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Korean Alphabet 2

1 it i — The Doubled Letters

our Three Letters — 11 LC Y

11

kk

a "k" sound said with a tight,
stiff throat and no puff of air

Memory hook: two 71 side by
side, like two corners standing
together: a double dose of the

same sound.

LL

tt

a "t" sound said with a tight,
stiff throat and no puff of air

Memory hook: two C side by
side: two doors next to each

other.

HH

PP

a "p" sound said with a tight,
stiff throat and no puff of air

Memory hook: two H side by

side: two buckets together.

Plain, Aspirated, Tense: One Sound, Three Ways
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ASPIRATED
= 11 kk

E t CC ¢t

Tp HE pp
The IPA marks tense stops with a small mark under the letter (for example /k/, /t/, /p/). The

same page notes that some writers use an apostrophe or an asterisk instead, which is not

standard IPA usage.

The tense letters are not simply "louder". The pages describe a difference in the throat and
in the airflow, so what you want to hear is a tight, sharp start to the consonant without the

puff that 3 E I have.

The romanisation kk, tt, pp is a doubled letter. It does not tell you how the sound differs from

k, t, p, so the sound is best learned from a recording, not from the romanisation.

I have not found a reliable hand test that separates tense from plain. Listen to a native

speaker for the contrast.

The Block Table

A tense letter goes in the block exactly where its plain letter would: first, with the vowel to the

right (vertical vowels) or below (horizontal vowels). It takes the same room as one wide letter.

)| B 7n | n | 7
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Look-Alike Warnings

T and 3. 1 is two 71 side by side; 3 is one 71 with a line across it.
L and E. T is two separate door shapes; E is one door with a bar inside it.

B, H and I. t is two H shapes side by side; H is a single square with two handles; I has a

bar across the top with two legs.

Read It — First Words With Tense Letters

ROMANISATION ENGLISH

dad

older brother (said by a

woman)

rabbit

ko-kki-ri elephant

a little while ago

CC
—a

HH HH ppo-ppo

A Famous Trio
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Learners are often shown one trio of words that differ only in the first consonant. Read them

and notice that the vowel and the final 2 are the same:

ROMANISATION ENGLISH SERIES

dal plain C

ttal daughter tense

] mask aspirated E

Not Yet Verified

The count of 51 jamo, the five tense letters, the description of tense consonants as made with a
constricted glottis and extra subglottal pressure, the point about shorter vowels and the IPA marking
come from Wikipedia's "Hangul" and "Korean phonology" pages. A web search confirmed that 88 is
ppoppo, "kiss", and that the romanisation doubles the letter (kk, tt, pp); it did not confirm the other
words. The meanings of Ottt U, E77|, 7[2|, Of7t, BE2|, &£, &, H and &, the note that 24} is said
by a woman to an older brother, and the splitting of each word into blocks are from my own
knowledge, so check them against a dictionary. The English sound hints ("tight, stiff throat, no puff")
and the memory hooks are my own wording; I have not checked stroke order, and no recording is

included.

Sources for This Chapter

Wikipedia, "Hangul" (letter counts) and "Korean phonology" (tense consonants); a web search on

tense-consonant romanisation and example words (beginner guides, Korean phonology, Wikibooks).

Try It Yourself — €&

1. Read these blocks aloud: 77|' CEE E'E . 7)| JEC.

¥ Show answer
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kka - tto - ppu - kki - tteu - ppa

2. Match each plain letter with its tense partner: 7

¥ Show answer

71 with 7. € with C . & with

3. Read these words: O|'HH|' . 577| . f'_77| E| . BHHH

¥ Show answer

a-ppa (dad) - to-kki (rabbit) - ko-kki-ri (elephant) - ppo-ppo (kiss)

4. Write in Hangul: a-kka - ppu-ri - tto

¥ Show answer

O}77} . Bua| . EE

5. Write the three members of the t-set (plain, aspirated, tense) and the three of the p-set.

¥ Show answer

t-set: C - E . [C

p-set: & - IT - HH

6. Read the trio = - = - £ and say which letters make the difference.

¥ Show answer

dal - ttal - tal. Only the first consonant changes: C (plain), L (tense), E (aspirated); the

and the final 2 stay the same.

Coming Up in Chapter 2

The last two tense letters: M and X%, the tense partners of A and X, and why there is no tense .
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Korean Alphabet 2

M X — The Last Two Doubled Letters

our Two Letters — M XX

M

SS

an "s" said with a tight, stiff throat; sharper than

A

Memory hook: two A side by side, like two little

roofs or two hills.

The Whole Table of Sets

IV

a "j" or "ch" sound said with a tight, stiff throat

and no puff of air

Memory hook: two X side by side: a double hat

on a double sign.

ASPIRATED

=k

Korean Alphabet 2 - Page 7




ASPIRATED

The A row has no aspirated partner, and & has neither an aspirated nor a tense partner. The
51-letter count in Wikipedia's Hangul page lists the doubled consonants as exactly 11 IC HH A

XX, so thereisno & 5.

The Korean phonology page gives a hint about why A and & sit outside the three-way
pattern. It says the contrast applies to plosives and affricates; A and & are fricatives, and the
two share traits (some aspiration at the start of a word, voicing between vowels, and a higher
pitch on the next vowel). It adds that whether A is "phonologically plain or aspirated" has

been "a source of controversy". The page does not say why there is no doubled &.

The same page notes that "as it was suggested from the Middle Korean spelling, the tense
consonants came from the initial consonant clusters sC-, pC-, and psC-". That is a point about

the history of the sounds, and I only mention it here.

The Gyeongsang dialect "is known for realization of tense M ss as plain A s", so some Korean

speakers do not make the A / M difference.

A, m and the Vowel |

The Korean phonology page says the vowel | "palatalizes /s/ and /s/", which means A and M
before | or a y-vowel are pronounced with a sound like English "sh" for most speakers. So Al
sounds like shi and M| like sshi, even though the usual romanisation writes si and ssi. X is

ritten jj, and the page says that in Seoul the three X letters (X * &) are pronounced as palatal
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M and X sit in a block like A and X, first, with the vowel to the right or below.

MEDOM R R M

L .
.. Z]Jjo
Jjeo

Look-Alike Warnings

e Mand A. M istwo A side by side; A is a single one.
e X, X and *X. X is two X shapes; X is one; X is one X with a small line on top.

e M and XX, The first looks like two roofs, the second like two hats on a line: the extra top

stroke on each X is what separates them.

Read It — Words With All Five Tense Letters

ROMANISATION ENGLISH

ssal uncooked rice

) ) mister; a middle-aged
a-jeo-ssi
man

ga-jja fake

jin-jja real; really

jja-jang-myeon black bean noodles
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ROMANISATION ENGLISH

O}77} a-kka a little while ago

E7| to-kki rabbit

Not Yet Verified

The five doubled consonants and the 51-jamo count come from Wikipedia's "Hangul" page. The
three-way contrast for plosives and affricates, tense letters written as doubled plain ones in all widely
used romanisations, the origin from Middle Korean clusters, the palatalisation of A and M before |,
the Gyeongsang realisation of M, and the remarks on A and & come from "Korean phonology". The
page gives no reason for the absence of a doubled &, and I have not looked for one. A web search on
the words did not confirm 2, OFX{ M|, ZHt, EIXt or MAEH, so their meanings are from my own
knowledge; please check them in a dictionary. The search results also disagreed on whether there are

three or five doubled consonants, and I follow Wikipedia's list of five. The sound hints, the "sh"

description and the memory hooks are my own wording, with no recording and no stroke order
checked.

Sources for This Chapter

Wikipedia, "Hangul" (letter counts) and "Korean phonology" (consonants, fricatives, palatalisation,
dialects); a web search on double consonants and example words (beginner guides, including a A vs.

M article).

Try It Yourself — H&

1. Read these blocks aloud: M|' XX
¥ Show answer

ssa - jjeu - sso - jji - ssu - jjeo

2. Write the five tense letters, and the plain letter each one doubles.
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¥ Show answer

(). (E)-wW(H). M(X). XX (X)

3. Read these words: M 7|'M|' ° jc|_|U|' - MPS T

¥ Show answer

ssal (rice) - ga-jja (fake) - jin-jja (real) - jja-jang-myeon (black bean noodles)

4. Write in Hangul: a-jeo-ssi - a-kka - ssal

¥ Show answer

OFX{ M| . OF77} . 44

5. Which consonant has no aspirated and no tense partner in the table, and what does the

Korean phonology page say about A and &?

¥ Show answer

& . The page says the three-way contrast applies to plosives and affricates, while A and &
are fricatives that share some traits (some aspiration at the start of a word, voicing between

vowels, a higher pitch on the next vowel); it does not say why there is no doubled &.

6. Pick one word from Chapter 1 and one from this chapter, and say which tense letters

each uses.
¥ Show answer

For example Ot} (t4) and XIM} (2x); or E77| (11) and OFX M| (M),

Coming Up in Chapter 3
The tense letters are done. Next come the compound vowels, starting with § and 1l : how they are

built from t, 1 and |, and why they sound so alike today.
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Korean Alphabet 2

H 1 — Two Vowels Built From Two

our Two Letters — H 1|

f

roughly like the "e" in bed roughly like the "e" in bed, or in get

ae

Memory hook: | plus | :the "a" bar with a Memory hook: { plus | :the “eo" bar with a
second bar standing beside it. The short tick sits second bar beside it. The short tick sits on the

between the two bars. outside left.

Built From Letters You Know

e H=F+ | and 1l = 1 + | . Wikipedia's Hangul page says the compound vowels result from
"modifications and combinations" of the basic ones, and that in Middle Korean " H was once

pronounced as a diphthong of the two letters that graphically compose it: | and | ".

Wikipedia's Korean phonology page explains that Middle Korean had a set of diphthongs
ending in the sound i, which later "monophthongized into modern-day front vowels": /aj/
became /¢/ (written H) and /9j/ became /e/ (written 1). "This is the reason why the hangul

letters H, 1, 4| etc. are represented as back vowels plus i."

The block rule is the one you know: both letters have a long vertical stroke, so they sit to the

right of the initial consonant (Hangul page).

Korean Alphabet 2 - Page 12




hy They Sound Alike Now

Korean phonology says: "The distinction between /e/ and /¢/ is lost in South Korean dialects—
both are most commonly realized as [¢], but some older speakers still retain the difference.”
That is the vowel of 1| (/e/) and of H (/¢/). It adds that "as for North Korean, some works report
the distinction to be robust", although one study it cites found even younger speakers there
produced it inconsistently. For you, the practical result is that most South Korean speakers
pronounce | and 1 the same, so the spelling of a word has to be learned, as with English there

and their.
LETTER ROMANISATION OLDER SOUND (IPA) MOST SOUTH KOREAN SPEAKERS

/</ (e]

Look-Alike Warnings

e H and 1l. Look for the short tick. In H it sits between the two bars; in 1 it sits on the outside
left.

e F and H. H hasasecondbar. 1 and 1l. The same.

| and H, 1l and 4. The next chapter adds a second tick to make these y-versions.
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Read It — First Words With § and 1|

ROMANISATION ENGLISH

gae dog

ge

yes

shrimp

ka-me-ra camera

ke-i-keu cake

Not Yet Verified

The list of compound vowels, the building of H from I and |, the Middle Korean history, the block
rule, and the pronunciation facts (/¢/ and /e/ merged into [¢] in South Korean dialects, some older
speakers keeping the difference, the North Korean report) come from Wikipedia's "Hangul" and
"Korean phonology" pages. I did not run a web search for this chapter: the meanings of 7H, Al, M, U,
M<, 7tH|2t, #|0]| =2 and M|+, and the loanword remarks, are from my own knowledge, so check them
in a dictionary. The English comparisons ("bed", "get"), the claim that most speakers will not hear a
difference in your own speech, the English comparison to there and their, and the memory hooks are

my own wording. I have not checked stroke order and there is no recording.

Sources for This Chapter
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Wikipedia, "Hangul" (vowel list, block rules, Middle Korean) and "Korean phonology" (vowels, the
loss of the /e/—/¢/ distinction).

1. Read these blocks aloud: 7H . L'” . 6H . k” . I:lH . H'”
¥ Show answer

gae - ne - hae - se - mae - be

2. Which two letters make up H, and which two make up 1| ?

¥ Show answer

H=F+1;4=4+1.

3. Read these words: AH . AH%D— . 9|'D'||E|' - ﬂlolﬂ

¥ Show answer

sae (bird) - sae-u (shrimp) - ka-me-ra (camera) - ke-i-keu (cake)

4. Write in Hangul: ne - gae - me-nyu

¥ Show answer

H. 71 . ol

5. How do most South Korean speakers pronounce H and 1, according to the Korean

phonology page, and why does that matter for spelling?

¥ Show answer

Both are most commonly realised as [¢], although some older speakers keep the difference.

Because they sound alike, the spelling of each word has to be learned.
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6. Where does the short tick sit in H, and where in 1 ?

¥ Show answer

In H it sits between the two bars; in 1| it sits on the outside left.

Coming Up in Chapter 4
Three more compound vowels: H and |, the y-versions of H and 1|, and -, the vowel with its own

rule for where the consonant goes.
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Korean Alphabet 2

H il -] — The Y-Versions and One Special Vowel

our Three Letters — H§ 1 -

yae
like H with a "y" in front
Memory hook: F plus |:the

y-vowel with its two ticks, with

a second bar beside it.

How They Are Built

ye
like I with a "y" in front

Memory hook: 1 plus |:the
y-vowel with its two ticks, with

a second bar beside it.

ul
—and | run together; see
the pronunciation notes

below

Memory hook: the flat — with
a standing | atits right end,

like a small flag on a line.

e H=F + | and 4l = 4 + | : each of Chapter 3's vowels with the second tick added to the

first bar.

—| = — + | . Wikipedia's Hangul page lists all three among the 11 compound vowels made by

"modifications and combinations".

Block rules. The Hangul page gives them in order: a vowel with a long vertical stroke ( H

and 1| are in its list) is written to the right of the initial consonant. A combination that
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"begins with a long horizontal stroke followed by a long vertical stroke (e.g. —|)" puts the
initial consonant above the horizontal stroke. So in 8| the & sits on top, the — below it

and the | at the right.

The Pronunciation Notes

This is where the three letters differ from the earlier ones. Here is what I found, with sources.

—| has a unique sound. Wikipedia's Korean phonology page calls —| "a unique off-glide
diphthong... that combines the sounds [w] and [i]", and says that in modern pronunciation it

"merges into /i/ after a consonant". So g can sound like hi, though the spelling stays —|.

At the start of a word, a university course page found in my search says to pronounce —| as

—and | run together, giving 2| X} as eu-i-ja.

As the possessive particle 2| (the "of" or "'s" ending), a course page and a KoreanClass101
lesson both say it is spelled 2| but commonly pronounced like e, so Lt2| can sound like na-e;

the lesson adds that na-ui is acceptable too.

H and 1. Wikipedia's Korean phonology page says the /e/—/¢/ distinction is lost in South
Korean dialects (Chapter 3), so H and i, which are the same two vowels with a y-glide, may
sound close to each other for many speakers. A flashcard page I found says 1 is often

pronounced like 1|, for example in A|A|; it is not a reliable source, so treat the point as a hint.

The sources I found do not agree on every detail, and they are mostly learner pages, not
inguistic references. For now, learn to read —| H 1| by their spelling and listen to native audio

for pronunciation. Chapter 10 returns to how spelling and sound part.

The Block Table
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Look-Alike Warnings

e H and H; 4 and 1. The y-versions have an extra tick on the first bar.

e { and H. Count the ticks and see which first bar they sit on: 1| is built on q (ticks on the
left); H is built on F (ticks on the right).

e —|and —, | . | is the two letters joined at the right end; it is a different vowel from either.

Read It — Words With H§ 1 -

ROMANISATION ENGLISH

ye yes (polite)

si-gye clock; watch

gye-ran €gg

yae-gi talk; a story

ui-ja chair

ui-sa doctor

ER
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Not Yet Verified

The list of compound vowels, the block rules (including the rule for —|) and the statements that —| is
"a unique off-glide diphthong" that "merges into /i/ after a consonant" and that the /e/—/¢/
distinction is lost in South Korean dialects come from Wikipedia's "Hangul" and "Korean phonology"
pages. A web search supported the following: 2|X} being pronounced with — and | run together at
the start of a word; the possessive 2| sounding like e, with ui acceptable (course pages from a
university and KoreanClass101); and A|A| meaning "clock; watch" with i often sounding like 1| (a
flashcard page, not a reliable source). It did not confirm H, O§7[, 0| or A|Zt. The meanings of those
words, of 2|Al and of 0| ("yes"), the "y" sound hints, the "romanisation ui" remark and the memory
hooks are from my own knowledge or wording, so check them against a dictionary and a recording. I

have not checked stroke order. The learner-page sources disagree in places on how —| is pronounced,

and I have reported that, not resolved it.

Sources for This Chapter

Wikipedia, "Hangul" (compound vowels, block rules) and "Korean phonology" (-, vowel mergers); a
web search on —|, | and example words (UBC Korean course pages, KoreanClass101 lessons, a
flashcard deck).

Try It Yourself — 95

1. Read these blocks aloud: OH . 7:” . §| . O:” . XH . 9—'

¥ Show answer

yae - gye - hui - ye - jyae - ui

2. Which two letters make up each of H, i and —|?

¥ Show answer

H=F+ ] -d=d+1 -d=—=

3. Read these words: AA| - AEE. X} S| A
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¥ Show answer

si-gye (clock) - gye-ran (egg) - ui-ja (chair) - ui-sa (doctor)

4. Write in Hangul: ye - yae-gi - na-ui

¥ Show answer

ol . OH7| . L}o|

5. In the block 3|, where does each of the three letters go?

¥ Show answer

& above the horizontal stroke, — below it, | to the right (the rule for a vowel that begins

with a horizontal stroke and ends with a vertical one).

6. What does the Korean phonology page say happens to —| after a consonant?

¥ Show answer

In modern pronunciation it merges into /i/, so 8| can sound like hi.

Coming Up in Chapter 5
The w-vowels: 4} 2| 4], which combine - with other vowels, and the block rule for combination

vowels.
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Korean Alphabet 2

1} 1 1] — Vowels Built on -

our Three Letters — 1} 1] 4]

Lf

like "wa" in want said with a

clear L-to- | glide

Memory hook: L plus |: the

"0" sits underneath, the "a" bar

rises at its right, like a small

boat with a mast.

How They Are Built

L

wae

a "w" followed by the H vowel

of Chapter 3

Memory hook: - plus l: the
same boat with the two-bar

mast.

L

oe

for most speakers now a "w"

plus the 1 sound; see below

Memory hook: - plus | : the

boat with a plain single mast.

=2+ F,sl=++ H, 2] =1L+ |.Wikipedia's Hangul page lists all three among the 11

compound vowels. It also says that in Middle Korean "some vowels were even pronounced as

triphthongs, such as +ff (-} | )", which fits tHas - + | + |.

Block rule. These are the vowels the Hangul page describes when it says that "a

combination [that] begins with a long horizontal stroke followed by a long vertical stroke"

puts the initial consonant above the horizontal stroke. So the consonant goes on top, the

-L underneath it, and the vertical stroke(s) to the right. This is the same rule as for —.
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e The Korean phonology page adds that semivowels such as /w/ "may follow consonants in
initial position in a word" and that "Hangul orthography... transcribes them as vowels", which

is why the spelling treats w as part of the vowel and not as a separate letter.

How They Sound: What the Sources Say

o 4} is the clearest: a quick glide from the sound of - into | (learner pages in my search

agree).

1l is described by the same learner pages as the "wae" sound, in words like 2 and ={X|. One
learner site compares it to the "we" in wedding, which conflicts with the others, so I treat that

comparison as unreliable.

4. Wikipedia's Korean phonology page says Korean "used to have two additional phonemes,
[o] 4| and [y] I, but they are replaced by the diphthongs [we] and [yi] by the majority of
speakers", and that the old vowel "can still be heard in the speech of some older speakers". An
official romanisation note I found says +| and | are basically pronounced as single vowels,
but pronouncing them as diphthongs is also allowed. Another source says there is little

difference between 1| and 1| in modern speech.

Chapter 3 noted that the older /e/ and /¢/ merged for most South Korean speakers. Since i
contains H and -] is now often [we], it follows that +§ and +| can sound alike for many

speakers. That is my inference from those facts, not a statement from a source.

LETTER ROMANISATION BUILT FROM TYPICAL MODERN SOUND

i }-
L + | "wae", close to [we]

[we] for most speakers

The Block Table
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Look-Alike Warnings

4}, +li, 4]. All three share the - at the bottom. Count the vertical strokes on the right: +t has

one with a tick, 1 has a tick and a second bar, +| has a plain bar.
1} and }. 4t has the - underneath, which pushes the consonant to the top.

1| and + with | . 4| is one vowel; 20| (cucumber) is the two vowels - and | in separate

blocks.

Read It — Words With 1} 1 4]

ROMANISATION ENGLISH

wow; also "come" in a verb form

apple

snack; biscuit
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ROMANISATION ENGLISH

hwa-jang-sil toilet; restroom

why

pig

company; workplace

Q|= foreign country

Not Yet Verified

The list of compound vowels, the Middle Korean +ff triphthong, the block rule, the remark about /w/
in the spelling, and the facts that +| and | were once [¢] and [y] and are now mostly [we] and [yi],
come from Wikipedia's "Hangul" and "Korean phonology" pages. A web search (Wikibooks,
KoreanClass101, a UBC course page, the Korean Ministry's romanisation notes and learner sites)
supported the sounds of +} and i and the words Atzf, 2tEAL off X S|Al and 2|=. It did not
confirm 2} or 2A}f, and the sources conflict on +| and on how to compare 1 with an English word.
The meanings, the "boat and mast" memory hooks, the English comparisons and my inference that

1l and +| can sound alike are my own, so check them against a dictionary and a recording. I have not

checked stroke order.

Sources for This Chapter

Wikipedia, "Hangul" (compound vowels, block rules, Middle Korean) and "Korean phonology" (|

and |, semivowels); a web search on +} 1§ +| (Wikibooks, KoreanClass101, UBC, learner sites).

Try It Yourself — 95

1. Read these blocks aloud: 9" . J_-'—|' . 9H . EH . 9' .

¥ Show answer
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wa - gwa - wae - dwae - oe - hoe

2. Which two letters make up each of +}, 1ff and +|?
¥ Show answer

J_l-:_l_+ |-.J_H:J_+ H .J_|=J_+

3. Read these words: A|'J_'—|' . §|'7cc>|')é| ° EHXl : 9' -

¥ Show answer

sa-gwa (apple) - hwa-jang-sil (toilet) - dwae-ji (pig) - oe-guk (foreign country)

4. Write in Hangul: wae - hoe-sa - gwa-ja

¥ Show answer

ol . 3| Ab. TR

5. In the block 2}, where does each letter go, and which rule is that?

¥ Show answer

S on top, L below it, | to the right: the rule for a combination vowel that begins with a

long horizontal stroke followed by a long vertical stroke (the same as for —).

6. What does the Korean phonology page say about | in modern speech?
¥ Show answer

The old vowel [a] has been replaced by the diphthong [we] for the majority of speakers,

though some older speakers still use the old sound.

Coming Up in Chapter 6

The last three compound vowels: = | i, built on T, and a recap of all 11.
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Korean Alphabet 2

™ Hl Tl — The Last Compound Vowels

our Three Letters — = Hl 7l

wi

T il

a "w" followed by the 1 vowel a "w" followed by the 1 vowel a "w" followed by “"ee", run

(eo) together
Memory hook: T plus 1: the

Memory hook: T plus 1:the same base with the two-bar Memory hook: T plus | : the
little "u" bar underneath, and mast. base with a single plain mast.

the "eo" bar rising on its right.

How They Are Built

e =T+ 1,dl=7T+ 1, =7+ |.Wikipedia's Hangul page lists all three among the 11

compound vowels.

e Block rule. The same as for +} 1 +| and —|: the consonant goes above the horizontal stroke
(T), and the vertical stroke(s) go to the right. So in ¢/ the © is on top and the T and the |

follow.

How They Sound: What the Sources Say
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 1l. Wikipedia's Korean phonology page says Korean "used to have two additional phonemes,
[o] 4| and [y] I, but they are replaced by the diphthongs [we] and [yi] by the majority of
speakers", and adds that "in a 2003 survey of 350 speakers from Seoul, nearly 90%
pronounced the vowel | as [yi]". A web source says the simple-vowel pronunciation (close to
German ii) is heard in southern and eastern Korea and occasionally in the capital, but cannot

be considered the standard.

Tll. A learner page says | is pronounced like +| and tH, so most speakers do not distinguish +{
4| . This matches the Chapter 3 and Chapter 5 facts: since /e/ and /¢/ merged for most

South Korean speakers, "w + e" and "w + ae" end up the same.

e 7. Ifound no source that questions its "wo" value. Take it as the learner pages give it.

The Block Table

Look-Alike Warnings

| and +}. # has T underneath and the tick on the left of the vertical bar; +} has L

underneath and the tick on the right.

7l and 4f; +] and +|. Only the base differs: T (a bar hanging down) against - (a bar

standing up).

1| and —|. | has T at the bottom; —| has —, a flat bar, with the | at its end.
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111 Compound Vowels at a Glance

LETTER ROMANISATION BUILT FROM CHAPTER
F+ o

1+ |

Tl Wi 6

Where the consonant goes. | 1 H i have a long vertical stroke, so the vowel sits to the
right of the consonant. +} 1ff 1| | | | -| begin with a horizontal stroke followed by a vertical

one, so the consonant goes above the horizontal stroke.

A running count. You now know the 24 basic letters, the 5 tense consonants and the 11
compound vowels: 40 jamo. Wikipedia's Hangul page says "North Korea [counts] 40 (not
counting 11 heterogeneous consonant digraphs)". The 11 double final consonants, the last

group, come in Chapters 7 to 9.

Read It — Words With H l 7
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ROMANISATION ENGLISH

what

won (the Korean currency)

byeong-won hospital

seu-we-teo sweater

mouse; rat

scissors

Z|0| hobby

Not Yet Verified

The list of compound vowels, the block rule, the count of 40 and 11 digraphs, and the facts that +|
and | were [¢] and [y] and are now mostly [we] and [yi] (including the 2003 Seoul survey of 350
speakers) come from Wikipedia's "Hangul" and "Korean phonology" pages. A web search
(Wikiversity, KoreanClass101, a UBC course page and learner sites) listed « =l | as %/, €I, 9,
reported | as sounding like +| and 1}, and described the range of pronunciations of Tl; it did not
cover any of the words in the table. The meanings of those eight words, the English comparisons, the
remarks on regional pronunciation of | (from one web source) and the memory hooks are my own
or from that single source, so check them against a dictionary and a recording. I have not checked

stroke order.

Sources for This Chapter

Wikipedia, "Hangul" (compound vowels, block rules, letter counts) and "Korean phonology" (+| and

7/, the 2003 survey); a web search on = | | (Wikiversity, KoreanClass10o1, UBC, learner sites).
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1. Read these blocks aloud: 'cl)'-l . ‘I?’-I . '?’-” . ‘_Ill . ‘jrc‘l . ‘?‘l
¥ Show answer

WO - mWwoO - We - gwi - jwi - wi

2. Which two letters make up each of H, #l and |?
¥ Show answer

A=T+1 -dAl=7+1 -7=71+

3. Read these words: o Ha. ﬁ'?’-”E-I 7l

¥ Show answer

won (won) - byeong-won (hospital) - seu-we-teo (sweater) - ga-wi (scissors)

4. Write in Hangul: gwi - chwi-mi - mwo

¥ Show answer

# - F/0] . #

5. Sort the 11 compound vowels by where the consonant goes: to the left of the vowel, or

above it.
¥ Show answer

Left of the vowel (vowel to the right): H 4 H 1. Above the horizontal stroke: +} 1} +[ | |

71 .

6. How many jamo do you know now, and which group of 11 is still to come?

¥ Show answer
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40 (24 basic letters, 5 tense consonants and 11 compound vowels). The 11 double final

consonants ('IA LX Ls 21 20 2d 2A 2E 20 26 I:IA) come next.

Coming Up in Chapter 7
The last group: double final consonants. Two consonants share the bottom of a block, starting

with W x & 21, This is also where the romanisation starts to fade.
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Korean Alphabet 2

N X 5 21 — Two Consonants at the Bottom

our Four Digraphs — W X 15 21

1A LX

1 4+ A L + X

when it ends a word, you hear when it ends a word, you hear
7 (k) L (n)

Memory hook: a 71 with a Memory hook: a L witha X

small A roof tucked under it. hat sitting next to it.

C

=2 4+ 1

when it ends a word, you hear
7 (k)

Memory hook: a =2 with a 71

corner after it, side by side.

Korean Alphabet 2 - Page 33

L +©

you hear L (n); the & may
add a puff to the next

consonant

Memory hook: a L witha &

beside it: a hat on a circle.




How They Are Written

e Wikipedia's Hangul page says "final heterogenous digraph consonant clusters are
orthographically considered to be two different letters combined, but phonologically

considered to be a single letter". On paper there are two letters; in sound, one.

e Block rule: "If the final consonant is a combination, place the letters side by side" at the

bottom of the block. So in 5 the 2 and 7 sit side by side under the |.

e Counting: the page gives 19 possible initials, 21 vowels and 28 final options, which combine to

give 11,172 possible blocks.

hich Consonant Do You Hear?

ikipedia's Korean phonology page first notes that "only /p, t, k, m, n, 1, I/ may occur finally":
just seven sounds can end a block. It then gives the rule for clusters: when a word ends in two
consonants and stands alone, "one of the consonants is not expressed". The clusters are
"expressed" in full "only when they are followed by a vowel". The rule for which one drops, in the

page's words:

e if thereis an /h/, "which cannot appear in final position, it will be that" that drops;

e "otherwise it will be a coronal consonant”, and if the sequence is two coronals, "the voiceless

one (/s, th, te/) will drop, and /n/ or /1/ will remain".

PRONOUNCED ALONE
DIGRAPH 5 WHY (FROM THE RULE)

A is a coronal and drops

two coronals; the voiceless X drops and L

remains

& cannot be final, so it drops

=1 (k) = is a coronal and drops, leaving the velar 1

The dropped letter is not always lost. The same page says that when the cluster is

followed by a consonant the same reduction takes place "but a trace of the lost consonant may;
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remain in its effect on the following consonant": a dropped /h/ "will leave it aspirated". Its

examples include L + & followed by C giving [nt"].

Before a vowel, both are heard. The first stays at the end of its block and the second

moves across to start the next syllable.

Exceptions exist. The page notes that 2 + 71 followed by 7 can stay as [lk], with the 2 not

elided. I note this and do not teach the rule here.

Look-Alike Warnings

e L +3% andL + X, s hasa ¢ (hat on a circle) after the L; .x hasa X (aroof on a line).
e 2 + 1 and M. 21 begins with 2; W begins with 7 and ends with A.

* Digraph and single final. & (Z + 7) is not & (Z alone): count the letters at the bottom.

Read It — Words With % Lx s 21
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ENGLISH

¥ Show
dalk; sounds like & (dak)

¥ Show
soil; earth .
heulk; sounds like

. ¥ Show
a share; a portion _
mok; sounds like = (mok)

¥ Show

ik-da; sounds like 2Lt} (ik-tta)

to read

¥ Show

an-da; sounds like 9t (an-tta)

¥ Show
to be many; to be much )
man-ta; sounds like ZtE} (man-ta)

¥ Show
to be all right; to be okay _
gwaen-chan-ta; sounds like 2i%tE} (gwaen-chan-ta)

Not Yet Verified

The list of 11 digraphs, the statement that they are two letters on paper and one in sound, the block
rule, the 28 final options, and the pronunciation rules (seven final sounds; which consonant is "not
expressed"; the trace left on the next consonant; the exception for 2 + 71 + ) come from
Wikipedia's "Hangul" and "Korean phonology" pages. A web search (KoreanClass101, learning-

korean.com, a UBC page and others) supported the general rule and the liaison before a vowel (for

example 00). It did not list &, &, &, BCt or AL The dictionary meanings and the sound-alike

respellings in the table, including the tensing in I} and LI}, are from my own knowledge, so check
them in a Korean dictionary. The memory hooks are my own, and I have not checked stroke order.
The Wikipedia rule is stated for the stems of words, and real words have exceptions I have not

researched.

Sources for This Chapter

Wikipedia, "Hangul" (digraphs, block rules, counts) and "Korean phonology" (final consonants,

clusters); a web search on double batchim (KoreanClass101, learning-korean.com and others).
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1. Read these blocks aloud: %‘II- :
¥ Show answer

dak - mok - an - man - heuk - an (as they sound when alone)

2. Which two letters make up each of ™ Lx & 21?
¥ Show answer

MN="T4+ A . XK=L4+X.5=L+S.81=2+ "1

3. Read these words: St SJCH. Q. BT

¥ Show answer

dak (chicken) - ik-da (to read) - an-da (to sit) - gwaen-chan-ta (to be okay)

4. Write in Hangul (the spelling, not the sound): the word for soil, and the word for a

share.

¥ Show answer

s =2
=1 X

5. Using the page's rule, say which consonant of 5 is not pronounced, and why.
¥ Show answer

The &. The page says an /h/, which cannot appear in final position, is the one that drops;

L remains.

6. How many different sounds can end a block, according to the Korean phonology page,

and what happens to a two-consonant ending before a vowel?

¥ Show answer
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Seven (/p, t, k, m, n, 1, 1/). Before a vowel both consonants are expressed: the first stays at

the end of its block and the second begins the next syllable.

Coming Up in Chapter 8

Four more digraphs, the 2-clusters 20 2 2k 26, and exceptions such as G{ 5.
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Korean Alphabet 2

20 281 2A 2 — The 2-Clusters

our Four Digraphs — 20 2 2 2E

cll

= N |

alone or before a consonant

you hear O (m)

Memory hook: a 2 witha O

box beside it.

cE

2 + E

you hear 2 (I)

Memory hook: a = with a E

door beside it.

cH

— R |

usually 2 (I); a few words use

H (p)

Memory hook: a 2 witha H

bucket beside it.

hich Consonant Do You Hear?

cA

=2 + A
you hear 2 (l); a rare digraph

Memory hook: a 2 witha A

roof beside it.
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Chapter 7 gave Wikipedia's rule: when the cluster stands alone, one consonant is not expressed.
If one is /h/, that goes; otherwise it is a coronal consonant, "with the exception of /1b/,
sometimes"; and between two coronals "the voiceless one (/s, tt, te/) will drop, and /n/ or /1/
ill remain". Applying it to this group:
PRONOUNCED ALONE

DIGRAPH < WHY (FROM THE RULE)
A

O (m) = is a coronal and drops, leaving the labial O

usually 2 (I); the page names this one as the exception: "/Ib/

sometimes H (p) either reduces to [l]... or to [p]"

0 two coronals; the voiceless A drops and 2
=

remains

I two coronals; the voiceless E drops and 2
= (1)

SEIS

The named examples. The Korean phonology page gives: %Ll reduces 2 to [1] (it is
pronounced as if with 2); 8Lt reduces it to [p] (as if with H); and ® 5 "is always pronounced
= even when followed by a vowel-initial particle". So 2 is the one cluster where you must

learn the word.

A learner rule of thumb. Several learner pages in my search say that "usually only the first
consonant in the double batchim is pronounced", and then list exceptions. Compare this with
the page's rule: it predicts the first consonant for ™ x 15 and (usually) =4, but for 21 and =0
the second one. Both approaches give the same sounds for the words so far; the page's rule

explains why.

Before a vowel, both are heard (as in Chapter 7). The search results give Z1H 2 as

sounding like M Q: the 2 stays, and the O moves to start the next syllable.

A trace remains. A reduced cluster can leave an effect on the next consonant; the page's

example is 2 + O followed by £ giving [md].

Example Blocks
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Look-Alike Warnings

20, 2, 2A, 26, All begin with 2. The second letter tells them apart: O (a box), & (a bucket),

(aroof), E (a door).
28 and 20, 21 (next chapter) ends in I, which has a bar across the top; 2 ends in 4.

Digraph and single final. & (Z + O) is not & (Z alone).

Read It — Words With 20 24 2o 2E

ENGLISH CHECK

¥ Show
life; a life
salm; sounds like &} (sam)

¥ Show

jeolm-da; sounds like HI} (jeom-tta)

to ¥ Show

resemble dalm-da; sounds like B (dam-tta)

eight ¥ Show
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ENGLISH CHECK

yeo-deolb; always sounds like & (yeo-deol), even before a vowel

(per the Korean phonology page)

v Show

to be short . ] -
jjalb-da; sounds like ZIL} (jjal-tta)

¥ Show
to be wide
neolb-da; sounds like 2L} (neol-tta)

¥ Show
to step on ) ) )
balb-da; an exception: sounds like 2} (bap-tta), with &

v Show

halt-da; sounds like 2t (hal-tta)

to lick

Not Yet Verified

The list of digraphs, the block rule, the pronunciation rule for clusters, the named examples %L} (as
[1]), 8 Ck (as [p]) and S ("always pronounced {&"), and the example of 2 + O followed by £
come from Wikipedia's "Hangul" and "Korean phonology" pages. A web search (KoreanClass101,
learning-korean.com and others) supported the rule of thumb, the liaison before a vowel, 5{Cl as an
exception pronounced with H, and the & clusters. It did not cover 2f, ZCt, ST, SCt or SCt. The
dictionary meanings and sound-alike respellings, including the tensing (-II}), the claim that 2t is rare
and = as its example, are from my own knowledge, so check them in a Korean dictionary (for

example the Standard Korean Dictionary or Naver). The memory hooks are mine and I have not

checked stroke order.

Sources for This Chapter

Wikipedia, "Hangul" (digraphs, block rules) and "Korean phonology" (clusters, examples); a web

search on double batchim (KoreanClass101, learning-korean.com and others).

Try It Yourself — 95
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1. Read these blocks aloud: 2 - 21 - & - 5 - S - 5

¥ Show answer

sam - jeom - jjal - neol - hal - bap (as they sound when alone)

2. Which two letters make up each of =0 24 2 2E?
¥ Show answer

M=-—24+0.B=24+H.=2+A.E=02 4 E

3. Read these words: O:I = . IExHI-[:|- I:|' A El'

¥ Show answer

yeo-deol (eight) - jjal-tta (short) - bap-tta (to step on) - jeom-tta (young)

4. Write in Hangul (the spelling): the word for eight and the word for life.

¥ Show answer

Cf Al
cH © 20

5. Which cluster is the one the page singles out as the exception, and what are its two

possible sounds?

¥ Show answer

2 (2 + H). It reduces either to [1] (as in ZCH) or to [p] (as in 8CH); {5 is always

pronounced =

6. What happens to & when a vowel follows, as in Z0{2°?

¥ Show answer

Both consonants are heard: the 2 stays at the end of its block and the O moves across to

start the next syllable (jeol-meo-yo).

Coming Up in Chapter 9
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The last three digraphs: 21 2 BA and a recap of all 11 double finals.
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Korean Alphabet 2

2l 26 BA — The Last Three

our Three Digraphs — 21 25 W

cll Lo HA

2 + I 2 + © H+ A

alone or before a consonant you hear 2 (l); the & is silent you hear H (p)

or aspirates what follows

you hear H (p)
Memory hook: a 5 bucket

Memory hook: a 2 witha & Memory hook: a 2 witha & with a A roof beside it.

table beside it. hat beside it.

hich Consonant Do You Hear?

The Chapter 7 rule still applies: when the cluster stands alone, one consonant is not expressed;

/h/ goes first, otherwise a coronal consonant goes.

PRONOUNCED

DIGRAPH
ALONE AS

2 is a coronal and drops, leaving the labial I,

heard as H in final position

/h/ is the one that goes

A is the coronal and drops
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e 2 and $. As with % in Chapter 7, the silent & leaves a trace: it aspirates a following C,

giving the sound of E. So #4C} sounds like & E}.

» Before a vowel both consonants are heard, except that & is silent: 20{ 2 sounds like A|2]

£, while 21012 sounds like &M 2 (the A moves across and is tensed).

Example Blocks

Look-Alike Warnings

e 21 and 2. The second letter is I (bar on top) in 2 and H in 2.

e W and H. & (E + A)isnot Y (H alone); the two sound alike when alone, so you learn the

spelling.

e 2 and 5. Both end in &; the first letter (2 or L) tells them apart.

Read It — Words With 2I 2 HA

ENGLISH

. ¥ Show
to recite (a poem) b o
eupda; sounds like S (eup-tta)

¥ Show

to be disliked; to dislike
silh-da; sounds like A E} (sil-ta)

¥ Show
ilh-da; sounds like 2E} (il-ta)

to lose
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ENGLISH CHECK

_ ¥ Show
to not exist; to not have )
eopsda; sounds like R} (eop-tta)

¥ Show

gapsda; sounds like & (gap) alone

¥ Show
there isn't; | don't have )
eopseoyo; sounds like M2 (eop-sseo-yo)

¥ Show
| dislike it
sirheoyo; sounds like A|l2{R (si-reo-yo)

1 11 Double Finals at a Glance

DIGRAPH MADE OF ALONE, YOU HEAR EXAMPLE
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DIGRAPH MADE OF ALONE, YOU HEAR EXAMPLE

BALCE

Not Yet Verified

The digraph list, the block rule and the "one consonant is not expressed" rule come from Wikipedia's
"Hangul" and "Korean phonology" pages (the same sources as Chapters 7 and 8). The pronunciations
of 2 (H), 2 (2) and 8 (H), the words s=Ct, 84Ct, S4CF SACE 2, their meanings and sound-alike
respellings, and the claim that 2I is rare are from my own knowledge and the general learner pattern,
not checked against a dictionary this time. Please check them in a Korean dictionary (for example

Naver). The memory hooks are mine.

Sources for This Chapter

Wikipedia, "Hangul" and "Korean phonology"; the sources for Chapters 7 and 8.

Try It Yourself — H&

(=)
1. Read these blocks aloud: é&l . gj\ . . - BI
¥ Show answer

sil - eop - gap - il - eup (as they sound when alone)

2. Which two letters make up each of 2I 25 HA?
¥ Show answer

Bl==2 4+ O.86=2+0 :-H=H + A

3. How does %Lt sound, and what happens to the &7

¥ Show answer
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Like &lE} (sil-ta). The & is not pronounced by itself but aspirates the =, turning it into a E

sound.

4. Write in Hangul: price and I don't have.

¥ Show answer

- N0

5. Which of the 11 double finals are heard as 2 when alone?

¥ Show answer

2x 2 #, and usually 2 (with SfCt as the exception, heard as &).

6. Sort these into "heard as 71", "heard as B": E’-I' . % . gitl' : %El'

¥ Show answer

.C . 2
T H, R - o Bl FC

Coming Up in Chapter 10

Sounds That Change: how neighbouring sounds alter each other when you read real words aloud.
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Korean Alphabet 2

Spelled One Way, Said Another

1. Linking — a Final Moves to the Next Vowel

hen a block ending in a consonant is followed by a block that begins with the silent O, the

final consonant is pronounced as the start of the next syllable.

WRITTEN ENGLISH

v Show

ML (meo-geo-yo)

¥ Show

the Korean language
J1a9 g7 (han-gu-geo)

v Show

Oot (eu-mak)

v Show

the flower (subject
(subject) 1 X| (kko-chi): the final % links as itself

2, Nasalisation — a Stop Before L or O Becomes a Nasal

A final 71, £ or H sound followed by L or O turns into the matching nasal: 7—© (ng), E—L

H->0O,
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ENGLISH

the Korean language (spoken)

¥ Show

St22 (han-gung-mal)

¥ Show

thank you
/ ZAFEILICE (gam-sa-ham-ni-da)

¥ Show
it's short B .
2|2 (jjal-le-yo): see section 3 too

3. The 2 Rules

e 2 after O or O is pronounced L : S = sounds like Z (jong-no), and Wikipedia's Korean

phonology page uses this kind of change.

e L nextto 2 becomes 2: 2} sounds like 22} (sil-la).

4. © Aspiration

S merges with a neighbouring 71, C, H or X and makes the aspirated sound (3, E, I, X). You

met this in 24Ct and BCt (Chapters 7-9).

WRITTEN ENGLISH SOUND

v Show

=L} to be good .
ZE} (jo-ta)

¥ Show

olshH entering a school
= E 01T (i-pak)

L

— R ¥ Show
Z=0IR | like it; it's good . .
0L (jo-a-yo): & is silent before a vowel

5. Tensing — a Stop After a Stop Gets Tense
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After a final 71, C or H sound, the next 71, C, H, X or X is pronounced tense (the 71 [T B M XX

sounds from Chapters 1 and 2). You have seen this in %Ct — ZI} and $CH — AL,

ENGLISH

¥ Show
St (hak-kkyo)

¥ Show
U (ip-kku)

entrance

v Show
restaurant

Al (sik-ttang)

6. Palatalisation — C and E Before |

hen a final T or E links to a syllable beginning with the vowel | (usually in a suffix like Ol), it

is pronounced X or *.
WRITTEN ENGLISH

¥ Show

20 together
20l ) 7Hx] (ga-chi)

v Show

0 insistently; necessarily
=0l X[ (gu-ji)

~. Back to il and -

Chapter 4 said il and —| vary. The common patterns are below.

» i after a consonant is usually said like 1l : Al A (watch; clock) is usually said A|A| (si-ge).

« —|in the middle of a word is often said like | : 2| 2| (meeting) as 2|0| (hoe-i). As the

possessive particle 9| it is often said like 1 : L+ 2| AH (my book) as LF0i| X4,
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The Practical Rule
Learn the spelling as written and the sound as you hear it. Native speakers read the spelling and
apply these changes automatically. As a learner, notice the pattern when a word sounds different

from its letters, and do not try to memorise a list.

Not Yet Verified

I did not search for this chapter. The patterns (linking, nasalisation, 2 rules, & aspiration, tensing,
palatalisation) and the i /- variation are standard in Korean phonology and match what
Wikipedia's "Korean phonology" page describes, from my reading earlier in this course, but the
details here are from my own knowledge. The example words, meanings and respellings are also
mine, especially %4 — Z2{|R and the il /- cases, so check them in a dictionary (for example

Naver). Several of these rules have exceptions I have left out.

Sources for This Chapter
My own knowledge, with Wikipedia's "Korean phonology" as the general background used in

Chapters 7—9.

Try It Yourself — H&

1. How is E—'.-l O‘I 2 pronounced?

¥ Show answer

MK (meo-geo-yo): the 7 links to the next vowel.

2. Howis of =& pronounced, and which rule applies?
¥ Show answer

ot22 (han-gung-mal): nasalisation, 71 becomes © before O.

3. How s =Lt pronounced?
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¥ Show answer

ZE} (jo-ta): & aspirates the C.

4. How is 1) pronounced?

¥ Show answer

St (hak-kkyo): tensing, the 71 after a final 7 becomes tense.

5. How is Z0| pronounced?

¥ Show answer

7tX| (ga-chi): palatalisation, E before | becomes *.

o
6. How are = = and | 2} pronounced?
¥ Show answer

Z ! (jong-no) and &2} (sil-la).

Coming Up in Chapter 11

Reading Practice: the final chapter, with passages using all 51 letters, and the course PDF.
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Korean Alphabet 2

ou Know the Whole System

LETTERS COURSE

Korean Alphabet
1

Basic consonants TLC2O0HAOXX3EIIDGS

Korean Alphabet

Basic vowels FEd {1+ Tm— 1

Tense
71 CC BHH M XX Chapters 1-2
consonants

Compound

vowels HAlH Al - bl o] ol Chapters 3-6

Double finals TA LX LS 21 20 2d 28X 2E 20 26 HA Chapters 7-9

One Word for Each Compound Vowel

Read each word, then click to check.

VOWEL WORD ENGLISH

74 dog
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ENGLISH

¥ Show

talk; story ]
yae-gi

¥ Show
to be pretty ye-ppeu-da

¥ Show
doctor _

ui-sa

¥ Show

gwa-il

v Show

WS

¥ Show
company hoe-sa

¥ Show

mwo

what a surprise; what's the ¥ Show

matter wen-il; sounds like €l'e (we-nil)

¥ Show
it's easy swi-wo-yo; sounds like #| & (swi-wo-

yo)

One Word for Each Tense Consonant

LETTER ENGLISH

v Show

kkot; sounds like 2 (kkot) alone

Korean Alphabet 2 - Page 56




LETTER ENGLISH

daughter

rice (uncooked)

to be salty

Read the Passages

Passage 1 — Meeting someone
CHISIM| 2. K= EE 0|0l 2. TFLEA BHZrSLICE.
¥ Show reading and meaning

an-nyeong-ha-se-yo. jeo-neun pil-li-bi-e-yo. man-na-seo ban-gap-sseum-ni-da.

Hello. I'm Philip. Nice to meet you.

Passage 2 — The weather

— == —
Q=2 EMIt S0IR. ot=0]| 2o,
¥ Show reading and meaning

o-neu-reun nal-ssi-ga jo-a-yo. ha-neu-ri mal-ga-yo.
The weather is good today. The sky is clear. (3Ol R links the 21: the 2 stays and the

moves across.)

Passage 3 — Studying
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Kz eh=0E SRR, eh=0{= MD|AN K.
¥ Show reading and meaning

jeo-neun han-gu-geo-reul gong-bu-hae-yo. han-gu-geo-neun jae-mi-i-sseo-yo.

I study Korean. Korean is fun.

Passage 4 — Shopping
AIZO M TE S MO R. 210 MR, W MoK,
¥ Show reading and meaning

si-jang-e-seo gwa-i-reul sa-sseo-yo. gap-ssi ssa-yo. ppang-do sa-sseo-yo.
I bought fruit at the market. The price is cheap. I bought bread too. (20| sounds like &

the # links and the A is tensed.)

Passage 5 — A day

Gi& A0 o] 7t : HAN K.

¥ Show reading and meaning

yeo-deol si-e hak-kkyo-e ga-yo. chae-geul il-geo-yo. ba-beul meo-geo-sseo-yo.

I go to school at eight. I read a book. I ate. (045! is always 0{E; 20| R links as ¥HRK.)

Passage 6 — It's fine

HEOFR. XM= 0| 20| &4X| 250fR. 0| KI K.
¥ Show reading and meaning

gwaen-cha-na-yo. jeo-neun i-geo-si sil-chi a-na-yo. kko-chi ye-ppeo-yo.
It's okay. I don't dislike this. The flower is pretty. (210} sounds like M AtLIR because &

is silent before a vowel.)

ere to Go Next

ou can now read any Hangul text. You will not yet know the meaning of most words, which is a

ocabulary and grammar job. Korean Grammar 1 and Korean Basic 1 on this site are the natural
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next steps, and Chapter 10's patterns will make more sense the more Korean you hear.

Not Yet Verified

I did not search for this chapter. All words, meanings, passages and readings are from my own
knowledge, and the passages are my own simple sentences, not taken from a textbook. Check the less
common ones (FNY, ML, 24 X| 240t ) and the sound-alike readings in a dictionary such as Naver,
and ask a Korean speaker if you can. The letter counts match the earlier chapters, which used

Wikipedia's "Hangul" page.

Sources for This Chapter

My own knowledge, plus Wikipedia, "Hangul" and "Korean phonology", as used in Chapters 1—10.

Final Self-Check — 9&

1. How many letters are there in total, and how many of each kind?
¥ Show answer

51: 14 basic consonants, 10 basic vowels, 5 tense consonants, 11 compound vowels and 11

double finals.

2. Read aloud: I% . énF . é$| I:-|' . 81019 . cl.)JcFO|'9

¥ Show answer

dak - sam - sil-ta - eop-sseo-yo - an-ja-yo

3. Which compound vowels have a - or T as their first part?
¥ Show answer

The w-vowels: +t 1§ +| (+) and =l (7).

4. Write in Hangul: why, what, doctor.

¥ Show answer
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. 2. oAb

Course Complete

You have finished Korean Alphabet 2. &5t2tL|CH
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