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4 Ichidan Verbs — W5TEA XS L (—EEhER)

Ichidan (—E&, "one-step") verbs are also called &-verbs or Group 2
verbs. They always end in &, and the syllable before that % is always an L)-sound or Z -sound
(e.g. 7eN B, HF B). To conjugate them, you simply drop the % and add the ending — just one
step, hence the name. Compare this to godan verbs where the stem changes — ichidan verbs

never change their stem at all.

The Golden Rule

Drop % add your ending

The Key Forms

Polite present / future Polite present / future Plain / casual negative

affirmative negative

Connecting form / polite Plain past tense Polite past affirmative

requests

B VerbList— Y5 LUXF
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® Example Sentences — 1LL\.3%

LHVWDERZICTLZETRARET, FWICBET7 X Z2HFET,

I eat sushi before the match. I watch anime every day.

HELBELICEETET, T XEHTHHBRET,

I wake up at 7am. I sleep after watching anime.

IEBLICVWAZTET, HATWLWHIZIZFACESE LRI ET,

I leave the house at 8 o'clock. The teacher teaches Japanese.

BB LWItACZSBIFRET, EDSBHo2ffcAlZbInNFEE A

I memorise new vocabulary. I don't forget the vocabulary I learned yesterday.
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OBV IcACZE LBARET,

I look up words I don't understand.

BTATVWDLDODBHAICCT=ZRET,

I answer the teacher's question.

EDT A ZHBNIHET,

I decide which anime to watch.

DETO2DITVH LK EDZET,

I change the travel plan.

TR HBHDICTLEZDITET,

I turn on the TV to watch anime.

F—LX—brZETITET,

I help my teammate.
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ICIFAD S CODZDADZRET,

I think about my trip to Japan.

ICIEFACDLITAZSITET,

I take a Japanese exam.

HLEDBICIFACZIBRLHET,

I start Japanese from tomorrow.

EDHRBICTERFANZHEET,

I show my favourite manga to my friend.

ICIFACTEDLBZDRET,

I convey my feelings in Japanese.

d—E—ICTe53ZLWnET,

I put sugar in my coffee.

The rule is: if a verb ends in ¥ AND the syllable

before & contains an () or X sound, it is almost certainly ichidan. So 7=\ 3 (N\'= X-row) and &

3 (& = L)-row) are ichidan. Howeuver, there are a handful of godan verbs that look like ichidan —

notably /% L 3 (to run), L & (to know), 7' X 3 (to return), and &3 (to cut). These must simply be

Japanese Lesson - Ichidan Verbs - Page 5 of 6




21/08/2026, 17:58 Japanese Lesson — Ichidan Verbs

memorised. The verb 7' X 3 is a useful one to watch — J#3& (to return/go home) is , while Z&

X & (to change something) is , even though they sound identical!
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