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¥ Where From — Honnan?

The "from" case matches the "where" and "to" cases: a place that took -ban — -ba now
takes -bél / -bél; one that took -on — -ra takes -rol / -rél; one that took -nal — -hoz

takes -tol / -t6l. All three are two-way suffixes (back and front), with no rounded form.

1. The forms

Elative (out of) -bol -bél
Delative (off, about) -rél -rél

Ablative (from, away from) -6l -to6l

All three start with a consonant, so a final a or e lengthens, and a stem that dropped its vowel

before a vowel suffix keeps it here (Chapter 5).

Hungarian Lesson - Hungarian Grammar 2 - Chapter 6 - Where From? - Page 2 of 9




2. The complete grid

Here are all nine cases, with one example in each. Read across a row to see a thing at a place,

going to it, and leaving it.

Where? a hazban az asztalon a baratomnal

Where to? a hazba az asztalra a baratomhoz

Where from? a hazbol az asztalrol a baratomtol

school

Gyor

France

bus

university

Budapest

Hungary

the doctor

iskolaban

Gyorben

Franciaorszagban

autoban

buszon

egyetemen

Budapesten

Magyarorszagon

az orvosnal

iskolaba

Gyorbe

Franciaorszagba

autoba

buszra

egyetemre

Budapestre

Magyarorszagra

az orvoshoz

iskolabol

Gyorbol

Franciaorszagbol

autobol

buszrol

egyetemrol

Budapestrol

Magyarorszagrol

az orvostol
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The car pair shows why the grid matters: you sit in a car and get kiszall az aut6bél (out of it),
but you are on a bus and leszall a buszrol (off it). The prefixes ki-, le-, el- often accompany these
cases, but verb prefixes are an Intermediate topic; here, just notice that the case is what carries the

direction.

3. Uses beyond movement

-bél / -bél: out of, made of, some of

Kimegyek a hazbal. | go out of the house. motion

Az asztal fabdl késziilt. The table is made of wood. material

A csapat 6t emberbdl all. The team consists of five people. consist of
Kérek a kavébol. I'd like some of the coffee. part of a whole
Kifogyott a tejbol. It ran out of milk. run out of

Skociabdl jovok. | come from Scotland. origin

-rol / -rol: off, down from, and about

Leveszem a telefont az | take the phone off the table. motion

asztalrol.
Leszallok a buszrol. | get off the bus. motion

Magyarorszagrol jovok. | come from Hungary. origin (surface towns and

countries)

A konyv a haborurdl szél. The book is about the war. topic
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Beszéliink a filmrél. We talk about the film. topic
Hallottam rolad. I've heard about you. topic

Forditok magyarrél angolra. | translate from Hungarian into language

English.

-t6l / -t6l: from a person, since, and afraid of

Elmegyek a baratomtol. | leave my friend's place. motion from a person
Ajandékot kaptam a baratomtél. | got a present from my friend. source

Messze van a haztol. It's far from the house. distance

Félek a kutyatol. I'm afraid of the dog. fear

Hétf6tdl péntekig dolgozom. | work from Monday to Friday. start of a period

Ez az id6tdl fligg. That depends on the weather. depends on

A thing comes out of a house (hazbdl), but a gift comes from a person (a baratomtol). Writing a
baratombdl would mean "out of my friend". The same applies to kap (receive), kér (ask for), kérdez

(ask) and buicstizik (say goodbye to): they all go with -t6l / -t6l.

4. The pronoun forms

bel6lem

you (sg) beldled
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beldle rola téle
beloéliink rolunk toliink
beldletek rolatok toletek

beldlik réluk toluk

Mesélj magadrol! Tell me about yourself!
Toled kaptam. | got it from you.

Semmi sem lesz beldle. Nothing will come of it.

The question words are Honnan? (where from), Mib61? (out of what), Mirol? (about
what), Kit0l? (from whom) and Kiro6l? (about whom). The case-free adverbs are innen
(from here), onnan (from there) and hazulroél (from home), completing the sets itt, ide,

innen and ott, oda, onnan.

In Use — Hasznalatban

Honnan jossz? Honnan vetted ezt a kabelt?

Where do you come from? Where did you get this cable?

Skociabol, de Szegedrdl A szekrénybdl, abbdl a dobozbol.

szArmazom. From the cupboard, from that box.

From Scotland, but my family is from Szeged.
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Messze laksz a sziileidt61?

Do you live far from your parents?

Elég messze, de sokat beszéliink.

Quite far, but we talk a lot.

Mir6l sz6l a konyv?

What is the book about?

A haborurol. A baratomtol kaptam.

The war. I got it from my friend.

B Quick Reference — Gyorstabla

-bol / -
o]e]

-rél / -rél

-tél / -tol

Pronouns

Adverbs

out of enclosed spaces; material; consist of; origin

off surfaces and transport; about; origin from surface

places

from a person; distance; fear; from a time

belélem - rélam - télem (and so on)

innen - onnan - hazulrol

# Try It Yourself — Gyakorlas

a hazbdl - fabol -

Skociabal

az asztalrdl - a haborurol

a baratomtadl - hétfotol

Toled kaptam.

Onnan jovok.
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1. "Out of the house": haz + the "out of" case.

hazbol.

2. "Out of the garden": kert + the "out of" case.

kertbdl.

3. "Off the table": asztal + the "off" case.

asztalrol.

4. "From Budapest."

Budapestrol. Budapest took -en and -re, so it takes -rél.

5. "From Hungary."

Magyarorszagrol.

6. "From France."

Franciaorszagbol.

7. "From my friend": a bardtom + the "from a person" case.

a baratomtol.

8. Say "about you" and "from them".
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rolad and toliik.

9. Translate: "The book is about the war."

A konyv a haboriardl szél.

10. Fix the sentence: Kapok egy levelet a bardatombdl (I get a letter from my friend).

Kapok egy levelet a baratomtol. A person as the source takes -tol / -t6l.

-val / -vel (with), -

va / -vé (becoming), -ért (for), -ig (until), -ul / -iil and -ként (as), and -kor (at a time).
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