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Vowel Harmony — A maganhangz6-harmonia

A suffix takes its vowel from the vowels of the stem. A stem with back vowels takes the
back form (-ban, -nak, -hoz). A stem with front vowels takes the front form (-ben, -nek,
-hez), and if the last vowel is rounded (6 6 ii (i) a three-way suffix takes its rounded

form (-hoz).

Step 1: find the word group

Look at the vowels of the stem. In this chapter we stay with the clear cases: words whose vowels
all belong to one group. Words with mixed vowels or the neutral vowels i, i, e, é need extra care,

and Hungarian Grammar 1, chapter 3 covers them.

haz house - ablak window - varos town - orvos doctor -

asztal table

Front, e é (with i) kert garden - szék chair - ember person - Pest -

unrounded Debrecen

Front, rounded 6 6 U G (last kényv book - tiikér mirror - Gyor - kér circle - s6r beer

vowel)
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Step 2: pick the suffix

Two-way suffixes have a back form and a front form. Here the pattern with four stems:

haz back haz haz haz
kert front kert kert kert

konyv  front, kényv konyv konyv

rounded

varos back varos varos varos

Three-way suffixes add a rounded form, used only when the last vowel of the stem is 0, 0, ii or

,7

a (back) haz
e (front, unrounded) kert

0 (rounded) (tikron, see Hungarian

Grammar 1, chapter 4)

0 (rounded) 0 kor

€ (unrounded, tlés
although it starts with

u)

O (rounded)

e (unrounded)
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Ulés (meeting, sitting) contains an ii, but its last vowel is é, which is unrounded, so it takes -hez

(iiléshez), not -hoz. And tiikor has two front vowels, both of which are rounded here (ii then 6); the

last vowel is 0, so tiikorhoz. If you see two vowels of different groups in the same stem, go to

Hungarian Grammar 1, chapter 3.

The procedure in four lines

1. Find the last vowel of the stem.

2.Isita, a, o, 6, u, a? Use the back form.

2

3.Isit 6, 6, 1, G? Use the front form, and for a three-way suffix the rounded one.

4.Isite, é, iori? It is probably front, but check Hungarian Grammar 1, chapter 3 before you

commit.

The twenty suffixes, sorted by pattern

-ban / -ben

-ba / -be into

-bol / -bél out of

-nak / -nek to, for; of

-ra/ -re onto; for

-rol / -rél off; about

-nal / -nél at, by

-tol / -tél from (a person)

-val / -vel with

hazban - kertben

hazba - kertbe

hazbol - kertbdl

haznak - kertnek

hazra - kertre

hazrol - kertrol

haznal - kertnél

haztol - kerttol

hazzal - kerttel (Hungarian Grammar 1,

chapter 5)
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Three-

way

Three-

way

Three-

way

Three-

way

Three-

way

Invariant

Invariant

Invariant

Invariant

-hoz / -hez / -

hoz

-on/-en/ -0n

-szor / -szer / -

Szor

-ok / -ek / -6k

-tok / -tek / -tok

as; in a language

becoming

to (a place or

person)

| (verb ending)

you (plural, verb)

until, as far as

for, because of

as (a role)

at (a time)

magyarul - németil

hazza - kertté (Hungarian Grammar 1,

chapter 5)

hazhoz - kerthez - korhoz

hazon - kerten - koron

hatszor - egyszer - 6tszo6r

varok - kérek - ulok

vartok - kértek - ultok

hazig - kertig

hazért - kertért

tanarként - mérnokként

haromkor - négykor

A handful of suffixes never change: -ig, -ért, -ként, -kor. These are the 'invariant' ones, and

learning them first removes four decisions. The same applies to the question words and to many

other endings you will meet later.

In Use — Hasznalatban
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Hol laksz? Kihez mész?

Where do you live? Who are you going to see?

Budapesten, de a nagysziileim A baratomhoz. Ott alszom a

Szegeden laknak. hétvégén.
In Budapest, but my grandparents live in To my friend's. I'm sleeping there at the

Szeged. weekend.

En Gyérben sziilettem, aztan Pestre Kerthez vagy hazhoz?

koltoztem. To the garden or to the house?

I was born in Gy6r, then I moved to Pest.

A hazhoz, a kertben nem lehet

aludni!

To the house, you can't sleep in the garden!

B Quick Reference — Gyorstabla

back (-ban, -nak) back (-hoz, -on) hazban -

hazhoz

front (-ben, -nek) unrounded front (-hez, - kertben -

en) kerthez

front (-ben, -nek) rounded front (-hoz, -6n) kényvben -

korhoz

i i, or mixed check Hungarian Grammar check Hungarian Grammar

vowels 1, chapter 3 1, chapter 3
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# Try It Yourself — Gyakorlas

1. haz + -ban / -ben

hazban. Last vowel 4: back.

2. kert + -hoz / -hez / -hoz

kerthez. Last vowel e: front, unrounded.

3. tiikor + -hoz / -hez / -hoz

tiikkorhoz. Last vowel 0: rounded.

4. konyv + -nak / -nek

konyvnek. Last vowel 6: front.

5. varos + -ban / -ben

varosban. Last vowel o: back.

6. szék + -on / -en / -On

széken. Last vowel é: unrounded.

7. Gyor + -ban / -ben
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Gyorben. Last vowel §: front.

8. iilés + -hoz / -hez / -hoz

tiléshez. Last vowel é is unrounded, even though the stem begins with 1.

9. orvos + -hoz / -hez / -hoz

orvoshoz. Last vowel o: back.

10. Pest + -on / -en / -On

Pesten. Last vowel e: front, unrounded.

papir goes with -ban, hotel with -ben, and what to do with hid.
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