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HISTORY - MILITARY HISTORY SUB-SERIES

Military History: The War of US
Independence

Real campaigns, commanders, and military institutions of the 1775-
1783 Revolutionary War — from Lexington and Concord through
Bunker Hill, Valley Forge, Trenton and Princeton, Saratoga and the

French Alliance, the Southern Campaign, the naval war, and the

Siege of Yorktown, closing with the war's own real military legacy.

10 Chapters Philip Osztromok Generated with Claude

CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION: SCOPE & THE DISTINCTION FROM US HISTORY'S OWN SOCIAL/POLITICAL
LENS
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Military History: The War of US Independence

Chapter 1 - Introduction: Scope & the Distinction From US History's Own Social/Political Lens

This course covers the real battles, tactics, and military institutions of the 1775-1783 Revolutionary
War — a genuinely different lens on the same conflict US History's own still-outlined course covers

om the perspective of colonial society and political grievance.

Deliberate Split: Military Campaign vs. Social & Political
History

This site's own still-outlined US History course covers the real political causes of the
Revolution — taxation without representation, the Boston Tea Party, and the broader social
forces driving colonial resistance — as part of its own wider social/cultural/economic survey.
This course exists specifically to cover the war itself: the real campaigns, commanders, tactics,

and the actual military institutions the Continental Army had to build essentially from nothing.

COURSE REAL FOCUS

Military History: The War of US Real campaigns, battles, commanders, and the Continental

Independence (this course) Army's own military development

US History The war's own social and political causes and consequences,

as part of a broader survey

A War Genuinely Larger Than Its Popular Image

The Revolutionary War is often remembered through a handful of famous, small-scale
skirmishes — but the real, full conflict involved genuinely substantial forces and real,
documented casualties on a scale worth stating plainly before this course's own chapters go any

further.

American Forces British & Allied Forces
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A real, documented total of roughly 25,000 Britain suffered a real total of roughly 43,633
military deaths — about 6,800 killed in action, military deaths (excluding auxiliaries); German
with a real, striking majority (roughly 17,000) auxiliary troops lost roughly 7,774; France lost
lost to disease rather than combat itself. roughly 2,112 killed in direct support of the

American cause.

A Genuinely International War

Britain deployed roughly 48,000 troops in
North America; France committed roughly
40,000 troops in North America (and roughly
100,000 worldwide); Spain committed roughly
12,000 troops — a real, substantial
international dimension often underplayed in

popular retellings.

A GENUINE STATISTICAL SURPRISE

Disease, not combat, killed roughly two and a half times more American soldiers than enemy
action did. This is a real, recurring pattern across pre-modern warfare this course will return to

directly when covering the Continental Army's own real struggles at Valley Forge in Chapter 4.

hat This Course Actually Covers

From the real opening shots at Lexington and Concord in April 1775 through the war's own
real, decisive conclusion at the Siege of Yorktown in 1781 and the Treaty of Paris in 1783, this
course traces the war's own military arc directly — Washington's genuine struggle to build a
professional fighting force nearly from scratch, the pivotal 1777 victory at Saratoga that brought
France openly into the war, a shift to guerrilla-style warfare in the Southern campaign, and the

naval dimension of the conflict that ultimately helped seal Cornwallis's own fate at Yorktown.

Looking Ahead

Chapter 2 covers the war's own real opening engagements — Lexington and Concord, April

1775 — the first real armed clashes between colonial militia and British regular troops.
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Reflect

QUESTION 1 Disease killed roughly two and a QUESTION 2 France, Spain, and German

half times more American soldiers than auxiliary troops together committed real,
combat did. Why might this real statistic be so substantial forces to a conflict popularly
much less prominent in popular memory of remembered as a purely American-versus-
the war than famous battles are? British affair. What does this suggest about
how a national founding story can simplify a

genuinely more international real history?

QUESTION 3 This course deliberately

separates the war's own military history from
US History's own social and political lens on
the same period. What real advantages, and
what real limitations, come from studying a
war's campaigns in isolation from its broader

social causes and consequences?

CHAPTER 1 QUICK REFERENCE

Duration: April 1775 (Lexington and Concord) to 1783 (Treaty of Paris)
American losses: ~25,000 military deaths total, ~6,800 killed in action, ~17,000 to disease
British losses: ~43,633 military deaths (excluding auxiliaries)

Allied forces: France ~40,000 troops in North America (~100,000 worldwide); Spain ~12,000

troops

Course scope: real campaigns, commanders, and military institutions — distinct from US

History's own social/political lens
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CHAPTER 2: LEXINGTON & CONCORD (1775): THE REAL OPENING SHOTS

Military History: The War of US Independence

Chapter 2 - Lexington & Concord (1775): The Real Opening Shots

Chapter 1 established the war's own real scale. This chapter opens the course's own military
narrative at the exact point that scale began — a single day of running combat that turned a

political crisis into an actual shooting war-.

The Night Before: A Warning System, Not a Solo Ride

On the night of 18—19 April 1775, Paul Revere and William Dawes rode out from Boston to
warn colonial militia leaders that British troops were preparing to march — alerted themselves
by the physician and Patriot leader Joseph Warren. The famous "one if by land, two if by sea"
lantern signal, hung in Boston's Old North Church, indicated the British were crossing by

ater. Revere was captured by a British patrol at Lincoln before completing his own ride; a
third rider, Samuel Prescott, escaped and carried the warning on to Concord — a real,
genuinely collaborative alarm system, not the solo dash popular memory sometimes reduces it

to.

19 April 1775: Lexington

British regulars, roughly 700 strong, marched from Boston toward Concord to seize colonial
military supplies. At Lexington, they encountered a real, small militia force — about 77 men
under Captain John Parker. What happened next is the war's own most famous genuine

historical puzzle: who actually fired first.

THE "SHOT HEARD ROUND THE WORLD" — GENUINELY UNRESOLVED

Historian David Hackett Fischer's own real, careful examination of surviving eyewitness accounts
concluded that both the British commander, Major Pitcairn, and the militia's own Captain Parker
likely ordered their men to hold fire — but a single shot was fired by someone whose identity is not,

and likely never will be, definitively known. Contemporary witnesses gave genuinely conflicting
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accounts, with many unable to say for certain which side fired first. This course treats that

uncertainty honestly rather than assigning blame the real historical record can't actually support.

Concord: Real Resistance Stiffens

The British column pushed on to Concord, where a larger colonial force — roughly 400
militiamen — had assembled. Here the fighting escalated into a real, sustained clash at the
North Bridge, and as the British began their return march to Boston, colonial militia numbers
swelled dramatically — by day's end, roughly 4,000 militiamen had taken part in harassing the

retreating British column from the roadside and surrounding terrain.

American Casualties British Casualties

49 killed, 39 wounded, 5 missing — real, 73 killed, 174 wounded, 53 missing — a real,
documented losses from a single day's fighting. substantially heavier toll than the colonial
militia suffered, foreshadowing a real tactical

pattern this course revisits later.

A Fighting Retreat Back to Boston

The British retreat became a genuine running battle, harassed continuously by militia fire from
behind stone walls, trees, and buildings along the road — a real, early demonstration of the
irregular, terrain-exploiting tactics American forces would rely on repeatedly across the war.
Reinforcements under General Percy, roughly 1,000 strong, met the exhausted original column
near Lexington around 2:00 p.m., allowing it to reorganize and complete the retreat to

Charlestown by nightfall.

A GENUINE TACTICAL PREVIEW

The British column's own casualty rate — nearly double the American toll despite superior
numbers and training — offered an early, real signal that conventional European-style linear
warfare would struggle against colonial forces using terrain and irregular tactics. This exact tension
between formal and irregular warfare recurs directly in Chapter 7's own coverage of the Southern

campaign.
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Looking Ahead

Chapter 3 covers the Battle of Bunker Hill, fought just two months later, and the real founding

of the Continental Army under George Washington's own command.

Reflect

QUESTION 1 Historians genuinely cannot

determine who fired the first shot at

Lexington, despite it being one of the most

consequential single moments in American

history. Why might this specific kind of

uncertainty be so hard to resolve, even with

multiple eyewitness accounts available?

QUESTION 2 British forces suffered nearly

double the casualties of the colonial militia
during the day's fighting, despite being a
trained, professional force facing an
improvised militia. What does this early result
suggest about the real tactical challenges

regular European-style armies faced fighting

on unfamiliar, irregular terrain?

QUESTION 3 The alarm that brought colonial

militia into the field was a real, coordinated
multi-rider system, not a single dramatic ride.
Why might popular memory simplify a
genuinely collaborative effort into the story of

one individual's own heroic act?

CHAPTER 2 QUICK REFERENCE

Date: 19 April 1775
The alarm: Paul Revere, William Dawes, and Samuel Prescott, warned by Joseph Warren

Forces: ~700 British regulars; ~77 militia at Lexington, ~400 at Concord, ~4,000 total militia

engaged by day's end

Casualties: Americans — 49 killed, 39 wounded, 5 missing; British — 73 killed, 174 wounded, 53

missing
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« The "first shot': genuinely, permanently unresolved by the historical record
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CHAPTER 3: BUNKER HILL (1775) & THE FOUNDING OF THE CONTINENTAL ARMY

Military History: The War of US Independence

Chapter 3 - Bunker Hill (1775) & the Founding of the Continental Army

Two months after Lexington and Concord, the war produced its own first major pitched battle —
one whose real name, quote, and outcome are all genuinely more complicated than popular
memory suggests — in the same real week the colonies formally created an army to actually fight

it.

Bunker Hill, Fought Mostly on Breed's Hill

On 17 June 1775, during the ongoing Siege of Boston, colonial forces under Colonel William
Prescott fortified high ground overlooking Boston to prevent a real, threatened British
breakout. The famous battle's own name is itself a minor historical misnomer: real, most of the
fighting actually took place on Breed's Hill, not Bunker Hill itself — Prescott and his engineers
chose Breed's Hill specifically because it offered a stronger defensive position closer to Boston,

even though this decision left the colonial force more exposed to encirclement.

Colonial Forces British Forces

Roughly 2,400 men initially, dwindling to just Over 3,000 troops, under General William
700-800 by the third British assault due to Howe, with support from Henry Clinton and

casualties and desertion. Thomas Gage.

Honest Correction: "The Whites of Their Eyes"

The famous order "don't fire until you see the whites of their eyes," often attributed to this
exact battle, is genuinely apocryphal. Real historical scholarship has found the line variously
credited to different American officers present that day — Israel Putnam, John Stark, Prescott
himself, or Richard Gridley — with modern historians concluding no one actually said it at
Bunker Hill at all. The phrase's own real origin traces back much further, to the Swedish

general Gustavus Adolphus in the early 17th century.
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A GENUINELY COMMON PATTERN IN MILITARY LEGEND

A vivid, quotable line getting retroactively attached to a famous battle it was never actually spoken
at is a real, recurring pattern in popular military history — this course flags it here directly rather

than repeating the more dramatic, less accurate version.

Pyrrhic British Victory

The British ultimately captured the peninsula, forcing the colonial defenders to retreat once
their ammunition ran out — a technical British victory. But the real, documented cost was
devastating: British casualties totaled 1,054 (226 killed, 828 wounded) against a 3,000-plus
force — a genuinely staggering roughly 40% casualty rate, including 19 officers killed. American
losses were comparatively far lighter: 138 killed, 305 wounded, and 30 captured. Joseph

arren, a real, prominent Patriot leader, was among the American dead.

"A FEW MORE SUCH VICTORIES..."

British General Henry Clinton's own real, documented remark — that a few more victories like this
one would end British rule in America — deliberately echoes the ancient story of Pyrrhus of Epirus,
whose own costly victories gave us the term "Pyrrhic victory." The disproportionate British officer
losses genuinely shocked London's own military establishment into taking the colonial forces far

more seriously.

The Continental Army's Real, Formal Founding

In the same real week as Bunker Hill, the Second Continental Congress, meeting in
Philadelphia, formally established the Continental Army on 14 June 1775 — a date now marked
as the official birthday of the US Army. The very next day, 15 June 1775, Congress unanimously
elected George Washington as Commander-in-Chief. Washington accepted immediately and

departed for Boston to take command of the very siege Bunker Hill had just been fought over.

The new army's real early challenges were substantial from the very start: incorporating
existing, separately-organized patriot forces already in the field (roughly 22,000 troops around
Boston and 5,000 around New York City) into one unified command; short, typically one-year

enlistment terms that created constant turnover; and genuinely inadequate professional
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training and discipline — real, structural weaknesses this course returns to directly in Chapter

4's own account of Valley Forge and Baron von Steuben's reforms.

Looking Ahead

Chapter 4 covers Washington's own real, difficult struggle to turn this newly-founded army into
a genuinely effective fighting force — the winter at Valley Forge, and Baron von Steuben's

transformative drilling program.

Reflect

QUESTION 1 The battle is remembered as QUESTION 2 The British technically won the

"Bunker Hill" even though most of the real battle, yet the real cost in casualties may have
fighting happened on Breed's Hill nearby. done more long-term damage to their cause
What does this kind of small, persistent factual than a loss would have. What does this suggest
drift suggest about how popular historical about the real difference between winning a
memory can diverge from precise documented single engagement and winning a war?

fact, even for a widely-known event?

QUESTION 3 The Continental Army was

founded the same week as one of the war's
own bloodiest early battles, immediately
inheriting real structural weaknesses (short
enlistments, uneven training, disunified
regional forces). Why might an army's own
founding conditions shape its real struggles for

years afterward?

CHAPTER 3 QUICK REFERENCE

« Battle of Bunker Hill: 17 June 1775, fought mostly on Breed's Hill

file:///C:/Users/emuba/AppData/Local/Temp/tmpu010ayvh.html




08/09/2026, 10:24

Casualties: British — 1,054 (226 killed, 828 wounded), ~40% casualty rate; American — 138

killed, 305 wounded, 30 captured

"Whites of their eyes": genuinely apocryphal — not actually said at this battle, traced instead

to Gustavus Adolphus

Continental Army founded: 14 June 1775, by the Second Continental Congress

Washington appointed Commander-in-Chief: 15 June 1775
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CHAPTER 4: WASHINGTON'S REAL STRUGGLE TO BUILD AN ARMY: VALLEY FORGE & VON STEUBEN'S
DRILLING

Military History: The War of US Independence

Chapter 4 - Washington's Real Struggle to Build an Army: Valley Forge & von Steuben's Drilling

Chapter 3 closed with the Continental Army's own real structural weaknesses already visible —
short enlistments, uneven training, disunified regional forces. This chapter covers the six real
months in which those weaknesses nearly destroyed the army outright, and the foreign officer

whose own arrival, mid-crisis, genuinely turned it into a professional fighting force.

alley Forge: A Real Supply and Disease Crisis

ashington led roughly 12,000 troops into winter encampment at Valley Forge, roughly 18
miles northwest of Philadelphia, on 19 December 1777, remaining there for six real months
until 19 June 1778. The encampment's own real crisis was severe: soldiers initially subsisted on
"firecakes" — a genuinely tasteless mixture of flour and water cooked on heated rocks — and

ashington himself warned in real, documented correspondence that without a major change,
the army would inevitably "Starve, dissolve, or disperse." Disease, spreading through typhoid,
dysentery, influenza, pneumonia, and lice-borne typhus, killed a real, documented 1,700 to
2,000 troops during the encampment, the overwhelming majority in hospitals outside the

camp itself rather than in direct combat.

AN HONEST CORRECTION: THE WEATHER WASN'T THE MAIN PROBLEM

Popular memory of Valley Forge often centers on an exceptionally brutal, snow-bound winter —
but the real, documented weather record shows something different: snowfall was actually
infrequent, temperatures above freezing were regular, and ice was uncommon. The real crisis was
supply and disease, worsened by genuinely inadequate clothing and malnutrition, not

extraordinary winter conditions themselves.

Baron von Steuben: Real Skill, Exaggerated Credentials
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Friedrich Wilhelm von Steuben, born 17 September 1730 in Magdeburg, Prussia, had real,
genuine military experience — rising to captain during the Seven Years' War and serving as an
aide-de-camp to Frederick the Great himself. But by the time he reached America, his own
credentials had been genuinely exaggerated: Benjamin Franklin introduced him to Washington
as a "Lieutenant General in the King of Prussia's service," a rank real historical research finds
appears to trace back to a mistranslation of his actual service record rather than his own true,

more modest rank.

EXAGGERATED TITLE, GENUINE ABILITY

Von Steuben's own inflated Prussian rank was real exaggeration — but his actual training methods
and drilling skill, once he arrived, proved entirely genuine. This chapter treats both facts as true at
once, rather than letting the credentials controversy overshadow his own real, documented

contribution.

Real, Transformative Training

on Steuben arrived at Valley Forge as a volunteer on 23 February 1778, in the midst of the
camp's own real crisis, and immediately set to work. Rather than attempting to train the entire
army at once, he personally drilled a real "Model Company" of 120 soldiers, who then went on
to train their own regiments in turn — a real, deliberately scalable training method. His drilling
introduced standardized marching paces, coordinated volley fire, improved unit
maneuverability, skirmishing tactics, and — genuinely, memorably — real bayonet proficiency,
having reportedly observed that American soldiers had previously used the bayonet mainly, in

his own words, "to roast his beefsteak."

The Model Company

120 soldiers, personally drilled by von Steuben
himself, who then trained their own regiments
— areal, cascading training structure that

reached the whole army efficiently.
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By the time the army departed Valley Forge in June 1778, it had genuinely been transformed —
a real, professionalized fighting force capable of matching British and Hessian regulars in
disciplined, formal engagement, a structural change that shapes every later chapter of this

course.

Looking Ahead

Chapter 5 covers the New York and New Jersey campaigns of 1776 — Washington's own real
crossing of the Delaware and the victories at Trenton and Princeton, fought before Valley
Forge's own transformation, using the very army this chapter has just described struggling to

become professional.

Reflect

QUESTION 1 The real historical record shows QUESTION 2 Von Steuben's own Prussian

Valley Forge's own weather wasn't unusually credentials were genuinely exaggerated, yet his
severe, yet the popular image of a brutal, real training methods proved decisively
snow-bound winter persists strongly. Why effective. What does this suggest about how
might a crisis's own real cause (supply and much a person's own claimed credentials
disease) be less memorable than a more should matter compared to their actual,
dramatic, if less accurate, explanation demonstrated ability?

(extreme weather)?

QUESTION 3 Roughly 1,700-2,000 real deaths

occurred at Valley Forge, overwhelmingly
from disease rather than combat — a direct
continuation of the pattern Chapter 1 already
flagged for the war as a whole. Why might
disease have posed such a consistently greater
threat than combat itself in 18th-century

warfare?
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CHAPTER 4 QUICK REFERENCE

Valley Forge encampment: 19 December 1777 — 19 June 1778, roughly 12,000 troops

Deaths: 1,700-2,000, mostly from disease, not combat or extreme weather

Von Steuben arrives: 23 February 1778, with real but genuinely exaggerated Prussian

credentials

The Model Company: 120 soldiers personally drilled by von Steuben, who then trained the

wider army

The "Blue Book': von Steuben's own drill manual, official US Army doctrine until 1814
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CHAPTER 5: THE NEW YORK & NEW JERSEY CAMPAIGNS (1776): CROSSING THE DELAWARE, TRENTON
& PRINCETON

Military History: The War of US Independence

Chapter 5 - The New York & New Jersey Campaigns (1776): Crossing the Delaware, Trenton & Princeton

Chapter 4 covered the army's own eventual transformation at Valley Forge — this chapter goes
back a full year earlier, to the desperate real campaign that nearly ended the war before that

transformation ever had a chance to happen.

Disaster at Long Island

In late August 1776, Britain landed a real, massive force — roughly 22,000 troops, including
0,000 Hessian auxiliaries — on Long Island. On 27 August, they engaged Washington's army in
the largest single battle of the entire war fought on North American soil, successfully
outflanking American positions and driving them back to fortifications at Brooklyn Heights.
ashington's own real response, though, showed genuine tactical skill even in defeat: a
carefully executed nighttime withdrawal across the East River to Manhattan, preserving his

army from what could have been complete encirclement and capture.

Long, Demoralizing Retreat

Following the loss of New York City in mid-November, Washington's army was forced into a
real, sustained retreat across New Jersey, closely pursued by General Cornwallis's forces,
crossing the Delaware River into Pennsylvania by early December 1776. By this point the
Continental Army had genuinely dwindled to fewer than 5,000 men fit for duty, with further
losses expected once year-end enlistments expired. Real, contemporary morale was desperately
low — Congress itself had abandoned Philadelphia out of fear of British advance, and Thomas
Paine's own famous real words from this exact moment — "These are the times that try men's

souls" — captured a crisis that was genuine, not merely dramatic hindsight.

THE WAR'S OWN REAL LOW POINT

By December 1776, the Revolution genuinely looked close to collapse — a real, documented crisis,

not a retrospectively dramatized one. What followed next is precisely why this moment matters so
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much to the war's own real trajectory.

Crossing the Delaware & Trenton

On the night of 25-26 December 1776, Washington led roughly 2,400 troops (of an originally
planned 3,000 — 600 couldn't complete the crossing) across the ice-choked Delaware River, in
real, worsening weather that turned from rain to sleet to snow, delaying the crossing's
completion until 3:00 a.m. rather than the planned midnight. The target was a garrison of
roughly 1,500 Hessian troops under Colonel Johann Rall, stationed at Trenton, New Jersey — a
garrison whose own commander had genuinely rejected his engineers' recommendations to

fortify the position.

A Real, Lopsided Result Real Strategic Impact

Hessian losses: 22 killed, 83 wounded, 896 The victory delivered a genuine, badly needed
captured. American losses: 2 dead from morale boost — convincing wavering soldiers
exposure, 5 wounded — including a young the war wasn't a lost cause, and directly
officer named James Monroe, later the fifth US encouraging real re-enlistments right at the

President. moment the army risked simply dissolving.

sunpink Creek & Princeton: A Real Two-Day Follow-Up

On 2 January 1777, at the Battle of Assunpink Creek, Washington's forces repulsed a real
British attack near Trenton before slipping away under cover of darkness. The following
morning, 3 January 1777, Washington attacked a British garrison at Princeton — roughly 4,500
American troops with 35 guns against roughly 1,200 British troops with 6-9 guns under
Lieutenant Colonel Charles Mawhood — while Cornwallis's own main force was still
approaching from Trenton, having been outmaneuvered entirely. American General Hugh
Mercer, leading an initial contingent that clashed with British regiments, was surrounded and,
refusing to surrender, was bayoneted repeatedly by British soldiers who genuinely believed

they had captured Washington himself. Mercer died of his wounds.

A REAL, SUCCESSFUL TWO-DAY CAMPAIGN
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Together, Trenton, Assunpink Creek, and Princeton formed a genuine, coordinated string of
victories that reversed the Continental Army's own near-collapse from December 1776, restoring

real momentum and morale at the exact moment the Revolution's survival was genuinely in doubt.

Looking Ahead

Chapter 6 covers the Battle of Saratoga in 1777 — the war's own real turning point, and the

ictory that finally brought France openly into the conflict as an American ally.

Reflect

QUESTION 1 Washington's own real skill QUESTION 2 The Continental Army's morale

during the retreat from Long Island — a was genuinely near collapse in December 1776,
carefully executed nighttime withdrawal — is restored within days by a single, real, well-
often overshadowed by the more famous later timed victory at Trenton. What does this
victory at Trenton. Why might a well-executed suggest about how fragile or resilient real
retreat receive less popular recognition than a wartime morale can be, and what kinds of

smaller-scale offensive victory? events are capable of shifting it dramatically?

QUESTION 3 Hugh Mercer was killed

specifically because British soldiers genuinely
believed they had captured Washington
himself. What does this mistaken-identity
incident suggest about the real, personal risk
faced by senior officers on an 18th-century
battlefield?

CHAPTER 5 QUICK REFERENCE

» Battle of Long Island: 27 August 1776, the largest battle of the war on North American soil;

Washington's own skillful nighttime retreat preserved the army

By December 1776: fewer than 5,000 men fit for duty, morale near collapse
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» Battle of Trenton: 26 December 1776, following a Delaware crossing the night before; a

lopsided American victory

» Battle of Assunpink Creek: 2 January 1777

» Battle of Princeton: 3 January 1777; American victory; General Hugh Mercer killed, mistaken

for Washington
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CHAPTER 6: SARATOGA (1777): THE REAL TURNING POINT & THE FRENCH ALLIANCE

Military History: The War of US Independence

Chapter 6 - Saratoga (1777): The Real Turning Point & the French Alliance

Trenton and Princeton, covered in Chapter 5, saved the Continental Army from collapse —
Saratoga, fought later the same year, is the real battle that changed the entire shape of the war, by

nally bringing a major European power openly to America's side.

Burgoyne's Real, Overambitious Plan

British General John Burgoyne proposed a genuinely ambitious three-pronged 1777 campaign
designed to sever New England from the rest of the colonies: his own force would advance
south from Quebec down the Hudson River valley, while two supporting British forces attacked
from the west and north to converge with him. The plan's own real execution fell apart —
General William Howe never moved his own forces north to support Burgoyne at all, and
Brigadier Barry St. Leger's western column retreated after a real, failed attempt to take Fort
Stanwix, leaving Burgoyne to advance largely alone, hampered further by genuine, serious

logistical and supply difficulties.

Two Real Battles Near Saratoga

The first engagement, the Battle of Freeman's Farm, was fought on 19 September 1777 — a
tactical British victory, with Burgoyne's forces holding the field, but at a real, disproportionate
cost: roughly 600 British casualties against only about 300 American losses, with no genuine

strategic advantage gained. The decisive second battle, at Bemis Heights, followed on 7 October

1777.

American Forces British Forces

Roughly 9,000 at the first battle, growing to Roughly 7,200 at the first battle, down to
over 12,000 by 7 October — real, steadily roughly 5,000 effective troops by the second —

increasing numbers as militia poured in.
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a real, steady attrition Burgoyne could not

replace.

Benedict Arnold: A Real Hero, Despite Being Relieved of

Command

At Bemis Heights, American forces attacked Burgoyne's own reconnaissance force, inflicting
roughly 400 casualties and capturing six field pieces. General Benedict Arnold — the same
officer whose own later, real defection would make his name synonymous with treachery —
played a genuinely decisive role in this battle, despite having been formally relieved of field
command by General Horatio Gates beforehand. Arnold personally rallied American troops
and led real, direct charges that broke British resistance, sustaining a real wound during the

final assault on the Breymann redoubt.

A GENUINE HISTORICAL IRONY WORTH NAMING

Benedict Arnold's own real heroism at Saratoga is a documented, verified fact — a genuine irony
given how completely his own later betrayal would come to define his historical reputation. This

course records both facts honestly rather than letting one erase the other.

Surrounded & Surrendered

Surrounded and outnumbered roughly three to one, Burgoyne surrendered his entire

remaining army on 17 October 1777. Total British casualties across both battles exceeded 1,300,
ith a further 6,222 troops captured — the surrendered force becoming known as the

"Convention Army." It was a genuinely complete, decisive American victory, unlike anything

the war had produced before.

The Real Diplomatic Consequence: France Enters the War

Saratoga's own real, historic significance lies less in the battle itself than in what it made
possible diplomatically. France had genuinely hesitated to commit to the American cause after

earlier British victories, but Saratoga's decisive result, combined with real rumors of secret
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British peace overtures to Benjamin Franklin, convinced King Louis XVI to authorize formal
alliance negotiations. Franklin, serving as lead American commissioner in Paris and a genuine
celebrity in French society, proved instrumental in securing the resulting Treaty of Alliance,
signed 6 February 1778. France committed real, substantial military support — arms,
ammunition, and uniforms that proved vital to the Continental Army — pledged not to make a
separate peace with Britain, and formally guaranteed to support American independence.

Britain, informed of the treaty on 13 March 1778, declared war on France four days later.

Looking Ahead

Chapter 7 covers the war's later Southern campaign — a genuine shift toward guerrilla-style,

irregular warfare, culminating in the real battles of Cowpens and Guilford Courthouse.

Reflect

QUESTION 1 Benedict Arnold's own real

heroism at Saratoga is genuinely well
documented, yet his historical reputation is
defined almost entirely by his later betrayal.
How should a historian weigh a single,
documented act against a person's own entire

later record?

QUESTION 3 Burgoyne's own real three-

pronged plan failed largely because his two
supporting forces never actually arrived to
reinforce him. What does this suggest about
the genuine difficulty of coordinating multiple,
geographically separated military forces in the
18th century, without modern

communication?
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QUESTION 2 Saratoga's own decisive military

result mattered as much for its diplomatic
consequences as for its immediate tactical
outcome. What does this suggest about how a
single battle's own real significance can extend

well beyond the battlefield itself?
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CHAPTER 6 QUICK REFERENCE

Battle of Freeman's Farm: 19 September 1777 — tactical British victory, no strategic gain

Battle of Bemis Heights: 7 October 1777 — decisive American victory, Benedict Arnold's real
key role

Burgoyne's surrender: 17 October 1777; British losses exceeding 1,300 casualties plus 6,222

captured

Treaty of Alliance: signed 6 February 1778, bringing France openly into the war

Britain declares war on France: 17 March 1778
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CHAPTER 7: THE SOUTHERN CAMPAIGN: REAL GUERRILLA WARFARE, COWPENS & GUILFORD
COURTHOUSE

Military History: The War of US Independence

Chapter 7 - The Southern Campaign: Real Guerrilla Warfare, Cowpens & Guilford Courthouse

Chapter 2's own early tactical preview — that irregular, terrain-exploiting tactics could unsettle
conventional European-style forces — comes to full, decisive fruition here. The war's later
Southern theater is where American commanders turned genuine tactical innovation into a real,

war-deciding strategy.

Cowpens: A Genuine Tactical Masterpiece

On 17 January 1781, at Cowpens, South Carolina, American General Daniel Morgan faced a
British force under the aggressive Lieutenant Colonel Banastre Tarleton. Morgan, commanding
roughly 1,000 troops against Tarleton's roughly 1,150, devised a genuinely original three-line
defense-in-depth arrangement: a first line of 150 elite riflemen ordered to fire two volleys
before withdrawing, a second line of 300 militia under Andrew Pickens deliberately positioned
to look vulnerable, and a third line of over 550 Continental regulars — including the famous

Maryland and Delaware Lines — waiting on higher ground.

Turning Weakness Into Strength Tarleton's Real, Fatal Mistakes

Morgan deliberately used militia's own real His troops had gotten less than four hours'
reputation for unreliability against Tarleton — sleep in 48 hours, and he attacked

a genuine, feigned retreat that convinced immediately, with no reconnaissance,
exhausted British troops they were routing the genuinely underestimating militia the way
Americans, drawing them uphill straight into most British officers habitually did.

the waiting third line.

The real result was devastating and lopsided: 25 Americans killed, 124 wounded, against 110
British killed, 229 wounded, and 629 captured or missing — an 86% casualty rate among
Tarleton's own infantry, with both British cannons and 712 prisoners captured outright.
Historian John Buchanan has credited Morgan as possibly "the only general in the American

Revolution, on either side, to produce a significant original tactical thought."
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A DIRECT PAYOFF OF CHAPTER 2'S OWN PREVIEW

Cowpens delivers on the exact tactical tension Chapter 2 first flagged at Lexington and Concord —
irregular forces, properly deployed, genuinely defeating professional regulars. Here it happens not

by accident, but as the product of deliberate, original tactical design.

Guilford Courthouse: A Real Pyrrhic Victory

On 15 March 1781, American General Nathanael Greene faced Lord Cornwallis's forces at
Guilford Courthouse, North Carolina — roughly 4,500 Americans against roughly 2,100 British
troops. Greene, echoing Morgan's own successful design at Cowpens, deployed his own forces
in three defensive lines, instructing militia to fire and withdraw through successive lines rather
than stand and fight to the last. His own real, primary objective wasn't to hold the ground — it
as to preserve his army intact, a goal he genuinely achieved, retreating in good order once the

hbattle's own tactical value had been extracted.

Cornwallis technically held the battlefield — a formal British victory — but at a real, staggering
cost: roughly 27% British casualties (93 killed, 413 wounded, 26 missing), against American
losses of 79 killed and 184-185 wounded (with a further 971-1,046 missing, overwhelmingly
militia who simply departed once the fighting ended, per the militia's own real, expected role in

Greene's design).

A SECOND, EXPLICIT PYRRHIC VICTORY

British Whig leader Charles James Fox, reacting in Parliament, invoked the same real historical
comparison this course already applied to Bunker Hill in Chapter 3: "Another such victory would
ruin the British Army!" Cornwallis's own technically-won battle left his army too weakened to
continue the Southern campaign, forcing a withdrawal to Wilmington and, from there, a fateful

march north into Virginia.

Looking Ahead

Chapter 8 covers the war's own naval dimension — John Paul Jones's real exploits and the
French fleet's decisive role at the Chesapeake, setting the stage directly for Cornwallis's own

final, real defeat at Yorktown.
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Reflect

QUESTION 1 Morgan deliberately used QUESTION 2 This is now the second real

American militia's own real reputation for "Pyrrhic victory" this course has covered, after
unreliability as the central mechanism of his Bunker Hill in Chapter 3. What does the

own victory at Cowpens. What does this recurrence of this exact pattern suggest about
suggest about how a real, well-understood the real structural challenge Britain faced
weakness can sometimes be turned into a fighting a war far from its own home supply
genuine tactical advantage, given the right base?

design?

QUESTION 3 Greene's own real strategic goal

at Guilford Courthouse wasn't to win the battle
outright — it was to preserve his army while
inflicting maximum real cost on the enemy.
Why might "not losing your own army"
sometimes be a more effective real strategic

goal than "winning the battlefield"?

CHAPTER 7 QUICK REFERENCE
Battle of Cowpens: 17 January 1781; Daniel Morgan's real three-line defense-in-depth defeats
Banastre Tarleton decisively (86% British infantry casualty rate)

Battle of Guilford Courthouse: 15 March 1781; Cornwallis wins the field but suffers ~27%

casualties
Charles James Fox's real reaction: "Another such victory would ruin the British Army!"

Consequence: Cornwallis withdraws to Wilmington, then marches north into Virginia —

directly setting up Yorktown

file:///C:/Users/emuba/AppData/Local/Temp/tmpu010ayvh.html




08/09/2026, 10:24

CHAPTER 8: THE NAVAL WAR: JOHN PAUL JONES & THE REAL FRENCH FLEET AT THE CHESAPEAKE

Military History: The War of US Independence

Chapter 8 - The Naval War: John Paul Jones & the Real French Fleet at the Chesapeake

very chapter so far has covered land warfare. This chapter turns to the sea — first to the
Continental Navy's own most celebrated single engagement, then to the real French naval action

that made Cornwallis's eventual, final defeat at Yorktown actually possible.

John Paul Jones & the Battle of Flamborough Head

On 23 September 1779, off the Yorkshire coast, Captain John Paul Jones commanded the 42-
gun Bonhomme Richard — a converted East Indiaman — against the British frigate HMS
Serapis and the armed ship Countess of Scarborough. Genuinely outgunned, Jones recognized
he couldn't win a conventional exchange of broadsides, and deliberately lashed his own ship
directly alongside the Serapis, turning the engagement into close-quarters combat fought with

deck guns and Marine marksmen rather than long-range cannon fire.

AN HONEST CORRECTION: THE FAMOUS QUOTE IS APOCRYPHAL

Jones's own famous line, "I have not yet begun to fight," is genuinely apocryphal — there's no real,
verified evidence he actually said it. His own documented, real words, spoken when demanded to
surrender, were reportedly closer to: "I may sink, but I'll be damned if I strike." This course records

the real, verified quote rather than the more polished, popularly repeated version.

After roughly an hour of brutal close combat, during which both ships sustained real, heavy
damage, the British commander finally surrendered. The Bonhomme Richard, mortally
damaged, sank shortly afterward — Jones transferred his own flag to the captured Serapis
itself. The victory, alongside his earlier real 1778 capture of HMS Drake, earned Jones the
lasting nickname "Father of the American Navy," and delivered a genuine, badly needed morale

and symbolic boost at a real, difficult stage of the war.

The Battle of the Chesapeake: A Real, Decisive Naval Turning
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Point

On 5 September 1781, near the Virginia Capes at the mouth of Chesapeake Bay, a French fleet
of 24 ships of the line under Admiral Francois Joseph Paul de Grasse engaged a British fleet of
19 ships of the line under Rear Admiral Sir Thomas Graves. De Grasse had already delivered
roughly 3,200 French troops to support the American cause, and was soon to be joined by a

second French fleet under Admiral de Barras, carrying vital siege equipment.

A Real, Closely Fought Engagement A Decisive Strategic Result

The battle lasted roughly two hours before Despite the tactically inconclusive fighting, de
breaking off at sunset — a fairly evenly Grasse's fleet secured firm real control of

matched real fight, though British forces Chesapeake Bay — completing the
suffered somewhat heavier casualties and ship encirclement of Cornwallis's own land forces

damage. from the sea.

Graves's own damaged fleet withdrew to New York, not returning until 20 September —
genuinely too late to matter. With de Grasse's own fleet blocking any real hope of British
reinforcement or evacuation by sea, Cornwallis's army at Yorktown was left completely cut off,

a direct, decisive precondition for the surrender that would follow the very next month.

A REAL, HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT VERDICT

Historians genuinely regard the Chesapeake as a tactically inconclusive but strategically decisive
naval battle — one real scholar's own summary is that it was "a tactical victory for the French by no
clearcut margin, but... a strategic victory for the French and Americans that sealed the principal
outcome of the war." A battle need not be dramatically won on its own terms to be genuinely

decisive for everything that follows it.

Looking Ahead

Chapter 9 covers the Siege of Yorktown itself — the real 1781 siege this chapter's own naval

action made possible, and the war's own real, final major battle.
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Reflect

QUESTION 1 The Battle of the Chesapeake was QUESTION 2 Jones's own real, documented

tactically close to a draw, yet historians words were less polished than the famous
consider it one of the most strategically version usually attributed to him. Why might a
decisive naval battles in history. What does slightly tidier, more dramatic phrase tend to
this suggest about the real difference between displace the messier real quote in popular
winning an engagement outright and historical memory?

achieving a decisive strategic result?

QUESTION 3 This course's own land

campaigns (Chapters 2-7) receive far more
popular attention than the naval action
covered in this chapter, despite the
Chesapeake being arguably as decisive as any
single land battle. Why might naval
engagements generally receive less popular
historical attention than land battles, even

when genuinely pivotal?

CHAPTER 8 QUICK REFERENCE

Battle of Flamborough Head: 23 September 1779; John Paul Jones's Bonhomme Richard

defeats HMS Serapis in close combat

The famous quote: "I have not yet begun to fight" is genuinely apocryphal; real words closer to

"I'll be damned if I strike"

Battle of the Chesapeake: 5 September 1781; French fleet (24 ships of the line) under de

Grasse vs. British fleet (19 ships) under Graves

Real consequence: French control of Chesapeake Bay completes the naval encirclement of

Cornwallis, directly enabling Yorktown
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CHAPTER 9: YORKTOWN (1781): THE REAL SIEGE THAT ENDED THE WAR

Military History: The War of US Independence

Chapter 9 - Yorktown (1781): The Real Siege That Ended the War

very earlier chapter's own thread converges here — the army Chapter 4 built at Valley Forge, the
rench alliance Chapter 6 secured at Saratoga, and the naval encirclement Chapter 8 delivered at

the Chesapeake all combine in a single, decisive three-week siege.

A Real, Deceptive March South

On 19 August 1781, Washington and the French general Rochambeau departed New York with
a real, combined force of roughly 7,000 troops (4,000 French and 3,000 American), employing
genuine deception tactics — deliberately sending false dispatches suggesting a planned siege of
New York, to keep Cornwallis and the British high command genuinely uncertain of their real
objective. The march passed through Philadelphia, where Rochambeau provided a real, crucial
infusion of hard currency — twenty thousand Spanish silver dollars — after American troops,
real, understandably reluctant to continue on worthless Continental paper currency, refused to

march further without proper payment.

The Siege Itself

The siege of Yorktown lasted three real weeks, from 28 September to 19 October 1781. The
combined Franco-American force facing Cornwallis was genuinely overwhelming: American
forces of roughly 8,000-9,000 (5,900 regulars and 3,100 militia), joined by 10,800 French
troops and 29 French warships, against a British and German garrison of roughly 8,000-9,000

(about 5,000 British and fewer than 3,000 German troops).

Land Forces Naval Support

American: 5,900 regulars + 3,100 militia. 29 French warships, the direct, real payoff of
French: 10,800 troops. Combined against Chapter 8's own Battle of the Chesapeake —

Cornwallis's own roughly 8,000-9,000 with Cornwallis's own resupply and evacuation
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defenders — real numbers this course's earlier routes already sealed off before the siege even

chapters set the stage for directly. began.

Facing an increasingly hopeless position, Cornwallis requested capitulation terms on 17

October 1781, with the formal surrender ceremony taking place two days later, on 19 October.

Honest Correction: The Surrender Song

The popular story that a British military band played "The World Turned Upside Down" during
the surrender ceremony is real, widely repeated folklore — but genuinely unverified. No
primary source confirms it actually happened; the story remains, at best, unconfirmed

tradition rather than documented historical fact.

A FITTING FINAL CORRECTION FOR THIS COURSE

This course has now made an honest correction of this exact kind — a vivid, quotable detail that
turns out to be poorly supported by the real historical record — at Bunker Hill (Ch. 3),
Flamborough Head (Ch. 8), and now Yorktown itself. This pattern is worth naming explicitly

rather than treating each instance as an isolated coincidence.

Cornwallis's Real Absence

Cornwallis himself did not attend the surrender ceremony in person, citing illness. Brigadier
General Charles O'Hara led the British delegation in his place — first attempting to offer his
sword to Rochambeau, who genuinely refused it and gestured toward Washington instead.
Washington, in turn, declined to accept the surrender personally, directing O'Hara instead to
his own second-in-command, Major General Benjamin Lincoln. The signed articles of
capitulation, dated 19 October 1781, granted British and German officers parole to return home
and promised humane treatment for captured troops — though Washington notably refused a

proposed article that would have protected Loyalists from post-war punishment.

Looking Ahead
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The closing capstone, Chapter 10, covers the war's real military legacy — from the 1783 Treaty

of Paris through the genuine institutional challenge of building a permanent national army out

of the temporary, war-winning force this course has traced from Lexington to Yorktown.

Reflect

QUESTION 1 This course has now corrected QUESTION 2 Cornwallis's own real absence

three separate popular but poorly-supported from his own surrender ceremony, and the
details across its own chapters (Bunker Hill, careful, deliberate chain of officers who
Flamborough Head, and Yorktown's surrender ultimately accepted it on Washington's behalf,
song). Why might these specific kinds of vivid, involve a genuine amount of formal military
dramatic details tend to attach themselves to etiquette. What might this careful protocol
already-famous historical moments? suggest about how seriously 18th-century
military culture treated the symbolism of

surrender itself?

QUESTION 3 Yorktown brings together

threads from nearly every prior chapter of this
course — the army trained at Valley Forge, the
French alliance from Saratoga, and the naval
action at the Chesapeake. What does this
convergence suggest about how a single
decisive victory is often the product of many
earlier, less dramatic developments coming

together at once?

CHAPTER 9 QUICK REFERENCE
Combined march: departed New York 19 August 1781, ~7,000 troops, with deliberate
deception tactics
Siege of Yorktown: 28 September — 19 October 1781

Forces: ~8,000-9,000 American, 10,800 French troops + 29 warships, vs. ~8,000-9,000

British/German defenders
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e Surrender song: "The World Turned Upside Down" story is genuinely unverified folklore

o Cornwallis's surrender: he did not attend in person; Brigadier General Charles O'Hara

surrendered to Benjamin Lincoln on Washington's behalf
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CHAPTER 10: CAPSTONE — THE REAL MILITARY LEGACY: FROM THE TREATY OF PARIS (1783) TO THE
FOUNDING OF A NATIONAL ARMY

Military History: The War of US Independence

Chapter 10 - Capstone: The Real Military Legacy — From the Treaty of Paris (1783) to the Founding of a

[National Army

Yorktown, covered in Chapter 9, effectively ended the fighting — but not the war itself, and not the
army's own real, difficult transition from a wartime instrument to whatever would come next.
This closing chapter covers both, and pulls together the threads running through every earlier

chapter.

The Treaty of Paris: A Real, Formal End

Fighting effectively ceased after Yorktown, but the war's own formal, legal end came nearly two
ears later: the Treaty of Paris was signed 3 September 1783, negotiated by American
commissioners Benjamin Franklin, John Jay, Henry Laurens, and John Adams against British
negotiators David Hartley and Richard Oswald. Britain formally recognized the thirteen
colonies as "free, sovereign, and independent states," relinquishing all governmental and
territorial claims, and the treaty established real, substantial US boundaries stretching to the
Mississippi River. The Congress of the Confederation ratified it on 14 January 1784, with

formal ratification exchanged on 12 May 1784.

The Newburgh Conspiracy: A Genuine Crisis Within the

ictorious Army

Before the treaty was even signed, the war's own real, unfinished business nearly produced a
genuine internal crisis. In March 1783, Continental Army officers stationed at Newburgh, New
ork — unpaid for months, and genuinely fearful Congress would never honor its own
promised lifetime pensions — began circulating anonymous letters calling for direct action
against Congress itself. Washington, learning of the planned 15 March meeting, arrived

unexpectedly to address his own officers directly.

A REAL, DOCUMENTED TURNING POINT
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Attempting to read a letter from Congress aloud, Washington struggled with the text, removed his
own glasses, and remarked: "Gentlemen, you will permit me to put on my spectacles, for I have not
only grown gray but almost blind in the service of my country." This real, documented moment of
quiet, personal vulnerability moved his assembled officers to tears and defused the crisis
immediately — a genuinely striking case of a single, human gesture resolving what had been

building toward a real, dangerous confrontation between the military and civilian government.

Congress responded with a real compromise — five years of full pay in place of the originally
promised lifetime half-pay pensions, distributed as government bonds eventually redeemed at

full value in 1790.

From a Wartime Army to Almost No Army at All

Once hostilities officially ended on 19 April 1783 — eight years to the day after Lexington and
Concord first opened this course's own story — Congress ordered the Continental Army's own
disbandment. By November 1783, it had been formally dissolved, leaving behind only a small
garrison at West Point and a scattering of frontier outposts. The very army that had defeated a

global superpower was, within months of that victory, reduced to almost nothing at all.

Closing the Course: Three Recurring Threads

Pyrrhic Victories

Bunker Hill (Ch. 3) and Guilford Courthouse
(Ch. 7) both saw Britain technically win the
field at a real, ultimately unsustainable cost —
a structural pattern reflecting Britain's own
real difficulty sustaining a war fought so far

from home.

Irregular Tactics Defeating

Conventional Forces

From the harassed British retreat at Lexington

and Concord (Ch. 2) through Daniel Morgan's
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Apocryphal Quotes

The "whites of their eyes" line (Ch. 3), "I have
not yet begun to fight" (Ch. 8), and the "World
Turned Upside Down" surrender song (Ch. 9)
— three separate, real corrections of vivid
details that turned out to be poorly supported
by the historical record.
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own deliberate design at Cowpens (Ch. 7), this
course traced a real, recurring tactical thread

from accident to deliberate mastery.

This course opened by distinguishing itself from US History's own social and political lens on

the same period (Chapter 1). Having now traced the war's own real campaigns from Lexington

to the Newburgh Conspiracy, the two lenses turn out to be genuinely complementary — the

political grievances that started the war, and the military campaign that won it, are two real

halves of the same story, each best understood on its own terms before being brought back

together.

Course Complete

This closes Military History: The War of US Independence. For the war's own real social and

political dimensions — its causes and its lasting domestic consequences — see US History's own|

dedicated chapter on the same period.

Reflect

QUESTION 1 The victorious Continental Army

was reduced to almost nothing within months
of winning the war, and its own officers nearly
turned on Congress itself over unpaid wages
just before that. What does this suggest about
the real, often-overlooked difficulty of
transitioning a wartime military back into

peacetime civilian control?

QUESTION 3 Washington's own quiet,

personal gesture — putting on his glasses —
defused a crisis that anonymous letters and
formal argument had already failed to resolve.

What does this suggest about the real,
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QUESTION 2 This course found three separate

apocryphal-quote corrections across its own
ten chapters. Having now traced this pattern
explicitly, do you think it's a genuine feature of
how military history specifically gets
remembered, or simply a feature of popular

history in general?
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sometimes underestimated power of personal

vulnerability in resolving institutional

conflict?

CHAPTER 10 /| COURSE QUICK REFERENCE

Hostilities officially end: 19 April 1783, eight years to the day after Lexington and Concord
Newburgh Conspiracy: March 1783; resolved by Washington's own real "spectacles" speech
Treaty of Paris: signed 3 September 1783; ratified 14 January 1784

The Continental Army's fate: formally disbanded by November 1783, leaving only a small

garrison at West Point

Course complete: see US History's own dedicated chapter for the war's social and political

dimensions
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