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@ How Japanese Sentences Work — [CIFACD JZAD L
<&

The rule in one box A Japanese sentence ends with its verb (or T9). Everything else comes
before it, and each noun is tagged by a small word called a particle that says what job the
noun does. The order of the tagged parts can move; the verb cannot. Formula: [topic (3]

[other parts + particles] verb.

1. The verb goes last

English puts the verb in the middle (I eat sushi): Subject, Verb, Object. Japanese puts it at the
end: Subject, Object, Verb (SOV).

watashi wa sushi o

| eat sushi. HicLid gLz IeREXT,

tabemasu

TOFEAIEELESZ DAHF Anna-san wa ocha o

9, nomimasu

Anna drinks tea.

My father reads the chichi wa shinbun o

5513 LARXAZ £HFTo

newspaper. yomimasu
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Because the verb comes last, you only learn whether a sentence is positive, negative, past or a
question when it finishes: 7=~\'E 7 (eats) or /=N Ft A (doesn't eat). That is why Japanese listeners
wait patiently for the end, and why & 9"/ ¥t A and 7" carry so much weight in this course.

2, Particles tag the jobs

here English uses word order to show who did what, Japanese uses particles, short words
placed straight after a noun. The same three words can then appear in any order and the

meaning stays clear:

WA Rl Z & F inu ga neko o

9, mimasu

The dog looks at the cat.

Rz LB & F neko o inu ga The dog looks at the cat. (same meaning, the cat is

9, mimasu stressed)

7'tags the one doing, Z tags the one done to. Swap the nouns and the particles, and the
meaning changes: 72 C 7' L8 Z & & ¢ is "the cat looks at the dog". The particles are the

subject of Japanese Grammar 1, chapters 4 to 6.

3. Topic and comment

The most important particle for a beginner is & (written /&, pronounced wa). It marks the

opic: what the sentence is about. The rest of the sentence is a comment on that topic. English

speakers hear it as "as for ...".

Hic LI HKEWVWTT,

watashi wa gakusei desu

As for me, (I) am a student.

CD =AU EVLWLWTTY,

kono ramen wa oishii desu

As for this ramen, (it) is delicious.
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HHTY,

As for today, (it) is rain. = It's raining today.
ame desu

Textbooks often translate /& as a subject marker, but the real job is "this is what I am talking about".
The last example, & &£ 5 /& & T 7, shows it: "today" is not what is raining, it is the topic. Japanese

Grammar 1, chapter 4, separates the topic marker /& from the subject marker 7' carefully.

4. What Japanese leaves out

Compared with English, Japanese is wonderfully economical. Four things you may be used to

simply do not exist:

[ FAZ £HFX T honoyomimasu = | read
a book / the book / books.

Articles (a, the)

) none (the noun stays RBIH WE T, neko ga imasu = There is a
Plural endings (-s)

as it is) cat / There are cats.

Grammatical gender HAEWE LAEDTI, senseiwa

(he/she, la/le) shinsetsu desu = The teacher (he or she) is kind.

Verb agreement (I am, the verb is the same b-Ld B WE XTI, watashimo

he is) for every person anata mo ikimasu = | go, and you go.

hen a number or the situation makes the count important, Japanese adds it with counters
(D&ED, »72D, IAICA for people; Japanese Grammar 1, chapter 3). The noun itself never

changes.

5. Dropped subjects
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apanese drops any part the listener can work out: especially "I" and "you". The result is a short

sentence that would be incomplete in English but is perfectly natural in Japanese.

(I) will go. / (We) are going. / (He) goes. (context

decides)

W X9, ikimasu

TerRFL7=D% tabemashita ka Did (you) eat?

LWWR. TeRTULWEH iie, tabete

Huo imasen

No, (I) haven't eaten.

Because the subject is dropped so readily, repeatedly saying & 7 7= ("you") sounds pushy or even
rude. Use the person's name plus & A (Tanaka-san), or leave the subject out. The word for "I", /=

L, is safe in polite speech, but you will drop it often once the context is clear.

6. Three levels of politeness, in outline

The same sentence can be said at different levels of formality. This course uses the middle level,
the polite style (¥ 9/ T9), because it is safe with everyone. The other two levels are

previewed here, and treated later.

. . ) friends, family, anime;
Plain (casual) 13 /L < taberu / iku
Japanese Grammar 2

Polite (the style of TeRET /\WE N strangers, shops, work;
) tabemasu / ikimasu
this course) X9 Japanese Grammar 1

formal service and

Honorific / HLHHDFT / meshiagarimasu /

. business; Japanese
humble (keigo) FWODFET mairimasu

Grammar 4
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The level changes the verb ending and a few words, but the sentence shape stays the same:

topic, other parts with particles, verb last.

In Use — 2H'L\hH T

7’3:‘:% @&ijb\o bTCL/(!j: 93 \/—C‘—a_o

What will (you) drink? As for me, (I) am John.

:l—t—% @Jj’ia_o ZSZG/ULI :\b§<ﬁb\—cﬂj—b\o

(I) will drink coffee. As for Mr/Ms Smith, (are you) a student?

HLIc WS EITHY,

(Will you) go tomorrow?

IEL. WEET,

Yes, (I) will go.

B Quick Reference
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Verb last

Topic

Particle after a

noun

Question

Drop what is

obvious

Polite style

... + verbe

~l& ...

noun + '/ & / IC

sentence + H

leave out | / you

~ET/~TT

& Practice —nAL®S

CldA%Z T=RZEXJ, gohan o tabemasu
HI=LIE < BWTY, watashi wa gakusei desu

RO EIHR%E 7=RXJ, neko ga sakana o

tabemasu

TR XTI D tabemasu ka

WEE I, ikimasu

feRET /HKEVTT

1. Where does the verb go in a Japanese sentence?

At the end of the sentence.

2. Putinorder: oNE T /I L%Z / O LIFE

DL 9 L& TeRE 9o

verb last.

(watashi wa sushi o tabemasu): topic first, object next,

3. What does WD 0% A X9 mean? And B ZH LWsbh%ax H X2

The dog looks at the cat; the cat looks at the dog. The particle 7V marks the one doing, Z

the one done to.
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4. Does |FAZ &K A F 9 mean "I read a book", "I read the book" or "I read books"?

Any of them. Japanese has no articles or plural endings; context decides.

5. Translate: & & D & HOHT I,

"It's raining today." Literally "As for today, (it) is rain." & & 3 is the topic.

6. Which subject is dropped in 7= RXE L e ?

"You": Did (you) eat? In a question, the dropped subject is usually the listener.

7. Why is it better to say 7o R D' & A than &H7R7C?

& 747z ("you") can sound pushy or rude; a name plus & A is polite, and the subject can

often be dropped altogether.

8. Name the three politeness levels in order, from casual to most formal.

Plain (/=\'3), polite (/e~\'F 9), honorific/humble (& L 7D ¥ 9). This course uses the

polite level.

9. Make a question: H L7c WEF T, —°?

LT WEFXTDH (ashitaikimasu ka): add 2" at the end; no word order change is

needed.

10. Say in Japanese: "As for me, (I) am a student."
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H1=LIE A <EBEWVWTT, (watashiwa gakusei desu)

Coming up in Chapter 2: Sounds and Writing. The beat (mora) that sets Japanese
rhythm, long vowels, the small o, voiced marks, combined sounds like & 4>, how the three

scripts mix, and pitch accent in outline.
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® Sounds and Writing — & HC

The rule in one box Japanese is counted in beats called morae (/& <), each lasting about the
same time. One kana = one beat, except the small ¥ # & (which join the kana before them)
and the small o (which takes a beat of its own). Length is meaning: a long vowel or a

doubled consonant makes a different word.

1. The mora: counting the beat

English counts syllables and stresses some of them. Japanese gives every beat equal time. A

(the nasal) and the small o each get a full beat, and a long vowel gets two.

sa-ku-ra
ni-ho-n
ki-t-te
to-u-kyo-u

ga-k-ko-u

Japanese Grammar 1 - Page 10




The quickest way to hear Japanese rhythm is to tap once per beat while you say a word. Tokyo gets

four taps, not two: to-u-kyo-u. If your tapping and the speaker's agree, your length is right.

2. Long vowels

A long vowel is a vowel held for two beats. In hiragana it is written by adding a vowel kana. The

addition depends on the vowel:

ED®H T A (mother)
IV T A (older brother)
<D (ain
A (or L) F1Z T A (older sister), B AT L) (teacher)

D (or ) HOHE S (thank you), HH F L) (big)

okdasan

onisan

kaki

onésan, sensei

arigato, okii

Katakana shows every long vowel with the bar —: 1 — & — kohi (coffee), 7" — 7 keki (cake).

Long and short vowels make different words, so length matters:

BIEE A obasan aunt H1EH & A obasan grandmother
H L T A gjisan uncle H L W& A ojisan grandfather
EJL biru building E—JL biru beer

KW F yuki snow KW > F yuki courage

Romaji shows a long vowel in different ways: a bar over the vowel (0, used in this course), a doubled

vowel (00), or ou / oh in some signs and passports (Tokyo may be written with no marks at all). The
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kana tell you the truth; romaji is only a guide.

3. The small o: a held consonant

A small 2 is a one-beat pause that doubles the consonant after it. In romaji it appears as the

consonant written twice. It occurs only before the sounds k, s, t, p (and their variants sh, ch, ts).

T T kite (come!) & o T kitte (stamp)
& D saka (slope) & o D sakka (writer)
$ & oto (sound) $ o & otto (husband)

(& D" haka (grave) & o D hakka (mint)

Other everyday examples: & D L zasshi (magazine), 5 & 2 & chotto (a little), IC DX A

Nippon (Japan, the formal reading). To say the double consonant, hold the mouth in position

for a full beat, then release: kit-te.

4. Voiced and half-voiced marks

Two small marks change a kana's consonant. The dakuten ® (two dots) voices it; the

andakuten ®° (a circle) is used only on the /Z-row.

Fki-<ku-lFke- T Hga- Fgi-<gulFge

ko Z go

Tsa- Lshi-Fsu-tse- Tza-Lji-§zu-tFze &

% so Z0

Tota-Bchi-Ditsu- Tte- 72da-Bji-Dzu- Tde &
Z to do
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i ha-TDhi-3fu-~Nhe-lEF [(Eba-TVbi-Nbu-~Nbe- I& pa - T pi- 3% pu- /X pe-
ho |Z bo I¥ po

Two rare kana, 5'and 7, sound the same as L and 7" and appear only in a few words (&85

nosebleed, 2 < to continue). In ordinary writing L and 7" are used.

When two words join, the second one often becomes voiced: C + & — THH tegami (letter); O
Z + 0¥ - D& T hitobito (people). This voicing, called rendaku, explains why some counters
change later (& D, ZAIZFA, 3 2IFA); Japanese Grammar 1, chapter 3, shows the pattern.

5. Combined sounds

A kana of the -7 column followed by a small % ¥ & makes a single beat with a y glide. Write

the small kana at half size.

T % kya Z 1 kyu & & kyo
L % sha L ® shu L & sho
5% cha 51 chu 5 & cho
[Z% nya [C® nyu IC & nyo
O hya 0O hyu O & hyo
H ¥ mya A myu H & myo
D % rya D ryu D & ryo
Te L U» U» T Lo U U T& L& Uk Tk

gya ja bya pya gyu ju byu pyu gyo jo byo pyo
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The size of the small kana is the whole difference between one beat and two:

'K S LVA biyosin (beauty salon: bi-yo - u-i-n) ' & S LVA byoin (hospital: byo - u - i - n)

D K S riyo (use) D & S ryo (dormitory; a quantity)

Everyday examples: & & D kyo (today), L k¥ & shumi (hobby), D & C D ryoko (travel), U
% < hyaku (100), 5 % ocha (tea).

6. Three scripts, one sentence

A normal Japanese sentence mixes three scripts, each with a job:

grammar words (particles), verb and adjective endings, & -Z-F9-TT -

Hiragana . _ N
native words without kanji 5

d—k—-FLE-
7oF

Katakana loanwords, foreign names, sounds, emphasis

Kanji the core of nouns, verbs and adjectives: the meaning part fh-B-BZ&

Put together: 1D7c LIk A—E—% DA X, shows hiragana and katakana. With the
anji it becomes FAlE J— b —% BRH F£ 9, In this course kanji appear in brackets after
he kana (1 7= L(Fh), D& X 9 (B £ 9)), so you can learn to recognise them gradually;

once the kanji courses have taught a character, it will appear on its own with its reading in
brackets.

Written Japanese has no spaces between words: the change from kanji to kana shows where words

begin and end. Because beginners read kana-only text, this course puts a space between phrases (42
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TeLi& 9 L%Z =X ZF 9) to help your eye. In a real book it would run together: 27 L 19 L %Z
TeRZFT.

The particle I3 is spelled ha but read wa; the particle % is read o; the particle A\ is read e. This
applies only to the particles: |7 (flower) is hana. Punctuation: o is the full stop, « the comma,

and T ] are quotation marks.

7. Pitch accent, in outline

apanese words carry a pitch pattern: some beats are high, some low, and the pattern is part
of the word. It is not stress (loudness), and it differs by region. In standard (Tokyo) speech, the
first two beats always differ in pitch, and once the pitch drops in a word it does not rise again. A

few pairs show why it matters:

& & ame high - low rain (F9)
D ame low - high candy (R)
(& L hashi high - low chopsticks ()

(& L hashi low - high bridge (18)

ou do not need to master pitch now: context removes most confusion, and a Japanese listener
ill understand you without it. A good habit is to listen for it and copy the pattern of words
you learn, especially from a dictionary with audio or from the speakers in your Japanese Basic

Conversation courses.

The endings T and & 9 are usually said with the final u almost silent: des' and mas'. And A
sounds like m before p, b, m (& A X sampo, "a walk"). Both happen naturally when you speak at

normal speed.
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In Use — 2H'L\hH T

HDVEIF BIETATT DY, E—-Ilz SRHVLET,

Is that person your aunt? A beer, please.

LWWZR. BIFHETATT, EILC»HDEEA. E—ILTT
1o

No, she is my grandmother.

Not "building", but beer, right?

TESIEXUVEDODVANVEET,

Today I'm going to the hospital.

VESVAL»HD EEADS

Isn't it the beauty salon?

B Quick Reference

Mora (beat) one kana = one beat [ZIE A ni-ho-n (3)
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Long vowel add » WLV 5 X (H) or — EDHIA - I—E—

Doubled

small - before kstp
consonant
Voiced sound ) - B

P-sound ° onthe I&-row [ Q= §

Combined sound small ® ® & T&ED-D&ID

, . bizLi& 1ZAZ - Do C
Particle spellings |¥=wa, =0, \=e
SA

) hiragana grammar, katakana loanwords, kanji n
Scripts fhlx O—b—% A FEd

meaning

#& Practice —hAL®S

1. How many beats arein B> Z 5°?

4: ga - k- ko - u. The small 2 and the long 5 each count as a beat.

2. What is the difference between H C T A and B LWLV A?

Uncle (ojisan) against grandfather (ojisan); the long i changes the word.

3. How is a long vowel written in katakana?
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With the bar —: d—k&—, & —=.

4. Read aloud and give the meaning: & C and & > TC.

kite = come!; kitte = stamp (with a held "t").

5. Add the mark: (& — ? (b-sound) and ? (p-sound).

|& (with® ) and |& (with® ).

6. How many beats: * & D LVA and P& D WLVA?

4 (byo-u-i-n)againsts5(bi-yo-u-i-n).

7. Write in hiragana: "today" (kyo) and "hobby" (shumi).

T EDand LpdA.

8. Which script would you use for coffee, which for the ending of tabemasu, and which for

the meaning part of eat?

Katakana (J— & —); hiragana (£ 9); kanji (B in BN X 9).

9. How are the particles |&, Z and /\ pronounced?

wa, o and e. (Inside words, /& is still ha, as in & 7%R.)

10. True or false: pitch accent is the same thing as English stress.
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False. Pitch accent is a high/low pattern of the beats, not extra loudness, and it differs by

region.

Coming up in Chapter 3: Nouns, Numbers and Counters. No plurals, but you will count

everything: numbers to 10,000, the general counter ~ 2, the common counters for people, flat

things, long things and machines, and yen, times and dates.
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B Nouns, Numbers and Counters — WL 9« L&

oL

The rule in one box A noun never changes for number. To say how many, put number +

counter after the noun and its particle, before the verb: D A Z% & 22 H*WE J (I buy three

apples). The counter depends on the kind of thing counted (people, flat things, long things,

machines), and the number and counter often change sound when they meet.

1. No plural, but group endings for people

A bare noun can be singular or plural: [& A hon is "a book", "the book" or "books". Only for

people and (sometimes) animals there are group endings:

a group of people, the _EBBE - EA
usual plural Rcl AVl 5)
~7=5 with a HicLicht - B

we, you (plural)
pronoun =15

slightly rougher or -
nns

written; they

Repeating the "many, various" (a few eV -RFEP

noun words only) *x
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kodomo-tachi (children)

watashi-tachi, anata-tachi

kare-ra (they, mostly male

or mixed)

hitobito, yamayama

(people; mountains)




~JZ 5 goes on people (FA L1/ 5, teachers). Never put it on /FA or < & F. And when the
number is stated, you do not need it: 7'< 0" FAICA L) F T (There are three students), not 7*

SEVEBH STAICA.

2. Numbers o0 to 10

Yo /nu

zero / rel

%< 2%/ L5 I$5 Ep> /<
roku nana / shichi hachi kya / ku

Four, seven and nine each have two readings. & A, 8%, & ® S are the safest everywhere; [,

L 5, < survive in set expressions (L 7V2 April, L 5 L seven o'clock, < L nine o'clock).

3. Numbers 11 to 10,000

From 11 the numbers are built like a sum: tens, then units. Nothing to memorise beyond 1-10

and the place words.

CwoWL5 jaichi 10 + 1
IcCw> nija 2 x 10
TALDD KA sanjayon 3 x 10 + 4

TwO2Lp>2FwD kyajakya 9 x 10 + 9
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100 UO%» <
1,000 TA

10,000 WE XA ichiman one ten-thousand: (15 is required before A

Hundreds and thousands change their sound in three places. Learn these exceptions and the

rest are regular:

O % < hyaku (100) A sen (1,000)
ICTU % < nihyaku ICtE A nisen

T AU < sanbyaku (b) & AT A sanzen (2)
& A D% < yonhyaku K A A yonsen

— % < gohyaku _t A gosen

A >U % < roppyaku (pp) A <t A rokusen

7272 T % < nanahyaku 7278t A nanasen

(&> TU* < happyaku (pp) |& ot A hassen (ss)

T D V% < kydhyaku T DA kyasen

Japanese counts in units of /5 (man, 10,000), not thousands: 30,000 is & A F A (3 x 10,000) and
100,000 is L ¥ S F A (10 x 10,000). Prices and populations all follow this, so it is worth

practising early.

Japanese Grammar 1 - Page 22




4. The general counter ~D

For ordinary objects when you do not know a special counter, use the native series &2, 37z

" ... It counts up to ten; from 11 you use plain numbers (L # 5 (' 5) with no counter.

/S\ 7‘:0

futatsu

(O )

hitotsu

WLWDD

tsutsu

HDD

mittsu

ccdD

kokonotsu

oD
yattsu

A/ Ng)

nanatsu

5. Five everyday counters

A counter is a suffix that tells what kind of thing is counted. Five cover most of daily life:

~ A -nin (people)
~H -mai

~Zs -hon / -pon / -bon
~AE -ko

~8& -dai

people

flat, thin things

long, thin things

small, roundish things

machines and vehicles

students, friends, customers

paper, tickets, shirts, plates, CDs

pens, bottles, trees, umbrellas, rolls (of film)

apples, eggs, sweets, boxes

cars, computers, TVs, bicycles

People: ~A
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oL Ve S AIC N IS
) ) A A

hitori futari sannin yonin gonin

ALACh, BERICA, IEBIC BAICA
A, TODICA nannin

One and two people are irregular (' & D, 572 D), and four is £/CA (not LAICA).

From three on it is number + /CA.

Flat things, long things, small things, machines

(AYSY A

IC72W

TATEL

KATEWV

= A

ALTEW

ANy fall A

x50

TwOEL)

Cw>7W

How many? ] AL
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~# and ~ & are completely regular. ~7ZK and ~1 change after 1, 6, 8 and 10 (L) 2/FA, 3 DIFA,
I 21FA, U 2IFA)and ~ZK also after 3 (FAIFA) and in & AIFA. The rule behind it is the one
from Chapter 2: the small © and the voiced / half-voiced marks (/ZA — IZ A, IFA).

Counters in a sentence

DACE H#>D KIS
noun + particle + quantity + verb LY Three apples, please.

ringo o mittsu kudasai

. BKEVD TAICA WE
noun + 2%+ quantity + LWE T/ BHD There are three

Fd o students.

gakusei ga sannin imasu

RUE BAIEA HDFT

question H

How many pens are

there?
pen wa nanbon arimasu ka

Notice there is no particle after the quantity (& o 2 stands alone), and the counted noun still

carries its own particle (Z, 7%, /2).

~ff -satsu (books), ~/T -hiki (small animals), ~#F -hai (cups, glasses), ~/5] -kai (times), ~/ -sai

(age). If you do not know the counter, ~ 2 usually works for objects.

6. Money, time and dates

en: ~MH

hyaku-en
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ELN) SAURLKSILwWSRA sanbyaku goji-en
¥1,000 BTAZA

¥6,800 ALEBAIF DU XA rokusen happyaku-en
¥10,000 WBXARA ichiman-en

How much? W< B5TE DS ikura desu ka

Clock times: ~Bf and ~%

1TWBL-21CL-3TAL - a&l 5T 1WA -2 IC3A -3 TANA -4 KA
L:65<L:7 bBD8‘;5D9<D /1/5:‘/3\/U659/33/1/7@@/3\/1/8‘3:9
WLw>C - 1MLe>5WBEL- 12D RA-9TZTDDA-10 L 238A - half 1&

Ic A

Morning is _ ' A gozen and afternoon _  gogo, placed before the hour: ZC SAL Uw
S5 Z 3 A (3:15 p.m.). "What time is it?" is 7R A LTI h%

Dates: year, month, day

Dates run from the largest unit to the smallest: year, month, day.

Just number + HYD: WE DD Jan - [TH 1-10 and some others are special: 1 DUL\/c5 -2
DFeb- SAD D Mar- LHD Apr- & 2D -3FHID -4 K2D-5V\WDOD -6 TLVD
DD May - A< DD Jun- LBEHD Jul- TIRDOD-8&LDD-9CDH-10EED - 14
IEBEDD Aug- K DD sep- L SHD CwSLoh -20F2oh-241ICLwwS&oh
Oct- Lo SWEHDNov: L SICH All others: number + |5 (11 Lw D2 WB|ZH, 25
D Dec IS ICH)
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ears: number + 13 Av: 2026 is [IC T AIC L ¥ D 5 < 13 A nisen nijiiroku-nen. A full date: |C
BAICLwSB3<RA LpSWLWEHD L\ DD (5 November 2026).

In Use — 2H'L\hH T

d—kb—% 3 fco BERHMMVLZF WE AL TIHS
ER

What time is it now?

Two coffees, please.

ST TAL LwSTAHATT,
IEW BARTIE2U»<RAT
ER

It's 3:15 in the afternoon.

Certainly. That's 800 yen altogether.

TcAL & DTN WD TIH,

When is your birthday?

:\73\‘9 HD 7’.7\—6\3_0

It's the 3rd of May.

B Quick Reference
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Plural of people noun + 7=5 _E&btH

Quantity in a sentence  noun + particle + number-counter + verb  R>% [ZIFA DWVE T,
General counter 0D .. tH L<D IcxC%& #oD

People Vb, b, TAICA .. KICA

Big numbers count in J3 (10,000) SAFA

Time ~L + ~3A/RA <L A

Date year - month - day LHD &5H

#& Practice —NAL®BS

1. Say "Three apples, please." (use ~2)

DAC%Z &> LTEE L\, (ringo o mittsu kudasai)

2. Write 300 yen and 600 yen.

TAURLZAand B3 2U» < R A.

3. How do you say "four people"? And "two people"?

KICA and 3T D.

4. Which counter would you use for three umbrellas? Say it.
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~Zk (long, thin things): & Al A.

5. Say "8:30" and "4:00".

IIB5 L A and £ L.

6. Say "4 March" and "20 July".

TADD Kohand LBEHD DD

7. Say "10,000 yen" and "30,000 yen".

WEFAZXAand SAFXAXA.

8. Make "children" plural in Japanese. Can you do the same for /A (books)?

_ £H7=5. No: /=5 is for people only; /ZA stays unchanged.

9. Ask "How many pens are there?"

RNT BAIFA HD FI D (pen wananbon arimasu ka)

10. What is wrong with B’ < VWD SAICAZ WE T2

No particle follows the quantity. Correct: H*< HWLWHY TAICA WE T,

Coming up in Chapter 4: |¥, T and the Copula. The sentence pattern A/¥B T 7, with
b, 7', D, the negative ~L » H D F 1A, the past ~ T L /=, and what really separates the topic
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/& from the subject.

Japanese Grammar 1 - Page 30




W |&, T9 and the Copula — TAIZIBTT9

The rule in one box A I& B T = "As for A, (it) is B." T 9 ends the sentence and makes it
polite; it is the copula (the "is" of identity and description), not an ordinary verb. Four endings
cover everything: T9 (is), L» &HD FH A (isnot), TL T (was), L HD FHEATL T (was
not). Add A" to ask.

1. AIIBTY

Hi=LIE HA<K<EWVWTT, watashi wa gakusei desu | am a student.

e TAIFEBEAETWVWTT, Tanaka-san wa sensei desu Mr Tanaka is a teacher.

Firippu-san wa Edinbara no Philip is an engineer from

enjinia desu Edinburgh.

N I FATI, kore wa hon desu This is a book.

T 9 never changes for person or number: /=L /& 7' VT, 27U < EL T, Pl
72513 1< L) T 7 all use the same ending.

Add & A (Mr / Ms / Mrs) to someone else's name, never to your own: 27/=L/IE 7171w Z7TI ("1
am Philip"), but 7+ U v Z& A& ... for him. It is a polite suffix, not part of the name, and it works

for any gender and for first or family names.
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2. H': asking a yes / no question

Add $® at the end of a sentence to turn it into a question. Japanese needs no word order change:
only the 7. A rising voice is optional, as 7" already marks the question. In writing, the question

mark is optional too, and the full stop » is used.

NCEWVTY, NKEWVWTT DS L. AKEVTY, /LWVXZ,
gakusei desu gakusei desu ka HM<EWVWLE»HD FHA.

AZIATAIE T7X) AZATAIETXIA

HEATT LATEH (L. £D5TY,o (Yes, that's right.)

The short answers are (& U\ hai (yes) and LUV R iie (no). € D C 9 so desu means "that's
right", and €2 L% & D £t A "that's not so".

3. H: "also"

H means "also, too" and takes the place of |3 (it never appears together with [ on the same
ord).

DlLIF BA<KEVTT, watashi wa gakusei desu. Anna- | am a student. Anna is a
TOFIAD BKEWVWTT, san mo gakuseil desu student too.

Hi-LH I—k—T9, watashi mo koht desu I'll have coffee too.

7

FEIAH AFUILAL Anna-san mo lgirisu-jin ja
HO EFHE A arimasen

Anna is not British either.

Notice the last example: with a negative, ¥ means "either" (and in the same way "neither ... nor

hen repeated).
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4. D: linking two nouns

@ joins two nouns. The first one describes or owns the second: A @ B = "B of A" or "A's B". It is

the most flexible link in the language and covers ownership, belonging, field, and origin.

nNicLD FA

owner @ thing
watashi no hon

EVHKD A <CEL N
group @ member a university student
daigaku no gakusei

ICIFACD EAEWL

subject @ teacher a Japanese-language teacher
nthongo no sensel

IT4 VN0 EHEEL
place @ person y a friend from Edinburgh

Edinbara no tomodachi

CEBRBED EDHIAD KBF

tomodachi no okasan no kuruma

my friend's mother's car

hen the noun after @ is obvious, it can be dropped: — L& HD7c L DT I, kore wa

atashi no desu ("This is mine").

English says a teacher of Japanese; Japanese says Japanese's teacher: ICIZFA C D #A ). The

descriptive noun always comes first and the main noun last.

5. The negative: L &H D FHA

The negative of T3 is L & D ¥ A. In careful writing or very formal speech you will also see
Tl3dH D £ A; they mean the same, and L+ is the everyday spoken form.
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DILIFEBAEVLWE»HD FE watashi wa sensei ja

Hoo arimasen

| am not a teacher.

This is not a pen.

_HUE RUTIEHD FEAS kore wa pen dewa arimasen

(formal)

6. The past: TL 7

HKCEWVWTT HKEVWLE»HD FEA

gakusei desu (is) gakusei ja arimasen (is not)

N<EWTLE NKEVWL»HDFEATLI

gakusei deshita (was) gakusei ja arimasen deshita (was not)

EDDIF HHT LTz kino wa ame deshita It was rainy yesterday.

My father was a
BE5IEBATWTLT=. chichi wa sensei deshita

teacher.

EDIOFICBELDUL»HBD FEATLT kind wa nichiyobi ja Yesterday was not

arimasen deshita Sunday.

Rule of thumb: T9 — TL 7 for the past, and add TL 7= after C % 5 D F A for the
negative past. The past of a question is T L 727"

7. I3 and 7: topic or subject?

Both can look like "the subject” in English, but they do different jobs. A quick distinction, which

Chapter 5 completes:
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) names who or what does or is (new or specific
sets what the sentence is about ) _
information)

Information already known or assumed new, or the answer to "who?"

T4y TEAFT IO
Example 79,

(As for Philip, he is an engineer.)

T4 VY TEAN IV 7T,
(It is Philip who is the engineer.)

swering a question shows the difference: to 7714 T > == 7 T34 ("Who is the
engineer?") you answer 7 U w 3 A DY T > 2= 77T, because "Philip" is the new
information. To 7+ U v 73 A3 ZIC T ("What is Philip?") you answer 71 J v 73 A
I T2 =7 7T9.

Using /& on something other than the topic sets it against something else: T— & —/& DA F T
("Coffee I drink [but not tea]"), /= LI H'< L)L »BH D FHA can sound like "I'm not [though

others are]". When you only want to state a fact, a plain /& as topic is the safe choice.

8. Dropping & and the topic

hen the topic is clear from the conversation, Japanese drops it, together with its /&.

Hi-LIiE 7= Hh T, 172D T, Tanaka desu (I'm Tanaka.)
PHBRERIEBATI DS, BRBRFERIE? —BHTI, (Your name? — Tanaka.)

HERTNE D <KEWVWTTHY, H<EWVWTI D  (Are you a student?)

In an order, T3 does not mean "is": P7c LI J—E—T79, means"I'll have coffee" (literally

"as for me, it's coffee"). The topic plus T 7" is a flexible frame: Japanese speakers fill in the
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relationship from the situation. You will see this "eel sentence" pattern often in cafés and

restaurants.

In Use — 2H'L\hH T

IEFLHEL T HlcLixF Ty HIELIEAFIRLCATT,
PASED

I'm British.

How do you do. I'm Philip.

TYFEAH AXURLATY
BT T4 )y TEAI A Mo
<ELTIhY

Is Anna British too?
I'm Tanaka. Are you a student, Philip?

WWR. PUFEAIETTILS Y
LWWWR., BIXEULLE»HD £FH A FLCATY,
IV ZF7 T,

No, Anna is Irish.

No, I'm not a student. I'm an engineer.
b

EDSEICBELSUTLIEDS

Was yesterday Sunday?

LWWR. ICBELESUL»HD FEA
TL7o E&D5UTLT
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No, it wasn't Sunday. It was Saturday.

B Quick Reference

Ais B AIZFBTY HIizLIE H<KEVTT,

Ais not B AIFBL»H D FHA DEELIEFEAETVLLE»HD FEA
A was B AIZBT L 7= TD2IE HHTLT,

A was not B AIFBL»HDFHATLL ICBEELSV0L»HD FEATLT
Question ) RCEWVWTTHY,

Also TYVFEADH BKEVTT,

Linking nouns DIZLD IFA

& Practice —nAL®S

1. Say "Mr Tanaka is a teacher."

EBRDTAIEEAEVWTT,

2. Add "too": 7= LI < HFUWVW T, — "Iam astudent too."

HLH H<HEBWVWTT, (& replaces /1)
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3. Make negative: _ 41L& RT3,

IRV E»HD FHE A

4. Putinthepast: T & DX HHTT, (use "yesterday")

TDOIF HHTLT

1

5. Say "my friend's book" and "a Japanese-language teacher".

EHEBED IFA and ICIFA D HALE L.

6. What is wrong with D7 LI& 714 Uy TEATTI?

& A is never added to your own name. Correct: D= L& 7«4V w T,

7. Say "Anna is not a student either."

TOFEADLDBKEVL»HD EE A

8. Say "He was not a teacher."

MU BAEBWVLWLE»HD EEATLT

9. Answer SNV TV ZF7 TYH ("Who is the engineer?") with "Philip is."

T4y TEADN T =Z7TY, (P because "Philip” is the new information.)
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10. In a café, say "I'll have coffee."

H7=LIEI—kE—T9J, (orsimply d—E—TT,)

Coming up in Chapter 5: The Core Particles I: B, %, IC, T, A. The subject marker 7'in
full, Z for objects, and /C, T and /\ for time, place and direction.
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& The Core ParticlesI — D e Z ¢ [T A

The rule in one box 7* marks the subject (who does or is). & marks the object (what is acted on).
< marks a point: a time, a destination, a place where something exists, a receiver. T marks the
place where an action happens and the means used. ~\ marks direction. Each particle goes

straight after its noun, and the verb comes last.

1. H': the subject

Chapter 4 showed that /& sets a topic and 7'names the subject, often as new information. Two

things make 7¥special for a learner.

B answers "who?" and "what?"

Enh EEL:

ya dare ga kimashita ka. Tanaka-san
Tl SAD X ga kimashita

L7

Who came? — Mr Tanaka came.

BICH HOET
Do

nani ga arimasu ka What is there?

HOHH 3> TLE Ay Rain is falling. (new information:
ame ga futte imasu

9, "it's raining")
question word (7571, Z&/C, &£'71) as the subject always takes 7%, never /&.
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h® with liking, ability and knowing

A small group of words describe a feeling or ability, and the thing liked or known takes }*,
not %:

| br=LiE T LN TETT, |
9 (like) | like sushi.
watashi wa sushi ga suki desu

- - 55(F BN ETS5VTT, o
T 5 L) (dislike) My father dislikes fish.
chichi wa sakana ga kirai desu

TUFTEAIE STA LEST

L& 59 / ATz (good/ . .
<4, Anna is good at singing.

bad at)
Anna-san wa uta ga jozu desu
ICIRACH §CL HHD ZF
HHD X9 (understand) 9,

nihongo ga sukoshi wakarimasu

| understand a little

Japanese.

HDET /WX (exist; BFEHWHDET, | have a car. / There is a

have) kuruma ga arimasu car.

b7l L% ¢ &F T is avery common learner error. In Japanese, liking is a state of the
subject, not an action done to the sushi, so the sushi takes 7'. The same appliesto F50), L& 5 7,
A7z, 1EFL L) (want) and P2 B.

2. %: the object

% (read o) marks what the verb acts on: the direct object.

N> T=RZET, pan o tabemasu | eat bread.
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EFEXHE ODAFXT, ocha o nomimasu | drink tea.
ICIEFACZE RATELOLET, nihongo o benkyd shimasu | study Japanese.

AWH%Z HFET, eiga 0 mimasu | watch a film.

% is also used with verbs of movement through or away from a place: — D . AZ H D
& ¥ 9 koen o arukimasu (I walk through the park), LN X %Z T X 9 ie o demasu (I leave the

ouse).

3. lc: a point in time, space or relationship

{C picks out a point. It has four main jobs.

LELICHEETET,
shichiji ni okimasu | get up at seven.

ICBEEL DI HWVWET, We meet on Sunday.

nichiyobi ni aimasu

Time (a clock time, a day, a date)

. . 75"3:5‘: L\gijo
Destination | go to school.
gakké ni tkimasu

. Sl RAIH VETD, |
Where something exists There is a cat here.
koko ni neko ga imasu

EBREBIC TADZE LET,

tomodachi ni denwa o shimasu | phone a friend.

HAEWZ HWVWFET, | meet the teacher.

senseil ni aimasu

Receiver / target
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Use /C after a specific time (L 5 U/, ICBE L S TS, LAHDIC, CTHD L) DHVD) but not after
words that already point to a time relative tonow: &£ 3, BL -, FD S, FLICE, FLH S, L F,
S50 w2, BAL®DS.SoBLIZWVWEFFT (ot BLZID),but ICELSTIC LWEFXT.

4. C: where it happens and how

T marks the place where an action takes place and the means by which it is done.

ELEDATARAZTESLET,

Place of action | study in the library.
toshokan de benkyo shimasu

NZXTH>THICVWEFT,
Means of transport | go to school by bus.
basu de gakko ni ikimasu

. IELT 7eRF T, ) )
Tool / instrument | eat with chopsticks.
hashi de tabemasu

) ICIEACTIZBLET, )
Language / material | speak in Japanese.
nihongo de hanashimasu

FART T < XATT,
Total / group VE U It's 500 yen in all.
zenbu de gohyaku-en desu

(C or T for a place?

Where something is _ N
(exists) J SBICRIH WETJ, (Thereis a cat at home.)
exists

Where an action takes ) 25 TRCE HEUVFT, (play with the cat at

place home.)

5. \: direction
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A\ (read e) marks the direction of movement. With LWEFF 7, FX 7, /'x O F 7 it overlaps

ith /C, and both are correct.

[CIEFAN WEXT, Nihon e ikimasu I'm going to Japan. / towards Japan
SHBEANDMRD X, uchi e kaerimasu I'm going home.

WRICHDZAD X, ie ni kaerimasu I'm going home. (same meaning)

A only expresses direction; it cannot mark where something is, when, or who receives. For those,

use /C. When you are unsure of a destination, /C is always safe with LWEFE T, FF T, "2 L £ 7.

6. Particles together: (& and H

hen you want to make a noun the topic or add "also", /& and & combine with the other

particles in two different ways:

‘ SUNE FEREE A Bread, | don't eat (but rice,
I& / % replace H' and & yes).
RTH VWX,

There is a cat too.
EOTLDICIFVE
IZ / b are added after I, T, A FtH Ao
(and &, H'5) CC CHRATED
LFxd,

To Tokyo, I'm not going (but
elsewhere).

| study here as well.

Notice the order: /C + /& = ICIE, T+ H = T¥H. A common word order in a sentence is topic —
ime — place — object > verb: D7 LIF FVWHE LBELIC WA T ClEAZ TR FE

J, watashi wa maiasa shichiji ni ie de gohan o tabemasu ("I eat breakfast at home at seven

every morning").
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In Use — 2H'L\hH /-

HLICEIANWVWEETH,

Where are you going tomorrow?

TEO2ENVEFXFT, TAL®T
W& E 9,

I'm going to Kyoto. I'm going by train.

BALCIC TETHY

What time do you leave?

ECTRAZTELSLETD,

Where do you study?

ELEDATARATZTEDOLET, W

ATIE LEEAS

I study in the library. At home I don't.

BRICH TETTHS

What do you like?

TLHTETE, PVFSAD T
LA FETH

I like sushi. Anna likes sushi too.
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B Quick Reference

subject; the thing liked or known; "who?" LA ITETY,
object; path through INDZE TeRF T,
specific time; destination; where something is; receiver LBELICHEZTET,
place of action; means; tool INZATLVWEFT,

direction (read e) ICIFAN WEF T,

& Practice —NAL®BD

1. Fill in the particle: 27 LI& 9 L_ 9§ =TI,

LM §EFTY, Liking takes 7

2.Fillin: LBL__ T FJ,

(C: a specific time takes /C.

3.Filinn E L&ED A RAZTELOLED,

C: place where the action happens.

4.Fillin: /NZX__ WE X T, ("Igobybus.")
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T: means of transport.

5. Which particle(s) can complete ' > Z 5 WEF XY, ?

I or A\; both are correct with (WF F 7.

6. Whichiscorrect: H LTcIC WE X T ordd LT WS X ?

HLT- WET XTI, No /Cafter a relative time word like & L 7=.

7. Say "I eat rice with chopsticks."

IFLT ClEA%Z 7=RZXTJ, (hashide gohan o tabemasu)

8. Say "There is a cat here." Then "I play with the cat here."

CClcRIH WE T, (existence > I2)and CCTCTHRIE HFUET, (action

9.Add |F: EDF &L DIc WEFXH Ao, — "ToTokyo I'm not going (but elsewhere)."

DT LDICIFWVWETFEHA (Hfollows /2)

10. Correct the error: 7= LIE L% 9§ TIo,

DEELIETLH TFTY, 7Ftakes 2 not %.

Coming up in Chapter 6: The Core ParticlesII: &, X, i'5, £T, &b, H."And" and

"with", "and so on", from and until, comparison, /=/# and L 7", and the sentence-final 72 and
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@ The CoreParticlesII — & R D5« FT&D %

The rule in one box & joins nouns completely ("A and B, nothing else") or means "with". X2
joins nouns as examples ("A, B and so on"). B*5 = from, ¥ T = until or as far as, & D = than. 72
(7 = only (positive), LD = only (always with a negative). 43 asks for agreement, & gives

information.

1. £: "and" and "with"

N 25 % DUV E

| buy bread and eggs. (only those
and (complete list) 4, y ggs. (only

two)
pan to tamago o kaimasu

BB ZWHZ #F
with (accompanying) 9, I watch a film with a friend.

tomodachi to eiga o mimasu

with (a partner in the BAEWE F7BLFET,

action) sensel to hanashimasu

| talk with the teacher.
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Use & between nouns (/V> & 7z% O). It cannot join verbs or whole clauses: to say "I eat and
drink" you need a different construction (the C-form, Japanese Grammar 2). Also, there is no &

after the last noun in a list: DA C'& &H0'A & /VF Fis correct.

2. ¥: "and so on"

X2 lists examples, with the sense "A, B, among others". It is often followed by & & ("etc.") at the

end.

| buy things like bread and
eggs.

INOR X TH hVWET, pan ya tamago o kaimasu

DA HADAREZ =X ringo ya mikan nado o | eat apples, mandarins and

x99, tabemasu so on.

IN> & T2F C - exactly bread + eggs IN>X° 1= F C - bread, eggs, maybe more

3. 15 and ¥ T: "from" and "until"

H*5 marks the starting point and & T the end point. They work for both time and place,

together or separately.

, K5 CLETIIFEBSEXT, , ,
time, a span | work from nine to five.
kuji kara goji made hatarakimasu

EDZT&LODHE EETHET LALAE
place, a A L I go from Tokyo to Osaka by

journey i bullet train.
Tokyo kara Osaka made shinkansen de ikimasu
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HLIchBE RAZT LS LET,

only ashita kara benkyé shimasu

starting point
I'll study from tomorrow.

CLET FEFT

goji made machimasu

end point only I'll wait until five.

& T says a state or action continues up to a point: Z U & T (&/=5 & F 9" (1 work until five). £ Tl
says something happens at or before a deadline: C LU & T/ 7'x D F 9 (I'll be home by five).

Learners often mix them up.

After a whole sentence, H*5 means "because": H&H TIH'5. LVF FEA ("It's raining, so I won't

go"). That use belongs to complex sentences (Japanese Grammar 3); for now, 7'5 after a noun

means "from".

4. & D: "than"

Comparison uses & D after the thing that is less: A |3 B & D [adjective] T = "A is more

[adjective] than B". The adjectives themselves are taught in Chapter 9; here are a few as

ocabulary.

CDMEAIE BHDMEALD
TC?b\L\—C‘\—a_o

ITTaVNTIEESETLSED
50TV TY,

TAL®DIFSH NRLD X
PVTY

kono kaban wa ano kaban

yori takai desu

Edinbara wa Tokyo yori

chiisai desu

densha no hé ga basu yori

hayai desu
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The pattern A @ (E5H B & D ... ("Ais the more ... one, compared with B") puts the winner

first and is very common in speech.

5. © again: with numbers and question words

oumet ¥ as "also" in Chapter 4. Two more uses are essential:

EDHREBN TAICAD &

L7 As many as three friends
After a number: "as many as"

tomodachi ga sannin mo came.

kimashita

ehd WEE A,

Question word + ¥ + negative: dare mo imasen There is nobody.
"none, not any" BICH 1T=RFH A, | don't eat anything.

nani mo tabemasen

ECADH WEFEATL
Tco | didn't go anywhere.

doko e mo ikimasen deshita

Notice that after /=71, 7°/C the particle 7'or Z disappears (7=71®), but after N\, /Cor Tit
stays (ECND, ECICDH).

6. 721¥ and LD "only"

Both limit something to a single thing or amount, but they are built differently.

Verb positive or negative always negative

Feeling neutral "only, just" "only, and that's not much / not enough”
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d—kb—7FFT DAHFXT, d—k—LD DAHFHE A
Example koht dake nomimasu koht shika nomimasen

| drink only coffee. | drink nothing but coffee.

OO WET, oCbLh WEEA

There is just one person. There is only one person (a pity).

With numbers

O RAATRRIT HDET, O < ZAALD HBD FEE A
| have just 100 yen. | have only 100 yen (not enough).

Money

7217 and L 2 replace Z'and %, but sit before /C, T, N and similar particles: Z C CT72 {7 koko
de dake ("only here").

<. 13 and & : the sentence-final voices

Two tiny words at the very end of a sentence change how it sounds: they are essential to

speaking naturally and add no grammar.

WW TAZTTY

asks for agreement, shares a ) ) )
13, Nice weather, isn't it?

feeling
il tenki desu ne

HLIc VWEXRT

. . You're going tomorrow,
confirms something 1o

right?
ashita ikimasu ne

HLIc WEXRT

gives new information, a gentle | am going tomorrow, you

Ko

assertion know.
ashita ikimasu yo

H>5 KLTT
warns, reminds Ko It's already nine, you know!

mé kuji desu yo
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73 is friendly and almost always safe. & tells the listener something they may not know, which can

sound pushy or like a correction if used with a superior or a stranger. In polite speech, use it with a

soft tone, and prefer 72 when you only want to agree.

In Use — 2H'L\hH

N> FeE TR T, LS BALDS BALETT
3_ h\o

Bread and eggs, please.

What are your work hours?

IS RIED D T D%
KLH5 TLERTTI,
Anything else?

Nine to five.

WO ENFEITTI,

No, that's all.

TEOF VW TAETTIR,

Nice weather today, isn't it?

AR €2TCTIMR HLIEH LWL
TAZ TS &Ko
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Yes, it is. Tomorrow will be nice too, you

know.

B Quick Reference

and (complete); with N> TFT - eHlEbLe
and so on DAY AHA

from M5

until, as far as CCET

than NZED (FPn

also; as many as; none (with question words) hd WEEA

only d—kt—77

only (with negative) oEbLh WEEA

agreement / information WO TAZTT

# Practice — N AL®S

1L Fillin: £B7EBE ZLWH'%E & X J, ("I watch a film with a friend.")

L CHrBE Z2VWHeE #F T,

2, Say "I eat apples, mandarins and so on."
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DATY ADABREZ TeRNF T,

3. Say "I work from nine to five."

LS CLETIREBEET,

4. Say "I'll be home by six." Which is right, & T or & T/C?

AL LEXTICHZRAD XTI, Adeadline takes & T/C.

5. Say "The train is faster than the bus."

TALRIFNRED [FPVTT, (or TALPDIESH NILD [FPVT
9o)

6. Say "Nobody came."

End FLATLT

7. Say "There is only one person" in two ways, with 7Z{7 and with L 5"

QDT WVWERT, andDED LD WEH A (L5 needs the negative.)

8. Which ends the sentence naturally: LWLY TAZTF T9 R or LWL TAZTTI K, ifyou

want your listener to agree?

73: it asks for agreement. £ gives information the listener may not know.
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9. Correct: 0% < AL HD £,

O <K RALD BD FEA- L5 always takes a negative verb.

10. Say "I didn't eat anything."

BICH TeRFEATLT

Coming up in Chapter 7: This, That and Where. C 71, €71, 11, CD, €D, HD, C C,
FC,HBEC, HDFFand (VX T, and the words for place: 5 %, L7z, 7D, E4D.
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This, That and Where — Chi - € - Hh - £ h

The rule in one box Every pointing word starts with one of four sounds: ko- (near me), so- (nea
you), a- (far from both), do- (which?). Add a fixed ending to get this one (-re), this ... (-no), here
(-ko) or this way / polite (-chira). For existence use & D F 9 (things) and L E 9 (people,
animals): PLACE ICTHING D D &3 / WE .

1. The ko-so-a-do table

thing (pronoun) ) N hn cn

-re kore this one sore that one are that one over there dore which one?

before a noun ) )] HD l?))

-no kono this ... sono that ... ano that ... over there dono which ...?

CC € HEC &

-ko koko here soko there asoko over there doko where?

direction / polite .55 55 Hb 5 655

-chira kochira sochira achira dochira

N is alone, C M needs a noun
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NlE (FATYI, kore wa hon desu This is a book.

D IFAIEDOTELDTY, kono hon wa watashi no desu This book is mine.
ZNUE RATI DY, sore wa nan desu ka What is that (near you)?

Who is that person over

there?

HD DClET=ENTIhY ano hito wa dare desu ka

END FLBHETAD HhET dore ga Tanaka-san no kasa Which one is Mr Tanaka's
EAR desu ka umbrella?

C 71 stands alone as a pronoun ("this one"). Before a noun, use ¢ ®D: C D IFA, €D HMNEA, BD L)
Z.Compare: C7U/d IZFA T but C D IFA IE. The same difference exists between €71 and #®,
and #71and HD.

en is it € and when is it $#?

The ko / so / a choice depends on distance from the speaker and listener. So is also the word
for something the other person just mentioned, even if it is far away: A: D5 X VA& A F L
7o B: TUE EAL ZWVHTL DS ("A: 1saw a film yesterday. B: What kind of film was

it?"). A is used for things both of you know, but are not present.

C 71 is for things; pointing at a person with it is rude. To introduce someone politely, say < 5 5% 7=
BHEATY ("This is Mr Tanaka"). For a person you point to at a distance, & ® Ct& or the more
polite D 7'/ works.

2. HD 9 and LVX J: existence

apanese has two verbs for "there is, exists", chosen by what exists:
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HDF
-

arimasu

things, plants, events (non- HOFE HOFL HOFEATL
moving) Ao 7 Y fw

WEy people and animals (moving,

WEtEA W& L7 WEEBATLIE

imasu alive)

Two patterns

The same fact can be said in two shapes, depending on what you want to emphasise:

D2<CAD S RICIFA
N HD I,
PLACE IC THING 7' 3 introduce what is in a place (new tsukue no ue ni hon ga

DEFT/VWET information); answers "what is there?" G

There is a book on the
desk.

IFAIE DKRD S
I HDET,

hon wa tsukue no ue ni

THING (& PLACE IC 3 say where a known thing is; answers
DERIT/VWET "where is it?"

arimasu

The book is on the desk.

CCICRICH HD XFITH. (Whatis here?) I FAD HD X9, (Thereis a book.)

FAIE ECICHD EXITH (Whereis the DLCRAD SDRICHD EXT, (Onthe
book?) desk.)

i END WETH. (Whois here?) ToFTAD WET, (Annais)
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& D F 7 is for things that don't move on their own, so & (tree) and /&7 (flower) take D F 7 C
SZIAIC EN /=< TA H D FF. Anything that moves by itself (a cat, a bird, a person, an insect)
takes (V¥ 9. Events ('L &F 72" % D F 7 "there is a meeting") and possession ({ 3 FH'H D F 7, "1
have a car") alsouse D ¥ ¢~

As in Chapter 5: where a thing is, use /C (N\/C 2C 7' L) & 9); where an action happens, use T (N
PTRCE BEFFT). Ameeting taking place somewhere is an exception: 2'VVF/E 1V FL DT
& D F 7 ("The meeting is held in the meeting room").

3. Words for position

apanese has no prepositions. Position words are nouns, and they follow the reference object

ith @: [object] @ [position word] (<.

on, above D R ue T—7ILD S X on the table
under, below L 7< shita L\F D L 7z under the chair
inside 78D naka MMEAD 727D in the bag

outside € & soto LNZ D £ & outside the house

in front of F X mae A ZED X X in front of the station

behind 5 L A ushiro K7@D S LA behind the door

next to (a thing of the

, &7 D tonari FATOD 7D next to the bank
same kind)

beside & C yoko Ny F®D K C beside the bed

BEH < chikaku A ZFD BH < near the station
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FACOE WIVAZT LD HLTE

between the bank and the post office

& W2 aida

0D /| HF .
left / right - AT D FTJ it's on the right
hidari / migi

A few examples with HD F§ and WE T

MEAD DM SV B D X7,

kaban no naka ni saifu ga arimasu

There is a wallet in the bag.

WFD LTI RIH WET,

{su no shita ni neko ga imasu

There is a cat under the chair.

AZQ EBDICAYEZDN HDET,

eki no tonari ni konbini ga arimasu

There is a convenience store next to the station.

CORAIEZZD BENKICHDET,

koéen wa eki no chikaku ni arimasu

The park is near the station.

hen the question is only "where is X?", you can also use T§ insteadof 80 £ 92 . Z | &
_ C9dhy —HEF_TI, ekiwadoko desuka. — asoko desu ("Where is the station? —

Over there.").

In Use — 2H'L\hH

ZNUL RATI D%
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What is that? THEFEA. TACOREITY
Do

CNEHETY, HD H T TcR

NSADTY,

Excuse me, where is the bank?

AZDEEDICHDFI. HEC
ISER

This is an umbrella. That one over there is Mr

Tanaka's.

It's next to the station. Over there.

MEAD BN RIS BD X
Do

What is in the bag?

‘i/l/t :_kb\/S\b\\ ﬁo ia_o n:‘i
WEE Ao

There's a book and a wallet. There's no cat.

B Quick Reference

This / that one _h - #h-Hh-Eh U IZFATY,
This / that + noun CD-FD-HD-ED +N D IFA
Here / there / where C-FCZ -BHEZ-EC EZTIhH,

Introduce what is there PLACE ICTHING A  HD Fd /WLWET ARICRIH WVWET,
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Say where it is THING IZ PLACE IC D ET /WET RIIFE APIC WET,

Position ND SR/ LI/BHD/iRD IC DCRD D RIC

& Practice —nAL®S

1. Choose Cfror CD: ___IFAIE HDI=LD T,

< D: before a noun, use C D.

2. You point at something near your listener. Ask "What is that?"

ZENIE BATI DY,

3. Say "Where is the station?" in two ways.

ATZTIFESTID and AZIX ESICTHD I hHY%

4.Choose BN EFFT or WET: CODRAICED o and TODRAICRIH

& D F 9 for the tree (it doesn't move on its own); LV E 9 for the cat.

5. Say "There is a wallet in the bag."

MEAD BN SVID B D X T,
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6. Say "The cat is under the chair."

RIIFWVWITD L7 WET,

7. Say "The bank is next to the station."”

FACOIFRAEZID LRDIZHD FT,

8. Ask "Who is here?" and answer "Anna is."

CICEND VWETD, | TUFETAN VET,

9. Introduce Mr Tanaka politely: "This is Mr Tanaka."

CBELIETEBDTATY, (not C7/)

10. Say "Nobody is here" (/=71 % + negative).

Cllicfiehd WEE A,

Coming up in Chapter 8: Polite Verbs: the ¥ 9 -form. The verb in full: present, negative,
past and past negative, the three verb groups in outline, ~/C (V& ¥ 7, time expressions, and

the dictionary form as your reference.
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£¢ Polite Verbs — £9 « FtHA - L7

The rule in one box Four forms: ~ & 9 (does / will do), ~FH A (doesn't / won't), ~F L 7=
(did), ~FH A TL 7z (didn't). Japanese has no separate future: & [ 7 (V& ¥ 7 means "I

ill go tomorrow". The forms never change for person or number. Add % to ask.

1. The four forms

T-RZEXT TeRFEA TeRF LT TeRFBATLL:

tabemasu tabemasen tabemashita tabemasen deshita

WEXY WEFEtA WXLk WEEEBATLI

tkimasu tkimasen tkimashita tkimasen deshita

LEY LEEA LEL7: LEEATLIE

shimasu shimasen shimashita shimasen deshita

Once you have the & 9 form, the other three come mechanically: change & 9 to Ft#A, F L /=
or A TL Jz. This is the same system as T in Chapter4 (T, L2 HBDFEA, TL, L
PBDFEATLE).

FWIBE d—kb—% ODHX
ED

mainichi kéhi o nomimasu | drink coffee every day.
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bHLI- &HEBICHUVWET, ashita tomodachi ni aimasu I'll meet a friend tomorrow.

TS FTLEZ AFXHFATL kiné terebi o mimasen

, | didn't watch TV yesterday.
1=, deshita

- o , _ What did you eat this
[FTE RICZE TeRFLTEHS kesa nani o tabemashita ka ,
morning?

2. The dictionary form and the three groups

A dictionary lists a verb in its dictionary form (also called the plain present). Every
dictionary-form verb ends in the sound -u: 7=N\'3 taberu, D& nomu, ()< iku. To make the &

9 -form you need to know which of three groups the verb belongs to.

drop 3, add £¢
foRB - TRET
HBD - HET
EETE-HBTET
Rd - RET

ru-verbs end in % and the sound before %

(CRED) isiore

change the last sound from the

u-row to the i-row, add £
everything else: ends in 3, €, <, < - DEXT
7,2, 8, &, T, orin 3 aftera, u, DL - DAFXT
° 3329 - IFBRLET
xD - FLET
"D - HhWVWET

9% - LET
<% -FF7
and all noun + #3: NAE &
293 > NAZTLEDOLET

irregular only two
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Group 1: the u-row to the i-row

D kau » H*UWVEX J kaimasu (buy)

D < kaku —» HBVE FJ kakimasu (write)

B & < oyogu - K F £ 9 oyogimasu (swim)
(&72 9 hanasu — |7k L & 9 hanashimasu (speak)
F D matsu » £5 £ machimasu (wait)

L 88 shinu » L IZ &9 shinimasu (die)

& € 3\ asobu — HE TV F 9 asobimasu (play)
DL nomu —» D& & F nomimasu (drink)

% (after a, u, D 3 noru - DD X9 norimasu (ride); D aru - HHD X

0) arimasu

The sound-before-% rule has a small set of exceptions that look like Group 2 but belong to Group 1.
The common ones are HB*X % (return) — 7'X O £ 7, (LS (enter), IF L % (run), L 3 (get to

know) and &3 (cut). Learn them as exceptions when you meet them; they are a short list.

In the & 9 -form, Group 1 and 2 verbs differ only in how you build the stem. In Japanese Grammar 2
the groups matter a lot more, because the te-form, plain negative and past follow group-specific

rules. Learn the group of every verb as you learn the verb.

3. Verbs to learn first
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eat

drink

see, watch

listen

read

write

speak

buy

return

get up

sleep

work

do

1o taberu
DL nomu
&3 miru

& < kiku
KT yomu

D < kaku
(&% 9 hanasu
P> kau

HD au

W< iku

< % kuru
MRS kaeru
EEF B okiru
133 neru
(&7 5 < hataraku

9 B suru

DNEFERT

xBLET

sNAY-Sc)

HWET

WEEY

TFET

8ok

BETET

RET

X715 ETET

LEY

RAT & DT B benkyo suru RNAZTEDOLET

4. Going to do something: ~IC WE £ T
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To say you go (or come, or return) in order to do something, put the purpose before {C, then

the movement verb. Two shapes:

action noun + |C + L) PVHDIC WEFT, .
| go shopping.
TET

kaimono ni ikimasu
DETIOICVWEET,

| go on a trip.
ryoko ni ikimasu

verb stem + [ + L\ EHEBICHWIC WEFT,
XY tomodachi ni ai ni ikimasu | go to meet a friend.
(the &9 -form without ZWVWHE Al \WEF X, | go to see a film.

£9) eiga o mi ni ikimasu

ICIEAN ICIFACE NAE &S LIC
with FE9 /HZRDE | came to Japan to study

= Co
El SELT Japanese.

Nihon e nihongo o benkyo shi ni kimashita

The "stem" is simply the & J-form minus F 7 7ZENE T — 7N, DA FE T — DA, So 7=NIC
L& X 9 means "I'm going to eat". You will use this stem again in Chapter 11 for ~7-() T d and
~FL £2D.

5. When and how often

Time words go before the verb, normally right after the topic. Remember from Chapter 5 that

/C follows specific times but not relative ones.

& & D today - & L 7z tomorrow - F D D yesterday - |7 & this morning - C A
[EA tonight- BEA L D last week - Z A L ¥ D this week- 5LYL B D next

week

now / relative

to today

F LB every day - £ULVID E every morning - & LME A every evening/night -
FWLL D every week
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WD b itsumo

& < yoku

CIEE
tokidoki

sometimes

not often (+

HED amari

negative)

TAEA

zenzen

never (+ negative)

WoH d—k—% ODAHFXT,

coffee.

| always drink

&< ZVWHZE HF T

| often watch films.

EZTEETDLSD%ZE LET,

| sometimes cook.

HED HHTTZE DHEH Ao

alcohol.

| don't drink much

FTAEA 1EIETZ TLEE A

| never smoke.

A typical sentence puts the pieces in this order: topic, time, place, object, verb: 127- L &

FLWHTET D5TI—kb—% DHFXIJ, watashi wa maiasa uchi de kohi o nomimasu ("I

drink coffee at home every morning").

In Use — 2H'L\hH ' :

EVWHT BALICHBETEI DS

What time do you get up every morning?

LELICHEETET, enHso d—
t_% @@i?‘o

I get up at seven. Then I drink coffee.

Lo S&E2MFRICE LELEEDS

What did you do at the weekend?

EHirbe ZVWH%E HIC WEFL
7=

I went to see a film with a friend.
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K< D&SDZE LEIDS

Do you often cook?

LWWR., HED LEEA, &TE
T LET

No, not much. I sometimes do.

B Quick Reference

Group 2 (%-

verbs)

drop % + £9

Group 1 (u-
u-row — i-row + £79
verbs)

Group 3
learn two
(irregular)

Negative £9 - FtA

Past F9 - FLLE

Past negative ¥9 - FEBATLIL

Going to do noun / verb stem + IC WE X

Wb - K< BT - HFED ~BL-HFA

Frequency Aty
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DL > DHEXT

95> LFET - <5-C
X9

IeRFEA

TeXFLT:

TeRFEBATLLE

HPUOBHDIC WEEXT

HED DHEEA




# Practice —hAL®S

1. Give the £ 9 -formof DL, ToR B, B < and H* R B.

DHERT, TRFXT, HDEIET, A D XTI . (5% 3isaGroup 1 exception.)

2. Which group: #%, D' D2, < %°?

73 is Group 2 (i before %); 7' 5 is Group 1; < & is Group 3 (irregular).

3. Make negative: T T X9

TTEEA

4. Make past: LWE £ 9 and past negative: L X9

WEFXL7mand LEEATLL.

5. Say "I didn't eat breakfast this morning."

ITE HTETIRAZ IERFEATLT

6. Say "I never drink coffee."

d—kb—lFHFATA DAHFHA. (A HEA needs anegative.)
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7. Say "I'm going to Tokyo to meet a friend."

EBHEBICHWVWICEDTEIOANVNTET,

8. Say "I go shopping on Saturdays."

ELDTICHVBHDIZ WE X T

9.Correct: MDD LWEF X T,

FDDS WEZFLTo Yesterday needs the past form.

10. Why is D' X% not I X £ 9 in the £ 9 -form?

' X B looks like Group 2 but belongs to Group 1 (an exception), so it becomes 7'x D X 7.
Coming up in Chapter 9: Adjectives: i and na. The two adjective types in the present,

negative and past, joining with ~ < T/ ~ T, adjectives before nouns, & CTH and & & D, and
the pattern A/EB7'~ T

Japanese Grammar 1 - Page 74




@ Adjectives — W-ITWEKS L & B-lTVWES L

The rule in one box LV-adjective: the adjective itself changes (7' — 7= < &LV — 720'D)
272), and T adds politeness. Z-adjective: the adjective never changes; T 9 changes (L ¢
DT LIDCrBDFEEA — LD TLIE). Before a noun, an (-adjective keeps its ()
(HHEF () (V.X) and a Z-adjective takes & (L 074 £ 5).

1. I-adjectives

[-adjectives end in LY, and that final (is the part that changes (7272'0), &L L L), 5L F L)

adjective + drop L\, add < %& drop L\, add H*> drop L, add < &h
TY Wty IcTY 2/TY

e < Bah 27T
&

takaku nakatta desu

high, T=h W\WTT 7eh<7BZWTT Teh'h>7=T9

expensive takai desu takaku nai desu takakatta desu

sLLWLWT  HLLLEWVWT HLLho7T HWLLLLBD oL
El El El T9

delicious

BHETZTVT EHESLLBVT  HBEETH LT HHEETLLBH oI
El El El T9
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In more formal speech and writing, the negative forms can alsobe K D FEA (L2 <HHL F
t#A)and K HD FHBATLT. They mean thesame as < ALV CTd and < BH' 27T

LWL ("good") comes from an older word & (), and all its other forms use &-: £ <& ()T 9 (not
good), £ 7' o7 T (was good), &£ < &9 o7z T (was not good). Only the present positive uses (!
(). The same happens with compounds like 7> C L)) (cool): ' o C LD 2/ T7.

Say 7=7'V T, never 7=7'0V/=T9. T only adds politeness; it does not carry the tense. The tense
lives in the adjective (722'7)) 2 72), so 7=7*7* 2 7= T 9 is the past, and 7=72'0) T L /= is wrong.

2. Na-adjectives

Na-adjectives behave like nouns, and the tense and negative are carried by T 7, exactly as in

Chapter 4:

LEDHTY

shizuka desu

SNVWTY

RS
Ty

LghL»HbF
HTA

shizuka ja arimasen

SNLLE»HD X
tA
ICEPHLeDHD
EtEA

LFATL
71c
shizuka

deshita

EhVWTL
1=

ICEPHT
L7
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shizuka ja arimasen
deshita

INVC»HbFEA
TLT
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T (pretty, clean), B 5 &L (famous) and & 5 L) (dislike) end in () but are na-adjectives: &F71
WBIEH, w5004 &, FALLE»BHD FHEA.If the ending is not a changing (Vasin ~()— ~

< 7% L), treat it as na. These three are the ones you will meet first; learn them as you meet each one.

3. Adjectives before a noun

EHETL LR
L-adjective adjective + noun = a big house
Okii (e

" -6 LW <<BX
LV-adjective a new car
atarashii kuruma

- e LIha £5 _
7%-adjective adjective + 7% + noun a quiet town
shizuka na machi

. TNV AR
7% -adjective a clean room
kirei na heya

In asentence: LT« >/\Tld LIH7% £5T9, Edinbara wa shizuka na machi desu
("Edinburgh is a quiet town"), and C4LlF H7cH L L) K 5 XTI, kore wa atarashii

uruma desu ("This is a new car").

4. Joining adjectives: ~< T and ~T

To say "X and Y" about the same thing, change the first adjective into its connecting form:

RFCTHELLLNT
e drop LY, add < _ .
LV-adjective 9. It is cheap and delicious.

<

yasukute oishii desu
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L)-adjective, L FLTRTWVWAET

It's a good and cheap shop.
0 . g P p

LIDHT EINLE F5
7%-adjective T It is a quiet and pretty town.
shizuka de kirei na machi

desu

<HBLT/L» e << THELLL It isn't expensive, and it is

negative
? H<T T9, delicious.

This € T / T link is the adjective version of the te-form you will meet for verbs in Japanese

Grammar 2.

5. £TH, HFE D and other degree words

ETHHEVLWTT, It'svery

delicious.

& T¥H totemo positive

L/ BLoE &2 =W TY, It'sabit

a little positive
sukoshi / chotto expensive.

DED EHEFT<CBRVWTY, It'snot

HED amari not very negative
very big.

TATA 7o <BULWTY, It's not

HAH A zenzen not at all negative
expensive at all.

An adjective becomes an adverb by changing its ending: L-adjective — drop LY, add < (/&40
— (FP <, "quickly": [ EP < BB FET), T-adjective — add IC (L7 — L I 52, "quietly": L
IHNC 1374 L F F). You will use these often once the verbs are in place.
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6. AlZBHCTT: the "topic, part, description" pattern

apanese describes a person or thing by naming a topic (/) and then a part or quality of it
(7%) with its description. It looks like "As for A, its B is C".

7T EAR DHD R
VT,

ITa>YINTIF £B6H
INLTY,

-l HI=FH L=
WTY,

ICIFALE oD D f=h
WT9o

Anna-san wa kami ga

nagai desu

Edinbara wa machi ga

kirei desu

watashi wa atama ga

itai desu

Nihon wa bukka ga

takai desu

Anna has long hair. (As for Anna, her hair

is long.)

Edinburgh's streets are pretty.
(Edinburgh, the town is pretty.)

| have a headache. (As for me, my head
hurts.)

Prices are high in Japan.

This is the same /& ... 7' structure you saw with 3" & in Chapter5: /= L/d LAV FF TH

("As for me, sushi is liked"). Japanese uses it whenever a quality belongs to part of the topic.

In Use — 2H'L\hH 7=

CDT—=AUIEEVLWVWTI DY,

Is this ramen delicious?

IEL, ETH HEVLLWVWTY, ¥9<

THELLWVWTT,

IT74>N\NTIEEEZTVTITH,

Is Edinburgh big?

WWZ. HED SHEES<BVTY,
S5VWSKTLID R EFETY,
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Yes, it's very delicious. It's cheap and

delicious.

EDSD ZVWAIF EDTLED,

How was yesterday's film?

IcOLH 27T, THBHB&LDL
79:73\‘7.7\97:—63_0

It was fun. But it was a little long.

B Quick Reference

Positive

Negative

Past

Past negative

Before a noun

Joining

Adverb

fehWT g

M BNTY

Teh\h>7=T%¢

e < Bah27cTY

Teh W (A

feh<T

7=Hh <

No, it's not very big. It's a small, quiet town.

LENTT

LIDLrHDEEA

LIDTLR

LIDLehHDEREATLLE

LIDa &5

LIHT

L hic
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# Practice —hAL®S

1. Make negative: 7cD*WVT 9

TC#T( 7’3:\/\‘(“3—0

2. Make past: &LV L LWT 9 and past negative: e L ULV TS

EVWLD - TT and TcD L BEH o7t TTY.

3. Make negative: LWLV TG

K <UL T Y, (L)L) uses &£- everywhere except the positive.)

4. Make negative and pastfor L D TY.

LEHhLC»HD EEA (negative); LI DN TLT (past); LITHL»HD XHAT
L7z (past negative).

5. Say "a quiet town" and "a big house".

LIHDME FHBEand EHZFLV LR,

6. Join: "It is cheap and delicious."

XFILLTHLLWLWTT,
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7. Join: "It is a quiet, pretty town."

LIDHTESNLE £F5TI,

8. Which type is & 41L), and what is the wrong form in LWLV XLV T I ?

ZF710)is a na-adjective, so the negativeis TNV » D £ A, not FA20) < %L,

9. Say "It's not very big."

DED EEZT<CRUVWTI, (HF D needs a negative.)

10. Say "Anna has long hair." (use /& ... 7))

VT EAIE DBD BHNT T,

Coming up in Chapter 10: Questions and Question Words. 7", /=71, &/, L'D, &£'C, &
2, L'< 5, L' D, &£'5 5, indirect questions, and how to answer.
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? Questions and Question Words — L2H A

The rule in one box Statement + 7* = question. A question word takes the place of the
answer, with its own particle (77175, & /C %, &'C A, (1D), and the sentence ends in 7",

Answer by replacing the question word with the information and keeping the rest: &'C A\ (V&
D> ESFLEONVEFXT.

1. Yes / no questions

d—k—% OHFJo d—kb—% OAHETH,

koht o nomimasu koht o nomimasu ka
H<EWVWTT, H<HEWTTHY

PLLHIDTT, LWL =TIThH,

The answer is |& L) (yes) or LYLY X (no), followed by the verb or adjective: (&L, DA X T,

/ WWR DHFH Ao Inwriting, a question mark is optional; the full stop » is the usual

ending.

2. The question words
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=1 dare
(polite: £ 7R 7= donata)

750 / 78 A nani / nan

LD itsu

&  doko

E AR donna + noun

W< 5 ikura

LK D ikutsu

EB 5 dochira

N/ €D dore / dono

T/ 5 LTnaze/
doshite

BAL - BAICA - 78
AEV - RADD

how (is it?)

what kind of

how much (price)

how many (things); how old

which of two; where (polite)

which one / which ...

why

what time - how many people -

how old - which month
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=nh FFE LD Who came?

RICZ TeXRZXTH What will

you eat?

WD WEXTHs When will you

go?

ECTARAZTEDOLEFETHS,
Where do you study?

ICIEAIE ESTI hY%

Japan?

How is

AR ZWVWHD TETT D,
What kind of films do you like?

T WS BTIHS How

much is this?

DACZE WD DWVETH,

How many apples will you buy?

55D §EFTIHs Which

do you prefer?

ED MEAN HBRIDTY
D% Which bag is yours?

EOLTWVWEFEATLLE
D% Why didn't you go?

BALICHEZTEITDs What

time do you get up?




The word for "what" has two forms. & A comes before T, 7=, ?D, before a counter (%A L, BAIC
A, ATV, A DY D) and before the sounds t, d, n: #LlE LA TI D, LAD IFA TI D
Elsewhere, especially before Z, 7%, &, 7, use BIZ: BICZE /=NETD, BICH B D F 975 When in

doubt, say it aloud: you will hear which sounds natural.

3. Word order and particles

The question word sits where the answer would sit, with the same particle. Nothing else

changes.

EHREEN EE LT Enht X Lich,

IN>%& TeRFE T, RIS ToRETDhS
D2BETARAZTLOLET, ECTARAZTESLETDS
NATWVWEFXT, AT WVWEEXIHS (by what means)
EBHBRBLE WEFT, Ene WEXIh%
CLIEHEETFET, BALICEETEITHS

Two details: LD never takes /C (LD LVEF F 92", and a question word as subject takes 1Y,
never (& (Chapter 5).

5 5: which of two

For choosing between two items, use A & B & £5 51 ... TIH', answered with ~DIEFS5 H'
(Chapter 6):

d—E—E L E55MN TETITH, JI—E—DIEF5H TETT,

koéht to ocha to dochira ga suki desu ka kohi no ho ga suki desu
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Which do you like better, coffee or tea? | like coffee better.

4. The same words as "some-" and "no-"

Add $" to a question word and it means "some-" in a sentence; add ¥ with a negative verb and it

means "no-" (Chapter 6).

=11 who 1=11H somebody 7211% nobody
7R 1C what 7RI H something 7X1Z®H nothing
£ C where £ ZH* somewhere £ ZIZH nowhere

LD when LY D7D some day LY D% always (with a positive verb)

RICHD TeRFTH% nanika tabemasu ka Will you eat something?
b WEIhy, dareka imasu ka Is anyone there?

TN WEFXLEDS dokoka e ikimashita ka Did you go anywhere?

5. Questions inside a sentence

To say "I don't know where it is" or "please tell me when it starts", place the question inside the
sentence, before h*, and add the main verb: 7' ¥t A (don't know), L D FtA (don't
now), L X T <75 L) (please tell me).
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ZAEINECICHBID DD E  ekiga doko niaru ka | don't know where the

Ao wakarimasen station is.
e <3Hh LD FEA dare ga kuru ka shirimasen | don't know who is coming.

WO WK HLRTKEETS Please tell me when you are
itsu iku ka oshiete kudasai

LYo going.
hinh b HbHhb £t A kare ga dare ka wakarimasen | don't know who he is.

Inside the sentence, the verb is in its dictionary form (& 3, < 3, (<), not the £ 9 -form,
and a noun or na-adjective simply stands before 7" with no 7=. The full rules for these plain

forms come in Japanese Grammar 2 and 3; for now, copy the pattern: question word +
dictionary form + 7" + HH'D FHA.

6. Answering

Yes / no IELY/ LWL R + the verb [T, WS4,

Question replace it with the answer, keep ECANWVEFETH, - ED2TF&LDA L
word the particle X9,

EDOLTWVWEFREATLED. » HO
reason + 5 / H'H5TT TLED b5,

(Because it rained.)

A negative question such as 372'\%%Z 7-NEHEA D, ("Don't you eat fish?") is answered according
to whether the statement is true, not according to whether the answer is yes or no in English. If

you really don't eat fish, say &LV, TeRFH A ("Yes, [that's right,] I don't"). If you do eat it, say LILY
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A+ =R ZE T ("No, [that's not so,] I eat it"). /£ () means "what you said is right", and ('().X means

"it is not".

In shops and offices you will hear the polite forms: &7 7 (who), &5 5 (where, which), H11< D
(how old). A good model is &'5 5 & & T 972 ("who is it?", at a door or on the phone) and &' < D
T3 7 ("how old are you?", politely).

In Use — 2H'L\hH

BREFRIXZATI DS

What is your name?

T4 )wTTd, TT+q4>/\TH5H
3i l./TCO

I'm Philip. I came from Edinburgh.

BLILIFBATI DS

What do you do for work?

O—bE—r EBYL EBESHRTE
T

D MMEAIF VWS BT HS

How much is this bag?

ICBEACU®» << RATT,

It's 2,500 yen.
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Which do you like better, coffee or tea?

J—E—DIE5H TETY,

I like coffee better.

B Quick Reference

Yes / no

question

Question word

Which of two

some- / no-

statement + H

word + its particle + ... H

72 A before T, D, counters, t/d/n; 71

elsewhere

ALBLEBE LR ... > ~DIEFSH

h /B + negative

question word + dictionary form + H* + HOHD
FtEA

E5LT—-..hm5

# Practice —NnAL®D

WE X I D%

ECTARAZTEOLET
Do

BATID  RICZ

d—k—0D IF5H

RICH - RICD

ECICHED DD EE
A

HHTLIEHh B,

1. Choose Z/iCor A: €HUE _ TIH%S and  %Z TeRFX I HY,
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% A (before T9) and &I (before % ).

2. Ask "Who came?"

Enht SELEhHs

3. Ask "How much is this?"

CHUT W< 5T DY,

4. Ask "Where are you going tomorrow?"

HLIESNWVWEFTDY,

5. Ask "Which do you like better, coffee or tea?" and answer "Coffee."

Od—kbE—HE52L 5N TETID, /A—E—DIFSH TETY,

6. Ask "What time do you get up?" and "How old are you?" (polite)

BALICHEZTEITH. and EVKDTI DY

7. Say "I don't know where the station is."

AEWNETIEHBED DO D FEA

8. Say "I ate something" and "I ate nothing".
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BICD TeRE LTco and RICH TERNFEHAT LT

9. Someone asks & DME%Z TeREXHE A DY and you do not eat fish. How do you

answer?

[FUN, TeRZFXHA. /2L confirms the negative statement.

10. Answer £ DO L T WEFXFHATLD. with "Because it rained.”

HOTLIED 5,

Coming up in Chapter 11: Wants, Invitations and Requests. ~7-() T 9 (want to), ~&F

BAD ) ~FL &£ D (shallwe?), ~Z <723 ), ~ T /Z3 () as aset phrase, /FL LV T, and

ow to accept or decline politely.
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& Wants, Invitations and Requests — D€ « SEW + &
1ahiLy

The rule in one box With the &9 -stem: + 7=L T = I want to; + FHAD =won't you ...?
(invitation); + £ L & 5 =let's .... With a noun: noun + H* IZL LT =1 want it; noun + %
< 72 &L = please give me it. A request to do something is ~T £ 72 & LY, which you can use now

as a set phrase.

1. ~7=LVT9: wanting to do

Take the ¥ 9 -stem and add ~7f=WWT9: "I wantto...".

WEZWTT

| want to go.
tkitai desu

T-RTWTE

tabetai desu

| want to eat.

. DH-WVWTT .
to drink | want to drink.
nomitai desu

L7=WTd

shitai desu

| want to do.

X/-UVWT9 | want to come.
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In a sentence the object can take either # or b%: # 9 & DHTWVWTT, [/ HTH DHT=L)
CT9, mizuo/ ganomitai desu ("I want to drink water"). Other particles stay as they are: (|

AN WET-LWTI, ("Iwant to go to Japan").

~7=L) behaves like an L)-adjective

want to 7=R7=L\T TR BVWT TeRfeh o 71 TeRT=<BHh o7
eat El El T9Y T9Y

In a statement, ~/c () T J describes your own wish; to say what someone else wants, Japanese
uses a different form (~7=72"> T ¥ ¢, Japanese Grammar 2). Asking Z/C% /=N7/=L)VTIH
("What do you want to eat?") is fine between friends, but with a customer or a superior it sounds too

direct: use ~FtA D or LH'HV T 97 instead.

2. |FLWTT: wanting a thing

IZL LV is an ()-adjective meaning "want (a thing)". The thing wanted takes h%: 7= L (& < %

EH IELLWTY, watashi wakuruma ga hoshii desu ("I want a car"). It conjugates like any
U-adjective: IEFL <A UVTT, IFL D27/ TT.

Hco LWL MEAD IEFLWVWTT, HTc5 LV BMNEAZ HWVWTWT I,

| want a new bag. | want to buy a new bag.

/& L L) cannot follow a verb: for "want to do", always use ~7z().

3. Inviting: ~FtHAD and ~FL &5
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Wo L &IC 2LWA'%Z
invitation, softly: "Wouldn't HEHFADS Would you like to see a
you like to ...?" issho ni eiga o mimasen film with me?

ka

suggestion or acceptance: WEFXL &£ Do

"Let's ..." tkimasho

TAL»TWVWEFL
“Shall we ...?" or "Shall I ...?" - Shall we go by train?
: & DD%
(offering) _ Shall | help you?
TOREVWEL & SD%

typical invitation sequence: FtA 7'to ask, & L & 3 to accept or settle the plan.

A CAIFA Wo L&IC CIFA%Z IEREFHA A Would you like to have dinner together
HYe tonight?

B: LWWT I, BICZ TeRNFL L&D B: That sounds good. What shall we eat?
A T—XNF ESTIHS A: How about ramen?

B: A 72— X% 1T=RFEL & Do B: Yes, let's have ramen.

~F A 7 really asks (Will you ... ?) and leaves the other person free to decline, which makes it the
polite choice for a first invitation. ~& L & 3 proposes and assumes agreement, and it is also the

natural reply: WEFFEAD > 2 Z2. VWEFEL £ 2.

4. Asking for things: Z2< &L
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dj—= 2= =T LY
noun + & < fE&L) Z 1B Coffee, please.
koht o kudasai

noun + quantity + < 72 & DACE oD KIS
LY LYo

Three apples, please.

FHTHE FRHAVLEXT, Water, please. (a little more

omizu o onegai shimasu polite)

noun + Z BHRHPWVWLET

more of something HS5 L <FEEL, A little more, please.

5. ~TL &L afirst, frozen form

To ask someone to do something ("please wait, please tell me"), Japanese uses the te-form of
the verb plus < 72 & L. You will learn how to build the te-form in Japanese Grammar 2. For

now, learn these requests as set phrases:

B&2o& FoT LT, chotto matte kudasai Please wait a moment.
HET <=L, misete kudasai Please show me.
BELRTLKIETL, oshiete kudasati Please tell / teach me.
C IS W T 72T LY, koko ni kaite kudasai Please write here.
o< D IFELT KIEE LY, yukkuri hanashite kudasai Please speak slowly.

HO2WVWBEE WoT K7ET LY, mo ichido itte kudasai Please say it once more.
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A bare ~T < /=& ) is polite but firm, like an instruction. Add §A&FtA. infront,or 54 o2&
inside, to soften it: $AFHEFA. 5L 2E FoT AT ~ZH72H L F T is softer still for

requests for things.

6. Accepting and declining politely

A flat "no" is rare in Japanese. People decline by apologising, giving a hint of a reason and often

eaving the sentence unfinished.

LWWTIR WEXL & ) . That sounds good.
Accepting (i desu ne. ikimasho
S Let's go.

(EL. B0 hai, zehi Yes, by all means.
[FWV. KAZAT, hai, yorokonde Yes, gladly.

FAHAFEEA. TLDOIE 5 sumimasen, kyo wa I'm sorry, today is a

Declining R
2.0 chotto... bit (difficult)...

SARATEN. HLT zannen desu ga, ashita It's a pity, but
T WVEDARLWTT, wa (sogashii desu tomorrow I'm busy.

Fle CAY BRDPVLZF mata kondo onegai Please ask me again

9, shimasu another time.

(V)T 972 means "that's good". But (V)T on its own to an offer (TI— E —/& VDD TIHs —
(L)L) T %) can mean "No, thank you, I'm fine". To refuse clearly and politely, say (¥ 23 T9 or £
WL & 53 TT; to accept, say HRDBVL £ 9 or (FLV. EHD.

In Use — 2H'L\hH

Japanese Grammar 1 - Page 96




ELES3TIC VW2 L &KIC ZAVLWHE &
FHADS

Would you like to see a film together on

Saturday?
LWWTT 1. RICZE ATCWTT
D

That sounds good. What would you like to

see?

ICIEAD ZWH%ZE ATcWT T,

I'd like to see a Japanese film.

HLIC WO L &KICDAIC VWEFE
AD%

Would you like to go for a drink together

tomorrow?

gHhEFA. HLEEIE B L. .o
Flc CAY BRAVWLFT,

I'm sorry, tomorrow is a bit difficult. Please

ask me another time.

?Jj’iﬁ/l/o :l—t—'% /S\TCO <

23 LY

Excuse me. Two coffees, please.

XV (EDMC RISH DD FT D

Certainly. Anything else?

BAHTH ERHPVLET,

Water as well, please.
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B Quick Reference

Want to do stem + 72W\WT 9
Don't want to stem + 1c<BWVWTY
Want a thing noun + B IZLWLTT
Invite stem + FEAD
Let's / accept stem+ L&D
Please give me noun + Z <ZTW
Please do (set phrase) ~TLfZEn

Decline softly TAHAEFEA. ~lF BLDL..

# Practice —NAL®S

1. Make "I want to drink": DHF I —

0337*7": L\—t“-a_o

2. Say "I don't want to go."

WE7<BWVWTY,

3. Say "I wanted to eat sushi."”
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WE7tWTY,

WELBWVWTT,

KBFENIELWVTT,

WEEEADS

WEXL & Do

HYE KT,

EoT 7T

TLEOFBLEOE..




FTLD R TY, (r L% 1=RT=D27=TT,)

4. Say "I want a car." Why does the thing wanted take H'?

CBEDIZLWVTY, /FL L) describes a feeling of the speaker, like 3 & (Chapter 5),
so the thing takes 7"

5. Invite someone: "Would you like to see a film with me?"

Wo L &IC ZWLWH'%ZE AFHADS

6. Accept the invitation in question 5.

LWWTTHRe AFEL &Do (or ldkLN

7. Offer to help: "Shall I help you?"

TO1EWEL & DhH%

8. Say "Please wait a moment."

B5&2o8 &§8oT KT,

9. Order "Two coffees, please."

O—kb—% 37cD &L,

10. Politely decline an invitation for tomorrow without saying "no".
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THFEA. BHLIEIE B &LEDL...o T A BRPVLET,

Coming up in Chapter 12: Putting It Together. One sentence built step by step, a decision
procedure (topic, particle, verb form), an error-spotting clinic, the Course Complete recap and a

pointer to Japanese Grammar 2.
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¥ Putting It Together — £ & &

The rule in one box Japanese sentences are built around the verb, which comes last.
Everything before it is a noun + particle block, and the blocks can come in almost any order.
Decide: 1) the topic (13), 2) each role (H, %, IZ, T, A ...), 3) the verb or adjective

orm at the end.

1. One sentence, built step by step

English: "Yesterday I went to the library by train with my friend." Build it one block at a time.

1. The verb, last, went - L& FE

b\i§ Co
polite past L7z Sl

2. The destination (I CLEDANWVWETF LT
to the library
/) toshokan e ikimashita

3. The means (T) by train TAL®T ELEDAN WEF LT

4. The companion . ‘ EHIEBE TALPT ELEDANWVEFL
with my friend

(2:) TCo

TDS CHBRBLE TALP»T ELLDAAN L

5. The time yesterday
3 i L/TCO

6. The topic (3) as for me DI=LIE D5 tHEBE TALPTELE
PAN WE E LTz,
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watashi wa kino tomodachi to densha de toshokan e

tkimashita

In real conversation 77z L /& is left out whenever it is obvious who is speaking: D5 & H/56 &
TALPT ELLDAN VEFFEL /= isthe natural sentence. The verb is the one block you can

never leave out.

2. A decision procedure

What am | talking about?

Who or what does the action?

What receives the action?

Where to, or at what time?

Where does the action happen, or by what

means?

With whom, and what else, from where,

until when?

Is the predicate a verb?

Is it a description?

Is it a question?

Do | want, invite or request?

mark it with &

B (new information, or after question

words)

=

< (< for direction)

'c\'\

&R, 05, £8T, &0, B

polite ~&F 9 forms (positive, negative,

past)
L\-adjective or 7&-adjective, then TG

add 1Y, use a question word in the slot

being asked

~TWTY, ~FBAD, ~FL &S, &<
ke 8
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3. Error-spotting clinic

Each sentence below has one error. Find it, then check the correction.

INNF TeRFT iz Lido

AN DAFET,

drink water")

(meaning "I

MNol5% WEET,

ELEDAICRAZTESL
£,

D IEAIF T VWK BEWNWT
ER

LFHWNTT,

RICH T=RTEWTTHY and
the answer 78 C % T=~7zL)...

Wol&ICWEFLELD
72 =AY

stranger)

(as an invitation to a

The verb must come last.

/& makes water the topic and implies a
contrast; the object of a plain statement

takes Z.

A destination takes /C or N\, not Z.

The place where an action happens takes

An U\-adjective drops ()and adds <&
L.

L &P is a 72-adjective; it takes T
directly.

The tense must match the time word.

Not an error: 7=0) allows Z or 7% Don't

"fix" it.

For a first invitation ~Ft A 7" is softer
than ~F L & D.
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o) el A= WAD
T 1=-RNET,

HI % DHE
ER

Mo SA LE
9,

ELENMAT A
AZTEOLE
EE

CDIFAIL T
MRV TY,

LEHTT.

TDS LWEFEL
TCO

Rick [/ BICH
1=R7=\WT9
HY

WoL&ICcWE
FHEADS




In Use — 2H'L\hH /-

‘;U@i L/—to bTCL/L::t IV—C\\-?—O
1FXVAMS X LT

Nice to meet you. I'm Emma. I came from

Britain.

ZO2TIhH, ICIFAIEIEILHTT
ERAS

Is that so? Is Japan new to you?

CDFEBIFESTTDY,

How is this town?

LT ENWGE $5TT, T
B, BOIF TL LHNTT,

HLIIFRICZE LEITDY,

What will you do tomorrow?

EHiEBe LA YTOBIE
A TeRET, Wol &I WEZE
HADS

I'll have lunch with a friend at a restaurant.

Would you like to come along?

WWTdHh, 0 WELWTT,

That sounds good. I'd love to go.
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It's a quiet, pretty town. But things are a little

expensive.

3y Course Complete — Recap

See how a Japanese sentence works; read the sounds and writing system; use nouns,

numbers and counters.

Use & and TT; choose from the core particles (A, Z, IC, T, N\, &, ®, B'5, £T, &£
D, H).

Point and ask where with C 71, 71, 71, C C and friends.
Use polite verbs in the present, negative and past; describe with L- and 7%-adjectives.
Ask questions; say what you want; invite, request, accept and decline politely.

Build sentences with a checklist and spot common errors.

& Practice —hAL®S

1. Build: "I eat bread at home." (topic, place, object, verb)

DIZLIE 25T N>%Z IeRE T,

2, Build: "Yesterday I didn't go to school."

DS NI OINVEFHEATLT
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3.Correct: LA S V% WEXT,

LARS AN WEXTY, (destination: A or i)

4.Correct: cD AL —E D5V BRWVWTT,

CDOAL—=E 6L TVWTT,

5. Correct: @D H WL\ T T, (famous)

DSHWTT, (#HS5810)isa %-adjective)

6. Ask: "Who came?" (Which particle follows the question word?)

=nut £ LD (Afollows a question word as subject)

7. Say: "I want to go to Japan."

ICIFAN WET-WVWTY,

8. Invite: "Shall we eat together?"

Wo L &ICTERFHEADS (or TeRFXL & DH%)

9. Describe: "It is a quiet town." (%:-adjective + noun)

LIHh7%a £5TY,
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10. Build a three-block sentence of your own about yesterday, using one time word, one

particle block and a past polite verb.

Any answer of the form time + noun + particle + verb- ¥ L 7=, for example T D D |(FA %=

KHE L7To ("YesterdayI read a book.")

Next: Japanese Grammar 2. The te-form (behind ~ T < /=3 ("), the plain form, ~T()3,

~7=7'3 and more, building on everything here. Congratulations on finishing Japanese

Grammar 1! &:
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