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Aru — To Have, Exist

Polite & Casual Conjugation

The Verb Conjugated

d % (aru) is the other "to be" verb in Japanese — the counterpart to L)%. It describes existence of inanimate
things (objects, places, events, abstract ideas) and is also the everyday way to say "to have" (possession is

expressed as "X exists for me"). Below are the most common forms in polite and casual speech.

there is/have there
Present . .
(polite) Present is/have

(casual)
there

was/had there
(polite) was/had

(casual)
there

Negative isn't/don't being
have (polite) Te-form present

(connective)
there
wasn't/didn't there
have (polite) . isn't/don't
Negative
have

(casual)
The verb base is . In polite form it

becomes in present and
in past — regular ~X 9 HB is in one place: the
conjugation, used in formal speech, business, and negative is not the expected 45 5 7% L\ (aranai) — it
writing. is simply , conjugated afterward like an
L\-adjective (%2 h' o 7z, 7 < ). Every other casual
form (4 o 7z, @ o ) follows the regular godan

pattern.

L

C W F T (gozaimasu) — the very polite, humble-register version of % D % 9, heard constantly in shops,

restaurants, and customer service. Example: %5 5 (2 C & LV 9 (Kochira ni gozaimasu — It's right here [very formal]).
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You'll also recognize it from » D H'& 5 T T LV E 7 (arigatou gozaimasu — thank you), which literally contains this

form.

EH D% S (0-ari ni naru) — the honorific form, used to describe something belonging to or connected with a
person you're showing respect to. Less common in daily speech, more common in very formal writing or

announcements.

Ll

» D ¥ (arimasu) = "ah-ree-mah-soo" (stress on first syllable)

b ¥ L7z (arimashita) = "ah-ree-mah-shee-tah" (stress on first syllable)
& % (aru) = "ah-roo" (short, like "ah" + "roo")

& o Tz (atta) = "aht-tah" (crisp double consonant)

2\ (nai) = "nai" (rhymes with "bye" + "eye")

Conversational Practice

Here are six mini-dialogues using & % in various contexts: asking about objects, the past, casual chat, the special

~T & % resultant-state grammar, negation/possession, and the very formal Z W% 9.

DLRDEICRYDHD T CDAhT . Wi-Fidp3 ?
h? RSB HDODELID?

Tsukue no ue ni pen ga arimasu ka? Kono kafe, Wi-Fi aru?
Is there a pen on the desk? Kinou kaigt ga arimashita ka? Does this café have wifi?

Was there a meeting yesterday?

L. ROBHD X, Shs BdLe NAT—FHH
EU. FEIRICHD E LT 34
Hai, pen ga arimasu. Un, aru yo. Pasuwaado mo aru yo.
Yes, there is a pen. Hai, gozenchuu ni arimashita. Yeah, it has (wifi). There's a

Yes, there was one in the morning. password too.

SHIIEELIHD TTH ? THIHA. COFKEBHDET
h?
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Kyou wa jikan ga arimasu ka? Sumimasen, kono hon wa arimasu

ka?

Hh. BHREITTHD T,

Do you have time today?

. Excuse me, do you have this book?
Are, mado ga akete arimasu ne.

Oh, the window's been left open. THEEA. SHIZEBERAHD
Ft Ao L, SEVETY, LasFb

=
ZZ. BELLVAZANS OIS <TESLY,

RITTHD X7

Ee, suzushii kaze wo ireru tame ni

Sumimasen, kyou wa jikan ga
arimasen. Hai, gozaimasu. Shoushou omachi

akete arimasu. Sorry, I don't have time today. kudasai.
- . Yes, we have it. Please wait a
Yes, it's been left open to let in the

moment.
cool breeze.

Related Verbs & Vocabulary

Below are 12 related verbs and expressions commonly paired with 4 %. Note which ones share 4 %'s quirky

"godan verb that looks ichidan" shape, and which are simply related in meaning.

Wws/WExy

iru / imasu

24 A

nai

CTVET

g()ZélilllélSU

D /HBET

motsu / mochimasu

TE3/TEET

dekiru / dekimasu

DB /DIHET

nokoru / nokorimasu

=b3%/1b¥xd

tariru / tarimasu

ES/BEFET

oku / okimasu

to exist, be

(animate)

to not exist, not

have

to be/have (very

formal)

to hold, own, carry

to be possible, be
able

to remain, be left

over

to be enough,

suffice

to put, place
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TFEB3/TFEDFET to be decided,

kimaru / kimarimasu settled

EW3 /WD T

hairu / hairimasu

to enter, fit inside

NZ3/DZADET

kaeru / kaerimasu

to return, go home

L3/LDET

shiru / shirimasu

to know, find out

Key Takeaways

®

Japanese splits "to be" by animacy: 8% (aru) for inanimate things (objects, places, events, abstract ideas) and L%
(iru) for animate things (people, animals). "R >H'% %" (pen ga aru — there is a pen) vs. "JEH LV 3" (neko ga iru —

there is a cat).

4

& % is almost perfectly regular, but its negative breaks the pattern: it's Z L) (nai), not the expected & 5 7L\ (aranai).
72 L) then conjugates like an L-adjective: Z:H' o 7o (nakatta — wasn't), 7% < T (nakute — not being). This is the single

quirk to memorize about &% %.

?

Unlike L\ 3's ~TUL\3 (ongoing action), & % 's te-form combination ~Td 3 (te aru) describes a deliberate, lasting
result of someone's action: "AH'BH T T4 3" (mado ga akete aru — the window has been opened [and left that way]). It

implies intent — someone did this on purpose and the result persists.

*

Japanese doesn't have a direct verb "to have" for most possession — instead it says the thing exists for you: h&% D F
9 (kuruma ga arimasu — I have a car, lit. "a car exists"), $&H'H D FH A (okane ga arimasen — I don't have money).

The person is marked with (& or omitted, and the possessed thing takes #*.
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C ¥V F T (gozaimasu) is everywhere in Japanese customer service — shop clerks, hotel staff, and train

announcements use it instead of % D % §". You already know a piece of it from & D H¥ 5 ZE W E J (arigatou

gozaimasu — thank you very much), which is built on this same polite root.
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