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%) The Sound Map — A hangtérkeép

Every grammar rule in this course asks one of three questions about a sound: Is the
vowel back or front? (Hungarian Grammar 1, chapters 2 and 3) Is it short or long?
(Hungarian Grammar 1, chapter 4) Is the consonant voiced or voiceless?

(Hungarian Grammar 1, chapter 5). Learn the map below and the rules become lookups.

The 14 vowels in three groups

Say a back vowel and your tongue sits towards the back of the mouth and your lips are rounded.
Say a front vowel and your tongue moves forward. The front vowels split again: unrounded
(lips spread, as in English bed) and rounded (lips rounded while the tongue stays forward, as in
German schon or French peu). Hungarian Alphabet 1, chapters 4 to 7, introduced them one pair

at a time; here they are together.

a = the o in Scottish hot - & = a in father - o = shortgo - 6 =

long go - u = put - 4 = moon

Front, ‘i & - | e = bed - é = say without the glide - i = sit - i = see

unrounded

Front, 6 - U 6 - U 0 = say e with rounded lips - 6 = the same, long - G = say {

rounded with rounded lips - G = the same, long
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a / a and e / é are different vowels, not just short and long versions of one sound (the short a is
rounded and far back, the long g is open and unrounded; the short e is open, the long é is closed). The
other five pairs differ mainly in length. In writing, the accent marks the length (or, for 6/, the long

double-acute 6 i), so spelling tells you which you need.

Short and long pairs: why the length matters

Length changes the meaning of a word, and, as Hungarian Grammar 1, chapter 4 shows, it

changes how words take suffixes. A few pairs to say aloud:

arm - damage, pity KAWR - KAHR

six - back HAWT - HAHT

age - illness KOR - KOHR

garden - asked KEHRT - KAYRT
breaks - dagger TEUR - TEUR (longer)

finger - new uYy - OQY

The consonants: voiced and voiceless partners

Hungarian consonants come in pairs that differ only in whether the vocal cords vibrate. Put your
fingertips on your throat: for a voiced consonant you feel a buzz; for a voiceless one you do not.
This matters in Hungarian Grammar 1, chapter 5, where suffixes make a consonant take over its

neighbour's voicing.

bor wine - por dust BOR - POR

dél noon - tél winter DAYL - TAYL
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gép machine - kép picture GAYP - KAYP
zar lock - szar stem ZAHR - SAHR
zsir fat - sir cries ZHEER - SHEER
vér blood - fér fits VAYR - FAYR
no common pair; both are 'soft' DY - TY

rare; see below Dz, DJ - TS, CH

sz is the English s (szia, SEE-aw) and s is the English sh (sal, SHAHL). The letters look swapped

compared with English, so check your reading of every s.

The soft consonants

gy (like the d in British due), ty (like the t in British tune) and ny (like the ny in canyon) are
made with the middle of the tongue against the hard palate. ly is pronounced exactly like j
(English y): kiraly sounds like KEE-rah-y. These are written with two letters but each is one

sound and one letter of the alphabet, which matters for sorting and syllable counting.

Stress and rhythm

The stress in a Hungarian word falls on the first syllable, always. A suffix never moves it: HAZ,
AZ-ban, HAZ-ak-ban. Long vowels are longer, but they do not carry the stress: in BU-da-pest
and DEH-breh-tsen the stress is at the front and the other syllables are said evenly, without the

reduced uh sounds of English. Treat every vowel in a word as full.

A yes/no question is marked by pitch: your voice rises towards the end and then falls on the last

syllable. The word order often stays the same as the statement, so Magyar vagy. (You are
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Hungarian.) and Magyar vagy? (Are you Hungarian?) differ only in melody.

hat the map is for

Back or front? Rounded or Hungarian Grammar 1, chapters 2 haz — hazban but kert -

not? and 3 kertben
Short or long? Hungarian Grammar 1, chapter 4 alma — almak (a becomes 4)

Voiced or voiceless? Hungarian Grammar 1, chapter 5 kéz + -val — kézzel

In Use — Hasznalatban

Kar vagy kar? Nem hallom a Hogy ejtik: Budapest?
kiilonbséget. How do you say Budapest?

Arm or damage? I can't hear the difference.

BU-da-pest. Mindig az els6 sz6tagon

Kér, hosszu a-val. Figyelj: kar ... kar. van a hangsuly.

Damage, with a long a. Listen: kar ... kar. BU-da-pest. The stress is always on the first
syllable.

Most méar hallom!
Now I can hear it! Es Debrecen?
And Debrecen?

DEB-re-cen. Ugyanigy.

DEB-re-cen. The same.
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B Quick Reference — Gyorstabla

Back vowels Take back suffixes (-ban, -nak, -hoz)

Front Take front suffixes (-ben, -nek, -hez); i/i/e/é are 'neutral’

unrounded (Hungarian Grammar 1, chapter 3)

Front rounded Take front suffixes; three-way suffixes use the rounded

form (-hoz, -6n)

Voiced / bp-dt-gk-zsz- Partners in assimilation (Hungarian Grammar 1, chapter 5)

voiceless zss-vf

Soft gy ty nyly Each is one letter; ly sounds like j

consonants

NI first syllable Never moves, whatever the suffix

# Try It Yourself — Gyakorlas

1. Which vowel group does u belong to?

Back. (a, 4, o, 6, u, 1)

2. Which vowel group does 6 belong to, and what are its long partner and group-mates?

Front rounded. Long partner: 6. Group-mates: ii and 1.

3. Which of these pairs differ in quality and not just length: a/4, 0/0, e/é, u/a?
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a/aand e/é.

4. Say kar and kar. Which is 'damage'?

Kar, with the long a.

5. Give the voiceless partner of b, d, g and zs.

p, t, kand s.

6. How is ly pronounced, and what other letter sounds the same?

Like English y; the letter j sounds the same.

7. On which syllable is the stress in hdazakban (in houses)?

On the first: HA-zak-ban. Suffixes never move the stress.

8. Zar and szar differ in only one sound. Which sound, and is it voiced or voiceless in szar?

The first consonant (z versus sz). In szar it is voiceless.

You will meet the single test that

tells you whether a word takes -ban or -ben, -hoz, -hez or -hoz.
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Vowel Harmony — A maganhangzo-harmonia

A suffix takes its vowel from the vowels of the stem. A stem with back vowels takes the
back form (-ban, -nak, -hoz). A stem with front vowels takes the front form (-ben, -nek, -

hez), and if the last vowel is rounded (0 6 ii i) a three-way suffix takes its rounded form
(-hoz).

Step 1: find the word group

Look at the vowels of the stem. In this chapter we stay with the clear cases: words whose vowels
all belong to one group. Words with mixed vowels or the neutral vowels i, i, e, € need extra care,

and Hungarian Grammar 1, chapter 3 covers them.

haz house - ablak window - varos town - orvos doctor -

asztal table

Front, e é (with i) kert garden - szék chair - ember person - Pest - Debrecen
unrounded

Front, rounded 6 6 U U (last vowel) kényv book - tiikér mirror - Gyor - kor circle - sér beer

Step 2: pick the suffix
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Two-way suffixes have a back form and a front form. Here the pattern with four stems:

haz back haz haz haz haz
kert front kert kert kert kert

konyv  front, konyv konyv konyv kdnyv

rounded

varos back varos varos varos varos

Three-way suffixes add a rounded form, used only when the last vowel of the stem is 0, 6, i or 1i:

a (back) 3 haz

e (front, unrounded) kert

0 (rounded) (tikron, see Hungarian

Grammar 1, chapter 4)

0 (rounded) 0 kor

é (unrounded, tlés
although it starts with

)

0 (rounded)

e (unrounded)

Ulés (meeting, sitting) contains an ii, but its last vowel is é, which is unrounded, so it takes -hez

(tiléshez), not -hoz. And tiikor has two front vowels, both of which are rounded here (ii then 6); the
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last vowel is 0, so tiikorhoz. If you see two vowels of different groups in the same stem, go to

Hungarian Grammar 1, chapter 3.

The procedure in four lines

1. Find the last vowel of the stem.

2. Isita, 4, o, 6, u, 4? Use the back form.

3. Is it 0, 0, i, G? Use the front form, and for a three-way suffix the rounded one.

4. Isit e, é,1or1? It is probably front, but check Hungarian Grammar 1, chapter 3 before you

commit.

The twenty suffixes, sorted by pattern

-ban / -ben

-ba / -be into

-bél / -bal out of

-nak / -nek to, for; of

-ra/ -re onto; for

-rol / -rél off; about

-nal / -nél at, by

-tol / -tol from (a person)

-val / -vel with

as; in a language

hazban - kertben

hazba - kertbe

hazbdl - kertbdl

haznak - kertnek

hazra - kertre

hazrol - kertrol

haznal - kertnél

haztdl - kerttol

hazzal - kerttel (Hungarian Grammar 1,

chapter 5)

magyarul - németul
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Three-

way

Three-

WEW,

Three-

way

Three-

WEW,

Three-

way

Invariant

Invariant

Invariant

Invariant

becoming

-hoz / -hez / -hoz to (a place or

person)

-on/-en/ -0n

-szor / -szer / -

Szor

-ok / -ek / -0k | (verb ending)

-tok / -tek / -tok you (plural, verb)

until, as far as

for, because of

as (a role)

at (a time)

hazza - kertté (Hungarian Grammar 1,

chapter 5)

hazhoz - kerthez - kérhoz

hazon - kerten - kéron

hatszor - egyszer - 6tszor

varok - kérek - Gilok

vartok - kértek - tltok

hazig - kertig
hazeért - kertért
tanarként - mérnokként

haromkor - négykor

A handful of suffixes never change: -ig, -ért, -ként, -kor. These are the 'invariant' ones, and learning

them first removes four decisions. The same applies to the question words and to many other endings

you will meet later.

In Use — Hasznalatban

Hungarian Grammar 1 - Page 11




Hol laksz? Kihez mész?

Where do you live? Who are you going to see?

Budapesten, de a nagysziileim A baratomhoz. Ott alszom a

Szegeden laknak. hétvégén.
In Budapest, but my grandparents live in To my friend's. I'm sleeping there at the

Szeged. weekend.

En Gyé6rben sziilettem, aztan Pestre Kerthez vagy hazhoz?
koltoztem. To the garden or to the house?

I was born in Gy6r, then I moved to Pest.

A hazhoz, a kertben nem lehet

aludni!

To the house, you can't sleep in the garden!

B Quick Reference — Gyorstabla

back (-ban, -nak) back (-hoz, -on) hazban -

hazhoz

front (-ben, -nek) unrounded front (-hez, -en) kertben -

kerthez

front (-ben, -nek) rounded front (-hoz, -6n) koényvben -

korhoz

i i, or mixed check Hungarian Grammar check Hungarian Grammar

vowels 1, chapter 3 1, chapter 3
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# Try It Yourself — Gyakorlas

1. haz + -ban / -ben

hazban. Last vowel &: back.

2. kert + -hoz / -hez / -hoz

kerthez. Last vowel e: front, unrounded.

3. tiikor + -hoz / -hez / -hoz

tukorhoz. Last vowel 0: rounded.

4. konyv + -nak / -nek

konyvnek. Last vowel 0: front.

5. varos + -ban / -ben

varosban. Last vowel o: back.

6. szék + -on / -en / -On

széken. Last vowel é: unrounded.

7. Gyor + -ban / -ben
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Gyorben. Last vowel 6: front.

8. iilés + -hoz / -hez / -hoz

tiléshez. Last vowel é is unrounded, even though the stem begins with .

9. orvos + -hoz / -hez / -hoz

orvoshoz. Last vowel o: back.

10. Pest + -on / -en / -0n

Pesten. Last vowel e: front, unrounded.

papir goes with -ban, hotel with -ben, and what to do with hid.
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s& Neutral Vowels and Exceptions — Semleges

maganhangzok

The neutral vowels i 1 e € do not decide the suffix on their own. In a word with only
neutral vowels the suffix is almost always front. After a back vowel, i / 1 keep the word

back, and e usually pulls it to front. A small list of one-syllable words ignore the rule.

Case 1: only neutral vowels, so front

A word made of i, i, e and é takes the front suffix. This is the biggest group and the easiest: when

in doubt, go front.
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Case 2: a back vowel, then i or i, so back

hen a back vowel is followed by an i or i the word stays back: the neutral vowel is 'transparent'

and the back vowel before it decides.

paper papir
taxi taxi

office iroda (a lengthens, Hungarian

Grammar 1, chapter 4)

Case 3: a back vowel, then e or é

This is the group that surprises learners: the e after a back vowel usually pulls the suffix to the

ront, even though the first vowel is back. These are mostly foreign or compound words.

hotel hotel -ben, -nek, -hez hotel - hotel - hotel

tanterem classroom -ben, -nek, -hez tanterem - tanterem

tanterem
Budapest  Budapest -en (on), -rol Budapesten - Budapest

kaveé coffee -ban, -nak (exception: kave - kavé - kavé
oF:1d 9]

Kavé follows the back vowel a and takes back suffixes (kavéban), although hotel with an e takes
front. For words with a back vowel followed by € there is no firm rule: learn the word, or check it in a

dictionary, which shows the suffix form.
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Case 4: a front vowel, then a back vowel: the last vowel

decides

If the last vowel is back, the word takes back suffixes, whatever comes before: metro (e, then 6),

kavézo (café). Practise reading the last vowel first.

metro 5 back metrd - metro
sofdr 5 front, rounded sofér - sofoér
fotd 5 back fotd - foto

kerékpar 2 back kerékparban - kerékpar

The antiharmonic stems: a short list of exceptions

A small group of one-syllable words contains only neutral vowels but takes back suffixes: they
are 'antiharmonic'. You simply learn them, and since there are few, the list below covers the ones

you will meet most often.

bridge hidban - hidnak - hidhoz

aim, goal célban - célnak - célhoz

grave sirban - sirnak - sirhoz
nyilban - nyilnak

férfinak - férfival - férfiak (plural)

Sir means 'grave' (sirban, in the grave) and also 'cries' (a verb). The two take different suffixes only

when they are nouns, so context tells you. Likewise viz (water) is a normal front word: vizben, not
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Loanwords, names and compounds

Loanwords follow their pronunciation, not their spelling: film is pronounced FEELM, so
iImben. A foreign name that ends in letters that are silent in Hungarian takes the harmony of the

sound you say, which can look odd in print: Edinburgh-ban (said ED-in-burg). Compounds

follow the last part: kézikonyv (handbook) ends in konyv, so kézikonyvben. Check a dictionary if

a name is truly unfamiliar.

checklist for a doubtful word

1. Is the last vowel a & 0 6 u G? Back.

2. Isit 6 6 ii Gi? Front.

3. Isiti/1? Back if any earlier vowel is back; front if the word is all neutral. Check the
antiharmonic list.

4. Is it e? Front (hotelben). Is it é? Front if the word is all neutral; after a back vowel check the

dictionary (kavéban).

In Use — Hasznalatban

Hol szalltal meg Budapesten? Taxival vagy metroval megyiink?

Where did you stay in Budapest? Shall we go by taxi or by metro?

A hotelben, a hidhoz kozel. A metro6 gyorsabb, a taxi dragabb.

In the hotel, close to the bridge. The metro is faster, the taxi dearer.

Es a tanteremben tanultal? Rendben, megyiink a metrohoz.
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And did you study in a classroom?

Nem, a kavézoban, kavéval és

papirral!

No, in the café, with coffee and paper!

Fine, let's go to the metro.

B Quick Reference — Gyorstabla

Onlyiieé

Back vowel + i /i

Back vowel + e

Back vowel + é

Last vowel is back

Last vowel is © 6 U U

Antiharmonic stems

front

back

front

check the dictionary

back

front, rounded

back

kézben - filmben - vizben - tévében

papirban - taxiban

hotelben - tanteremben

kavéban

metréban - fotéhoz

sofdrben - soférhoz

hidban - célban - sirban

# Try It Yourself — Gyakorlas

1. papir + -ban / -ben

papirban. Back vowel a, then i: back.

2. hotel + -ban / -ben
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hotelben. Back vowel o, then e: front.

3. viz + -ban / -ben

vizben. Only neutral vowels: front.

4. hid + -ban / -ben

hidban. Antiharmonic: learn it.

5. kavé + -ban / -ben

kavéban. Back + é: take the dictionary form.

6. film + -ban / -ben

filmben. Only i: front.

7. taxi + -ban / -ben

taxiban. Back vowel a, then i: back.

8. sofor + -nak / -nek

sofdérnek. Last vowel §: front.

9. cél + -ban / -ben
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célban. Antiharmonic.

10. tanterem + -ben / -ban

tanteremben. Back vowel a, then e: front.

Why hdz becomes hazak

but kéz becomes kezek, and where the vowel in tiikor goes.
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& Linking Vowels and Stem Changes — KotGhangzok és

ovaltozasok

A stem that ends in a consonant often needs a linking vowel (a, o, e or 6) before an
ending that starts with a consonant: haz + k = hdzak. Some stems change when an
ending is added: they shorten (kéz — kezek), drop a vowel (tiikor — tiikrok), or lengthen a

final vowel (alma — almak).

The two endings we use as examples

The plural is -k, and the accusative (the object marker you know from Kérek egy kavét) is -t.
After a vowel they attach directly (kavé — kavék, kavét), and after a consonant they usually need
a linking vowel first (kert — kertek, kertet). The same linking vowels appear before possessive

endings (hdazam, kertem, konyvem), so the patterns you learn here are reused again and again.

1. Which linking vowel? The four groups

Back, ‘a’ group (a small haz - hazak - hazat

set)

Back, 'o' group (the ablak — ablakok -
larger set) ablakot
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Front, unrounded -ek -et kert — kertek - kertet

Front, rounded -0k / -ek -0t / -et tukor — tikrok -

tikrot

Within back words, some take -a- (hazak, halak, hazat, halat) and most take -o- (ablakok, napok,
asztalok, vonatok). The split is not predictable from the spelling, so learn the plural with the word.
Dictionaries mark it; so should your vocabulary list. For rounded front words it is the same: sorok but

konyvek (both have 0, but they differ).

2, Afterr, 1, ny, s, sz and a few others: no linking vowel in

he accusative

After some consonants the accusative -t attaches straight on, with no linking vowel. The plural

still has its vowel. Compare:

person emberek embert
table asztalok asztalt
teacher tanarok tanart
girl lanyok lanyt
town varosok varost
doctor orvosok orvost
beer sorok sort

window ablakok ablakot
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kert garden kertek kertet

kényv book kényvek konyvet

Stems ending in -r, -1, -ly, -ny, -s, -sz mostly take the accusative -t directly; stems ending in -k, -p, -
t, -v, -g usually take a linking vowel. There are a few exceptions in both directions, so treat this as a

guide and check the dictionary for any word you will use often.

3. Shortening stems

A few very common nouns have a long vowel in the dictionary form that shortens when an ending
is added. The change is regular for each word and it affects the plural, accusative, possessive and

most of the cases.

hand kezek kezet

water vizek vizet
tiz fire tlizek tlizet
nyar summer nyarak nyarat

kenyér bread kenyerek kenyeret

4. The v-stems

A few stems end in a long vowel that grows a v before the ending: they are common words, so

orth learning as a small set.
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lovak lovat 6 - ov
tavak tavat 6 — av
kovek kovet 6 — Ov

szavak szot plural has v, accusative singular does

not

5. Vowel-dropping stems

A few two-syllable stems drop the second vowel before an ending that begins with a vowel. You

can hear why: the stem is easier to say with one fewer syllable.

mirror tukrok tikrot tikrom
bush bokrok bokrot bokrom
monkey majmok majmot majmom

load terhek terhet terhem

6. Lengthening final vowels

A noun that ends in a short a or e lengthens it to & or & before an ending: the dictionary form is

the only one with the short vowel.

almak almat

szobak szobat
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iskola school iskolak iskolat iskolam

kefe brush kefék kefét kefém

Words in -a lengthen in every form. Words in -e lengthen to € in the same way. Words that already
end in a long vowel (kavé, auto, hajo) just add the ending: kavék, autot, hajok. Do not forget fa (tree),

which follows the same lengthening rule: fak, fat.

word that does several things at once

Real words can combine these effects. Work through them one at a time: tiikor (mirror) drops its
owel and takes a linking vowel (tiikrok); viz (water) shortens and takes a linking vowel (vizet);

alma (apple) lengthens and then adds -k directly (almak).

In Use — Hasznalatban

Milyen a lakasod? Mit kérsz?

What's your flat like? What would you like?

Héarom szobam és két nagy ablakom Egy kis vizet és két almat.

van. A little water and two apples.

I have three rooms and two big windows.

Kenyeret is?

Van tiikrod is a szobaban? Bread too?

Is there a mirror in the room too?
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Igen, és harom kavét!

Igen, a falon van egy nagy tiikor.

Yes, there's a big mirror on the wall.

B Quick Reference — Gyorstabla

Linking vowel a / o (back) hazak - ablakok
Linking vowel e / 6 (front) kertek - sorok

No linking vowel (r, |, ny, s ...) embert - asztalt - lanyt
Shortening kéz — kezek

v-stems 16 — lovak

Vowel dropping tiikor — tiikrok

Lengthening alma — almak

# Try It Yourself — Gyakorlas

1. Plural of haz

hazak. 'a' group.

2. Plural of konyv

konyvek. Front rounded, but takes -ek.
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Yes, and three coffees!

learn the plural with the noun

rounded stems vary (konyvek)

accusative only

kéz, viz, tlz, nyar

16, 16, ko, sz6

takor, bokor, majom, teher

all nouns ending in shorta / e




3. Plural of kéz

kezek. The long é shortens.

4. Plural of tiikor

tiikrok. The second vowel drops, and the linking vowel is 6.

5. Plural of alma

almak. The final a lengthens to 4.

6. Accusative of ablak

ablakot. Linking o after k.

~. Accusative of ember

embert. No linking vowel after r.

8. Accusative of asztal

asztalt. No linking vowel after 1.

9. Accusative of lany

lanyt. No linking vowel after ny.

10. Accusative of viz
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vizet. The long i shortens, and a linking e is added.

Why kéz + -val is kézzel, not

kézval, and how a suffix can change the sound next to it.
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# Consonant Changes at the Joins — Hangvaltozasok a

oldalékoknal

The v of -val/-vel and -vd/-vé becomes a copy of the last consonant of the stem: haz + -val
= hazzal. After a vowel it stays v: né + -vel = nével. The j of the definite endings -ja, -juk, -

Jjak, -jatok becomes s, sz or z after a stem that ends in s, sz or z: olvas + -ja = olvassa.

1. The v of -val / -vel

Harmony still chooses back (-val) or front (-vel), as in Hungarian Grammar 1, chapters 2 and 3.

Assimilation then changes the v to the last consonant of the stem.

haz house hazzal (not hazval)
kéz hand kéz

kert garden kert

barat friend barat

tanar teacher tanar

ember person ember

asztal table asztal
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film
kényvvel (v + v, no change)
ndével (the v stays)

auto

2, Digraphs are doubled by writing the first letter twice

A stem that ends in a two-letter consonant (sz, cs, gy, ny, zs) gets the long version of that sound,
and Hungarian spelling writes a long digraph by doubling the first letter: sz becomes ssz, cs

becomes ccs, gy becomes ggy, ny becomes nny, and zs becomes zzs.

busz — busszal SZ + SZ = SSZ
key kulcscsal — kulccsal Cs + Cs = cCs
AT hegygyel — heggyel gy + 9y = 99y
girl lany - lannyal ny + ny = nny

garazs garage garazs — garazzsal zs + zs = 7zS

If the stem already ends in a double letter, you do not write three: toll (pen) + -lal = tollal, not tolllal.

The sound is still long; the spelling just stops at two.

3. -va / -vé (becoming)

The 'translative' suffix -va / -vé (the thing something turns into) follows the same assimilation as

-val/-vel: tandrra, orvossa, mérnokké, kertté; after a vowel it keeps its v: fitvd. It appears with
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erbs like valik (becomes) and tesz (makes into).

Tanarra akar valni. She wants to become a teacher.
Orvossa lett. He became a doctor.
Mérnokké lesz. He will become an engineer.

Fiava valt. He turned into a boy.

4. The j of the definite endings

The definite endings of the verb -ja, -juk, -jiik, -jak, -jatok (Hungarian Grammar 1, chapter 7)
begin with j. When the verb stem ends in s, sz or z, the j changes into a copy of that sound, which
is again written double. Back verbs have a j in the 3rd person (-ja, -jdk); front verbs use -i and -1k
there, which have no j, but their 1st person plural -jiik does, so it assimilates too: néz + -jiik =

nézziik.

read
wash
bring

watch (front)

ad give ad ad ad

The last two rows show the other case: the j stays when the stem ends in t, d and most other

consonants.

5. Voicing in speech: the spelling keeps the stem
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In ordinary speech a voiceless consonant before a voiced one is often pronounced voiced
(approximately). The spelling does not follow it, so you do not need to change what you write;
you only need to know that you may hear it. Examples: képbdl (out of the picture) sounds roughly
ike kébbdl, and két gyerek (two children) like kéd gyerek. Spelling stays képbdl and két gyerek;
this is one reason Hungarian spelling is described as 'etymological'. Hungarian Alphabet 1,

chapter 11 gave you the voiced and voiceless pairs.

No. If you say képbdl with a clear p, a Hungarian will understand you at once; native speakers differ in
how strongly they assimilate. The point of this section is to explain why you may hear a pronunciation

that does not match the spelling.

In Use — Hasznalatban

Kivel mész az orvoshoz?
Who are you going to the doctor with?

A lanyommal. Busszal megyiink.
With my daughter. We're going by bus.

En az autébmmal megyek, a kulccsal

egyltt.

I'm going in my car, keys and all.

Mit olvasol?

What are you reading?

Egy konyvet. Es az tGijsagot ki
olvassa?

A book. And who reads the newspaper?

Apa olvassa, és a hireket mi is egyiitt

olvassuk.

Dad reads it, and we read the news together

too.

B Quick Reference — Gyorstabla
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-val / -vel

-val / -vel after a vowel

-val / -vel after a digraph

-val / -vel after a double letter

-va / -vé

j of -ja / -juk / -jak

j after t, d, other consonants

v copies the last consonant

v stays

the first letter doubles

never three

same as -val

copies s, sz, z

stays

# Try It Yourself — Gyakorlas

1. haz + -val / -vel

hazzal. The v becomes z.

2, kéz + -val / -vel

kézzel. Front stem, v becomes z.

3. kert + -val / -vel

kerttel. Front stem, v becomes t.

4. busz + -val / -vel
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hazzal - kerttel - emberrel

ndvel - autoval

busszal - kulccsal - lannyal

tollal

tanarra - mérnokkeé

olvassa - hozzuk

latja - adjuk




busszal. Digraph sz is doubled to ssz.

5. tanar + -val / -vel

tanarral. Back stem, v becomes r.

6. lany + -val / -vel

lannyal. Digraph ny is doubled to nny.

7. kulcs + -val / -vel

kulccsal. Digraph cs is doubled to ccs.

8. no + -val / -vel

ndovel. After a vowel the v stays, and § is front.

9. olvas + -ja (he/she reads it)

olvassa. The j becomes s, written double.

10. hoz + -juk (we bring it)

hozzuk. The j becomes z, written double.

Why Hungarian has two

sets of verb endings and the simple test that tells you which one to use.
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¥ Two Conjugations — Két ragozas

The verb's ending tells the listener whether the object is a specific, known thing. If the

verb has no object, or the object is not specific (egy konyvet, 'a book'), use the

indefinite endings. If the object is specific (a konyuvet, 'the book'), use the definite

endings.

The test: what is the object?

Ask what or whom? after the verb. If there is an answer, check whether it is a specific thing both

people know about. Compare:

Olvasok egy konyvet.

I'm reading a book.

Kérek egy kavét. I'd like

a coffee.

Latok egy filmet. I'm

watching a film.

Tanulok magyarul. I'm

learning Hungarian.

Olvasom a konyvet. I'm

reading the book.

Kérem a kavét. I'd like the

coffee.

Latom a filmet. | see the

film.

Tanulom a nyelvet. I'm

learning the language.

a / az makes the object definite

same pattern

same pattern

no article, adverb magyarul; versus a

nyelvet
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Dolgozom. no object at all; always indefinite (and -

ik, see Hungarian Grammar 1, chapter 9)

Hungarian Basic Conversation 1, chapter 8 used Kérek egy kavét (a coffee) and A szamlat kérem (the
bill). Hungarian Basic Conversation 2, chapter 2 contrasted szeretek tiszni (I like swimming) with

szeretem a zenét (I like the music). This course explains why those pairs differ.

The present indefinite endings

The indefinite endings depend on harmony, using the group of the verb stem: back, front

unrounded or front rounded. The 3rd person singular has no ending at all.

én (1)

te (you)

6 (he/she)

mi (we)

ti (you, plural)

ok (they)

Three model verbs
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erbs whose stem ends in -s, -Sz or -z

The 2nd person -sz would produce an awkward cluster after an s, sz or z, so these verbs use -ol / -

el / -0l instead. Everything else is regular.

A verb like ir (writes) has only the neutral vowel i, so you might expect front, but it takes back
endings: irok, irsz, ir, irunk, irtok, irnak. The rules for neutral vowels in Hungarian Grammar 1,

chapter 3 apply to verbs too, and the dictionary shows the pattern. For many neutral-vowel verbs you
will see both: kér (front) and ir (back).

Intransitive verbs and -ik verbs
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erbs with no object (megy, jon, alszik, dolgozik) always use the indefinite set. A large group, the
-ik verbs, has a few forms that look like the definite endings (dolgozom, eszem) even though
they are indefinite: Hungarian Grammar 1, chapter 9 explains them. Do not worry about them

(S

In Use — Hasznalatban

Mit kérsz? Mit csinalsz?

What would you like? What are you doing?

Kérek egy kavét. Te mit kérsz? Olvasok egy konyvet, te pedig varsz a
I'd like a coffee. What would you like? telefonra.

I'm reading a book, and you are waiting for the

phone call.

En egy teat kérek.
I'll have a tea.
Igen, varok. De mit néziink este?

Yes, I'm waiting. But what shall we watch this

evening?

B Quick Reference — Gyorstabla

-ol / -el / -al
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# Try It Yourself — Gyakorlas

1. I read a book. (olvas)

Olvasok egy konyvet. Indefinite 1st person singular.

2. You wait (varsz). Which verb ending is it?

Indefinite 2nd person singular, back: -sz.

3. We ask for a coffee. (kér)

Kériink egy kavét. Front unrounded: -iink.

4. You (singular) watch a film. (néz)

Nézel egy filmet. Stem ends in z: -el.

5. They cook soup. (f6z)

Fo6znek egy levest. Front rounded, -nek.

6. She is sitting. (iil)
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Ul. No ending in the 3rd person singular.

7. You (plural) are waiting. (var)

Vartok. Back: -tok.

8. I write a letter. (ir)

Irok egy levelet. Neutral stem, back ending.

9. Which is definite? Kérek egy kavét or Kérem a kavét?

Kérem a kavét. The object has the article a.

10. Which conjugation does Megyek use?

Indefinite. The verb has no object.

full, for all three harmony groups, and what happens to the j.
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/7 The Definite Conjugation — A hatarozott ragozas

The definite endings are -om/-em/-0m, -od/-ed/-0d, -ja/-i, -juk/-jiik, -jatok/-itek, -
jak/-ik. They are chosen by harmony: the first of each pair for back verbs, the second for

front verbs (and for the -om and -0d endings, front rounded verbs). The j assimilates after

s, sz or z (Hungarian Grammar 1, chapter 5).

The endings

én (I)

te (you)

6 (he/she)

mi (we)

ti (you, plural)

ok (they)

Four model verbs, in full
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The 1st person plural of a front verb ending in z is f6zziik (we cook it): the j of -jiik assimilates to z and
is written double. Compare nézziik (we watch it). The -sz/-z/-s assimilation applies to front verbs here
too, because -jiik contains a j. The 3rd person singular -i has no j, so there is no change there: f6zi,

nézi.

Indefinite and definite side by side

The two conjugations differ in the 1st person plural, the 3rd person plural, the 2nd person plural

and most of all the 3rd person singular. Compare kér (ask for):

kérek kérem Kérek egy kavét. / Kérem a kavét.
kérsz kéred Kérsz egy teat? / Kéred a teat?

ker kéri Kér egy liveget. / Kéri az liveget.
kériink keérjlik Kériink egy asztalt. / Kérjlik az asztalt.
kértek kéritek Kértek egy levest? / Kéritek a levest?

kérnek kérik Kérnek egy szobat. / Kérik a szobat.
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Stems ending in t, d, and other consonants

A stem ending in t or d keeps its consonant, and the j stays: lat — latja, latjuk, latjak; ad — adja,
adjuk, adjak. Verbs of more than one syllable work the same way: tanul — tanulom, tanulod,

tanulja, tanuljuk, tanuljatok, tanuljak. The pattern is regular for nearly every verb you will meet.

lat latom latod latja latjuk latjatok latjak

tanul learn tanulom tanulod tanulja  tanuljuk tanuljatok  tanuljak

szeret  love, like szeretem  szereted  szereti szeretjik  szeretitek szeretik
understand  értem érted érti értjuk értitek értik

write irom irod irja irjuk irjatok EL

The polite On and Onok use the 3rd person: On kéri? ("Would you like it?', formal) and Onék kérik?.

So the 3rd person definite forms kéri, kérik are the ones you will use most in shops, cafés and offices.

Minimal pairs: same sentence, different object

Szeretek egy filmet. | like a film (any film). Szeretem a filmet. | like the film.

Ertek magyarul. | understand Hungarian (the language, Ertem. | understand (it).

in general).

Varok egy baratot. I'm waiting for a friend. Varom a baratomat. I'm waiting for my

friend.

ir egy levelet. She writes a letter. irja a levelet. She is writing the letter.
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In Use — Hasznalatban

Kéri a szamlat?
Would you like the bill?

Igen, kérem. Es a borravalot is

hozzaadjak?

Yes, please. And is the tip added as well?

Igen, hozzaadjuk.

Yes, we add it.

Olvassatok a levelet?

Are you reading the letter?

Igen, olvassuk, de nem értjiik.
Yes, we're reading it, but we don't understand

it.

En értem. Mindjart elmagyarazom.

I understand it. I'll explain it in a moment.

Ki f6zi a vacsorat?

Who's cooking dinner?

En f6z6m, te pedig hozod a kenyeret.

I'm cooking it, and you bring the bread.

Rendben, hozom.
Fine, I'll bring it.

B Quick Reference — Gyorstabla
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-od

_ja

-juk -jak

-jatok -itek

jak -ik

# Try It Yourself — Gyakorlas

1. lat: te

latod. Back, 2nd person.

2. néz: mi

nézziik. j copies z.

3. olvas: 6

olvassa. j copies s.

4. f6z: én

fézom. Front rounded: -om.
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j after s, sz, z: -sa, -za

j copies s, sz, z

front: -itek, no j

front: -ik, no j




5. kér: ti

kéritek. Front: -itek.

6. tanul: 6k

tanuljak. Back: -jak.

7. szeret: O

szereti. Front: -i.

8. var: mi

varjuk. Back: -juk.

9. 1ir: te

irod. Neutral stem, back ending.

értik. Front: -ik.

The full list of what counts as

definite, the surprising cases, and why 'T understand' can be a complete sentence.
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®. When Is the Object Definite? — Mikor hatarozott a

argy?

The definite endings are used when the direct object is: a noun with a / az; a proper
name; a noun with a possessive ending (a baratom); ez / az or ezt / azt (this, that);
the 3rd-person pronouns 6t, 6ket; the question word melyik; or a hogy-clause.

Everything else is indefinite.

Definite objects (use the definite endings)

Noun with a / az Latom a hazat. | see the house.

Proper name Ismerem Annat. - Varom | know Anna. - I'm waiting for Philip.

Philipet.

Noun with a Varom a baratomat. - Szeretem I'm waiting for my friend. - | love my

possessive ending az anyamat. mother.

ez / az and ezt / azt Ezt kérem. - Azt a konyvet I'd like this. - I'm reading that book.

olvasom.

6t / ket (him, her, Latom 6t. - Varom &ket. | see him/her. - I'm waiting for them.

them)

melyik (which one) Melyiket kéred? - Melyik Which one do you want? - Which book

konyvet olvasod? are you reading?
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hogy-clause

Tudom, hogy itt vagy. - Azt

hiszem, hogy igaz.

| know that you are here. - | think it's

true.

When the object is understood, the definite ending shows it: Kéred? — Kérem. (‘Would you like it?' —

'Yes, please.") and Tudom. ('T know [it]."). That is why Szeretném means 'T would like it' (a specific

thing) and Szeretnék 'T would like something' (Hungarian Basic Conversation 3, chapter 1).

Indefinite objects (use the indefinite endings)

Noun with egy

Noun with a number

Noun with a quantity word

(sok, kevés)

valami, valaki, semmi

mit, kit, mennyit, hanyat

milyen (what kind of)

engem, téged, minket, titeket

No object at all

Kérek egy kavét.
Olvasok harom kényvet.

Latok sok embert.

Kérek valamit. - Nem latok

semmit.

Mit kérsz? - Kit varsz?

Milyen kdnyvet olvasol?
Lat engem. - Var téged.

Dolgozom. - Megyek.

I'd like a coffee.

I'm reading three books.

| see many people.

I'd like something. - | don't see

anything.

What do you want? - Who are you

waiting for?

What kind of book are you reading?

He sees me. - She is waiting for you.

I'm working. - I'm going.

Two pairs that look alike
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Milyen kényvet Melyik konyvet milyen = what kind (unspecified), melyik = which

olvasol? olvasod? one (specific)

Kit latsz? Melyiket latod? kit = whom, melyiket = which one

A strange fact of Hungarian: the 1st and 2nd person pronouns engem, téged, minket, titeket as objects
use the indefinite endings (Ldt engem, not Latja engem). The 3rd person 6t, Oket uses the definite.

For 'I ... you' the language has a special form, -lak/-lek, covered in Hungarian Grammar 1, chapter 9.

Common verbs and clauses

Several frequent verbs introduce a clause that works as the object, and the definite ending is the
rule: Tudom, hogy ... (I know that ...), Azt hiszem, hogy ... (I think that ...), Azt mondja, hogy ...
(he says that ...), Azt gondolom, hogy ... (I think that ...). The little word azt ('it") is often omitted,
but the verb still takes the definite endings: Tudom, hogy jossz.

In Use — Hasznalatban

Melyiket kéred, a kicsit vagy a Ismered Annat?

nagyot? Do you know Anna?

Which would you like, the small one or the big

one? .
Igen, ismerem. Tudom, hogy a

baratod.
A nagyot kérem. Es te mit kérsz? Yes, I know her. I know that she's your friend.

The big one, please. And what do you want?

Azt nem tudom, hogy hol lakik.
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En egy kis teat kérek. I don't know where she lives.

I'd like a small tea.

Latod Philipet a peronon?

Do you see Philip on the platform?

Nem latom, de latok sok embert.

I don't see him, but I see many people.

Ertem, akkor varjuk.

I see, then we'll wait for him.

B Quick Reference — Gyorstabla

a/az + noun definite Latom a hazat.

Proper name definite Ismerem Annat.
Possessed noun (my, your ...) definite Varom a baratomat.
ez / az, ezt / azt definite Ezt kérem.

6t, Oket definite Latom 6t.

melyik definite Melyiket kéred?
hogy-clause definite Tudom, hogy itt vagy.
egy, number, sok, valami, semmi indefinite Kérek egy kavét.

mit, kit, milyen indefinite Mit kérsz?
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engem, téged, minket, titeket indefinite Lat engem.

No object indefinite Dolgozom.

# Try It Yourself — Gyakorlas

1. Choose: En egy levelet. (ir)

irok. Object with egy: indefinite.

2. Choose: En a levelet. (ir)

irom. Object with a: definite.

3. Te Annat? (ismer)

ismered. A name is definite.

4. Mit ? (kér, te)

kérsz. Mit asks for an unknown thing: indefinite.

5. Melyiket __ ? (kér, te)

kéred. Melyik is definite.

6. , hogy itt vagy. (tud, én)
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Tudom. A hogy-clause as object: definite.

7. Lat engem. (lat, 6)

Lat engem. First-person object pronouns are indefinite.

8. Lat 6t. (lat, 6)

Latja 6t. Third-person object: definite.

9. Harom konyvet . (olvas, én)

olvasok. A number makes the object indefinite.

10. Azt a konyvet . (olvas, én)

olvasom. Azt a makes it definite.

...you'in one

word, the verbs with -ik, and the short list that breaks the pattern.
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& -lak/-lek, the -ik Verbs and the Irregulars —

Kiilonleges igék

-lak / -lek means 'T ... you' in one word (latlak, 'l see you'). -ik verbs have -ik in the 3rd
person singular and take -m instead of -k in the 1st person singular (eszem, iszom,
dolgozom). A short list of verbs (van, megy, jon, tesz, vesz, visz, hisz, lesz) has its own

forms that you learn by heart.

1. -lak / -lek: 'I ... you'

hen the subject is I and the object is you (singular or plural), Hungarian does not use the
indefinite or the definite ending. It uses -lak (back verbs) or -lek (front verbs, including rounded

ones). The object pronoun téged / titeket is normally dropped.

Latlak. | see you.
hear Hallak. | can hear you.
wait for 2 Varlak. I'm waiting for you.
hiv call hiv Hivlak. I'll call you.
szeret love szeret Szeretlek. | love you.

kér ask kér Kérlek. Please (lit. | ask you).
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watch, look at & Nézlek. I'm looking at you.

bring Hozlak. I'll bring you.

Kérlek is the informal 'please’, literally 'T ask you'. It is a -lek form: kér + -lek. The formal 'please’' is
kérem (definite), as in Kérem a szamlat. So the choice between the two is the choice between informal

and formal, and between -lek and the definite ending.

2. The -ik verbs

About a hundred common verbs have -ik in the dictionary form (3rd person singular): eszik,
iszik, alszik, dolgozik, lakik, iszik, vacsorazik, reggelizik. Their indefinite forms are partly their

own, and 1st person singular ends in -m. Compare:

iszom iszom
eszel eszed iszol iszod
eszik eszi iszik issza
esziink essziik iszunk isszuk
esztek eszitek isztok isszatok

esznek eszik isznak isszak

The 1st person singular is the same in the indefinite and the definite for an -ik verb (eszem / eszem).
That is why Eszem egy almat ('I eat an apple') and Eszem az almat ('I eat the apple') both use eszem.

Likewise eszik is both 'he/she eats' (indefinite) and 'they eat it' (definite). Context makes it clear.
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dolgozom lakom alszom
dolgozol laksz alszol
dolgozik lakik alszik
dolgozunk lakunk alszunk
dolgoztok laktok alszotok

ok dolgoznak ELGELS alszanak

ou met reggelizik, dolgozik, vacsorazik in Hungarian Basic Conversation 2, chapter 1, where the

routine verbs were given as ready-made phrases. Now you can see the system behind them.

3. The irregular verbs

Most irregular verbs are irregular in the present only because their stem changes between
forms, so they are worth learning as a table. Van (is), megy (goes) and jon (comes) have no object

and therefore only the indefinite set.

megyek jovok leszek

mész jossz leszel

megy jon lesz
vagyunk megylink jovunk lesziink
vagytok mentek jottok lesztek

6k vannak mennek jonnek lesznek

Four common verbs with a stem ending in -sz are regular in the endings but have different
infinitives, so they look odd: tesz (put, do; infinitive tenni), vesz (buy, take; venni), visz (carry;

vinni) and hisz (believe; hinni). They take the ordinary -sz-stem endings:
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veszek veszem viszek viszem
veszel veszed viszel viszed
veszi Visz Viszi
vesziink vessziik viszilink vissziik
vesztek veszitek visztek viszitek

vesznek veszik visznek viszik

In Use — Hasznalatban

Hall6, hallak? Rossz a vonal. Hol laksz, és hol dolgozol?

Hello, can you hear me? The line is bad. Where do you live, and where do you work?

En is hallak, de nagyon halkan. Hol Edinburghban lakom, és egy

vagy? irodaban dolgozom.
I can hear you too, but very quietly. Where are I live in Edinburgh and I work in an office.

you?

Mit eszel ebédre?
A buszon. Hivlak, ha leszallok. What do you eat for lunch?
On the bus. I'll call you when I get off.

Egy szendvicset eszem, és teat

1szom.

I eat a sandwich and drink tea.
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JOssz vasarnap?

Are you coming on Sunday?

Jovok, és viszek egy tortat. Szeretlek!

I'm coming, and I'm bringing a cake. Love you!

En is szeretlek. Varlak!

Love you too. I'll be waiting for you!

B Quick Reference — Gyorstabla

| ... you verb stem + -lak (back) or -lek (front) latlak - szeretlek - kérlek

-ik verbs, indefinite -m, -l / -sz, -ik, -unk, -tok, -nak eszem - iszol - eszik

-ik verbs, definite normal definite ending eszi - essziik - isszak
irregular vagyok - vagy - van - vannak

megy irregular megyek - mész - mennek

jon irreqular jovok - jossz - jonnek

tesz, vesz, visz, hisz regular sz-stem endings veszek - veszem - vessziik

# Try It Yourself — Gyakorlas

1. I see you. (lat)
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Latlak. Back verb + -lak.

2. I love you. (szeret)

Szeretlek. Front verb + -lek.

3. Please (informal, 'T ask you'). (kér)

Kérlek. Front verb + -lek.

4. You (singular) eat. (eszik)

Eszel. -ik verb, 2nd person singular.

5. I drink tea. (iszik)

Iszom teat. -ik verb, 1st person -m.

6. You live in Edinburgh. (lakik)

Edinburghban laksz. -ik verb with -sz.

7. You (plural) are at home. (van)

Otthon vagytok. Irregular.

8. You (singular) go home. (megy)
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Hazamész. Irregular, stem change.

9. We come on Sunday. (jon)

Vasarnap joviink. Irregular, stem change.

10. We buy the bread. (vesz)

Vessziik a kenyeret. Definite 1st person plural, j assimilated.

One decision procedure for every verb, an

error clinic, two short texts, and the Course Complete recap.
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# Putting It Together — Osszefoglalas

For any suffix: last vowel — harmony group (Hungarian Grammar 1, chapters 2 and
3), then linking vowel or stem change (Hungarian Grammar 1, chapter 4), then
consonant change (Hungarian Grammar 1, chapter 5). For any verb: which group —
is there an object — is it definite (Hungarian Grammar 1, chapters 6 to 8), then

check for -lak/-lek, -ik or an irregular verb (Hungarian Grammar 1, chapter 9).

The procedure for a suffix

What is the last vowel of the stem? Back, front or front rounded? Hungarian Grammar 1,

chapter 2

Is it one of the neutral vowels (i i e é) or a mixed or foreign word? Hungarian Grammar 1,

Is it an antiharmonic stem (hid, cél)? chapter 3

Does the stem end in a consonant and need a linking vowel? Does Hungarian Grammar 1,

it shorten, drop a vowel or lengthen? chapter 4

Does the suffix start with v or j, or does the stem end in a digraph? Hungarian Grammar 1,

Assimilate and double. chapter 5

The procedure for a verb
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Is the stem back, front or front rounded? Does it end in s, sz Hungarian Grammar 1,

orz? chapter 6

Is there an object? Is it definite (a/az, a name, my/your, ez/az, Hungarian Grammar 1,

6t/6ket, melyik, a hogy-clause)? chapter 8

Choose the indefinite or the definite endings. Hungarian Grammar 1,

chapters 6 and 7

Is the verb an -ik verb, an irregular verb, oris it 'l ... you'? Hungarian Grammar 1,

chapter 9

The error clinic

Each of these mistakes is common, and each one is a rule from this course in disguise.

kézval kézzel v copies the last consonant (Hungarian Grammar 1, chapter 5)
papirben papirban back vowel + i stays back (Hungarian Grammar 1, chapter 3)
hotelban hotelben back vowel + e goes front (Hungarian Grammar 1, chapter 3)
hazok hazak haz is in the 'a' group (Hungarian Grammar 1, chapter 4)

kézek kezek the long vowel of kéz shortens (Hungarian Grammar 1, chapter

4)
olvasja olvassa the j copies s (Hungarian Grammar 1, chapter 5)

Kérem egy Kérek egy egy makes the object indefinite (Hungarian Grammar 1, chapter

kavét. kavét. 8)

Szeretek a Szeretem a a makes the object definite (Hungarian Grammar 1, chapter 8)

zenét. zenét.
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Te olvasasz. Te olvasol. -s stems take -ol in the 2nd person (Hungarian Grammar 1,

chapter 6)

Latlak téged. -lak already contains 'you’, so téged is normally dropped

(Hungarian Grammar 1, chapter 9)

En megek. En megyek. megy is irregular (Hungarian Grammar 1, chapter 9)

Read and fix: a short text

This text is written correctly. Read it aloud and, for every word in bold, say which rule made it

take that shape.

eggel hétkor kelek. Készitek egy kavét, és a kavét az ablaknal iszom. Olvasom a hireket,
aztan busszal megyek a munkahelyre. Egész nap dolgozom, este pedig a baratommal

vacsordzom, és beszélgetiink.

ablaknal back stem ablak + -nal (harmony, Hungarian Grammar 1, chapter 2)

Olvasom definite, because the object is a hireket (Hungarian Grammar 1, chapter 8)

busszal busz + -val: v copies sz and the digraph doubles (Hungarian Grammar 1, chapter 5)
baratommal baradtom + -val: v copies m (Hungarian Grammar 1, chapter 5)

beszélgetiink front verb, indefinite 1st person plural (Hungarian Grammar 1, chapter 6)

Read and fix: a text with mistakes

This text has five mistakes. Find them first, then check the answers below.

Anna hotelban lakik Budapesten. Minden reggel olvasja az tijsagot. Egy kavét kérem, és

kézval eszik egy szendvicset. Este szeretek a zenét.
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Show the answers

1. hotelban — hotelben (back vowel + e goes front).
2. olvasja — olvassa (the j copies s).

3. kérem — kérek (egy kavét is indefinite).

4. kézval — kézzel (v copies z).

5. szeretek — szeretem (a zenét is definite).

Course Complete — Gratulalok!

ou have worked through the sound map, the whole harmony system, the stem changes, the

consonant changes and both verb conjugations. Here is what you can now do:

1 - The Sound Map

2 - Vowel Harmony: The Rule

3 - Neutral Vowels and Exceptions

4 - Linking Vowels and Stem
Changes

5 - Consonant Changes at the

Joins

6 - Two Conjugations

7 - The Definite Conjugation

8 - When Is the Object Definite?

9 - -lak/-lek, -ik Verbs and

Irregulars

sort the vowels and consonants into the groups that grammar

uses

choose between -ban and -ben, -hoz, -hez and -h6z for clear

cases

handle papir, hotel, kavé and the antiharmonic stems

form plurals and accusatives, including kezek, vizet, tikrék and

almak

write kézzel, busszal, lannyal and olvassa

decide between the indefinite and the definite and form the

indefinite

form the definite for back, front and rounded verbs

apply the list of triggers and read a one-word sentence like

Ertem

use latlak, eszem, iszom, vagyok, megyek and jovok
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10 - Putting It Together

In Use — Hasznalatban

Mit {6zol vasarnapra?

What are you cooking for Sunday?

Egy gulyast f6zok. A hust

megveszem, a kenyeret te hozod.
A goulash. I'll buy the meat, and you bring the
bread.

Rendben, hozom. Hivlak, ha

elindulok.
Fine, I'll bring it. I'll call you when I set off.

run one procedure for any suffix and any verb

Latod a lakast a térképen?

Do you see the flat on the map?

Latom, a hidhoz kozel van. Hany

szobéaja van?
Yes, it's close to the bridge. How many rooms

does it have?

Héarom szobaja és egy kis kertje.

Szeretem!

Three rooms and a small garden. I love it!

B Quick Reference — Gyorstabla

Harmony last vowel decides; check neutral vowels and hazban - kertben -

antiharmonic stems hidban

hazak - kezek - tikrok

stems - almak

Linking vowels and a/o and e/0; shortening; vowel drop; lengthening
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Consonants v copies the last consonant; digraphs double; |

copies s, sz, z

Conjugation no object or indefinite object: indefinite; definite

object: definite

Special verbs -lak/-lek, -ik verbs,

van/megy/jon/tesz/vesz/visz/hisz/lesz

# Try It Yourself — Gyakorlas

1. kert + -val / -vel

kerttel. v copies t.

2. papir + -ban / -ben

papirban. Back vowel + 1.

3. Plural of kéz

kezek. The vowel shortens.

4. Accusative of ember

embert. No linking vowel after r.

5. Kér: én, a szamla (the bill)
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kézzel - busszal -

olvassa

Kérek egy kavét. -

Kérem a kavét.

latlak - eszem -

vagyok




Kérem a szamlat. Definite object.

6. Olvas: te, egy Gjsag (a newspaper)

Olvasol egy Gjsagot. -s stem, 2nd person indefinite.

~. Néz: mi, a film (the film)

Nézziik a filmet. j copies z.

8. Eszik: 6, egy alma (an apple)

Eszik egy almat. -ik verb, 3rd person singular.

9. Lat: én, te

Latlak. Back verb + -lak.

10. Menni: ti

Mentek. Irregular.

Next: Hungarian Grammar 2 is not outlined yet. A natural next step is the
case system and postpositions, using the suffix, harmony and stem rules you now know. Ask for

hungarian_grammar_2 when you are ready.
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