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& Commands and Requests — A felszélité moéd

Stem + -j + ending. The second person singular is the bare stem plus -j: irj (write),
kérj (ask), menj (go). If the stem ends in a sibilant, the -j blends in: olvass (read), lass
(see). With a definite object the second person is -d: olvasd (read it), ird (write it). A

prohibition is ne plus the same form: Ne menj! (Don't go!).

1. The indefinite imperative

kérjek let me write / ask
irj kérj write! ask!
irjon kérjen let him/her write - (formal you)
irjunk kérjink let's write
you (pl) irjatok kérjetek write! ask! (plural)

they irjanak kérjenek let them write / ask

The third person singular is also the polite command (the formal "you" is grammatically
third person, as in Hungarian Basic): Uljon le! (Please sit down.), Varjon, kérem. (Please

wait.). The first person plural is the usual way to say "let's": Menjiink! (Let's go!).
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2. When the stem ends in a sibilant: olvass, lass

A stem that ends in -s, -sz, -z (or -t after some vowels) swallows the -j and doubles the sound in

the 2sg: the -j turns into the stem's last sound.

olvass

hoz hozz
lat lass
nyit nyiss
fut fuss
The 2sg is often lengthened with -dl/-él in everyday speech: olvassal, nézzél, iiljél. It is a

softer, friendlier command than the short form. Other stems keep the -j as usual: var — varyj,

iil - iilj, ad — adj.

3. The definite imperative

With a definite object the endings become the definite set, and the 2sg is -d: olvasd (read it),
ird (write it), lasd (see it).

OLVAS
olvassam
olvasd
olvassa

olvassuk
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OLVAS
olvassatok

olvassak

Olvass egy konyvet! - Read a book!
irj levelet! - Write a letter!

Lass valamit! - See something!

iR LAT
irjatok lassatok

irjak lassak

Olvasd el a konyvet! - Read the book!
ird meg a levelet! - Write the letter!

Lasd! - See it! (Look!)

4. Irregular commands

A handful of very common verbs have their own imperative stems. Learn these as separate

words.

menj menjen menjiink
gyere jojjon gyerunk
légy legyen legylink be

tégy tegyen tegyiink put, do
végy vegyen vegylink take, buy

eszik egyél egyen egylink eat

iszik igyal igyon igyunk drink

Plural of gyere is gyertek (come!), and the polite singular is jojjon (Jojjon be! Come in,

please). For eszik, the common everyday 2sg is egyél: Egyél még! (Have some more!).
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5. Prohibitions with ne

"Don't ..." is ne plus the same imperative form, placed directly before the verb: Ne menj!
(Don't go!), Ne olvasd! (Don't read it!), Ne gyere! (Don't come!), Ne légy ideges! (Don't
be nervous!), Ne félj! (Don't be afraid!). Plural and polite: Ne menjenek! (Let them not

go.), Ne varjon! (Please don't wait.)

Declarative sentences are negated with nem (Nem megyek, I'm not going). Commands use ne

(Ne menj). Using nem in a command sounds like a statement, not a prohibition.

Hungarian commands sound blunt in English translation. Add kérem (please), légy szives (be so
kind) or switch to the -al/-él form: Légy szives, nyisd ki az ablakot. (Please open the
window.) The conditional from Chapter 6 (Kinyitnad az ablakot?) is softer still.

In Use — Hasznalatban

Gyere ide, és segits! Jojjon be, és iiljon le, kérem.

Come here and help! Please come in and sit down.

Mit csinaljak? Koszonom. Varjak még?
What shall I do? Thank you. Shall I wait longer?

Vedd el6 a tejet, és ontsd a kavéba. Nem, ne varjon. Kezdjiik el!

Ne feledd, nem kérek cukrot. No, don't wait. Let's begin!

Take out the milk and pour it into the coffee.

Remember, I don't want sugar.
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Gyeriink, mert elkéstink!

Let's go, or we'll be late!

Ne siess, még van idonk.

Don't hurry, we still have time.

Nézd az orat! Fuss!

Look at the clock! Run!

B Quick Reference — Gyorstabla

Indefinite

[alellale[

Definite endings

Sibilant stems

Polite form

"Letlsll

Irregulars

Prohibition

-jak/-jek, -j, -jon/-jen, -junk/-jink, -jatok/-jetek, -

janak/-jenek

-jam/-jem, -d, -ja/-je, -juk/-jik, -jatok/-jétek, -jak/-jék

-s, -sz, -z, -t often — -ss, -ssz, -zz

3sg (or 3pl for several people)

1pl

menj, gyere, l1égy, tégy, végy, egyél, igyal

ne + imperative

irj - kérjen

ird - irja
olvass - hozz - lass
Uljon le!

Menjlink! - Kezdjtik

el!
Gyere ide!

Ne men;j! - Ne

olvasd!
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# Try It Yourself — Gyakorlas

1. "Write!" (2sg): ir.

Irj!

2. "Read!" (2sg): olvas.

Olvass! The -j blends into the final -s.

3. "Read it!" (the book, 2sg).

Olvasd! Definite object, so -d.

4. "Let's go!"

Menjiink! (Or Gyeriink!)

5. "Come here!" (2sg).

Gyere ide!

6. "Please sit down." (formal)

Uljon le, kérem.

7. "Don't go!" (2sg)
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Ne menj!

8. "Be nice!" (2sg), with kedves.

Légy kedves!

9. "Eat some more!" (2sg)

Egyél még!

10. Which is right for "Don't read it!": Nem olvasd or Ne olvasd?

Ne olvasd! Commands use ne, not nem.

The same -j forms after hogy ("that"): azt
akarom, hogy jojj (I want you to come), the ability endings -hat/-het (mehetek, I may go), and

the verbs that call for the subjunctive.
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