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Where Is the
BITEZICWEIT M ?
Neko wa doko ni imasu ka?

Learn how to ask where things (and cats!) are in Japanese. This lesson covers
position words, household locations, and how to say a living creature is somewhere

in Japanese.

Your cats: Thor —» ~—JL (Toru) Your cats: Loki — = (Roki)

The key patterns

Japanese uses a very consistent structure for "where is X?" and "X is [somewhere]." The good

news: once you know the formula, every dialogue in this lesson works the same way.

subject] (& & IC WETH?
wa (&) marks the topic — what you're asking about.
doko (£ Z) = "where"
ni (IC) is the location particle — it always follows the place word.

imasu ka? (\WE 9 D ?) = "is [it]?" — imasu is for living things (people, animals).

Example: b—JLIFE CICWVWETH ? - "Where is Thor?"

place] @ [position word] IZ WX,
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no (M) connects two nouns — like "of" or "'s" in English.
So VY 7 7®M_EIZ = "on (top of) the sofa" (literally: sofa's top/above, at).

imasu (L\E 9) = "[it] is" — the full stop ends the sentence.

For places with no direction word needed, just use the place + C:
FyFUICWET, - "Heisin the kitchen."

A Critical: L3 (iru) vs %% (aru)

LVE 9 (imasu) D X9 (arimasu)
WE9 HOHFET

Cats are living — always use LV&E 9. This is one of the most important distinctions in Japanese —

and one of the most common mistakes for beginners.

Where exactly?

These words always follow @ (no) + place name, then I (ni). Pattern: [place] @ [position] IC

on top of / above

under / below VT 7DLTIC

inside / in Ny RDRHIC

behind / at the back

of

VI77D5LABIC

in front of

next to / beside
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FEl Ty arnsHLEIC

Memory trick: Think of @ as "apostrophe-s" — ¥ 7 7 M _E = "sofa's top" = "on (top of) the
sofa.” Then (C just means "at" that location. So the whole thing is: "at sofa's top™ = on the sofa.
v

Locations around the house

FvF VT 7

kitchen sofa

NV AT R

computer desk window / windowsill

70—t v bk R

wardrobe / closet lap / knee

ZiN i

bookshelf
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Note on v F > vs &Ff: v F > (kicchin) is the modern loanword and the one you'll hear
most in everyday speech. &Ff (72L\& C 3, daidokoro) is the traditional Japanese word — both

are correct, but & v F > feels natural for a modern home conversation.

®D / REZD

his / her

Japanese often drops pronouns. You don't need to say "he is on the sofa" — just ¥ 7 7 D_E
/IC V& Fis natural and complete. The subject (Thor, Loki, the cat) is understood from context.

In these dialogues the answer lines are often just the location + LY&E 9 with no pronoun at all

— that's perfectly natural Japanese.

12 mini conversations

Each dialogue is two lines: a question and an answer. Blue speaker = question - Pink speaker =
answer. Thor = b=—JL - Loki = A%

QUESTION QUESTION

DIBIIEICVWETH? E—=ILIFECICVWETH?

Where is my cat? Where is Thor?

ANSWER ANSWER

INYIAVTRIDEICWET, Ny RORICWET,
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He is on the computer desk.

QUESTION

AFIFETICVWETH?

Where is Loki?

ANSWER

FYFUICWVWET,

He is in the kitchen.

QUESTION

E—=ILIFEZICWETH ?

Where is Thor?

ANSWER

VI 7DEAICVWET,

He is behind the sofa.

QUESTION

ADIFIFEZICTWETH?

Where is my cat?

ANSWER

BORIICWLWE T,

He is in front of the window.

QUESTION

AFIFETICVWETH?
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He is in his bed.

QUESTION

BIEZICWETH?

Where is the cat?

ANSWER

B EICWET,

He is on the car.

QUESTION

OFIFLETICVWETH?

Where is Loki?

ANSWER

Ny FORCWVWES,

He is under the bed.

QUESTION

E—=JLIFECICWEITH?

Where is Thor?

ANSWER

FDEIXICWVWE T,

He (s next to me.

QUESTION

BFETICVWETH?
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Where is Loki? Where is the cat?

ANSWER ANSWER

VI7DEICWET, 20—y bOHBICWVWET,

He is on the sofa. He is inside the wardrobe.

QUESTION QUESTION

E—=ILIZECICWETH ? OFIFEICVWETH?

Where is Thor? Where is Loki?

ANSWER ANSWER

FEEED EICWE T, FOBRDEICWETD,

He is on the stairs. He is on my lap.

Dialogue 12 has a double D! FADFED £ = "my lap's top" — two D in a row is perfectly
normal in Japanese. It works the same as "my knee's top" — "on top of my knee" — "on my lap."
Don't let double-® throw you — just read them left to right.

All the sentences at a glance

WIFEZICWETH? VI77DLEICWET,

Where is the cat? He is on the sofa.

Ry ROBIZWVWET, VI 7DEAICVWET,

He is in the bed. He is behind the sofa.

RNy ROTFICWETD, BDOHIICWET,

He is under the bed. He is in front of the window.

FADEIXICWVWE T, FwFICVWETD,
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He is next to me. He is in the kitchen.

BDEICWETD, J0—€y FORICVET,

He is on the car. He is inside the wardrobe.

BEEGD EICWFE T, OB EICWET,

He is on the stairs. He is on my lap.

Build your own sentences

Try these in Japanese — answers below (no peeking first!):

1. Where is Thor? (you ask) 2. Loki is on the bookshelf. (you answer)

3. My cat is in the garden. (you answer) 4. Thor is between the cushions.

Real-life practice tip: Next time you're looking for Thor or Loki around the house, say the
question out loud in Japanese — ~—/LIFE ' CICLVE F7' 7 — and then answer yourself when
you find him. It sounds silly but it's incredibly effective for building the pattern into muscle
memory. Cats are excellent Japanese tutors. They won't correct your pronunciation but they also
won't judge it.

Dinner in the diner, nothing could be finer Than to have your ham & eggs in Carolina |
rembered the lyric just after the call ended :)
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