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Discussing Issues — Vita és érvelés

Szerintem a tomegkozlekedésnek

ingyenesnek kellene lennie.

I think public transport should be free.

Ebben egyetértek veled. Kevesebb

aut6 lenne az utakon.
I agree with you on that. There would be

fewer cars on the roads.

Es a leveg§ is tisztabb lenne.

And the air would be cleaner too.

Pontosan. Csak azt nem tudom, ki
fizetné ki.
Exactly. I just don't know who would pay for

it.

Az allam, az adokbol.

The state, out of taxes.

Szerintem a hazi feladat teljesen

felesleges.

I think homework is completely unnecessary.

Igaz, hogy sok, de azért sziikség van
ra.
It's true that there's a lot, but it's still needed.

Miért? A gyerekeknek pihenniiik

kellene.
Why? Children ought to rest.

Ertem az érvedet, bar én masképp

latom. A gyakorlas fontos.

I understand your argument, although I see it

differently. Practice is important.

Lehet, hogy igazad van, de nem

ennyi mennyiségben.
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Ez j6 kérdés. Kellene egy pontos
szamitas.
That's a good question. We'd need an exact

calculation.

Majd utananézek, és elkiildom
neked.

I'll look it up and send it to you.

Szerinted j6 dolog a tavmunka?

Do you think remote working is a good thing?

Egyrészt igen: megsporolom az
utazast. Masrészt hianyoznak a
kollégak.

On the one hand yes: I save the commute. On

the other hand I miss my colleagues.

En otthon jobban tudok

koncentralni, ugyanakkor néha

maganyos vagyok.
I can concentrate better at home, but at the

same time I'm sometimes lonely.

You may be right, but not in this quantity.

Ebben egyetértek: kevesebb, de
jobb feladat kellene.

I agree on that: fewer but better tasks would

be needed.

Latod, mégis megtalaltuk a kozos

pontot!

See, we found common ground after all!

Ki vette meg a tortat?
Who bought the cake?

En vettem meg.

I bought it. (it was me)

Nem a kenyeret hoztad el?

Didn't you bring the bread?

Nem, a tortat hoztam el, a kenyeret

Péter.
No, I brought the cake; Péter brought the
bread.
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Mindazonaltal szerintem az a
legjobb, ha heti két napot az

irodaban toltiink.
Nevertheless I think the best is to spend two

days a week in the office.

Ez j6 kompromisszum. A cégiink is
igy csinalja.
That's a good compromise. Our company

does it that way too.

Es megéri?

And is it worth it?

Igen. Mindenki elégedettebb.

Yes. Everyone is more satisfied.

Szeretnék egy négynapos

munkahetet bevezetni a cégnél.
I'd like to introduce a four-day working week

at the firm.

Miért gondolod, hogy ez jo6 Gtlet?
Why do you think that's a good idea?

Péter hozta a kenyeret? Hat nem is

gondoltam volna.
Péter brought the bread? I wouldn't have
thought so.

Pedig ¢ siitotte is!

And what's more, he baked it too!

AkKkor neki jar a legnagyobb

koszonet.

Then he deserves the biggest thanks.

Nem érted, hogy ez mennyire

fontos nekem?
Don't you understand how important this is

to me?

Ertem, és tiszteletben tartom a

véleményedet. Csak nem értek

egyet.

Hungarian Lesson - Basic Conversation 4 - Chapter 11 - Discussing Issues: Agreeing, Disagreeing & Making Your Case - Page 4 of 13




Szerintem az a fontos, hogy az

emberek kipihentek legyenek.

I think what matters is that people are well

rested.

Igaz, de a megrendel6knek
folyamatosan elérhetonek kell

lenniink.
True, but we have to be available to clients

continuously.

Ezt meg lehetne oldani

muszakbeosztassal.

That could be solved with a shift rota.

Ez érdekes gondolat. Probaljuk ki

harom hoénapig!
That's an interesting thought. Let's try it for

three months!

Ko0szonom, hogy meghallgattal.

Thank you for hearing me out.

Egyetértek.

I do, and I respect your opinion. I just don't

agree.

Akkor beszéljiik meg nyugodtan.

Then let's discuss it calmly.

Rendben. Te mondd el el6bb, hogy

mit szeretnél.

Fine. You tell me first what you'd like.

Azt szeretném, hogy tobbet legylink
egyutt.

What I want is for us to spend more time

together.

Ezzel egyetértek! Csak a munkam

miatt nehéz.

I agree with that! It's just hard because of my

work.

Akkor keressiink kozosen

megoldast.

Then let's look for a solution together.

/£ Key Phrases — Fontos kifejezések

EH-dyeh-tayr-tehk
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| don't agree. Nem értek egyet. NEHM AYR-tehk EH-dyeht
You're right. Igaza van. lgazad van. IG-aw-zaw VAWN

That's true, but ... lgaz, de ... |G-awz DEH

| see it differently. En masképp latom. AYN MAHSH-kayp LAH-tom

What matters is that
Az a fontos, hogy ... AW-zaw FON-tosh HODY

_ Véleményem szerint Szerintem _
In my view ... VAY-leh-may-nehm SEH-rint

Hadd magyarazzam HAWD MAW-dyaw-rahz-
Let me explain.
el. zawm EHL

Let's find common Keressiik a kozos KEH-rehsh-shuek AW KEU-

ground. pontot. zosh PON-tot

¢ Three Verbs — Harom ige

gondolok érvelek vitatkozom
GON-do-lok AYR-veh-lehk VIH-tawt-ko-zom

gondolsz érvelsz vitatkozol
GON-dols AYR-vehls VIH-tawt-ko-zol

gondol érvel vitatkozik
GON-dol AYR-vehl VIH-tawt-ko-zik
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gondolunk érveliink vitatkozunk
GON-do-lunk AYR-veh-luenk VIH-tawt-ko-zunk

. gondoltok érveltek vitatkoztok
ti (you, pl.)
GON-dol-tok AYR-vehl-tehk VIH-tawt-kos-tok
gondolnak érvelnek vitatkoznak

ok (they)
GON-dol-nawk AYR-vehl-nehk VIH-tawt-kos-nawk

gz Linking Contrasts — Ellentétes kot6szavak

Szeretném, de nincs idém. (I'd

like to, but | have no time.)

lgaz, hogy draga, de jo. (True it's
IG-awz DEH : b - Jo-
expensive, but it's good.)

Bar faradt vagyok, elmegyek.
although

(Although I'm tired, I'll go.)

. Olcso, ugyanakkor jo mindségu.
U-dyaw-awk- at the same time,

ugyanakkor (Cheap, and at the same time good
kor however
quality.)

Mindazonaltal érdemes
MIN-daw-zon-

mindazonaltal hl-tawl nevertheless megprobalni. (Nevertheless it's

worth trying.)

O szereti, én viszont nem. (He
likes it, | on the other hand don't.)

viszont VIH-sont on the other hand

egyrészt ... EHDY-rayst ... on the one hand Egyrészt draga, masrészt tavol

masrészt MAHSH-rayst ... on the other van.
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@ Focus: The Word Before the Verb

EIE]

Who bought it?

What did you read?

Where do you live?

Not tea, but coffee

Even Péter!

Megvettem a konyvet.

En vettem meg a konyvet.
A konyvet olvasom.
Budapesten lakom.
Kavet kérek, nem teat.

Meég Péter is elment.

| bought the book.

It was | who bought the book.

It's the book I'm reading.

It's in Budapest that | live.

I'd like coffee, not tea.

Even Péter left.

Focus and the Prefix Compare Megvettem a tortat. (neutral: the prefix meg- sits in front of the
verb) with En vettem meg a tortdt. (focus on én: the verb stands right behind it and the prefix
meg moves after the verb). The same happens with a question word: Ki vette meg? Hungarian
Grammar 4, chapter 8, explains focus in depth; for now, notice that the stressed word comes

first and "pushes" the prefix away.

@ Argument Vocabulary — Ervelés szavai

argument (reason) AYRV

opinion vélemény VAY-leh-mayny

advantage / disadvantage elény / hatrany EH-leuuny / HAH-trahny

compromise kompromisszum KOM-pro-mis-sum

Hungarian Lesson - Basic Conversation 4 - Chapter 11 - Discussing Issues: Agreeing, Disagreeing & Making Your Case - Page 8 of 13




problem

solution

proof, evidence

common ground

probléma
megoldas
bizonyiték

k6zos pont

88 Vocabulary — Szokincs

vélemény

vita

megoldas
kompromisszum
elony

hatrany
egyetérteni
vitatkozni
érvelni
meggyozni

elfogadni

VAY-leh-mayny

AYRV

VIH-taw

MEHG-ol-dahsh

KOM-pro-mis-sum

EH-leuuny

HAH-trahny

EH-dyeh-tayr-teh-nih

VIH-tawt-koz-nih

AYR-vehl-nih

MEHDY-dyeuuz-nih

EHL-fo-gawd-nih

PRO-blay-maw

MEHG-ol-dahsh

BIH-zo-nyee-tayk

KEU-zosh PONT

opinion

argument

debate, dispute

solution

compromise

advantage

disadvantage

to agree

to debate

to argue a case

to convince

to accept
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megeérteni MEHG-ayr-teh-nih to understand
tiszteletben tartani TIS-teh-leht-behn TAWR-taw-nih to respect
fontos FON-tosh important

igaz IG-awz true

hamis HAW-mish false

nyugodt NYU-godt calm

kozos KEU-zosh shared, common

masképp MAHSH-kayp differently

B Olvasas — Reading

A cégnél vita alakult ki arrol, hogy bevezessék-e a négynapos munkahetet. Egyrészt sokan
oriiltek az otletnek, mert szerintiik a pihent emberek jobban dolgoznak. Mésrészt a

vezetOk attdl tartottak, hogy a megrendel6k nem érik el 6ket mindig.

Katalin, aki a javaslatot tette, nyugodtan érvelt. Elismerte, hogy igaz, a megrendel6k
fontosak, ugyanakkor megmutatta, hogy egy miiszakbeosztassal megoldhato a probléma.
Végiil abban egyeztek meg, hogy harom honapig kiprobaljak, és utana dontenek. ,Nem

kell mindenben egyetérteni, csak meg kell hallgatni egymast” — mondta a fénok.

vita alakul ki VIH-taw AW-law-kul KIH a debate develops

vezetd VEH-zeh-teuu manager, leader
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attol tart, hogy AWT-tohl TAWRT HODY fears that
JEVEHEL YAW-vaw-slawt proposal
elismer EHL-ih-shmehr acknowledges

dontenek DEUN-teh-nehk they decide

1. Everyone at the firm opposed the four-day week.

False: many liked the idea (sokan oriiltek az otletnek), but the managers worried.

2, Katalin argued calmly.

True: nyugodtan érvelt.

3. The managers were worried about clients not being able to reach them.

True: a megrendelok nem érik el 6ket mindig.

4. They decided to introduce it permanently at once.

False: they agreed to try it for three months and then decide.

Hungarians enjoy a lively debate and usually don't take it personally: disagreeing openly is often a

sign of engagement. Still, the polite softeners matter: Igaz, de ..., Ertem, de ..., Lehet, hogy igazad
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van, de ... (You may be right, but ...). Avoid the blunt Nem igaz! ("That's not true!") unless you

know the person very well.

Three small words carry most arguments: mert (because) gives a reason, ezért (therefore, that is
why) states the consequence, and hogy (that) introduces what you think or want. Remember the

comma before hogy and mert.

English changes the stress of a sentence (I bought it), but Hungarian changes the order. A
beginner who says En meguvettem a tortat is understood, but a native would put the verb right
behind én if I is what matters. Listening for what comes straight before the verb is a quick way to

hear what the speaker finds most important.

Word order and focus are treated in Hungarian Grammar 4, chapter 8, and the contrast
conjunctions in Hungarian Grammar 4, chapter 10. The conditional used for polite suggestions

(kellene, lehetne) is in Hungarian Basic Conversation 4, chapter 9.

# Try It Yourself — Gyakorlatok

1. Say "I agree with you on that."
Ebben egyetértek veled.

2, Say "That's true, but it's expensive.'

Igaz, de draga.
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3. Say "I see it differently."

En masképp latom.

4. Say "It was I who bought the cake." (focus on I)

En vettem meg a tortat.

5. Say "Although it's expensive, it's good."

Bar draga, jo.

6. Say "What matters is that we listen to each other."

Az a fontos, hogy meghallgassuk egymast.

The last chapter, Looking Ahead: plans, goals and where next, with the future in full (fog +

infinitive, Ha végzek, akkor ...), a Course Complete recap and a pointer to Hungarian

Intermediate 1.
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