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Korean Basic Conversation 1

¥ Greetings & Goodbyes — QIA}

eo = 1 (short, open "uh") eu = — (unrounded "00") ae = H (like the vowel in "bed")

[ 1 = how the word is actually said, where it differs from the spelling (Korean Grammar 1, chapter 2)

(1) Haven't Seen You for a While — 22Hi0t0j| @ At the Office — 2| AF0f| M

HASIAIR, Tl M.

Hello, Minsu. (M| is a polite "Mr/Ms"; see
Chapter 2.)

oHISIAIR? & X|LHAR?

Of, eHASIAMIR, X[H M!
Hello. How have you been?

Oh, hello, Jiyeon!

|, & X|LH 2. ZAFLICE
B XUiM?
Yes, I've been well. Thank you.

How are you?

Mot 2.
H|, & X|LHR. & 5.
Not at all.

Yes, I'm well. See you again.

Korean Basic Conversation 1 - Page 2




@ Sorry! — E|&&L|C}

X &L CH

I'm so sorry!

I'm really sorry.

OfL|0f| 2, EHEOIR.

No, really, it's fine.

® Leaving a Friend's Home — Z0|A

oHgs| AMIR.

Goodbye. (I'm leaving, you're staying.)

QHHS| 7tM| K. B 24M(K.

Goodbye. (You're leaving, I'm staying.) Come

again.

H|, ZARILICE ehds] FEAM| K.

Yes, thank you. Good night.

@ Knocking at a Door — &2 20IA

Excuse me. (May I come in?)

H|, S0|2AIK.

Yes, please come in.

OHASIM| 2. ZHAFRHLICE.

Hello. Thank you.

® Two Friends (casual) — XI310{|A|

org1 & X[Lh?

Hi! How've you been?

S, Z X|Lh. H=2?

>

Yeah, I'm well. And you?

Lt & X[, 2F &= 2

Me too. Well then, see you!
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S, & 7H 100!

Yeah, bye! Thanks!

/£ Key Phrases — 582

SITUATION

How have you been?

Thank you

You're welcome

I'm sorry

It's okay

Excuse me (entering, passing,

interrupting)

Goodbye (you are staying)

POLITE

orgotMlR

annyeonghaseyo

H X|LHM[R?

Jjal jinaeseyo?

ZArLICH, RS CH
gamsahamnida [ZAFEILICY] / gomapseumnida
[EFSLIC

lslviied

cheonmaneyo

Z|SELct/ ojerehuct

Jjoesonghamnida / mianhamnida

20t
gwaenchanayo [ZHXILIL]

L s,

sillyehamnida

orgs| 7tH

annyeonghi gaseyo
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CASUAL

org

annyeong

& X[Lh?

jal jinae?

0t9)

gomawo

ofL|of

gwaenchana

(not used)

=

jal ga




SITUATION POLITE CASUAL

2rEs| AM R Z A

Goodbye (you are leaving)
annyeonghi gyeseyo Jal isseo

IE HQ e

See you again
tto bwayo tto bwa

M| ERHIL (to elders) R

annyeonghi jumuseyo jalja

Good night

L[ / OfL| 2 S / OfL

ne / aniyo eung / ani

8 Three Verbs You Can Already Use — SA}

EVERYDAY POLITE

(-2) FORMAL (-HLI|C}) CASUAL RESPECTFUL (-MIR)

7t ZLICE 7t 7t

to go (ZtCh )
gayo gamnida ga gaseyo

et ZLCt of QN

to come (2LChH :
wayo omnida wa oseyo

UASLICt AN 2

to be, to stay AR . . B .
itseumnida [2& gyeseyo (special

(ALCH isseoyo
L/CH respectful form)

How the Goodbyes Work

2HE45] means "in peace". The person who stays says 2H'ds] kMR ("go in peace", from 7}C}) to the

person leaving. The person who leaves says H'd 3| AM R ("stay in peace”, from the respectful form
XF ol

of RULH. The casual versions work the same way: the one staying says & 7}, the one leaving says & !

0f. If you are both walking away, say 2t'd38| 7tM|R to each other.
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4 Hello, Thanks and Sorry — 2IA}, ZEAL, Az}

MEANING

hello

hello (very formal)

hello (casual)

hello (on the phone)

thank you

thank you (warm)

I'm very sorry

I'm sorry

excuse me (calling

someone)

KOREAN
QISR annyeonghaseyo

oHE ALt
annyeonghasimnikka
tE annyeong

HH MR yeoboseyo

LAFELICE gamsahamnida

&S LICE gomapseumnida

Z|&SLICH joesonghamnida
0|t LT} mianhamnida

X 7|8 jeogiyo

M Vocabulary — 0{3]

HOW IT IS USED

the everyday greeting, all day, to anyone

speeches, announcements, news, very

formal settings

friends and family; also means "bye"
answering or starting a phone call

safe in every setting; shops, hotels, offices

equally polite, often heard between people

who know each other

apologising to strangers, customers,

superiors

a lighter apology; O|2t3H to friends

getting a waiter's or a stranger's attention

an-nyeong-ha-se-yo

an-nyeong-hi ga-se-yo

ENGLISH

hello

goodbye (said to the one

leaving)
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ENGLISH

. goodbye (said by the one
an-nyeong-hi gye-se-yo leaving)

an-nyeong hi / bye (casual)
gam-sa-ham-ni-da thank you
go-map-sseum-ni-da thank you (warm)
Jjwe-song-ham-ni-da I'm very sorry
mi-an-ham-ni-da I'm sorry
sil-lye-ham-ni-da excuse me (entering, passing)
gwaen-cha-na-yo it's okay; I'm fine

yes

a-ni-yo

jal ji-nae-se-yo

cheon-ma-ne-yo

tto bwa-yo

how have you been?

you're welcome; not at all

see you again

an-nyeong-hi ju-mu-se-

Yo

good night (respectful)

Jalja-yo good night (to someone close)

deu-reo-o-se-yo please come in
Jjeo-gi-yo excuse me (calling someone)
hello (on the phone)

yeo-bo-se-yo
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Real Korean Tip — Bowing (2IA})

A greeting is often accompanied by a bow. For everyday hellos and thanks a small nod of the head
(sometimes with a slight bend from the waist) is enough. A deeper bow, from the waist at about 30
degrees, is used in business and to show respect; the deepest bow, at about 45 degrees, is for sincere
thanks or apology. Bow to people who are older than you or senior to you, such as teachers, bosses

and officials.

One Hello for the Whole Day

Unlike English "good morning / good afternoon / good evening", 2F'd6tM|& works from morning to
night, and it is also the greeting you give a stranger when you make eye contact. It isn't really a
question, so you don't answer "I'm fine"; you just say it back. To ask how someone has been,
especially if you haven't seen them for a while, use E X|LHM|R? The word 2t itself means peace or
well-being, which is why PHESIA| R is often explained as "are you at peace?" Casual 2H8? is a short

form of it.

Which Goodbye in a Shop or Café?

The rule "the one who leaves says 2t'd 5| AMIR" is clearest at someone's home or office. In a shop,

restaurant or café, staff usually say 2Hd5| ZFMIR to you as you leave, and customers often just say &

AFEILICE. Learners' sources disagree about whether customers should also say 2@ 3| AM|2, so treat

this as a tendency, not a rule: a smile and ZAFL|LC} is always safe.

As Heard in Dramas — E2}0}0j|A{

In Korean TV shows you will mostly hear casual speech (£t2) between friends and family: 9Hd, &

7t, €, 10}%, o|otsl|, 2HEO}? ("Are you okay?", very common in dramas). The same sentences with -
8 or -HL|LC} on the end appear when characters speak to bosses, elders or strangers, so switches
between the two levels tell you how characters feel about each other. On the phone, characters
answer with {2 M. Don't copy casual speech with strangers or older people, though, even if

characters do among themselves.

Grammar Pointer

The endings you saw here are explained in Korean Grammar 1, chapter 6 (the everyday polite -R),
chapter 10 (the formal -HL|C} and the respectful -M|&) and chapter 2 (why ZFAFZLIC} is said "gam-

sa-ham-ni-da" and # &0t "gwaen-cha-na-yo").
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# Try It Yourself — 95

1. You meet the receptionist at your hotel. What do you say?

¥ Show answer

QHASIM|R. (Annyeonghaseyo.)

2. You bump into a stranger on the street. What do you say, and how might they reply?
¥ Show answer

Z| &L T} (Joesonghamnida.) They might reply 2H#&0}R. (Gwaenchanayo.)

3. You are leaving a friend's flat and your friend is staying. What do you say, and what does

your friend say?

¥ Show answer

You say 2Hd S| A|M| 2. (Annyeonghi gyeseyo.) Your friend says 2HE S| 7kM| .
(Annyeonghi gaseyo.)

4. You knock at an office door and want to ask permission to enter. What do you say?

¥ Show answer

212§|2tL|C}. (Sillyehamnida.) The person inside might say S H22M|R. (Deureooseyo.)
5. Which is casual and which is polite: 2t'd and PHISIHA| 2
¥ Show answer

QHd is casual (friends and family); 2HESHM| K is polite (everyone else).

6. What is the difference in meaning between 7}M|2 and A| M| in the goodbyes?

¥ Show answer
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7tMIL comes from ZICt, "to go", so it is said to the person who is leaving. A|M| 2 comes

from the respectful form of UL, "to be, to stay", so it is said to the person who is staying.
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Korean Basic Conversation 1

@ Introducing Yourself — X}7| 274

eo = 1 (short, open "uh") eu = — (unrounded "00") ae = H (like the vowel in "bed")
[ 1 = how the word is actually said, where it differs from the spelling

- in romanization = where a name ends and its ending begins

(D Meeting for the First Time (formal) — X{ @ What's Your Name? — 0|80| f0|R?

2HE5tM|R. 0F0] A2

Hello. What's your name?

K= ofjojofol|2. X|H M=a?

I'm Amy. And you, Jiyeon?

XM= X|H0[0[ 2. DHLEAM BT 2.

I'm Jiyeon. Nice to meet you.
Hello. I am Lee Jiyeon. Nice to meet you.

THLEAM 1R K.
H|, Tt BHESLICH & SEIEEL

—1—Hd

El’- Nice to meet you too.
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Yes, nice to meet you. I look forward to

working with you.

@ This Is My Friend — ®| %170l @ At the Hotel Desk (very polite) — 0|
M

XA M, 01Z2 H| 0.

HISIN . deto] oA =M R?
Jiyeon, this is my friend.

Hello. May I have your name?

CHASINIR. K= HES 0| 2.

oflo0] AD|ANR.
Hello. I'm Park Junho.

Amy Smith.

HISIM|R. BHLEA HIZEELICE
offofO] A0fA M|, &toteR?
Hello. Nice to meet you.

Ms Smith, is that right?

4|, S0t LR.

Yes, that's right.

® Two Young People (casual) — %1 777]2]| ® Mistaken Identity — AHEt

ord! 0| F0| 7 of? X Mof?

Hi! What's your name? Are you Jiyeon?
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OfL|R, X = X|Ho] ofL|of| K. +=ZI0]
ol .

I'm Minsu. And you?
No, I'm not Jiyeon. I'm Sujin.
Lt= X|HO|OF. TFLEA HEZLR!

Of, Z[&ghLCt!
I'm Jiyeon. Nice to meet you!

Oh, I'm so sorry!

&otR.

It's okay.

SITUATION POLITE CASUAL

X2 2RAELICH
Pleased to meet you (first meeting) (not used)
cheoeum boepgetseumnida

THLEA S LICEH/ THobA B2
2

Nice to meet you mannaseo
mannaseo bangapseumnida /

THLEA HE7H2

bangawo
mannaseo bangawoyo

XNz Ul XMe .o Lt= .0

jeoneun ...imnida / ...yeyo naneun ...ya

0| Z0| Hoflg?

What , ireumi mwoyeyo? 0| 50| £|0f?
at's your name?

(very respectful: 2 Et0| O{EA| E| Al ireumi mwoya?

27?)

Korean Basic Conversation 1 - Page 13




SITUATION

And you? (returning a question)

Please look after me / | look forward

to working with you

This is my friend

That's right

POLITE

X M=R?

Jjiyeon ssi-neunyo?
o mEtceL ) ¥ Reple

jal butakdeurimnida / jal butakhaeyo

0|Z%2 N &0
[jjogeun je chinguyeyo

ot

majayo

8 Three Verbs You Can Already Use — SA}

CASUAL

H=?

neoneun?

& el

jal butakhae
OH= LH Xl51Of

yaeneun nae

chinguya

Stot

maja

EVERYDAY POLITE (-8)

FORMAL (-HL|C}H

YLICt

CASUAL

O[OF / OF

olofla /ol
leyo / yeyo

to be (O|ChH

imnida lya/ya

ofL|0ll

anieyo

oflL|C} OfL|of

to not be (OFL|CH
animnida [OFS/LICH aniya

3719 R

bangawoyo

HHZESLICE 27t

to be glad to meet (2tZ}C} b
angawo

bangapseumnida [EZIH&ELICH

0]0j|2 or 0l|2? Look at the Last Sound

After a name or noun that ends in a consonant (a final consonant in the last block) use 0]0j|2: X|H
0|0]| 2, £=%I0|0| 2. After one that ends in a vowel use 8ll2: 215=0{|2, 0|0|0|0| . The formal &

L|C} and casual forms follow the same split: casual X| & 0|OF but T1=0f.
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® Names, M|, and the Words for "I" — 0| E1} S &

Korean names

A Korean name is the family name first, then the given name. The family name is usually one

syllable and the given name usually two. The three most common family names are Z, 0| and &}.
FAMILY NAME GIVEN NAME ROMANIZATION
2l Gim Minsu (often written Kim)
| Jiyeon (often written Lee)

=3 Bak Junho (often written Park)

Koreans usually give their full name when they introduce themselves. As a foreigner you can

give just your first name: X|= Of|O|O|0{| 2. A foreign name is written in Hangul as it sounds, so

yis 0|0| 0], James is M| & A and Smith is 20| A,

M|: a polite "Mr / Ms" after a name

2= M| (given name + M|) Z M| (family name alone + M| sounds disrespectful)

4812 M (full name + M|, a little more
B M ( ' X &= Bl MK (never use M| for yourself)

formal)

A MAE, 8F AR (family name + a title, M| to a boss, a teacher or a much older person: use

—

for senior people) their title instead

Two words for "I" and "my"

POLITE (HUMBLE) CASUAL

X jeo - M=, Mk Lt na - LI=, LIE
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POLITE (HUMBLE) CASUAL
my Ml je (M &1 LH nae (LH I+t

you use the person's name + M|, or a title, or just leave it out H neo - =

M Vocabulary — 0{%]

KOREAN ENGLISH

cheo-eum bwep-kket- ] .
pleased to meet you (first time)

sseum-ni-da

man-na-seo ban-gap- ,
) nice to meet you
sseum-ni-da

TrLEA] HETE man-na-seo ban-ga-

2R wo-yo

nice to meet you (everyday polite)

jal bu-tak-tteu-rim-ni- please look after me; | look forward

da to working with you

ma-ja-yo that's right

Jjeo | (polite)

| (casual)

my (polite)

you (casual only)

(-reum

seong-ham name (respectful)
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KOREAN ENGLISH

family name

Mr / Ms (after a name)
seon-saeng-nim teacher; a respectful title
chin-gu friend
(-jjok this person; this way
(-da to be
a-ni-da to not be
ban-gap-tta to be glad to meet

eo-tteo-ke how adverb

& 2EICEILICE: A Phrase With No English Equivalent
Literally something like "I humbly ask you to treat me well". You say it at the end of a first meeting,
especially when you will work or study with the person, join a group, or the other person is older or

senior to you. The other person says it back (K &= & EEIEZIL|C}H. With friends and equals the

shorter, softer & S EISH| R is fine.

How Much to Say “I"

X is the polite, humble word for "I" and is the right one with strangers, elders and in shops and

offices. L} is for friends and family. But you will drop the word for "I" far more than you would in
English: if it is obvious who you mean, just say 2l4~0f| 2 (Korean Grammar 1, chapter 1). You is

trickier: avoid the word ©4!; use the person's name + M|, or their title, or nothing at all.

And You? Use 2/=8

To return a question without repeating it, add -2 8 / -=8 to the person's name: X|&H M| =272

means "And you, Jiyeon?" or "What about you?". It works with any noun: HI|=27? "And the
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coffee?" (Korean Grammar 1, chapter 3 explains 2/=.)

As Heard in Dramas — E2}0}0{| A

In a company or school drama, the polished X2 & &LICt. XM= ...LIC}. is how a new colleague or
a trainee introduces themselves, often with a bow, and it ends with & FEFEZIL|C}. Between friends
you will hear L} ...0F or just ...0F, and 0] §0| FOF? Characters at work are often called by a title
rather than a name (M4, Al and many others), which shows their relationship before you
even hear the rest of the conversation. At a reception desk you may hear the very respectful 40| of
A =lMR?

Grammar Pointer

The pattern "noun + 0|0f| 2 /0|R" is explained in Korean Grammar 1, chapter 5; the topic marker 2/

+« in Korean Grammar 1, chapter 3; and the three speech levels in Korean Grammar 1, chapter 10.

# Try It Yourself — 95

1. You meet a company director for the first time. Introduce yourself formally as James (X

AA).
¥ Show answer

etEstM|R. XS ElAESLICH M= MeAIL|CH & 2EIEZILICE (Annyeonghaseyo.

Cheoeum boepgetseumnida. Jeoneun Jeimseu-imnida. Jal butakdeurimnida.)

2. Choose Ol0f|R or 0flR: X|AH Bl £XI  oojOo] .

¥ Show answer

X002, B0, =XI0|0| L, H|o|0|H|R. (X1 and &%l end in a consonant; 214

and 0|0|0| end in a vowel.)

3. Ask a stranger their name politely. How would you ask a hotel guest very respectfully?

¥ Show answer
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0| §0| H0l|2? and, very respectfully, et0| {EH| E|H|2?

4. Why is it wrong to call a colleague "Z M|"? What should you say instead?

¥ Show answer

M| is attached to the given name or the full name, not to the family name alone (that sounds

disrespectful). Say 214 M| or Z B4 M|, or use a title such as & MM for someone
P y

senior.

5. A colleague says A= RI0[R. X|H M| =822 You are Amy. Answer.

¥ Show answer

X o|o|0|¢| . (Jeoneun Eimi-yeyo.)

6. Someone mistakes you for Jiyeon. Say "No, I'm not Jiyeon."

¥ Show answer

O|'|-—|-9-, X= X|[HO0| otL| ]| 2. (Aniyo, jeoneun Jiyeon-i anieyo.)
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Korean Basic Conversation 1

B Numbers, Age & Contact Details — X2} H2HA

eo = 1 (short, open "uh") eu = — (unrounded "00") ae = H (like the vowel in "bed")

[ 1 = how the word is actually said, where it differs from the spelling

art 1 — oom Number — S F12 art 1— Countin ractice — AT &
@ Part1— AR Numb HtHS @ Part1—C ing Practi <X HE

orgotMlR. B0l H 20?2 2, 0|, &, Af, 2!

>

Hello. What's the room number? One, two, three, four, five!

AEY0| H0)8. 88,5 34

It's room 312. Six, seven, eight, nine, ten!

CEs : : 2o K!

Room 312? Thank you. Well done!

@ Part 2 — How Old Are You? — 3 &H0|0j| @ Part 2 — Asking Politely — L}O|7} 02|
M2

A2|BfLICE LIO| 7} oA E|M|R?
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How old are you? Excuse me. May I ask your age?

A=CHA Zolofle. X ME=R? Ot=F £0]0 K.

I'm 25. And you, Jiyeon? I'm 42.

Of, J2H? ZtAtStL|LCE.

Oh, I see. Thank you.

® Part 3 — A Phone Number — M3HHS ® Part 3 — Email and Messaging — O|H|
i g L

Mot 7} 7o R?
O|H| & =271 H{EA E[MR?
What's your phone number?

What's your email address?

amy =2%0| gmail M comO|0| 2.
It's 010, 1234, 5678.

It's amy at gmail dot com.

CEA[ oHeH 255 A L2.
7IEE A0{R?
Please say that once more.

Do you have KakaoTalk too?

H|, AN K.

Sure. 010, 1234, 5678. Yes, I do.

(D Part 1 — Sino-Korean Numbers 0 to 100 — $tX}0{ X}
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Ea

yeong / gong ' ' yuk chil pal qu sip

From 11 you simply put the numbers together, tens first. There is no special word for 11, 12 or

20.

NUMBER BUILT AS

11 10 + 1 si-bil

12 10 + 2 A si-bi

16 10 + 6 sim-nyuk

20 2 x 10 Al [-Sip

25 2x10+5 = i-si-bo

30 3x 10 sam-sip

40 4 x 10 sa-sip

50 5x10 0-sip

60 6 x 10 yuk-ssip

70 7 x 10 chil-ssip

80 8 x 10 pal-ssip

90 9 x 10 qgu-sip

9x10+9 A gu-sip-gu
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NUMBER BUILT AS KOREAN
100 M baek

312 3 hundreds + 12 sam-baek-si-bi

A or 2? Two Words for Zero

A yeong is zero in counting and sums; & gong is the zero you say when reading out a phone

number (010 is 3 3). Nobody says @2 H.

Watch the Sound of 6

The number & is said "yuk" on its own, but after a vowel (or after 2) it is often said & "ryuk": the
digits 5 and 6 read one after another in a phone number sound like 2% "o-ryuk". Number 16, &], is
said "sim-nyuk". You don't have to write this, only recognise it when you hear it (Korean Grammar 1,

chapter 2).

2 Part 2 — Native Korean Numbers and Age — 1150
o} L}o]

SfLF = A d ChAd A ELE Gt Otz 2

hana dul net daseot yeoseot ilgop yeodeol ahop yeol

The tens have their own words: 2= seumul 20, A| £ seoreun 30, 0= maheun 40, £ swin 50,

ol

o= yesun 60, =+ ileun 70, HE yeodeun 80, O}Z aheun 9o. Put the ones after the tens:

=LCH 25, MEE 30, OIEE 40.

ge with &

Korean Basic Conversation 1 - Page 23




The counter for years of age is & sal. Five numbers change shape in front of it: StL} — 2F =

=AMLY, AR S AR

han sal
se sal
yeol sal
yeo-ra-hop sal
seu-mu sal
seu-mul-da-seot sal
seo-reun sal

& ma-heun-du sal

I_AE

To say your age: A= A= LCH] A0|H|K. (I am 25.) To ask: H 20| 0f| 2 ? with people of your

own age or younger, or the more polite LI0| 7} 0" | | M| 2? The word LI0] nai means "age".

"Korean Age" Is Gone

For many years a Korean was born "one year old" and gained a year every 1 January, so people were
often one or two years older than their age elsewhere. On 28 June 2023 South Korea adopted the
international way of counting age (the age you would give in Britain) as the official standard. Some
legal areas, such as military service, school entry and the legal drinking and smoking ages, still count

by calendar year. Older Korean speakers, and dramas set before 2023, may still use the old system,

so if you are puzzled by an age, you can ask.

Why Koreans Ask Your Age

Age decides which speech level two people use and what they call each other (older friends are called

by special words you will meet in Chapter 5), so you may be asked how old you are soon after
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meeting. It is usually normal, not rude, but among adults you've just met it is kinder to wait or to use

the polite L0 7} {EA| E|M|2? — and you are free not to answer.

3 Part 3 — Phone Numbers, Email and Messaging — X3}

H= o} o] H| &

NUMBER
010-1234-5678 gong-il-gong, il-i-sam-sa, o-ryuk-chil-pal

010-9012-3456 0| MAtR S gong-il-gong, gu-gong-i-ri, sam-sa-o-ryuk

Pause between the groups. If you want to say the hyphen, you can read it as O (written 2|, said
"e"): 3L 0f| LO|AAL Off LFEIZ Most people simply pause. To say "My number is ..." add

0|0f|2 or 04|, chosen by the last digit (Chapter 2):
LAST DIGIT ENDS IN ENDING EXAMPLE
Aeg 7R 8T 0A consonant olojje L2FEEO0R

20|, 4A52,9F% vowel ol LAARR TR

Contact words

KOREAN MEANING

Mot I
bbeon phone number MetHZ I /o R?
Jjeonhwabeonho

S = hyudaepon mobile phone

H2EN yeollakcheo contact details
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KOREAN MEANING EXAMPLE

OfH| ™ F=27t O{EA
NR?

O|H[ F=2 imeil juso email address

=H0| golbaengi the @ sign (literally a sea snail) amy =0| gmail
H jeom dot gmail & com

KakaoTalk, the messaging app most
7t= katok 7S AHK?
Koreans use

Asking for a Number Politely

HEtHE L FM|RQ means "please let me know your contact details", and M2tHT & 2] FA|
£ "could you tell me your phone number?" The little word & jom softens a request, a bit like
"please" or "just". To ask for something to be said again: CtA| SHH ZH&ESH M| (CHA] = again,

B = once). Korean Grammar 1, chapter 10 explains the polite request ending -MR.

B Three More Verbs — SA}

EVERYDAY POLITE (-8) FORMAL (-HL|CH CASUAL

otot @ orL|C} oto}

to know (ZLhH = = =
arayo amnida ara
=2t DEL|Ct

mollayo moreumnida

to not know (2 Z£LCh

o3 atst
o = ol 2 2HSHL|CH
to say, to speak (HSICH - .
malhaeyo malhamnida

M Vocabulary — 0{%]
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KOREAN ENGLISH

yeong zero (counting) number

gong zero (phone numbers) number

beo-no number

Jjeon-hwa-beo-no phone number

hyu-dae-pon mobile phone

yeol-lak-cheo contact details

i-me-il email

Jju-so address

gol-baeng-i @ sign

Jjeom dot; point

ka-tok KakaoTalk (messaging app)

age

years old (counter) counter

room number (counter) counter

how many; what number question word

again adverb

please; a little (softener) adverb

to know
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KOREAN ENGLISH

mo-reu-da to not know

mal-ha-da to say, to speak

As Heard in Dramas — S2t010f| A

You will hear R &0|0}? (casual "how old are you?") and & #0]0f|R? a lot, because in a drama two
people often work out who is older before deciding how to speak to each other. Phone numbers are
rarely spoken in full on screen; instead characters say H= & F or 7€ olf (or 7t5 24|, "1l

message you"). Ages in dramas are usually given with the native numbers: A& & M E & 0=

Ak
=.

Grammar Pointer

The two number systems are explained in Korean Grammar 1, chapter 9 (including the counters and
the five short forms before a counter). The sound changes in numbers (8] "sim-nyuk", 2% "o-

ryuk") come from Korean Grammar 1, chapter 2.

# Try It Yourself — 95

1. Say 17, 45 and 100 in Sino-Korean.

¥ Show answer

A AL Y (Sip-chil, sa-si-bo, baek.)

2. Read out the phone number 010-5678-9012.
¥ Show answer

= T30| (Gong-il-gong, o-ryuk-chil-pal, gu-gong-i-ri.)

3. Say "I am 25" and "I am 30."
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¥ Show answer

X= A=CH A0|0|R. and M= M E A0|0| 2.

4. Which number system do you use for an age, and which for a phone number?
¥ Show answer

Age (with &) uses the native numbers; phone numbers use the Sino-Korean numbers,

with & for zero.

5. Ask someone's phone number, then ask them politely to say it again.

¥ Show answer

Mot 7 R0 R? and CHA| SHH ZZSH FMK.

6. Why is "twenty years old" 2F & and not 2= &?

¥ Show answer

Five native numbers take a short form before a counter: o, &, M|, Ul and 2F. So A= (20)

becomes A% in front of &,
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Korean Basic Conversation 1

® Where You're From — O{ L}2} AjEt0|0j|2?

eo = 1 (short, open "uh")  eu = — (unrounded "00") ae = H (like the vowel in "bed")

[ 1 = how the word is actually said, where it differs from the spelling

@D Which Country? — O{= L}2} A}EtojojlR? @ A Korean Visitor — S=20j| M £t0{2

O Li2t AtEfO|0[R? ot= ALEoloflR?

Which country are you from? Are you Korean?

XN = AHEo|0 K. 4|, ot= AFEO0[of|2. ME0[M 20K,

I'm British. Yes, I'm Korean. I'm from Seoul.

= olC[ofl M Ao R? ME0|2? HE Z0tR!

Where in Britain are you from? Seoul? That's great!

ATEWENM 0K,

I'm from Scotland.
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3 A Formal Introduction — O{C|0f|A 2410{ @ Where Do You Live? — 0{C|0j] &to}R?
22

O{C|0f| &FotR?
orgotM|R. OC[of M 20 K2

Where do you live?

Hello. Where have you come from?

Ol =H210]| &0tR. o= = AZE
SHEOf AN L.

I'm from Germany.

I live in Edinburgh. Edinburgh is in Scotland.

Of, J2lje? PrLEA HrZrSLICE

T2 ot 22
Oh, really? Nice to meet you.

Really? Is it pretty?

H|, 2 ot 2.

Yes, it's really pretty.

® Two Friends (casual) — X272 ® Languages — ¢=30{ sliR?

14 0f= Lt2t Atztolof? 51310{ 827

Which country are you from? Do you speak Korean?

LtE= Ol= AFEO[OF. =2 ZZ oliR. ofx & 23l Q.

I'm American. And you? Alittle. I can't speak it well yet.

LtE= ©h= AFEfO[OF. MS01| A 2. F=0] Z5HA| KR!
I'm Korean. I'm from Seoul. No, your Korean is good!
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Thank you!

/£ Key Phrases — 58

SITUATION CASUAL

O L2} AFEfo[of|R? O Lt2t AFEHo[of?

eoneu nara saram-ieyo? eoneu nara saram-iya?

Which country are you from?

{0 A 2to{R?
Where are you from? (a place) eodi-eseo wasseoyo?

(respectful: OJC[0|AM 2A10]{R7?)

O{C[Of| A 2t0q?

eodi-eseo wasseo?

Xz = Aol Lt= F= AEOOF

jeoneun yeongguk saram-ieyo naneun yeongguk saram-iya

I'm British

ATSHEN M AR ADES M 2O

seukoteullaendeu-eseo wasseoyo seukoteullaendeu-eseo wasseo

I'm from Scotland

O{C|0f| &otR? O{C|0f| &0f?

eodi-e sarayo? eodi-e sara?

Where do you live?

Ol =20 &0t Ol S0 &0t

edeunbeoreo-e sarayo edeunbeoreo-e sara

I live in Edinburgh

ot=0] S R? oh=01 off?

hangugeo haeyo? hangugeo hae?

Do you speak Korean?

Z3 ol Of% & XfR. Z3 off. of%] & X,
A little / not well yet
Jjogeum haeyo. ajik jal moshaeyo. Jjogeum hae. ajik jal moshae.
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SITUATION POLITE CASUAL

2r=0] oM ! o= 0] Zofl!

Your Korean is good!
hangugeo jalhaseyo! hangugeo jalhae!

8 Three Verbs You Can Already Use — SAl

EVERYDAY POLITE (-8) FORMAL (-HL|ChH CASUAL

ot SL|C} Qt
to come (2LChH N :
wayo omnida wa

Aol et 2o

(past) came (2Ch .
wasseoyo watseumnida [Z&LICH wasseo

APOI.R AI-[__l |:|- Al-ol.
=] [=] =
to live (&Ch ,

sarayo samnida sara

=R EFSHL|Ct =h3|

- =3 = =4

to be good at (&FSICH _ . = ‘ .
Ylellgle 5o} Jjalhamnida jalhae

"I'm From" Means "l Came From"

ATEMENA RH0{R is literally "I came from Scotland": | M ("from") plus the past tense of 2L}
(Korean Grammar 1, chapter 7). Use O|A] to say where you come from, and 0| for where you live or

are: M 20| 4012, 20| M LR (Korean Grammar 1, chapter 4).

™ Countries, People and Languages — L2}, Al2f, 2

Countries
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COUNTRY

South Korea han-guk

The UK / Britain yeong-guk
Scotland seu-ko-teul-laen-deu
England ing-geul-laen-deu
Ireland a-il-laen-deu

The USA mi-guk

Canada kae-na-da
Australia ho-ju

France peu-rang-seu
Germany do-gil

Hungary o) heong-ga-ri
Japan il-bon

China Jjung-guk

People and languages

For a person, put AF2 saram ("person") after the country: t= AfZh, S= Al2H AT

2} For a language, the country name's key syllable is joined to O eo ("language"):
COUNTRY PERSON LANGUAGE
Korea = ot hangugeo

Britain / England = A yeong-eo (English)
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COUNTRY LANGUAGE

Japan UE20] ilbon-eo

China E=0 jungguk-eo
Germany =2 dogil-eo

France 2t A 0] peurangseu-eo

Hungary Sote| At At2| heonggari-eo

Some cities

Seoul seo-ul

Busan bu-san

Jeju Jje-ju
Edinburgh =2 e-deun-beo-reo

London 21: reon-deon

M Vocabulary — 0{%]

KOREAN ENGLISH
Lt2f country
person

South Korea
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yeong-guk

seu-ko-teul-laen-deu

mi-guk

han-gu-geo

yeong-eo

do-si

go-hyang

eo-di

Jjo-geum

a-jik

o-da

sal-da

jal-ha-da

geu-rae-yo

Al2t or 21? Both Are Correct

ENGLISH

the UK; Britain

Scotland

the USA

the Korean language

English (language)

city

hometown

which

where

a little

still; not yet

to come

to live

to be good at

from; at (where an action happens)

in; at; to (place)

really? is that so?
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question word

question word

adverb

adverb

particle

particle

phrase

A Korean person is a 8t= AF& or, more formally and in writing, a =9l (the 2! here means

"person"). Both are fine: @= AIEI0|0f| R and H=210|0| R mean the same thing. In conversation




A2t is the more natural one.

Don't Say "I Am Korea"
Do not answer "Where are you from?" with just the country and 0|0|2: X = St=0|0| 2 means "I
am Korea". Say 2= AI2FO|0]| 2 ("I am a Korean person") or St=0|A] 2t ("I came from

—

Korea"). You can also say K= 2t &410|0f|R jeoneun hanguk chulsin-ieyo, "I'm originally from

Korea", which is useful when you now live somewhere else.

Britain, England and Scotland

A=t is the word for the United Kingdom as a whole, so a British person is a @33 AF&. Korean also
uses YSHME and AFEHME for the individual countries, for instance in football coverage where they
play as separate teams. If you want to be specific, say 22 SHEO|A| 0K ("I'm from Scotland");
Koreans will understand it. (How Koreans choose between =, Yd=2H#E and AZEWME in everyday

speech wasn't something I could confirm, so listen for it.)

Your Korean Is Good!

When a foreigner says even a few words of Korean, people often respond S0 ZSIMIR! It is a
compliment and a kindness, not a real assessment. A modest reply is OIL|0|2, Z& sHR ("no, only a
little"), or just ZFAFZLICE. You can also say the language name two ways: 2t=0{ (more formal) and ¢t

'Y (everyday).

As Heard in Dramas — E2}0}0j|A{

Characters often mention their 22 (hometown) and sometimes switch to a regional AFE2] saturi
(dialect), such as the speech of Busan or Jeju, which drama subtitles often mark with a note. Casual
questions like I O{C|A] 2t0{? ("where are you from?") use the shortened H{C|A] for || A{.

Grammar Pointer

The particles 0f|A] and Off are explained in Korean Grammar 1, chapter 4; the past tense t0{ in

Korean Grammar 1, chapter 7; and "noun + O|¥|2 /0| 2" in Korean Grammar 1, chapter 5.

#& Try It Yourself — H&
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1. Say "I'm British" politely.

¥ Show answer

e g2 At2H0|0f| 2. (Jeoneun yeongguk saram-ieyo.)

2, Say "I'm from Scotland."

¥ Show answer

AT ESHEO| A RO K. (Seukoteullaendeu-eseo wasseoyo.)

3. Say "I live in Edinburgh."

¥ Show answer

0| =H{2{0f| 20} R. (Edeunbeoreo-e sarayo.)

4. Ask "Which country are you from?" politely, and then to a close friend.

¥ Show answer

O] Lt2} AF2H0[0|R? and O] = L2} AFEHO|OF?

5. Choose Ol or OflA: A|& A0} (Ilive in Seoul) and A2 2L (I came from
Seoul).

¥ Show answer

A 20| &0} (where you live: 0ll) and A|=Z0{|A] 2t 2 (where you came from: Of|A).

6. Someone says 2t 0] ZSHM| 2! and you only know a little. Reply modestly.

¥ Show answer

OtL|0|R, =2 SHK. (Anieyo, jogeum haeyo.) or OF2] & 26 K. or simply 2 AFELICF.
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Korean Basic Conversation 1

% Talking About Your Family — 7}%

eo = 1 (short, open "uh") eu = — (unrounded "00") ae = H (like the vowel in "bed")

[ 1 = how the word is actually said, where it differs from the spelling

@D How Many in Your Family? — 7}Z0| & H @ Brothers and Sisters (a man speaking) —
ojoi|? g7t Aoja?

7t=0| H Foloj|? AR7E Ao K?

How many people are in your family? Do you have brothers or sisters?

<] 7tE2 Ul Folof|K. oL, OFH |, "ol gt B AL, L=
X[, 3, XoiL. oR.

There are four of us: my mother, my father, Yes, I have one older brother and one older

my younger sister and me. sister.

Of, Ul Fo|R? E2 7I50[0| ! of, 7t50] EotR!

Oh, four? What a lovely family! Wow, a big family!

Korean Basic Conversation 1 - Page 39




@ Brothers and Sisters (a woman speaking) @ Parents and Grandparents — 552 51}

— it} 9L L
SRt UoiR? 2242 ofc|of AMIR?

Do you have brothers or sisters? Where do your parents live?

|, Q7 3t H UK. AL = T BEREHE2 M20 AN K.
A L.

My parents live in Seoul.

Yes, I have one older brother and one older

SHL = MS0f| AM[R?

Does your grandmother live in Seoul too?

OtL|R, L= FLtof AN L.

No younger brother?

No, my grandmother is in Busan.

4|, Sl01 K.

No, I don't.

® Two Friends (casual) — XI3t7|2] ® Married? — &

L A Aq0T? 220 R?

Do you have any siblings? Are you married?

S, 3d0o| ot F AO. H|, Z2}0|R. Mt orSota Z

Of &0tR.

Yeah, I have a younger sister.

Yes, I am. I live with my husband and my son.
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How old is she?

SHCHA ALO]OF, L=

She's fifteen. And you?

How old is your son?

Al Zolo K.

He's three.

/£ Key Phrases — 582

SITUATION

How many people are in your

family?

There are four of us

Do you have brothers or sisters?

| have one older sister (a man says)

| have one older sister (a woman

says)

| have a younger sister

| have no brothers or sisters

POLITE

7t%0[ R Fo[of|R?

gajogi myeot myeong-ieyo?

<2| 7tE2 4 Folo 2
uri gajog-eun ne myeong-

leyo

M7 Ao R?

hyeongjega isseoyo?

SLpt e 210l

nunaga han myeong isseoyo

ALt et F AR

eonniga han myeong isseoyo

oS40l AL

yeodongsaengi isseoyo

7t el
hyeongjega eopseoyo
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CASUAL

7tZ0| R FO[of?

gajogi myeot myeong-iya?

*2| 71E2 Hl Fo|of
uri gajog-eun ne myeong-

lya

AR AA?

hyeongje isseo?

Lot E Ao

nuna han myeong isseo

AL| ot F A

eonni han myeong isseo

Had AN

yeodongsaeng isseo

EERSI I

hyeongje eopseo




SITUATION POLITE CASUAL

L2 O{C|0f AFM|R? S oC| AM?

Where do your parents live?
bumonim-eun eodi-e saseyo? bumonim eodi sasyeo?

220 K?

Are you married?
gyeolhonhaesseoyo? gyeolhonhaesseo?

B Three Verbs You Can Already Use — SA}

JH2loig

EVERYDAY POLITE (-8) FORMAL (-HL|C}) CASUAL

A UASLIC A

to be / to have (QChH
isseoyo itseumnida [2&LICH

fnoj AELICE

to not be / not have (ACh .
eopseoyo eopseumnida [ & LICH

2Lt

to marry (B=05}LCh
/ gyeolhonhaeyo gyeolhonhamnida gyeolhonhae

To say you are married use the past: 22 M 0] (literally "I married", and it stays true as a

statement of your state). To say you are single, & A= Ot | K ("I haven't married").

% Family Words — 7= tHoj

Parents, grandparents, children, spouses

MEANING RESPECTFUL / FORMAL EVERYDAY / AFFECTIONATE

father OFH X| abeoji Otttk appa
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MEANING

mother

parents

grandfather

grandmother

daughter

husband

wife

RESPECTFUL / FORMAL

HHL| eomeoni

EVERYDAY / AFFECTIONATE

A0t eomma

BB pumonim (respectful; the usual word)

SO X| harabeoji [812HH K]
ML halmeoni

OFS adeul

= ttal

=t nampyeon

OILH anae

Brothers and sisters: it depends on who is speaking

RELATIVE

older brother

older sister

younger brother

younger sister

younger sibling (either)

brothers and sisters

The pairs are easy to mix up, so remember them in pairs: a man says & / &L}, a woman says

it} / 1L,

A MAN SAYS
A hyeong
YL} nuna
LI= A

AH

A WOMAN SAYS
Lt oppa

AL| eonni

S namdongsaeng (both)

S yeodongsaeng (both)

LA
[=)

S A| hyeongje

8 Counting the Family — 7}&

S dongsaeng
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Count people with the native numbers (Chapter 3) and the counter & myeong. Remember the

short forms ¢f, &=, A, Ul.
PEOPLE
han myeong
du myeong
se myeong
ne myeong

CHA & da-seot myeong

ord order: the person, the number and the counter, then A1 2: S40| & H A K. (1 have

two younger siblings.)

M Vocabulary — 0{3]

ENGLISH

ga-jok family

bu-mo-nim parents

a-beo-ji father (respectful)

e0-meo-ni mother (respectful)

a-ppa / eom-ma dad / mum (everyday)

hyeong older brother (said by a man)

0-ppa older brother (said by a woman)
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KOREAN

eon-ni

dong-saeng

hyeong-je

ha-ra-beo-ji

hal-meo-ni

a-deul

ttal

nam-pyeon

gyeol-hon-ha-da

ga-chi

ENGLISH

older sister (said by a man)

older sister (said by a woman)

younger brother or sister

brothers and sisters

grandfather

grandmother

daughter

husband

wife

we; our (also "my") pronoun

to marry

together; with adverb

Two Brothers, Two Sisters: Why the Speaker Matters

A younger brother or sister is the same word for everyone (etsM, o s, But for older siblings

Korean uses a different word depending on the speaker: a man says & and 5L}, a woman says 2Hb}

and 2L|. So the same older brother is & to his brother and 24} to his sister. That is why the word

you choose also tells people whether you are a man or a woman.

£ 2| Means "Our"”, and Often "My"

Koreans often say 2| ("our") where English says "my" for family, home and company: 2| &0}

"my mum", 2| 7t= "my family", 22| 2| A} "my company". Even a husband or wife is 2| '=HH
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or 22| OfLH. You can use Hl (Chapter 2) too; £ 2| sounds natural and warm. It does not mean you

share the person with the listener.

Showing Respect to Family Elders

Words for parents and grandparents often take the respectful verb forms from Chapter 1: £2 &2

MZ0| ALMI ("my parents live in Seoul", with AFMIR from ACH and EHL|= 2410 AIM
("my grandmother is in Busan", with A|M|&, the respectful form of ULC}). Use YHK for yourself and

for friends, AIMI& for people you respect. Korean Grammar 1, chapter 10 explains the ending -MR.

As Heard in Dramas — S2}010f| A

You will hear Ut} and HL] far outside the family. A woman may call an older male friend or a
boyfriend 24, and an older female friend ¢L|; men say & and L} to older male and female
friends. It signals closeness, and it can sound too familiar if the relationship is formal. At school or
work you will also hear MHl (senior), often as 4Hi'e}. Mothers are called &0} and fathers OHill by
adults too, not only by children, and grandparents are 2HL| and 2O0HHX| (and also used for any

older person).

Grammar Pointer

The subject marker 0|/7} in L4727 Q{2 and the topic marker /= are explained in Korean
Grammar 1, chapter 3; ot1 ("with, and") and & ("also") in Korean Grammar 1, chapter 4; the
counter E and the numbers in Korean Grammar 1, chapter 9; and the past tense 223 0{R in

Korean Grammar 1, chapter 7.

#& Try It Yourself — 9&

1. Say "There are four people in my family."

¥ Show answer

22| 7152 | HO|0|K. (Uri gajog-eun ne myeong-ieyo.)

Korean Basic Conversation 1 - Page 46




2. What does a man call his older sister? What does a woman call hers?

¥ Show answer

A man says *L}; a woman says 1L,

3. Ask "Do you have brothers or sisters?" and answer "I have one younger sister."

¥ Show answer

HHZE AN L? and HSH0| oF F AN K.

4. Say "mum" and "dad" in everyday speech, and "mother" and "father" respectfully.

¥ Show answer

Everyday: &0}, OFttf, Respectful: O({HL|, OF{X].

5. Say "My parents live in Seoul" respectfully.

¥ Show answer

B2 AZ20| AIM|R. (Bumonim-eun seoul-e saseyo.)

6. You are a man with two older brothers. How do you say "I have two older brothers"?

¥ Show answer

0| = H U0 L. (Hyeong-i du myeong isseoyo.) A man says & for an older brother.
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Korean Basic Conversation 1

= Talking About Your Job — = ¢

eo = 1 (short, open "uh") eu = — (unrounded "00") ae = H (like the vowel in "bed")

[ 1 = how the word is actually said, where it differs from the spelling

(1 What Do You Do? — £& U2 siM|R? @ A Student — CHEHH0|0f|2

2SS otMR? 20| FHolR?

What do you do for a living? What's your occupation?

M= 2lArdoloe. ME20f|AM LK. X= stdolola. cistwof CHA .

I'm an office worker. I work in Seoul.

I'm a student. I go to university.

Of, J2f? O] MO|A0K?
22 2R Q2
Oh, really? Is the work interesting?

What do you study?

], ZHO| U 2.
ARE SREE K.
Yes, it is.

I study computing.
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@ A Teacher — MMLIo|M|R2? @ Working With Computers — ZRE| 2|A}
ol A

L= StMIR?
F& YSotMR?
What do you do?
What do you do?

POl M S E 72N K.
ARE 2lAM 7|s X[E LS K.
I teach English at a school.

I work in technical support at a computer

Of, tI - EHO|MR?

’ company.

Oh, you're a teacher?
HIEE M| 2?2

L'”, AI_-|¢ID-IL6IO|0-”8 Are you busy?

Yes, I am.

14|, O3 HittR. J2i = RHO|U0 2.

Yes, very busy. But it's fun.

HesS ® Two Friends (casual) — X1717|2]

EERSEIETE

O{C[Of[ A ZSF&iL|77E?
What do you do?

Where do you work?

Lt 20| Af Lo,
5 9lAto| A LghLCt.

Ll I:l'. I work at a bank.

S sH
= o
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I work at a trading company. I'm a section A bank clerk? Cool!

chief in the sales team.

S. He?
Of, 2t Ol L7t THLEAM
C}. Yeah. And you?

Oh, you're a section chief? Nice to meet you.

A Key Phrases — 2% B

SITUATION

B U SHR? 2 B2

museun il-eul haseyo? museun il hae?

What do you do?

20| Hol?
What's your occupation? Jjigeobi mwoyeyo?

(formal: Z110| 2SAIL|7I?)

%|Q{0| Fop?

Jjigeobi mwoya?

Mz ..ol0e/ .6 Lt:=...0[0F / ...OF

jeoneun ...ieyo / ...yeyo naneun ...lya / ...ya

M= U= At LS 8l Lt= Zt= AL 22 i
I work as a ... job + work)
Jjeoneun ganhosa il-eul haeyo naneun ganhosa il-eul hae

HHO0A Lol HEOf| A Lot

byeongwon-eseo ilhaeyo byeongwon-eseo ilhae

| work at a ...

O{C|ofl A LotM[R? OC|Of| A ZoH?

eodi-eseo ilhaseyo? eodi-eseo ilhae?

Where do you work?

I'm a student siolol@. cHetmof ChiK.  SHAYo]of. Chetmof Ch.

haksaeng-ieyo. daehakgyo-e haksaeng-iya. daehakgyo-e
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SITUATION CASUAL

danyeo.

= el = -6-H7
What do you study? TeeTr
museun gongbu hae?

Are you a teacher? MO M 27
(not used)
(respectful) seonsaengnim-iseyo?

8 Three Verbs You Can Already Use — SA}

EVERYDAY POLITE (-) FORMAL (-HL|C}) CASUAL

2ol et ELl

ilhaeyo ilhamnida ilhae

to work (&SICH

CheR CHe LT Ch

danyeoyo danimnida danyeo

to attend (CHL|Ch

7IEXNR ZtEFL|CE 712X

gareuchyeoyo gareuchimnida gareuchyeo

to teach (7FEX|C}H

® Jobs and Workplaces — 23} 2K

Jobs

student hak-ssaeng

teacher seon-saeng-nim

professor gyo-su
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doctor

office worker

bank clerk

civil servant

engineer

(software) developer

cook; chef

police officer

singer

actor

journalist

writer

KOREAN

=

U2 AL

S| AHE

27}

ui-sa

gan-ho-sa

hoe-sa-won

eun-haeng-won

gong-mu-won

en-ji-ni-eo

gae-bal-jja

yo-ri-sa

gyeong-chal

ga-su

bae-u

gi-ja

Jak-kka

Many job words end in the same handful of syllables: -2 means a member or worker (2| AFH,

2 ZZ22D), -Ab a trained professional (2| Al Zt2 AL, R 2[AD), -&F a person who does

something (ZHE XL, 7| X} and -7} a specialist or artist (2f71). Spotting these helps you guess

new words.

Places of work and study

KOREAN | WORK/STUDY THERE

company 2| Al hoesa CIPNLY DS ye) Ko
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| WORK/STUDY THERE

hospital

bank

school

restaurant

university

M Titles at Work and Respectful Forms — 2t} =ciat

In a Korean office a colleague or boss is usually addressed by surname + job title + &, not by

name. The 'H is a respectful suffix and shouldn't be left out for someone senior.

ROUGH MEANING
A& sajangnim company president

Y bujangnim department head

E| &t timjangnim team leader

3| gwajangnim section chief; manager

CHE|'" daerinim assistant manager

hen you ask a respected person whether they hold a job, the copula changes too: 0|0|& /0|2
becomes O|M|R/M|R.

RESPECTFUL
MM O|0f| 27 (after a consonant) MMEIO|H|R? seonsaengnim-iseyo?

O| At 27 (after a vowel) O|AIMILR? uisa-seyo?
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RESPECTFUL

oEELICE / 2HEHE oo = RO ML 72 gwajangnim-isimnikka? (formal question)

M Vocabulary — 0{%]

ENGLISH

Jji-geop occupation; job

work; job; task

hoe-sa company

hoe-sa-won office worker

hak-ssaeng student

dae-hak-kkyo university

seon-saeng-nim teacher

ui-sa doctor

gan-ho-sa

eun-haeng-won bank clerk

en-ji-ni-eo engineer

gae-bal-jja developer

gong-bu study

il-ha-da to work
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KOREAN ENGLISH

CtL|C} da-ni-da to attend; to go regularly to

Zt2X|Ct ga-reu-chi-da to teach
mu-seun what (kind of) question word
sa-jang-nim company president; boss
tim-jjang-nim team leader

gwa-jang-nim section chief; manager

Two Ways to Ask — and to Answer

To ask what someone does, F& 22 StMIR? ("what work do you do?") is the standard polite

question. 20| |22 ("what's your occupation?") is polite and a little more direct, like a form; the
very formal version is /20| RIIL|7}? You can answer with just the job: = ZtS A, or by
naming the work: = ZtS Al €& S ("I do nurse's work™). To add where, put the place and 0| A

in front: HY A LR (Korean Grammar 1, chapter 4).

Titles Replace Names

Z1 XL
o O

In Korean companies people are called by surname + title + &, suchas &4 5 . It would sound

rude to call a senior colleague by their first name. The same pattern covers other roles: ul =g

(professor), 7| AFE (driver or technician). Newer or junior staff are, according to one source, often

addressed by name + '& or M| instead of a rank; rank titles are also being questioned in some
companies today, so listen to what colleagues around you say. Outside work, a shop or restaurant

owner is often called AF&'E too.

As Heard in Dramas — E2}010f|A]

Office dramas show the ladder in action: E1ZH] apEhL! HXbC] and AFEMY or CHEY (the head of a
company) are used in nearly every scene, with polite endings (-M|&, -HL|C}H). Juniors reply 4|, &7
LIC} ("yes, understood"). Away from the office the same characters switch to casual speech with

friends. Students often say they &H} ("part-time job") on the side.
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Grammar Pointer
0]0j|2 /0|2 is explained in Korean Grammar 1, chapter 5; the particle 8lA] (where an action
happens) in Korean Grammar 1, chapter 4; the polite endings and the respectful -M| in Korean

Grammar 1, chapter 10; and how verbs like 28| 2 are built in Korean Grammar 1, chapter 6.

2

# Try It Yourself — 95

1. Say "I'm a student" and "I'm a doctor" politely.

¥ Show answer

K= e’d0]0]|R. and XM= 2| A0 2.

2. Ask a stranger what they do for a living (polite), and then a friend (casual).

¥ Show answer

UZ StMIR? and & & 8l?

3. Say "I work at a bank."

¥ Show answer

20| A L3l K. (Eunhaeng-eseo ilhaeyo.)

4. Say "I'm a teacher and I teach English at a school."

¥ Show answer

K= ddEolo . StuloM SHE 7IEN K.

5. How do you address Mr Kim, a department head, politely?

¥ Show answer

(surname + title + &).
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6. Choose O|0f|2 or 0| R: 2|AFR OA}F |

¥ Show answer

S|AFROI0 R, oAt R, M dEOl R, HEXIH L.
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Korean Basic Conversation 1

@ Days, Dates & Telling the Time — &, X}, A|Zt

yo = L ("yo" in "yoga") eo = { (short, open "uh")  eu = — (unrounded "00")

[ 1 = how the word is actually said, where it differs from the spelling

Part 1 - Days, Months & Dates — 29, &, &

@ What Day Is It? — 50| & 2¥0]0jR? @ A Birthday — ‘d0| im0 >

Q o| BaA 9<>E|0|01|9? )él-’loEI0| A7

What day is it today? When is your birthday?

+=R0[0 K. Al & 200,

It's Wednesday. It's October 8th.

LHE=2R? 2=0| HAEO|MK?

And tomorrow? What's today's date?

S0/ R. AE 2 2oloe. 0|1 !

It's Thursday. It's October 5th. Soon, then!
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Days of the week — ¢

Each day is a one-syllable word plus ¢ ("day of the week"). Remember the two sound changes

in the Say it column: the final consonant of the first syllable links to 2 .
MEANING OF FIRST SYLLABLE
Monday wo-ryo-il
Tuesday = hwa-yo-il
Wednesday = su-yo-il
Thursday mo-gyo-il wood
Friday = geu-myo-il metal; gold
Saturday to-yo-il earth

Sunday (-ryo-il

Months — &

Sino-Korean number + &. Two months are irregular: June is & (not &) and October is A&

(not & &).

January July chi-rwol
February = August == pa-rwol
March September = gu-wol
April = October = si-wol
\YEYY = November si-bi-rwol

December sip-i-wol
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Dates — &

The day of the month is a Sino-Korean number + &: 2 & (5th), &2 & (15th), O| &l &F &

o]
le)

e |
(23rd). Ask "which month" with & & and "which day of the month" with HH& (never ¥&).
Korean dates go from big to small: year — month — day, so 10 October 2026 is O| M 0| &l &

o
AR Y

Part 2 - Telling the Time — A|Zt

@ What Time Is 1t? — X|2 ¥ Alo]R? @ Meeting Up — R Al0f] 2hLiR?

ARLICH X5 R Ald K2 LH& S AlOf BiLfR?

Excuse me. What time is it now? What time shall we meet tomorrow?

Ml Al M2 20[0][ 2. LT He Al o 2R,

It's 3:15. Let's meet at 7:30 in the evening.

ZAFRILICE Z0tR. U B!

Thank you. Great. See you tomorrow!

Hours — native numbers + A|
Four native numbers shorten before Al: 8, &, Ml, Hl. So 1 o'clock is 2t A|, not StLt Al

KOREAN
[N : il-gop si

yeo-deol si
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KOREAN KOREAN

Ml Al se si : = a-hop si

H| Al ne si yeol si
CHA A da-seot si yeol-han si

oA A yeo-seot si yeol-du si

Minutes — Sino-Korean numbers + &

KOREAN
M Al QE se si o bun
M Al &2 se si sip bun
Ml Al Al se si si-bo bun
Ml Al & 2 or M| Al HE se si sam-sip bun / se si ban
Ml Al AR 2 se si sa-si-bo bun
BF means "half", so M| A| B} is "half past three". Add 2 (morning, a.m.) or L&

(afternoon/evening, p.m.) in front when it is not clear from context: 2% & Al = 10 a.m., 2F

L& Al = 7 p.m. To say at a time, add Ofl: M| A|0f] BILIR.

Part 3 - Making Plans — 2=

® A Meeting (formal) — 2|2| A|Zt ® Two Friends (casual) — 20| 2| 5i?

2|9|7t & AIIL|77t? EQO0|| AlZFRQL0{?

What time is the meeting? Are you free on Saturday?
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a2YU A : S, A0, H Alof] ZhLE?

Friday at 10:30 a.m. Yeah. What time do we meet?

SASLICH Z AL, & Alof| ZHLERF

Understood. Thank you. Let's meet at two!

A Key Phrases — 2% 3

SITUATION POLITE CASUAL

R=0| & 2Y0[0K?

oneuri museun yoirieyo?

Qs FE& QY0[0F?

oneul museun yoiriya?

What day is it?

What's the date?

When is ...?

What time is it?

What time shall we meet?

Are you free?

Q=0| HEO|0R?

oneuri myeochirieyo?

..01/7t SIH|o 27
...[/ga eonjeyeyo?

Xz R Ald?

Jigeum myeot siyeyo?

R Alof] 2htR?

myeot sie mannayo?

AlZE o R?

sigan isseoyo?

Q= HEO|OF?

oneul myeochiriya?

...0|/7} eAX[OF?

...l[/ga eonjeya?

Xz R AlOF?

Jjlgeum myeot siya?

R Aloj] 2ELf?

myeot sie manna?

AlZE Lod?

sigan isseo?

8 Three Verbs You Can Already Use — SA}

Korean Basic Conversation 1 - Page 62




EVERYDAY POLITE (-8) FORMAL (-HL|LC})

J{Hge) abChL|Ch
to meet (ZtLICH =
mannayo lglelalaleloalallee]

2R =S,
to see (ECH = .
bwayo bomnida

AR olAL|Ct

[sseoyo itseumnida

to have; to exist (UALCH

M Vocabulary — 0{%]

KOREAN SAY IT ENGLISH

o-neul today

nae-il tomorrow

eo-je yesterday

Ji-geum

yo-il day of the week

Jju-mal weekend

saeng-il birthday

wol month

day of the month

o'clock; hour (of the clock)

minute

half; half past
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ENGLISH
0-jeon a.m.; morning
o-hu p.m.; afternoon
si-gan time; free time; hours (duration)
myeot how many; what (number) question word
eon—je when question word
myeo-chil what day of the month question word
man-na-da to meet

bo-da to see; to watch

Two Number Systems in One Sentence

M| Al M2 2 uses both: M| (native 3) for the hour and 22 (Sino-Korean 15) for the minutes. The
counter decides: A| takes native numbers, while &£, & and ¥ take Sino-Korean numbers. Sound

check: &2 is said "si-bo", and A|'2 (October) has no H at all.

Al vs A|ZE
Al names a clock time (M| Al, three o'clock); A2t is an amount of time (M| A|Zt, three hours) and

also means free time (A|ZF QO] 2 ?). Mixing them up is a common learner slip.

As Heard in Dramas — E2}0}0f|A{

Two things you will hear all the time: 2f; ("an appointment, a promise to meet") as in kL QR

("I have plans"), and friends suggesting -Xt: & AlOf| BELEX} (Met's meet at two"), as in dialog 6.

Characters also say & A|OF? in a panic when they are late.

Grammar Pointer
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The two number systems and their counters are in Korean Grammar 1, chapter 9. The particle 0| for
"at (a time)" is covered in Korean Grammar 1, chapter 4, and the copula 0|0l /0| in Korean

Grammar 1, chapter 5.

# Try It Yourself — &

1. Say "Today is Friday and tomorrow is Saturday."

¥ Show answer

Q=2 =2Y0/0|2. Y2 ELYU0|0 K.

2, Say "June 6th" and "October 10th".
¥ Show answer

oL © 0O (=] (o)
SE S Yand Al E N L.

3. Ask politely what time it is, then answer "It's 9:20".

¥ Show answer

K= R Al62? — 0k= Al O] 200 K.

4. Say "Let's meet at half past seven (p.m.)".

¥ Show answer

5. Which is right for 4:00: U| A| or Af A|?
¥ Show answer

H| Al. Hours use native numbers (and 4 shortens to U|).

6. Ask a friend casually whether they're free on Sunday.
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¥ Show answer

LR AlZE L2
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Korean Basic Conversation 1

@ Ordering Food & Drink at a Café — 71| 0f| A

eo = 1 (short, open "uh")  eu = — (unrounded "00") ae = H (like the vowel in "bed")

[ 1 = how the word is actually said, where it differs from the spelling

(1 The Basic Order — OfH|2| 7t St Tt FTA|2 2 Here or To Go? — 07|M EA! Ho|R?

M MR, FE5HAZ0R? 07IM E4 HoR?

Welcome. Would you like to order? Will you have it here?

OfO| A OFH|2|Fte BF TH FM|R. OfLIR, 7t Z A K.

One iced americano, please. No, I'll take it with me.

L. EE RSt H JA2M K? [HEEot He, X2 HR?

Yes. Anything else you need? Hot or cold?

OfL|R, MEOIR. [H5Eoh 2HE| 2 M| 2.

No, that's fine. A hot latte, please.

® Drinks and Cake — 5 ZH0|Z} #|0| 3 SfLIR @ At the Kiosk — 7|2A 37} of2{
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I = THO[ & #[0]| 2 oF 7 FAIR.

Two coffees and one cake, please.

A o] BAOlOZ CAUNR?

Which flavour of cake would you like?

=2 AH0|ZZ FA K.

Chocolate cake, please.

® Paying (formal) — A2 FHIR

Aol =M K.

The bill, please.

FIER SHA|ZEL|TE, $12
L7t

Would you like to pay by card or by cash?

JIEE EAR. 3 FAH KA.

By card. And a receipt too, please.

A~ Key Phrases — &8

O = SR

71K, 0|7 o{EH dlig?

Excuse me, how do I do this?

tlsE F2D

FIEZ A LStAlR.

Press the menu item and pay by card.

Of, mEr&L|Ct.

Ah, thank you.

® Two Friends (casual) — ¥ OFA{?

# OpA? LI &4

What are you drinking? I'll buy.

Lt= <At 20R!

Green tea for me. Thanks!

AOo|2 = HE2?

Want some cake too?

g, Foi

Yes, sure!
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SITUATION POLITE

LT RAR .. ot Tt
One ... please
....han jan juseyo ....han jan jwo

F2Ee F2e

I'll order
Jjumunhalgeyo Jjumunhalge

7| M HEAH 2 7| M HEA

yeogiseo meogeulgeyo yeogiseo meogeulge

Having it here

ItEAR / 2 FHR ZLESH F
gajyeogalgeyo / pojanghae juseyo pojanghae jwo

Taking it with me

[H5Eer 7 / OIO| A2 FAIR et 22 / 0tojA 2

ttatteutan geo / aiseuro juseyo ttatteutan geollo / aiseuro jwo

Hot / iced

Al Ltsl =M Al &HeH F
gyesanhae juseyo gyesanhae jwo
X712 /047|8

Calling the staff (same)
jeogiyo / yeogiyo

B Counters: Tt and 7| — Tt

To ask for a number of things, put the native number and then the counter after the thing:
F{I| & ZF ("two cups of coffee"). & counts cups and glasses; 7H counts general items (cakes,

cookies, sandwiches). Remember 8t, &, M|, U| for 1—4 (Chapter 7); CH is five.
NUMBER WITH % (CUPS) WITH 7l (ITEMS)
Zt han jan ot 7 han gae

£t du jan 5 M du gae
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NUMBER WITH %t (CUPS) WITH 7 (ITEMS)
M| Zt se jan Ml 7l se gae
U =t ne jan Ul 7H ne gae

EtA Zt daseot jan CtA 7H daseot gae

@ The Menu — N

ENGLISH KOREAN

americano OtH|2| 7} a-me-ri-ka-no
latte 2|

coffee 71| keo-pi

green tea =X} nok-cha

juice Ju-seu

cake ke-i-keu

cookie ku-ki

sandwich saen-deu-wi-chi

mul

8 Three Verbs You Can Already Use — SA}

EVERYDAY POLITE (-R) FORMAL (-HL]|C}) CASUAL

HR /MR (please) =L|Ct =|

jwoyo / juseyo Jjumnida Jjwo
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EVERYDAY POLITE (-R) FORMAL (-HL|LC}) CASUAL

HOR HaELI 0

meogeoyo meokseumnida meogeo

to eat (HLh

o e opAIL|C}H ObAd
to drink (OFA|CH H. 4
masyeoyo masimnida masyeo

88 Vocabulary — 0{3]

ENGLISH

ka-pe café

Ju-mun order

me-nyu

Jjan cup; glass (counter) counter

gae item (counter) counter

a-i-seu iced

tta-tteu-tan warm; hot (drink)

yeo-gi here

po-jang packing; takeaway

gye-san paying; the bill

ka-deu card

hyeon-geum cash

yeong-su-jeung receipt
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KOREAN ENGLISH
of mat taste; flavour
Ju-da to give
meok-tta to eat
ma-si-da to drink
ga-jyeo-ga-da to take (with you)
gwaen-chan-ta to be fine; to be OK adj.

tto also; again; more adverb

FM2 Does Everything
FMIR ("please give me") is the most useful word in a café. Name the thing, add the number and

counter if you want more than one, and finish with =M 2}E| St Tt =M. For the type of drink,

add 2 to say "as/in the form of": O}O| A2 FM|R ("iced, please"). 0|2 (after a consonant) / &

(after a vowel) joins two items: ZHI| 5 ZHO|2F #H|0|=.

Here or To Go

Staff usually ask ®§7|M E& |22 (note EAIL}, the respectful word for "eat/drink", used for the
customer). You answer U, 6{7| M HEH|Q or OIL| R, 7IMZ AR / EZ0|0f|2. The ending -(2)2 IR
announces what you will do ("I'll have it here"). Look for a I ("self-service") sign: many cafés

expect you to fetch water and cutlery yourself.

As Heard in Dramas — E2}H0}0{| A

Drama characters live in cafés, and the first thing you hear is 0{A] MR ("welcome"). Between
friends you get LHZ} &A| ("T'll treat you") and 210+ ("thanks"), as in dialog 6. A character who wants

a quiet talk often says 7{I| StXteER? ("fancy a coffee?"), which can really mean "let's talk".

Grammar Pointer
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The object particle /& and the particle 2 are explained in Korean Grammar 1, chapter 4; native
numbers with counters in Korean Grammar 1, chapter 9; and the polite request M| and the

respectful EA|Ctin Korean Grammar 1, chapter 10.

#& Try It Yourself — H&

1. Order one iced americano.

¥ Show answer

OFO|A OFH|2| 7t TF T F=AIR.

2. Order three lattes and two cookies.

¥ Show answer

ctEf|l Ml ZHOIE 7] &= 7H =M.

3. The staff ask whether you're having it here. Say you'll take it with you.

¥ Show answer

OtL|R, 7FHZA K. or ZZ0|0| .

4. Ask for a hot green tea.

¥ Show answer

[}t =X} SF X M| Q.

— —

5. Say you'll pay by card, and ask for a receipt.

¥ Show answer

FIEZ EAHR. BB FHKQ.

6. Offer to buy a friend a drink, casually.
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¥ Show answer

LHZt &A. (Or ask: § OFM?)
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Korean Basic Conversation 1

2 Shopping & Prices — &4

eo = 1 (short, open "uh") eu = — (unrounded "00") ae = H (like the vowel in "bed")

[ 1 = how the word is actually said, where it differs from the spelling

@ How Much Is I1t? — 0]7{ 0Oj0i|2? @ Too Expensive? — & H|MIE

X7|2, 0|7 EotoK?

Excuse me, how much is this?

3 Holo K.

It's 3,000 won.

O I FAR.

Then two, please.

That's 6,000 won.

Of 7te ool K2

How much is this bag?

I A [0,

35,000 won.

S HIMR. o WA A0 R?

That's a bit expensive. Do you have a cheaper

one?

H|, 0|21 0] 2 0|0 K.

Yes, this one is 20,000 won.

@ Size and Colour — C} ? @ At the Market — 740} =M

Korean Basic Conversation 1 - Page 75




O E[q=

This T-shirt: do you have another colour?

H2M0l 4 glojg.

We have black and white.

O ZNR.ZE He. &2 H Qo]

White, please. It's a bit big. Do you have a

smaller one?

® Paying (formal) — FtE2 A M T Q2

FIEZ AL B R?

May I pay by card?

H|, ElLICh. S5 EROtELII}?

Yes, you can. Do you need a bag?

dl, ZHR. HASE HefsiL|ct,

Yes, please. And a receipt, please.

Atz Aot ?

How much are the apples?

oF SX0f| 2 ojofL.

5,000 won a bag.

T X 2R, & 7ot =M.

I'll buy two bags. Please give me a little

discount.

a3 78 JHojl EZEA .

Then I'll give them to you for 9,000.

® Two Friends (casual) — 0|7{ O{ulj?

0|74 Ofrh{? Of| B X[ ?

How about this? Pretty, isn't it?

S, Of|ttf. K OtOF?

Yeah, it's pretty. How much is it?

at 210|OF. MtCH

10,000 won. Cheap!
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88 Money and Prices — &

The Korean currency is the won (&). A price is a Sino-Korean number + . The important

big units are M (1,000) and 2t (10,000). Korean counts in units of 10,000, not 1,000: 100,000 is

19t ("ten ten-thousands"). Say 1,000 as ¥ and 10,000 as 2t (not "€ X" or "L T

500 won o-baek won

1,000 won M cheon won

3,500 won sam-cheon-o-baek won
5,000 won o-cheon won

10,000 won man won

15,000 won man o-cheon won
35,000 won sam-man o-cheon won

100,000 won sim-man won

& This, That, and That Over There — 0|7 - 1A . }{#

MEANING KOREAN BEFORE A NOUN
this (near me) 0|7 igeo O| 714t i gabang 47| here
that (near you) A geugeo 3 7t geu gabang 717| there

that over there (far from both) I‘I 7‘| jeogeo X‘l 7|'tc',|'je0 gabang X‘Ijl over there

0|7, 27{ and K are the everyday short forms of 0|2, 171 and XM 7.

Korean Basic Conversation 1 - Page 77




@ Colours and Sizes — M, 37|

ENGLISH ENGLISH KOREAN

black geo-meun-saek o]e} HE keo-yo
white hin-saek small ot Jja-ga-yo
red ppal-gan-saek expensive HI M bi-ssa-yo
blue =l pa-ran-saek cheap M ssa-yo

yellow no-ran-saek pretty Of[HH ye-ppeo-yo

A Key Phrases — 2%t B

SITUATION POLITE CASUAL

0|7 &otoi|? 0|7 &0toF?

(geo eolmayeyo? (geo eolmaya?

How much is this?

: S HIMR Z HIMC
Too expensive
jom bissayo jom bissada

CHE 7 /O W A A0 R? CHE 7 A0{?

dareun geo / deo ssan geo isseoyo? dareun geo isseo?

Do you have another/cheaper one?

Z 7ot 4R Z 740t 7

A little discount, please
Jjom kkakka juseyo Jjom kkakka jwo

FIEZ AMBSHE 22 7tE &f?

May | pay by card?
kadeuro gyesanhaedo dwaeyo? kadeu dwae?

O[7 &7l o[ &4

(geo salgeyo igeo salge

I'll take it
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8 Three Verbs You Can Already Use — SA}

EVERYDAY POLITE (-R) FORMAL (-HL|C}) CASUAL

At AfL|CE Af

to buy (AFChH )
sayo elaglgltele] sa
ZRile LRefLCt 2R

to need (R RSICH
piryohaeyo piryohamnida Jollg%elgle

He LT &

dwaeyo doemnida

to be OK; to become (&|CH

M Vocabulary — 0{%]

KOREAN ENGLISH

how much question word

won (Korean currency)

thousand number

ten thousand number

ga-gyeok price

YLelale] market

pyeo-nui-jeom convenience store

ga-bang bag

bong-tu (shopping) bag; envelope

saek colour
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KOREAN ENGLISH

O|7‘I [-geo this (thlng) pronoun

17" geu-geo that (thlng) pronoun

Jjeo-geo that over there pronoun

bi-ssa-da to be expensive

ssa-da to be cheap

keu-da to be big

Jjak-tta to be small

sa-da to buy

kkak-tta to cut; to give a discount

da-reun other; different

When You May Bargain

& 7of MK ("a little discount, please") works at traditional markets and street stalls, especially if
you buy several items, and is much more welcome with a smile. In department stores, malls and
chain shops prices are fixed, so do not try it there. Buying more helps: 5 7§ AFH I L2 ("is
there a discount if I buy two?"). You can repeat a price back to check it: 2/2F #10|2? ("30,000

won?").

Hear a Price

Staff often speak fast and drop the 2: 28t @M is already "35,000". Listen for the big words ¥ and

o first, then the numbers around them. A common trap is 30,000 versus 3,000: 23t vs A

As Heard in Dramas — E2}0}0f|A{

Characters shopping together say 0|7 OIt? ("how about this?") and G|¥8C}!. Someone paying for

everyone says LHZ} ‘@A ("T'll pay"). A shopkeeper might call a customer 24 and an older woman
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customer MY (literally "mother"); a stall owner you want a discount from is a good time for an At

&l as in Chapter 6.

Grammar Pointer
The Sino-Korean numbers and & are covered in Korean Grammar 1, chapter 9. The -0/ & verb
endings (AfR, 2 Q6| R) are in Korean Grammar 1, chapter 6, and -(2) 2 4|2 and the permission

pattern -Of /0 B 2? are touched on in Korean Grammar 1, chapter 10.

#& Try It Yourself — H&

1. Ask how much "this" costs, politely.

¥ Show answer

o[ &otofe?

2. Read these prices aloud: 2,000 won; 12,000 won; 45,000 won.

¥ Show answer

O|H &; Bt O|™ &, ARt @™ 3.

3. Say "That's a bit expensive. Do you have a cheaper one?"

¥ Show answer

Z HIMR. O M HJqo?

4. At a market, ask for a little discount.

¥ Show answer

= 7t0t FHIL.

5. Ask if you may pay by card.

¥ Show answer
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FIEE A MHE B R?

6. Which would you use to point at something far from both of you: 0|74, 27{ or X{#{?

¥ Show answer

XA.
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Korean Basic Conversation 1

@ Asking for Directions — & 27|

eo = 1 (short, open "uh")  eu = — (unrounded "00") ae = H (like the vowel in "bed")

[ 1 = how the word is actually said, where it differs from the spelling

@ Where Is I1t? — O{C|0]] 0|22 @ Turn Left, Turn Right — QEZO R JiNR

AHRLICH XISHFE 0] o T off LA X7|R, 20| ofC|de?
22

Excuse me, where's the bank?

Excuse me. Where is the subway station?

Z 7M. MAE[0M LEZLZ Tt
X7[of AojR. Z THM( 2. .

It's over there. Go straight. Go straight. At the crossroads, go right.

HO{R? QEXO0|R? ZAFELICH

Is it far? To the right? Thank you!

OfLIR, 77 R. @ B ZaE{.

No, it's close. It takes about five minutes.
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@ Next To, In Front Of — M9|

®F
Lict

S}E&o] ool Rl R?

Where is the toilet?

Ho|H Hof AN L.

It's next to the convenience store.

of A= ¢tofl= |lojR?

There isn't one inside this building?

H|, A= 5ol AN K.

No, it's outside the building.

ormal Directions — Z

S 2 ofC|of| ASLI7F?

Where is the hotel?

@ Subway Exit — R tH £3102?

M=ol o8 7tR?

How do I get to Seoul Station?

X|sHEE Etd 2. & SM0[0| 1.

Take the subway. It's Line 1.

RS2 LR?

Which exit do I take?

FHEFZ LIVINR.

Go out through exit 2.

® Two Friends (casual) — O{C|O}?

L X|= o{C|OF?

Where are you now?

7t| 2O0[OF. =2

In front of the café. And you?

Lt= XSS etolof. =& 7H

I'm inside the subway station. I'll be right

there!
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A Key Phrases — 2% ¥

SITUATION

Where is ...?

Where is ...? (short)

How do | get to ...7

Go straight

Go right / left

It's over there

Is it far?

POLITE

..0l/7 o{L|of R0 R?

...[/ga eodie isseoyo?

..01/7} ofC|of K2
...l/ga eodiyeyo?

B [0 L [ o

...e eotteoke gayo?

Z It
Jjuk gaseyo

QEZR /AZOF JINR

oreunjjok / oenjjogeuro gaseyo

X710 A

jeogie isseoyo

2O{R?

meoreoyo?

Position Words — $|X]

CASUAL

..01/71 o] of] RL0q?

...[/ga eodie isseo?

..0l/7t ofCfoF?
...l[/ga eodiya?

Ol oA Jp?

...e eotteoke ga?

2t

Jjjuk ga

iy s SO

oreunjjok / oenjjogeuro ga

7| Ao

jeogi isseo

H0{?

meoreo?

Put the position word after the place and add 0f]: 2| FHO| }HL ("It's next to the

convenience store").

ENGLISH

in front of

behind

next to; beside

KOREAN

ot
™
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ENGLISH KOREAN

above; on top

below; under otzl / & a-rae / mit
inside

outside bak

right o-reun-jjok
left oen-jjok

straight ttok-ba-ro / jjuk

8 Three Verbs You Can Already Use — SAl

EVERYDAY POLITE (-8) FORMAL (-HL|CH CASUAL

to go (ZtCh

to be (located); to have (ULCH

to take (a vehicle); to ride (EfCH

7t /7t R
gayo / gaseyo

AHL

[sseoyo

ElR /EINR
tayo / taseyo

2Lt

gamnida

AL/

itseumnida

BfLICE

tamnida

7t
ga

M Vocabulary — 0{%]

KOREAN ENGLISH

gil road; way

Ji-ha-cheol-lyeok subway station
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KOREAN

chul-gu

sa-geo-ri

geon-mul

hwa-jang-sil

eun-haeng

ho-tel

eo-di

eo-tteo-ke

Jjeo-gi

ap

yeop

o-reun-jjok

oen-jjok

ga-da

ta-da

meol-da

ga-kkap-tta

Jjuk

Two Ways to Ask "Where?"

ENGLISH

exit

crossroads

building

toilet; restroom

bank

hotel

WHETE question word

how question word

over there

front; in front of

side; next to

right

left

to go

to take; to ride

to be far

to be close

straight on; all the way adverb
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The short ...0l/7F O{C]|0f| 22 ("where is ...?") is enough in most situations: even 2}%2H4& O{C[0f| Q7
with no particle is understood. ...0|/Z} O{C|0f] Y L? ("where is ... located?") is a little fuller. Use O]
after a consonant and 7} after a vowel (XS} 0|, 2&0| vs @ E!O|, SHEHAI0)). To ask how to get

somewhere, use ...0ll ({2 H| 7} 2.

Landmarks and Exits

Korean directions lean on landmarks: a A}7{2| (crossroads), a convenience store, a café, or a X|sH&
. For the subway, stations have numbered exits, so people say 5 1 &7 ("exit number 2") or, with
Sino-Korean numbers, a line number: & © 41 (Line 1). When you hear -(2)2 after a direction (2
EZOR=R), it means "towards". A map app on your phone is perfectly normal, and a passer-by will

often point and say X 7| K.

As Heard in Dramas — E2}010f|A{
In dramas, one character phones another with L{ 0{C|OF? ("where are you?"), answered by X|2 7|1
210{ ("I'm on my way") or 42| C} £t0] ("I'm almost there"). The honorific request -M2 (% 7IH|R)

is the polite way strangers give directions, and in dramas taxi drivers get 7|AF'e and a place to stop:
H7|A MR =ML ("please stop here").

Grammar Pointer

The location particle 0 and the direction particle (2)& are explained in Korean Grammar 1, chapter

4; UL} as "to be (located)" and the polite requests with -M|& in Korean Grammar 1, chapter 10.

& Try It Yourself — 95

1. Ask politely where the toilet is.

¥ Show answer

StEf 20| OE[0f|R2? or 2HE20] o]0 R R?

2. Ask how to get to Seoul Station.
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¥ Show answer

MEF0| oA 7tR?

3. Tell someone "Go straight, then turn left at the crossroads."

¥ Show answer

Z7tHIR. AAHE|0M RIZS = THN K.

4. Say "The bank is next to the café."

¥ Show answer

22 7th Fofl AN K.

5. Ask which exit number to take.

¥ Show answer

RHEFAZLIIIR?

6. Text a friend: "Where are you now?"

¥ Show answer

L4 Xl= O{C[Of?
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Korean Basic Conversation 1

#8 Booking a Hotel — S 0|2}

eo = 1 (short, open "uh") eu = — (unrounded "00") ae = H (like the vowel in "bed")

[ 1 = how the word is actually said, where it differs from the spelling

@ Checking In — Gijef3io|R @ No Booking — & 0{R2?

FESIM 2. M2 2l ote{ 1 Sh=H| K. ook ot HoIR. 25 & A0 K?

I haven't booked. Do you have a room tonight?

Hello. I'd like to check in.

H, AR. HE SO 7oe?
H|, ol 25 22
Yes, we do. How many days will you stay?

Yes, have you made a booking?

O] 8#f0|R. & 2= otLt FMK.
H|, Bfj2fA0 K. 0| F2 A0[A0 L.

Two nights. A single room, please.

Yes, I've booked. The name is Smith.

FAIZE7|CHE] =M.

Please wait a moment.
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@ Room Type — 24 A0{R? @ Breakfast and Wi-Fi — OF&l &JA} Zgto|of|
22

=2=8 T A0R?
OFA] AlAF E3tO0f 22
Do you have a heated-floor room too?

Is breakfast included?

H|, AN L. EH Lot 2= Sof o
U0l ZLM|R? H|, @& AIFE S AKX HR. & & 4

Zol0lL.

Yes. Which would you prefer, a bed room or a
heated-floor room? Yes, from 7 to 10. It's the restaurant on the

ground floor.

Qto|ItO| H|ZHS 7 Ho|2?
I'll take the heated-floor room.

What's the Wi-Fi password?

® Check-out (formal) — X320} st SLICt

M 30tz StASLICE B4 7] ASL OftH o

Ct.

Shall we stay in a hanok for this trip?

I'd like to check out. Here is the key. — i -
ZOp 2=Y0| UpSEot S,

ZEAFSIL|CE 2t oI &L 72 Sure! I hear the heated-floor rooms are warm

and nice.

Thank you. How was your room? N
2 LZE of[eFetAl.

Then I'll book it.
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It was very good. Thank you.

A Key Phrases — 2% 3

SITUATION

I'd like to check in

| have a booking

Booked under

REINE

Do you have a

room?

The key, please

I'd like to check out

Please wait a

moment

POLITE

H=Q! st sH=Hle /M3l 5t Aole

chekeuin haryeogo haneundeyo / chekeuin hago

sipeoyo

oflefMoie

yeyakhaesseoyo

oflefet [0 S LIt

yeyakhan [name] imnida

Y AHK?

bang isseoyo?

B4 FMR

yeolsoe juseyo

M|=0FZ ot HojR

chekeuaut hago sipeoyo

A o FAR

Jjamsiman gidaryeo juseyo

<4 Counting Nights — 4}

K| =22l

—

chekeuin hallae

Of| of oA

yeyakhaesseo

(not used)

2 A?
bang isseo?
=P

yeolsoe jwo

M =0kz el

chekeuaut hallae

et 7|ch
Jjamkkanman

gidaryeo

A hotel stay is counted in nights with the counter 8}, using Sino-Korean numbers:

night), O] B} (2 nights), & Bt (3 nights). Trips are often written as nights and days: O|

(2 nights, 3 days), the standard way to say a short break.
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KOREAN
1 night 2! gt il bak
2 nights = ({ bak
3 nights & 5 sam bak
5 nights o bak

2 nights, 3 days ({ bak sam il

- Rooms and Places to Stay — %, 4

ENGLISH

single room sing-geul-lum

double room deo-beul-lum

twin room teu-win-rum

heated-floor room (ondol) on-dol-bang

traditional Korean house ha-nok

guesthouse ge-seu-teu-ha-u-seu

hotel ho-tel

8 Three Verbs You Can Already Use — SA}

EVERYDAY POLITE (-R) FORMAL (-HL]|C}) CASUAL

of efsll 2 of oFgfL|ct ofl F3H

to book (0| 2F5HCt
yeyakhaeyo yeyakhamnida yeyakhae
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to wait (7| CF2|Ch

to stay; to sleep (S Lt/ XICH

B8 Vocabulary —

EVERYDAY POLITE (-8)

7|CHH R
gidaryeoyo

SR /AR
mugeoyo / jayo

!

FORMAL (-HL|C}H)

7|CHELIC

gidarimnida

S&LICH/ ZL

mukseumnida / jamnida

CASUAL

7|C}
gidaryeo

F0{ /Xt

mugeo / ja

KOREAN

off of

M=l

ENGLISH

ye-yak

che-keu-in

che-keu-a-ut

bang

reservation; booking

check-in

check-out

bak night (of a stay)

(-reum

yeol-soe key

chim-dae bed

a-chim sik-ssa

po-ham

wa-i-pa-i

bi-mil-beon-ho

cheung

Wi-Fi

breakfast

included

password

floor; storey

Korean Basic Conversation 1 - Page 94

counter

counter




KOREAN ENGLISH

Al Jim luggage; baggage

of|2FSICE ye-yak-ha-da to book

7|Ct2|Ct gi-da-ri-da to wait

2C} muk-tta to stay (overnight)

AHCE Jja-da to sleep

[L}SESHCE tta-tteu-ta-da to be warm adj.

ZHA| S Jjam-si-man just a moment adverb

Checking In

Staff expect the polite -2 or formal -E L|C} endings. The simplest check-in line is H|3 9l 5}11 #0{Q
("I want to check in"); M3l }2{ 11 St=0|R sounds softer. Then give your booking: 0|2 ("I've
booked") and 0|2Fet [name] &ILICt. The ending -=O|R trails off politely, inviting the other person

to answer. If you have no booking, @& & 0| 2? works ("have you a room today?").

Hanok and Ondol

A 82 is a traditional Korean house, and many are now guesthouses. The traditional & system

heats the floor, so an 2&% is a room where you sleep on a mattress on the warm floor rather than in
a bed. Many hotels offer both types, so you can ask 2= Q0 2?. A AIAESRA is the modern

budget guesthouse; the older word 02t means a cheap inn and is not quite the same thing.

As Heard in Dramas — E2}0}0j|A{

Drama characters on a trip often say & 7}X}! ("let's go on a trip!") and & 5Lt O O} 3 ("book one

=
more room"). A hanok stay is a favourite romantic scene, and you will hear 0] 8 & 2 for a short trip.

Staff always use polite forms, while the friends talk casually to each other.

Grammar Pointer
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The past tense in O AL (- /A K) is covered in Korean Grammar 1, chapter 7; the wish
pattern -11 408 and the polite requests with -M|2 in Korean Grammar 1, chapter 10; and Sino-

Korean numbers with counters such as g} in Korean Grammar 1, chapter 9.

#& Try It Yourself — H&

1. Say "I'd like to check in. I've booked."

¥ Show answer

M2l ot Ao K. ofefHo K.

2, Ask if they have a room tonight.

¥ Show answer

s & AN R?

3. Say you want a double room for three nights.

¥ Show answer

& 2 HS & otLt AR,

4. Ask whether breakfast is included.

¥ Show answer

OFA] AlAF EEO|0f 22

5. Ask for the Wi-Fi password.

¥ Show answer

QtO|Ito| H|2HS 7} 70| 2?

6. Say "I'd like to check out. Here's the key."
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¥ Show answer

M30HR ot AR, B4 67| AN K.

Korean Basic Conversation 1 - Page 97




Korean Basic Conversation 1

® Getting Around —

eo = 1 (short, open "uh") eu = — (unrounded "00") ae = H (like the vowel in "bed")

[ 1 = how the word is actually said, where it differs from the spelling

@ A T-money Card — E|HL| 7IE FMHIR 2 Which Line? — R S M0|0|R?

E|HL| 7t= StLE FAMIR.
One T-money card, please.

Excuse me. Which line is Myeong-dong

station on?

H|. 20 SHol =EntR?

Sure. How much shall I load on it? A|' Ekl 0|01|8 O:|7|k| Hol: OHR.

o & %I -LH A'”R It's Line 4. You need to transfer here.

Please put 10,000 won on it.

O{C|M Ets3lie?

Where do I transfer?

ChS SOl A ZOtELM|R.

Change at the next station.

Korean Basic Conversation 1 - Page 98




@ On the Bus — O] tHA 7127

Of HA M= 7tR?

Does this bus go to Seoul Station?

H|, 7tR. EtMIR.

Yes, it does. Get on.

ol M.

Please tell me when to get off.

E

One ticket to Busan, please.

HEzoR, 2=o0|2?

One-way or return?

UAEOZ FMR. H Al 7|ktoi|2?

A return, please. What time is the train?

® Formal Announcement — QHLH b ® Two Friends (casual) — X|ot& Ef?

OH A2 M=

This station is Seoul Station.

Li2|e 22 2AZ LI,

—

The doors to exit are on the left.

A Key Phrases — 2% 3

X|oHE EtL 2771, A S

Shall we go by subway, or take the bus?

X|oHE0| Eet, X|5HE Efx}

The subway is faster. Let's take the subway!

SITUATION

E[HL| FtE MR

timeoni kadeu juseyo

A T-money card, please

CASUAL

E|HL| 7t= #

timeoni kadeu jwo
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SITUATION

Top up my card

Which line?

Where do | transfer?

Does this go to ...7

One ticket, please

One-way / return

Which exit?

POLITE

S FHR

chungjeonhae juseyo

R 2 H0lofK?

myeot hoseonieyo?

LM BtsalR?

eodiseo hwanseunghaeyo?

0|7 .0l 7tR?

(geo ...e gayo?

Eo MR
pyo han jang juseyo

mE /2=0|R
pyeondo / wangbogiyo

3 H =707

myeot beon chulguyeyo?

@ Counting Tickets — &

CASUAL

Sl #

chungjeonhae jwo

R 2 40[0F?

myeot hoseoniya?

O{C| M 2tsdf?

eodiseo hwanseunghae?

0|7 ..ol 712

(geo ...e ga?

R

pyo han jang jwo

(same)

T ET0p

myeot beon chulguya?

Tickets are counted with % (for flat things such as tickets and paper) and native numbers: ot

), F & (2), Ml & (3), Ul & (4). The line and exit numbers use Sino-Korean numbers:

O] =M (Line 2), &F H &7 (Exit 3).

B Three Verbs You Can Already Use — SA}

EVERYDAY POLITE (-2) FORMAL (-HL|C}) CASUAL

EtR /EtMIR BfLICE Et

tayo / taseyo tamnida ta

to take; to ride (E}CH
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to get off (LHZ|Ch

to transfer (IS 6}CH

EVERYDAY POLITE (-2)

L2 R / LH2[MIR

naeryeoyo / naeriseyo

Sole

hwanseunghaeyo

88 Vocabulary — 0{3]

FORMAL (-HL|C}h)

LRIt

naerimnida

ShASHL|CH

—od

hwanseunghamnida

CASUAL

hwanseunghae

KOREAN

X|5HE

EHA

7|k}

(o]
=

Ji-ha-cheol

beo-seu

gi-cha

yeok

pyo

Jjang

ho-seon

chul-gu

ti-meo-ni

chung-jeon

hwan-seung

pyeon-do

wang-bok

ENGLISH

subway

bus

train

station

ticket

sheet; ticket (counter)

(subway) line number

exit

T-money (transport card)

charging; topping up

transfer

one-way

return; round trip

Korean Basic Conversation 1 - Page 101

counter

counter




KOREAN ENGLISH
da-eum next
ta-da to take; to ride
nae-ri-da to get off
hwan-seung-ha-da to transfer
ga-ra-ta-da to change (trains/buses)
ppa-reu-da to be fast

chung-jeon-ha-da to top up; to charge

Tap In, Tap Out
A E|HL] card works on subways and buses: tap it on the reader at the gate (and again when you
leave); on a bus tap when you get on and when you get off. You can buy one at a convenience store,

with E|HL| 7= M|, and top it up with 8. A transfer between a bus and the subway is

cheaper when you use the same card. Ask HC|A] 258 2? ("where do I transfer?") if you are

unsure.

One-way or Return

ML means one-way and &5 means a return (round trip). For long-distance trains you will see KTX
(the fast train) and slower intercity trains; buy at the counter or a machine with 3 ot & FNM R,
adding your destination and the time (2 A| 7|X}0{| 27?). Station announcements are formal: O| &

A2 . .QL|C} ("this station is...").

As Heard in Dramas — E210}0]| A
Journeys are classic drama scenes: %A} ("the last train/bus") and A} ("the first one") carry a lot of

emotion. You will also hear EA|! and Z7|AHE, O47|A] LH2{ =ML ("driver, please let me out here").

Between friends, -2M? and -X} make suggestions, as in dialog 6.
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Grammar Pointer
The particle Off for "to" and 0| A for "at/from" are in Korean Grammar 1, chapter 4; the counter-with-
number system in Korean Grammar 1, chapter 9; and the polite requests -M| 2 and -0t/0 FM|R in

Korean Grammar 1, chapter 10.

# Try It Yourself — 9&

1. Ask for a T-money card and ask them to put 10,000 won on it.

¥ Show answer

E[HL| 7IE F=AM|R. T & SF6 =M.

2. Ask which line Myeong-dong station is on.
¥ Show answer

HEH2 X zMdolox?

OO 11—

3. Ask where to transfer.

¥ Show answer

LM EsdliR?

4. Ask if this bus goes to Seoul Station.

¥ Show answer

O HA M=<of 7tR?

5. Buy two return tickets.

¥ Show answer

IFEF T FAR.
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6. Suggest to a friend: "Let's take the subway."

¥ Show answer

X|otE EtAH

y Course Complete — =115 SL|C|H!

CHAPTER YOU CAN NOW...
Greetings & Goodbyes greet, thank, apologise and say goodbye, bowing and all
Introducing Yourself give your name and say you're pleased to meet someone

Numbers, Age & Contact count with both number systems and give a phone

Details number

Where You're From say countries, nationalities and where you live

Your Family name relatives and ask about someone's family
Your Job ask and say what you do, and use work titles with &
Days, Dates & Time give the day, the date and the time

At the Café order food and drink and pay

_ ) ask a price, choose size and colour, and bargain at a
Shopping & Prices
market

Directions ask where a place is and follow simple directions
Booking a Hotel check in, ask about rooms, breakfast and check-out

Getting Around use a T-money card, change lines and buy a train ticket

Where Next?
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Korean Basic Conversation 2 continues from here with the next set of everyday situations.

Meanwhile keep watching your Korean TV shows: you now recognise the polite endings, the casual gt

2t between friends, and the titles and kinship words that drama characters use all the time. Korean

Grammar 1 explains the "why" behind every pattern you have met in these twelve chapters.
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