Hungarian Grammar 2 - Chapter
8 . Possession and Cases
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% Possession — A birtoklas

A possessed noun takes one of six personal endings (my, your, his/her, our, your
plural, their). A plural possessed noun adds -i- before the person (hdzaim, my houses).
A noun owner stands bare in front of the possessed noun, which takes the 3rd person
singular ending (a bardatom haza). Case suffixes then go after the possessive ending, as

always.

1. The six endings

Three families of stems cover most nouns. The singular endings are:

BARAT
10)% : barat
your (sg) 3 barat
his, her 3 barat

barat

barat

barat
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More examples of the same families: konyvem, konyved, konyve, konyviink,
konyvetek, konyviik (front, like kert but with -e in the 3rd person); ablakom, ablakod,
ablaka and asztalom, asztalod, asztala (the -o type); tiikrom, tiikrod, tiikre (tiikor

drops its vowel before the ending).

Whether a back noun takes -am or -om, and whether the 3rd person is -a / -e or -ja / -je, is decided

word by word. Compare haza and konyve with baratja, kertje and telefonja. Learn the 3rd

person form together with each new noun, as you learned the plural and the accusative.

2. Plural possessed nouns: -i-

When there is more than one thing owned, an -i- comes before the person ending. The first
and second person endings lose the linking vowel of the singular, and the 3rd person singular

becomes just -i.
BARAT
my haz barat kert
your (sg) haz barat kert
his, her haz barat kert
haz barat kert
your (pl) haz barat kert

their haz barat kert

Compare a hazam (my house) with a hazaim (my houses), and a baratom (my friend)
with a barataim (my friends). The suffix -i- marks the things owned are many; it says

nothing about how many owners there are.

3. A noun as the owner: a baratom haza

Hungarian Lesson - Hungarian Grammar 2 - Chapter 8 - Possession and Cases - Page 3 of 9




When the owner is a noun, it stands bare in front of the possessed noun, which takes the 3rd

person singular ending (or -1 for several things), even if the owner is plural.

a tanar autdja the teacher's car bare owner

a baratom haza my friend's house owner itself possessed
a barataim haza my friends' house plural owner, still -a

a gyerekek jatékai the children's toys several things owned: -i

Péternek a konyve Peter's book dative owner (Chapter 3)

A pronoun owner is usually left out, because the ending already says who. If you add it, for

emphasis, the pronoun comes with the article:

a hazam az én hazam my house

a hazad a te hazad your house

a haza az 6 haza his/her house
a hazunk a mi hazunk our house

a hazatok a ti hazatok your (pl) house

a hazuk az 6 hazuk their house

4. Possessed nouns are definite

A noun with a possessive ending counts as definite. As a direct object it therefore calls for the
definite conjugation (Hungarian Grammar 1, chapter 8) and the accusative from Chapter

2
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Szeretek egy hazat. | like a house. indefinite — szeretek
Szeretem a hazamat. | like my house. possessed — szeretem

Keresem a kulcsomat. I'm looking for my key. possessed — keresem

5. Adding the cases

The case suffix goes after the possessive ending, and the harmony rules apply to the whole
word. There is one change to know: a 3rd person singular ending -a / -e (or -ja / -je)
lengthens to -a / -é before a case that starts with a consonant. The other persons stay as they

are.

hazam (my) hazam hazam hazam
kerted (your) kerted kerted kerted
haza (his/her) haz haz haz
konyve (his/her) konyv konyv kényv
baratja (his/her) barat barat barat
hazunk (our) hazunk hazunk hazunk

hazaim (my houses) hazaim hazaim hazaim

The same possessed form works for every case in Chapters 4 to 7: a hazamba, a hazambdl,
a hazamnal, a hazamra, a hazamért, a hazamig. The 3rd person becomes a hazaba,
a hazabdl, a hazanal. Only the owner and the stem change; the case rules are the ones you

already know.

6. Having: van and nincs
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Hungarian has no verb "to have". Possession is expressed with van (there is) or nincs (there is

not) and a possessed noun, with the nominative and no article.

Van egy hazam. | have a house.

Két testvérem van. | have two brothers/sisters.
Nincs idom. | have no time.

Nincs pénzem. | have no money.

Vannak barataim. | have friends.

Nincsenek barataim. | don't have friends.
Péternek van egy autoja. Peter has a car.

Nekem van egy autém. | have a car (emphatic).

The owner can be put in the dative (Chapter 3) for emphasis or when it is a noun: Kinek van

kulcsa? (Who has a key?). The question forms are Kinek a haza? (whose house) and Kié?

(whose is it).

The thing you have after van and nincs takes no accusative and, when it is a new thing, no article:
Van autém or Van egy autom, not Van az autémat. With a known thing you say where it is

instead: Az autém itt van (my car is here).

In Use — Hasznalatban
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Van testvéred? Hol van a kulecsom?

Do you have a brother or sister? Where is my key?

Igen, két testvérem van: egy batyam Nalad van, a taskadban.
és egy hl’lgom. You've got it, in your bag.
Yes, I have two: an older brother and a

younger sister. .
Nincs ott!

It isn't there!
Es a sziileid?

And your parents?
Akkor az asztalodon, vagy a

kabatod zsebében.
A sziileim Szegeden laknak. Then on your table, or in your coat pocket.

My parents live in Szeged.

Kinek az autoja ez?

Whose car is this?

A szomszédomé. Az ¢ autoja piros,
a miénk kék.

My neighbour's. His car is red, ours is blue.

B Quick Reference — Gyorstabla

Singular endings -m, -d, -a/-ja/-e/-je, -nk (-unk/-Uink), -tok (-atok/- hazam - kertje -
etek), -uk/-Uk (-juk/-juk) hazunk

Plural possessed -i- before the person hazaim - baratai
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Noun owner

Pronoun owner

Case after a

possessive

Having

Definiteness

bare owner + 3rd person singular

article + pronoun (emphatic)

3rd person -a/-e lengthens; others stay

van/nincs + possessed noun (nominative)

possessed object — definite verb

# Try It Yourself — Gyakorlas

1. "My house": hdz + my.

hazam.

2. "Your garden" (singular you): kert + your.

kerted.

3. "Our book": konyv + our.

konyviink.

4. "Their car": auté + their.

a baratom haza

az én hazam

hazaban -

hazamban

Van egy hazam.

Keresem a

kulcsomat.
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autojuk.

5. "My friends": barat + several, mine.

barataim.

6. "In my house."

a hazamban.

7. "In his/her house."

a hazaban. The 3rd person -a lengthens before -ban.

8. "With my friend": a baratom + the "with" case.

a baratommal.

9. Say "I have no time."

Nincs idom.

10. Fix the sentence: Latok a hazamat (I see my house).

Latom a hazamat. A possessed noun is definite, so the verb takes the definite ending.

elétt, mogott, alatt, folott, mellett, kozott, utan,

helyett, their "to" and "from" forms, and the personal forms (mellettem, utana).
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