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& Linking Vowels and Stem Changes — Kot6hangzok és

tovaltozasok

A stem that ends in a consonant often needs a linking vowel (a, o, e or 0) before an
ending that starts with a consonant: haz + k = hazak. Some stems change when an
ending is added: they shorten (kéz — kezek), drop a vowel (tiikor — tiikrok), or lengthen

a final vowel (alma — almak).

The two endings we use as examples

The plural is -k, and the accusative (the object marker you know from Kérek egy kavét) is -t.
After a vowel they attach directly (kavé — kavék, kavét), and after a consonant they usually
need a linking vowel first (kert — kertek, kertet). The same linking vowels appear before

possessive endings (hazam, kertem, konyvem), so the patterns you learn here are reused again

and again.

1. Which linking vowel? The four groups

Back, 'a' group (a small haz — hazak - hazat
set)
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Back, 'o' group (the ablak - ablakok -
larger set) ablakot

Front, unrounded kert — kertek -

kertet

Front, rounded tukor — tukrok -

tukrot

Within back words, some take -a- (hazak, halak, hazat, halat) and most take -o- (ablakok, napok,
asztalok, vonatok). The split is not predictable from the spelling, so learn the plural with the word.
Dictionaries mark it; so should your vocabulary list. For rounded front words it is the same: sorok

but konyvek (both have 6, but they differ).

2, Afterr, 1, ny, s, sz and a few others: no linking vowel

in the accusative

After some consonants the accusative -t attaches straight on, with no linking vowel. The

plural still has its vowel. Compare:

ember person emberek embert
asztal table asztalok asztalt
tanar teacher tanarok tanart
lany girl lanyok lanyt
varos town varosok varost

doctor orvosok orvost
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beer sorok sort
window ablakok ablakot
garden kertek kertet

book konyvek konyvet

Stems ending in -r, -1, -ly, -ny, -s, -sz mostly take the accusative -t directly; stems ending in -k, -
P, -t, -v, -g usually take a linking vowel. There are a few exceptions in both directions, so treat this

as a guide and check the dictionary for any word you will use often.

3. Shortening stems

A few very common nouns have a long vowel in the dictionary form that shortens when an
ending is added. The change is regular for each word and it affects the plural, accusative,

possessive and most of the cases.

hand kezek kezet

water vizek vizet
tiz fire tlizek tiizet
nyar summer nyarak nyarat

kenyér bread kenyerek kenyeret

4. The v-stems
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A few stems end in a long vowel that grows a v before the ending: they are common words, so

worth learning as a small set.

lovak lovat 6 - ov
tavak tavat 6 - av
kovek kovet 6 - ov

szavak szot plural has v, accusative singular does

not

5. Vowel-dropping stems

A few two-syllable stems drop the second vowel before an ending that begins with a vowel. You

can hear why: the stem is easier to say with one fewer syllable.

mirror tikrok tikrot tikrom
bush bokrok bokrot bokrom
monkey majmok majmot majmom

load terhek terhet terhem

6. Lengthening final vowels

A noun that ends in a short a or e lengthens it to & or & before an ending: the dictionary form is

the only one with the short vowel.

almak
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szoba szobak szobat szobam
iskola school iskolak iskolat iskolam

kefe brush kefék kefét kefém

Words in -a lengthen in every form. Words in -e lengthen to € in the same way. Words that already
end in a long vowel (kavé, autd, hajo) just add the ending: kavék, autét, hajok. Do not forget fa

(tree), which follows the same lengthening rule: fak, fat.

A word that does several things at once

Real words can combine these effects. Work through them one at a time: tiikor (mirror) drops
its vowel and takes a linking vowel (tiikrok); viz (water) shortens and takes a linking vowel

(vizet); alma (apple) lengthens and then adds -k directly (almdk).

In Use — Hasznalatban

Milyen a lakasod? Mit kérsz?
What's your flat like? What would you like?

Harom szobam és két nagy Egy kis vizet és két almat.

ablakom van. A little water and two apples.

I have three rooms and two big windows.

Kenyeret is?

Van tikrod is a szobaban? Bread too?
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Is there a mirror in the room too?

Igen, és harom kavét!

— Yes, and three coffees!
Igen, a falon van egy nagy tiikor.

Yes, there's a big mirror on the wall.

B Quick Reference — Gyorstabla

Linking vowel a / o (back) hazak - ablakok learn the plural with the noun
Linking vowel e / 6 (front) kertek - sorok rounded stems vary (konyvek)
No linking vowel (r, I, ny, s ...) embert - asztalt - lanyt accusative only

Shortening kéz — kezek kéz, viz, tlz, nyar

v-stems 16 - lovak 16, t6, k6, szb

Vowel dropping tiikor — tukrok tikor, bokor, majom, teher

Lengthening alma — almak all nouns ending in shorta / e

# Try It Yourself — Gyakorlas

1. Plural of haz

hazak. 'a' group.

2. Plural of konyv
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konyvek. Front rounded, but takes -ek.

3. Plural of kéz

kezek. The long é shortens.

4. Plural of tiikor

tiikrok. The second vowel drops, and the linking vowel is 6.

5. Plural of alma

almak. The final a lengthens to 4.

6. Accusative of ablak

ablakot. Linking o after k.

7. Accusative of ember

embert. No linking vowel after r.

8. Accusative of asztal

asztalt. No linking vowel after I.

9. Accusative of lany
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lanyt. No linking vowel after ny.

10. Accusative of viz

vizet. The long i shortens, and a linking e is added.

Why kéz + -val is kézzel,

not kézval, and how a suffix can change the sound next to it.
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