is staying.
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