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Counting Animals — £3 XD2ZHE XD

B The Three Animal Counters

~ZD ~b /I IF

Large animals — horses, cows, Birds and rabbits (rabbits are
elephants, whales, bears counted with 3 in traditional

Japanese!)
Small to medium animals —

cats, dogs, fish, insects, rabbits

(sometimes)

# Counting 1—10 with Each Counter

SAD/TAIF
FAD

o)
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® Dialogues — LD

JHFEA. RIEBRATVETVE
Ih?

Excuse me, how many cats are there?

WE. SATZVET,

There are three at the moment.

MHULWWTT 1!

They're so cute!

FTUVWESICTFATLIONBRAVDEL
FIhH?
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HDESNFBALESIVWETH?

How many elephants are there over there?

ICESVWET, EREZEDH T,

There are two. A parent and a child.

BEETLWTTR!

They're huge!

Ry bED>TVWEITH?

Do you have any pets?
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How many goldfish are in the tank?

A25UTFTVET, LWALWARZRLWA
T3 &Ko

There are six. All different colours!

SnLWTdhi!

How beautiful!

HDOEZICEDDBADLWVWETH?

How many birds are in that tree?

NMEZTHFEI..CHTY !

Let me count... five!

SNVRI XTI,

They have such beautiful calls, don't they.

\

M Vocabulary — C L)
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IEWe RCZICVDZTESTEZL
50D >TWVWET,

Yes. I keep two cats and one rabbit.

WWTIR! BXZIEHD X
H7?

How lovely! Do they have names?

CDDSL&IICSLIFRAES
WEIH?

How many cows are on this farm?

Lwo2&50WEd, FWIBEBEHE
2D ET,

There are ten. We take milk from them every

day.

EEVLWTTR!

That's a lot!
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Rl ()

L (R)

&b (8)

cha (8)

58T (R)

5 (B)

>5F (B)

5L ()

SATL (&
)

Ny b

EDRDRA
(EE)

TWES (K
&)

DOL&£5 (B

%)

~OE (~)

kingyo

petto

doubutsuen

suisou

noujou
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dog

bird

fish

rabbit

elephant

horse

goldfish

pet

fish tank /

aquarium

farm

counter for small
. counter
animals

counter for large

. counter
animals

counter for birds
(and rabbits!)

counter
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to be / to exist
WEd . .
(living things)

MrVERT EEV _ to keep / raise (a
kaimasu

x9) pet)

NEZET (#
- kazoemasu to count
ZEY)

»F9 (RZF
ED,

mimasu to look at / watch

When saying something exists or is somewhere,
Japanese uses two different verbs. L)' & 9 (imasu) is used for living things — people, animals,
insects. & D ¥ 9 (arimasu) is used for inanimate objects and plants. So B\ FA U E
(there are three cats) but IZAD'TA D (there are three books). Getting this right sounds
natural instantly. Bonus rabbit fact: 5 & & (rabbits) are traditionally counted with ~ (the bird
counter) because in old Japan, rabbits were classified as birds to get around meat-eating

restrictions during Buddhist periods — so 2 & F % IC P75 o TULVE T is perfectly correct Japanese!
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